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2 GUrXIVER»s TRAVELS. Part II. 

cd for frefli water, but difcovering a leak, wc un- 
liiipped our goods, and wintered there; for, the 
csptain falling flck of an ague, wc could not leave 
Che Cape till the end of March, Wc then fet fail, 
and had a good voyage till we pafled the Sircights 
of Madagalcar ; but having got northward of that 
ifland, and to about five degrees fouth latitude, the 
winds, which in thofe feas are obfervcd to blow a 
oonftant equal gale between the north and weft, 
from the beginning of December to the beginning 
of May, on the 19th of April began to blow with 
much greater violence, and more wcfterly than u- 
fual, continuing fo for twenty days together, dur- 
ing which time, wc were driven a little to the eaft 
of the Molucca iflands, and about three degrees 
northward of the line, as our captain found by an 
obfervation he took the 2d of May, at which time 
ihe wind ccafed, and it was a perfcAcalm, where- 
at I was not a little rejoiced. But he, being a man 
well experienced in the navigation of ihofe leas, bid 
us all prepare againft a ftorm, which accordingly 
happened the day following^ for a fouthern wind, 
called the fouthern monfooriy began to fet in. 

Finding it was like to overblow, we took in our 
fpritfail, and ftbod'by t6 hand the fore-fail; but, 
making foul weather, we looked the guns were all 
faft, and handed the mizen. The ihip lay very 
Ibroad off, fo we thought it better fpooning befoi e 
the fea^^ than- trying or holling. Wc reeft the fore- 
fail an<ifet him, and hawled aft thefore flicet ; the 
helm was hard-a-weathcr. The fhip wore bravely. 
Wc beTjyed the fore-down -hall 5 but the fail was 
fplit, and wc hawled down the yard, and got the fail 
into tlie (hip, and unbound all the things dear of 
ft. It was a v'ciy fierce ftorm ; the fea broke ftrange 
and dangerous. We hawled off upon the lanniaid 
of the whip-ftaff, and helped the man at the hdm, 
^Ve would not get down our top-maft; but let all 
1pli£F;^beckure fhe: f<»ttdded b(.fore the fea very well^ 
M and 
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and we knew th^, the top-mad being aloft, the 
fhip was the wholfomer, and made better way thro' 
the fea, feeing we had fearoom. When the ftornt 
was over, we fet fore fail and main fail, and brought 
the (hip t >. Then we fet the mizen, main-top-(aiU 
and the fore-to-faiL Our courfe was £. N. £. the 
wind was at S. W, We got the (larboard tacks 
aboard, we caft off our wcrather braces and lifts ; 
we fet in the lee-braces, and iMuled forward by the 
weather bowlings, and hauled them tight, and be- 
layed them, and hawled oyer the mizen-tack to 
windward, and kept her full and by as near as (he 
would lie. 

During this ftorm, which was followed by z 
ftrong wind W. S. W. we were carried by my com- 
putation about five hundred leagues to the £• fo 
that the oUeft failoron board could not tell in ^haC 
part of the world we were. Our provifions held 
out well, our (hip was (launch, and our crew all 
in good health ; but wc lay in the utmoft diflrefs 
for water. We thought it bed to hold on the lame 
courfe, rather than turn m^re northerly, which 
might have brought us to the north weft parts of 
Great Tartary, and into the trozen fea. 

On the i6th of June, 1703, a boy on the top- 
mad difcovered land. On the 17th, wc came in 
full view of a great iflmd or continent, (for we 
knew not whether,) on the fouih fide whereof was 
a fmali neck of land jetting out into the fea, and a 
creek too (hallow to hold a (hip of above one hun- 
dred tons. We cad anchor within a league of this 
creek, and our captain (ent a dozen of his men well- 
armed in the longb3at, with veflfels for water, if 
any could be found, i defired his leave to go with 
them, that I might fee the country, and make what 
difcoveries I could. When we came to land, we faw 
no river or ipring, nor any fign of inhabitants. 
Our men therefore wandered on the ftvott vo ^vcv^ 
out fomc freih water near the fea, audi 'v^^VLt^^ ^- 
A 2 V:^^^ 



4 GULLIVER'S TRAVELS. Part II. 

lone about a mile on the other fide, where I obfefv* 
ed the country all barren and rocky. I now began 
to be weary, and, feeing nothing to entertain my 
curiofity , I returned gcnily down towardjs the creek ; 
and the fea being full in my view, I faw our men 
already got into the boat, and rowing for life to the 
ihip. I was going to hollow after them, although 
it had been to little purpofe, when I obferved a 
huge creature walking after them in the fea, as faft 
as he could ; he waded not much deeper than his 
knees, and took prodigious ftrides ; but our men 
had the ftart of him half a league, and, the fea 
thereabouts being full of (harp pointed rocks, the 
monder was not able to overtake the boat. This I 
was afterwards told, for I durft not flay to fee the 
ijTue of the adventure ; but ran as fad as I could 
the way I.firft went, and then climbed up a deep 
hill, which gave me fome proCpeA of the country. 
I found it fully cultivated ; but that which fird fur- 
prifed me was the length of the grafs, which, in 
thofe grounds that feemed to be kept for hay, was 
about twenty feet high. 

I fell into a high-road, for fo I took it to Le, 
though It {erved to the inhabitants only as a foot- 
path through a field of barley. Here I walked on 
for fome time, but could fee little on either dde, it 
being now near harved, and the corn rifing at lead 
forty feet, I was an hour walking to the end of 
^his field, which was fenced in with a hedge of at 
had one hundred and twenty feet high, and the 
trees fo loftv, that I could make no computation of 
their altitude. There was a ftile to pafs from this 
field into the nest. It had four deps, and a done 
to crofs over when you came to the uppermod. 
It was impofilble for me to climb this dile, becaufe 
every dep was fix feet high, and the upper ftonc 
above twenty. I was endeavouring to find fome gap 
^jn the hedge, when I difcovered one of the inhabi- 
^^Inift in i;hC next field advancing towards the dile, 
W ' of 
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of the fame fize with him whom I faw in the fta 
purfuing our boat. He appeared as tall as an or- 
dinary rpire-fteeple, and took about ten yards at 
every ftride, as hear as I could guefs. I was Aruck 
with the utmoft fear and aflonilhmcnt, and ran to 
hide myfelf in the corn, from whence I faw him 
at the top of the ftile» looking back into the next 
field 00 the right hand, and heard him call in t 
voice many degrees louder than a fpeaking trum* 
pet ; but the noife was fo high in the air, that at 
firft I certainly thought it was thunder. Where- 
upon feren monfters, like himfclf, came towards 
him with reaping hooks in their hands, each hook 
about the largenofi of iix fcythcs. Thefc people 
were not fo well clad as the iiri^y whofe fervants or 
labourers they Teemed to be : for, upon fome words 
he fpoke, they went to reap the corn in the field 
where I lay. I kept froin^them at as great a dif^ance 
as I could, but was forced to move with extreme 
difiiculty, for the ftalks of the corn were Ibmctimcs 
not above a foot diftant; fo that I could hardly 
fqueczc my body betwixt them. However, I made 
a (hift ro go forward, till I came to a part of the 
field where the corn had been laid by the rain anil 
wind. Here it was impofliole for me to advance a 
ftep; for the (lalkswere fo interwoven, that I could 
not creep through, and the beards of the fallen ears 
fo ftrong and pointed, that they pierced through 
my cloaths into my flefh. At the fame time I heard 
the reapers not above an hundred yards behind me. 
Being quite difpirited with toil, and wholly over- 
come by grief and defpair, I hy down between two 
ridges, and heartily wifhed I might there end my 
days. I bemoaned my defolate widow, and fatherlcJs 
children. I lamented my own folly and wilfulnefs 
in attempting a fecond voyage againft the advice of 
all my friends and relations. In this terrible agita- 
tion of mind, I could not forbear thinking of Lilli- 
put, whofc inhabitants looked upon me ?ls v\\<i ^\t^x.- 
A 3 ^«^ 
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eft prodigy that ever appeared in the world : where 
I was able to draw an imperial fleet in my hand, and 
perform thofe other actions which will be recorded 
tor ever iii the chronicles of that empire, while po- 
flerity (hall hardly believe them, although attefted 
by millions. I refledted what a mortification it niuft 
prove to me, to appear as inconiiderable in this na- 
tioi^, as one tingle Lilliputian would be among us» 
But this I conceived was to be the leaft of niy mis- 
fortunes : for, as human creatures are obferved to 
be more favage and cruel, in proportion to their 
bulk, what could I expeA, but to be a morfelin the 
mouth of the firft among thefe enormou^ barbari- 
an^ that fhould happen to feize me? Undoubtedly 
philofophers are in the right when they ull us, that 
nothing is great or little btherwife than by compa- 
rifon. It might have pleafed fortune to have lee 
the Lilliputians find fome nation, where the people 
were as diminitive, with refpedt to them, as they 
were to me, And who knows but that even this 
prodigious race of mortals might be equally ov«r* 
matched in fome diftant part of the world, where- 
of wc have y^t no difcovery. 

Scared and confounded as I was, I could not for- 
bear going on with thefe rtflcdtions, when one of 
the reapers, approaching within ten yards of the 
ridgef where 1 lay, made me apprehend, that, with 
the next flep, I fhould be fqualhed to death under 
his foot, or cut in two with his reaping hook. And 
therefore, when he was again about to move, I 
fcicamcd as loud as fear could make me. Where- 
upon the huge creature trod fhort, and, looking 
round about under him, for fome time, at laft el- 
pied me as I lay on the ground. He confidered a 
while with the caution or one who endeavours to 
lay hold on a fmall dangerous animal, in fuch a 
manner that it (hall not be able either to fcratch or 
to bite him, as I myfelf have fomeiimcs done with a 
wcafel in England. At length he veniurcd to take 

me 
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mc up behind by the middle, between his fore-finger 
and thumb, and brought me within three yards of 
his eyes, that he might behold mj (hape more per- 
feAly. I fiuefled his meaning, and my good fortune 
gave me U) much prefence of mind, that I refolved 
not to ftruggle in the leaft as he held me in the air, 
above fixty feet from the ground, although ho 
grievouily pinched my fides, for fear I (hould flip 
through his fingers. All I ventured was, to raiie 
mine eyes towards the fun, and place my hands to- 
gether in a fupplicating pofture* and to fpeak fome 
words in an humble melancholy tone, fuitable to 
the condition I then was in. For I apprehended 
every moment that he would daih me againft the 
ground, as we nfually do any litde hateful animal, 
which we have a-mind to defiroy *• But my good 
ftar would haye it, that he appeared pleafed with 
my voice and geftures, and began to look upon me 
as a curiofity, much wondering to hear me pro- 
nounce articulate words, although he could not 
underfland them. In the mean time, I was tioc 
able to forbear groaning and (bedding tears, and 
turning my head towards my fides; letting him 
know, as well as I xould, how cruelly I was hurt 
by the prefTure of his thumb and finger. He feem- 
ed tQ apprehend my meaning ; for, lifting up the 
lappet of his coat, he put me gently into ir, and 
immediately ran along with me to his mafier, who 
was a fubilantial farmer, and the fame perfon I had 
firft fccn in the fitJd. 

The farmer having (as I fuppofe by their talk,) 
received fuch an account of me as his fervant could 
give him, took a piece of a fmall flraw, about the 

« Our inattention to tlie ftllity of fenriiire beings merely bccanfe 
they are fmalu 'S hert- forcibly reproved : Many have wantonly crufh- 
ed an infe^V, who vouU (bunder at cuting the throat of a dogj but 
i\ fliould always be remembered, t;,at tns eaft of ihefe 

** In m )ital fuftcraucf feels a j ang as great 

^< As wheo a giant dies. 
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fizcof a walking-ftaflT, and therewith lifted up the 
lappets of my coat ; which it feems he thought to 
be fome kind of covering that Nature had given 
me. He blew my hairs afide to take a better view 
of my face. He called his hinds about hiai, and 
afked them, (as I afterwards learned,) whether they 
bad ever feen in the fields, ' any little creature that 
refembled ine: he then placed me foftly on the 
ground upon all four, but I got immediately up, 
and walked flowly backwards and forwards, to let 
thofe people fee I had no intent to run away. They 
all fat down in a circle about me, the better to ob- 
ferve my motions. I pulled ojff'my hat, and made 
a low bow towards the farmer. I fell on my knees, 
and lifted up my hands and eyes, and fpoke feveral 
words as loud as I could : I took a purie of gold 
out of my pocket, and humbly prefented it to him.^ 
He received it on the palm of his hand, then ap* 
plied it clofe to his eye to fee what ic was, and af- 
terwards turned it feveral times with the point of a 
pin,' (which he took out of his fleevc,) but could 
make nothing of it. Whereupon I mad': a fign that 
he (hould place his hand on the ground. I then 
took the purfe, and, opening it, poured all the gold 
mto his palm. There were fix Spanilh pieces, of 
four piftoles each, befides twenty or thirty fmaller 
coins. I faw him wet the tip of his little finger 
upon his tongue, and*take up one of my largeft 
pieces, and then another, but he feemcd to be whol- 
ly ignorant what they were. He made me a fign to 
put them again into my j^urfe, and the purfe again 
into my pocket, which, after offering it to him fe- 
veral times, 1 thought it bed to do. 

The farmer by this time was convinced I muft be 
a rational creature. He fpoke often to me, but the . 
found of his voice pierced my ears like that of a 
water-mill, yet his words were articulate enough. 
I anfwered as loud as I could in feveral languages, 
and he often laid his ear within two yards of me ; 

but 
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but all in vain, for we were wholly unintelligible 
to each other. He then fent his fervants to their 
work^ and taking his handkerchief out of his poc- 
ket, he doubled and fpread it oa his left hand, 
which he placed flat on tlie ground* with the palm 
upwards, making me a fign to ftep into it^ as I could 
eaflly do, for it was not above a foot in thicknefs* 
I thought it my part to obey, and, for fear of falU 
ing, laid myfelf at full length upon the handker- 
chiefy with the remainder of which he tapped me 
up to the head for farther fecurity, and in this man- 
ner carried me home to his houfe. There he call- 
ed his wife, and (hewed me to her : but (he fcream- 
ed and ran back, as women in England do at the 
iight of a toad or a fpid'sr. However, when fhe 
had a while (een my behaviour, and huw wtU I ob* 
ferved the figns her hufband made,, ihe. was (oon 
reconciled, and by degrees grew exiremcly tender 
of me. 

It was about twelve at noon, and a fervanC 
brought in dinner. It was only one fubltantial difh 
of meat (fit for the plain condiiipn of an hufband- 
man) in a di{h of about four and twenty feet diame- 
ter. The company were the farmer and his wife, 
three children and an old grandmother : when they 
were fat down, the farmer placed me at fome dis- 
tance from him on the table, which was thirty feet 
high from the floor. I was in a terrible fright, and 
kept as far as I could. from the edge for fear of 
falling. The wife minced a bit of meat, then 
crumbled fome bread on a trencher, and placed it 
before me. I made her a lowbow, :took out my 
knife and fork, and fell to eat, which gave them 
exceeding delight. The miflrefs Tent her maid for- 
a fmall dram-cup, which held about two gallons^, 
and filled it with drink ; I took up the vefHsl witk 
much difliculty in both hands, and in a moft re- 
fpedful manner, drank, to her Lady(h\^'% Yi^^XOdl,' 
czpreffing the woni$ %s Joud as I co\dd Va ¥.vi^\^^ 
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which made the company laugh fo heartily, that I 
was almoft deafened with the noife. This liquor 
tafled like a fmall cyder, and was not unpleafant. 
Then the mafter made me a fign to come to his 
trencher fide ; but as I walked on the table, being 
in great furprize all the time, as the indulgent read- 
er will eafily conceive and excufe, I happened to 
ftumble againft a cruft, and fell flat on my face, 
but received no hurt. I got up immediately, and 
obferving the good people to be in much concern, 
r took my hat (which I held under my arm out of 
good manners,) and, waving it over my head, made 
three huzzas, to (hcW I had got no mifchief by my 
fall. But advancing forwards toward my mafVer, 
(aa- 1 fhall henceforth call him.) his youngeft fon, 
who fat next him, an arch boy of about ten years 
old, took me up by the legs, and held me fo high 
in the air, that I trembled every limb ; but hi» fa« 
ther fnatched me from him, and at the. fame time 
gave him fuch a box on the left ear, as would have 
felled an European troop of horfe to the earth, or- 
dering him to be taken from the table But being 
afraid the boy might owe me a fpigh\« and well re* 
niembering how mifchievous all children among 
us naturally are to fparrows, rabbits, young kit- 
tens, and puppy «dogs, I fcU on my knees, and 
pointing to the boy, made my maAer to underftand, 
as well as I could, that I defired his fon might be 
pardoned. > The father complied, and the lad took 
his feat agaui ; whereupon I went ro him and kif^ 
fed his hand, which my nvafter took, and madthitm, 
ftroak me gently with it.. 

In the midft ot dinner^ my miftrefs's faTourtte^ 
cat leapt into her lap. I heard a noife behind me 
like that of a dozen ftocking- weavers at work;:' 
and, turning my head, I found it proceeded from 
the purring of that animal, whefeemedito be three 
times larger than an ox, as I computed by the view 
^ her head, and one of her paws,^ while her mi^- 

ire& 
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trefs was feediog and ftroaking her. The fierceneft 
of this creature's countenance altogether difcom- 
pofed me ; though I ftood at the further end of 
the table, above fifty feet off; and although mj 
miflrefs held her fad, for fear (he might give a 
fpringt and feize me in her talons. But it happen- 
ed there was no danger ; for the cat took not the 
lead notice of me, when my mafter placed me with- 
in three yards of her. And as I have been always 
told, and found true by experience in my travels* 
that flying or difcovering fear before a fierce animal 
Is a certain way to make it purfue or attack you, fo 
I refolved in this dangerous juncture to (hew no 
manner of concern. I walked with intrepidity five 
or fix times before the very head of the cat, and 
came within half a yard of her; wh^upon fhe 
drew herfelF back, as if (he were more afraid of 
me : 1 had leis apprehenfion concerning the dogs, 
whereof three or four came into the room, as it is 
ufual in farmers houfes ; one of which was a maftiff 
equal in bulk to four elephants, and a greyhound 
fomewhat taller than the maftifF, but not ib large. 
Wheii dinner was almod done, the nurfe came 
in with a <:hild of a year old in her arms, who im- 
mediately-fpied me, and began a fquall, that you 
might have heard from London-bridge to Cheliea» 
after the ufual oratory of infants to get me for a 
plaything. The mother out of pure indulgence 
took me up, and put me to^vards the child, who 
prefently feized me by the middle, and got my head 
into his mouth, where I roared fo loud, that the 
urchin was frighted, and let me drop, and I fhould 
infallibly have broke my neck, if the mother Uad 
not held her apron under me. The norfe to quiet 
her babe made ufe of a rattle, which was a kind of 
hollow veficl filled wich great flones, and faf^ened 
by a cable to the child's waid : but all in vain, fo 
that fhe was forced to apply the laft rctaed^ \>^ %vi- 
ing it fuck. I muft conitfs no objeft ever d\?^>x^t.^ 



1 2 GULLIVER'S TRAVELS. Part n. 

mc fo much as the fight of her monftrous breaft, 
which I cannot tell what to compare with, fo as to 
give the curious reader an idea of its bulk, fhape, 
and colour. It ftood prominent fix feet, and could 
not be lefs than iixteen in circumference.- The nip- 
ple was about half the bignefs of my head, and the 
bue both of that and the dug fo varified with fpots, 
pimples, and freckles* that nothing could appear 
more naufeous : for I had a near fight of her, (he 
fitting down, the more conveniently to give fuck, 
and I (landing on the table. This made me rcfledt 
upon the fair fkins of our Engllfh ladies, who ap- 
pear fo beautiful to us, onlybecaufe they are of our 
own fize, and their defe£ls not to be feen but thro' 
a magnifying-glafs, where we find by experiment, 
chat the fmoothefl and whiteft fkins look rough and 
coarfe, and ill-coloured. 

I remember, when I was at LiUiput, the complexions 
of thofe diminutive people appeared to me the fair- 
eft in the world ; and talking upon this fubjeA with 
a perfon of learning there, who was an intimate 
friend of mine, he faid, that my face appeared much 
fairer and fmoother when he looked on me from 
the ground, than it did upon a nearer view when I 
took him up in my hand and brought him clofe, 
which he confefled was at firft a very fhocking fight. 
He faid he could difcover great holes in my fkin ; 
that the (lumps of my beard were ten times (Irong- 
er than the briftles of a boar, and my complexion 
made up of feveral colours altogether difagreeable : 
although 1 muft beg leave to fay for myfelf, that I 
am as fair as moft of my fex and country, and very 
little fun burnt by all my travels. On the other 
fide, difcourfing of ^thc ladies in that Emperor's 
court, he ufcd to telf me, one had freckles, ano- 
ther too wide a mouth, a third too large a nofe, 
nothing of which I was able to diflinguifh. I con- 
fcfs, this reflexion was obvious enough ; which 
however J could not forbear, left the reader might 
r . thinj^ 
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fhink thole vaft creatures were aAually deformed : 
fpr 1 rouft do them juftice to fiiy, tbev are a come- 
Ij race of people ; and particularly the features of 
my mafter^s coumenance ;* although be were but a 
farmer, when I beheld him from the height of fix- 
ty feet, appeared yery well-proportioned. 

When dinner was done, my mader went out to 
his labourers, and, as I could difcover by his voice 
and gefture, gave his wife a ftriA charge to take 
care of me. I was very much cired) and difpot'ed 
to fl^, which my miftreis perceiving, (he put me 
on her own bed, and covered me with a clean white 
handkerchief, but larger and coarfer than the main* 
fail of a man of war. 

I flept about two hours, and dreamed I was ac 
home with my wife and children, which aggravate 
ed my forrows when I awaked, and found myfelf 
alone in a vaft room, between two and three hun- 
dred feet wide, and above two hundred high, lying 
in a bed twenty yards wide. My niiflrefs was gone 
about her houlhold-affairf, and had locked mt in* 
The bed was eight yards from the floor. Somr na- 
tural necefllties required me to get down ; 1 durft 
not prefume to call, and, if I had, it would have 
been in vain with fuch a voice as mine, at fo great 
a diftance as from the room where I lay to the 
kitchen where the family kept. While I was un- 
der tbefe cireumdances. two rats crepe up the cur- 
tains, and ran fmelling backwards and forwards on 
the bed. One of them came up almod to my face, 
whereupon I rofc in a fright, and drew out my hang- 
er to defend myfelf. Thefe horrible animals had 
the boldnefs to attack me on both fides, and one 
oPthem held hisf jre-fect at my collar i but I had 
the good fortune to rip up his belly, before he could 
do me any mifchicf. lie fell down at my feet, and 
the other, feeing the fate of his comrade, madchia 
efcape, but not without one good woviuOl oti ^^ 
back, which J ^3ve him as hcllcd> aud m'J^Oi^ ^>2VP. 

Vol. V. B \>\o^<^ 
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blood run trickling from him. After this exp'oir, 
. I walked gently to and fro on the bed to recover 
my breath, J»rd lofs of fpiri-s Thcfc creatures were 
of the lize of a large maftiff, but infinitely more 
nimble and fierce, fo that, if I had taken off my 
belt before 1 went to deep, I muft have infallibly 
been torn to pieces and devoured, ^I meafured the 
tail cf the dead rat, and found it to be two yard« 
long, wanting an inch ; but it went againd my Ao- 
mach to drag the carcafc off the bed, where it lay 
ttill bleeding ; I obferved it had yet fome life, but, 
with a ilrong flafli crofs the neck, I thoroughly 
difpatched it. 

Soon after my miftrefs came into the room^ 
Vfho, feeing me all bloody, ran and took me up in 
ber hand, "i pointed to the dead rat, fmiling and 
making other ligns to (hew I was not hurt, where- 
at {he was extremely rejoiced, calling the maid to 
take up the dead rat with a pair of tongs, and throw 
it out of the window. Then fhe fet me on a table, 
where I (hewed her my hanger air bloody, and, 
viping it on the lappet of my coat, returned it to 
the fcabbard. I was preffed to do more than one 
thing, which another could not do for me, and 
therefore endeavoured to make my miftrefs under- 
hand, that I dcfired to be fet down on the floor ; 
which, after (he had done, my baflifulnefs wbuld 
not fuffer me to exprefs myfelf farther, than by 
pointing to the door, and bowing fcveral times. 
The good woman, with much difliculty, at laft 
perceived what I would be at, and taking me' up a« 
gain in her hand, walked into the garden, wheie 
ihe fet me down. I went on one fide about two 
hundred yards, and beckoning to her not to look 
or to follow me, I hid myfelf between two leaves of 
fotrel, and there difcharged the neccflities of na- 
ture. 

1 hope the gentle reader will exciife me for dwel- 
Hji^ OB thefe and tliiC like particulars, which, how- 
ever 
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ever infignificanc they* may appear to groveling vul- 
gar minds, yet uill certainly help a phUolopbcr to 
enlarge his thoughts and imagination, and apply 
them to the beneB^ of public as wc!I as private life*, 
vhich was my (o\c d;:(ign in prcfcnii.ig this and o- 
ther accounts of my travcU to the world ; whcrcia 
I have been chiefly (ludious of truth, without af- 
feAing any ornaments of learning or of fl vie. But 
the whole fcene of this voyage made fo Urong an 
imprefllon on my mind, and is fo deeply fixed iu 
my memory, that, in committing it to paper, I did 
not omit one material circumftance : however, up- 
on a ftriA review, I blotted out fcveral paiTiges of 
iefs moment which were in my firrt copy, for fear 
of being cenfured as tedious and trifling, whereof 
travellers are often, perhaps not without jufticc, 
accufed. 

CHAP. II. 

J d'/cripthn of the farmer s daughter. The author 
carried to a market'town, and then to the mitropoHs^ 
Ihe particulars if his journey . 

MY miftrcfs had a daughter of nine years o\il^ 
2L child of towardly parts for her age, very 
dexterous at her needle, and ikiiful in di efling Iicr 
b.iby; Her mother and Ihe contrived to fit up the 
baby's cradle for me againlt nighi : the cradle wa-j 
put into a fmall drawer gf a cabinet, and the drawee 
placed upo:i a hanging ^li-lf for fear oF the rats. 
This was my bed all the lime I Ilayed with thofe 
people, though made more convenient by ile?,ree.s 
as I began to Icirn their language, and make my 
wants known. This young girl was fo hirdy, ilvu^* 
after I had once or twice pulled oK tv\7 tVo'cAvs >^t.- 
* B z ^^^^ 
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fore her, fhe was able to drefs and undrefs me, 
though t never gave her that trouble, wh<*n ihe 
would let me do either myfelf. She made me fevea 
i]]irts^ and fome other linen, of as fine cloth as 
eould be got, which indeed was coarfer than fack- 
cloth ; and thefc fhe conflanilj wa/hcd for me vfhlt 
her own hands. She was likewife my fchoolmis- 
trcfs to teach me the language : when 1 point* 
ed to any thing, ihc told me the name of it in her 
own tongue, fo that in a few days I was able to call 
for whatever I had a mind to. She was very good- 
natured, and not above forty feet high, being Hitlc 
for her age. She gave me the name of Grildrigf^ 
which the family took up, and afterwards the whole 
kingdom. The word imports what the Latins call 
nannmulnsy the Italians homunceietino^ and the Eng- 
li(h mannikin. To her I chiefly owe my preferva- 
tion in that country : we never parted while I was 
there ; I called her my Glumdalclitch, or little nurfei 
and (liould be.guilty of great ingratitude, if I omit^ 
ted this honourable mention of her care and affec- 
tion towards me, which I heartily wifh it lay in my 
power to requite as fhe defervcs, inflead of being 
the innocent, but unhappy inftrument of her dif- 
grace, as I have too much reafon to fear. 

It now began to be known and talked of in the 
neighbourhood, that my mafter had found a ftrangc 
animal in the field, about the bignefs of tl fplacknuck^ 
butexadliy Hiaptd in every part like a human crea- 
ture ; which it likewife imitated in all its. nations ; 
feemed to I'peak in a little language of its own, had 
already learned feveral words of theirs, went ereft 
upon two legs, was tame and gentle, would come 
when it was called, do wh.ltcver it was bid, had the 
finefl limbs in the world » and a complexion fairer 
than a nobleman's daughter of three years old. 
Another farmer, who lived hard by, and was .1 
particular friend of my mafler, can:>e on a vifit on 

purpofc 
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pnrpofe to enquire into the troth of ihfs itory. I 
was immediately produced^ and placed upon a ta- 
ble, where I walked as I was commanded, drew my 
banger, put it up again, made my reverence to my 
maClfer's gueft, afked him in his own language how 
he did, and told him he was welcome^ juft as my 
little nurfc had inftrDAed me. This man, who was 
old and dim-Gghted, put on his fpe^.iclcs to behold 
- n>e better, at which I could not forbear Iauc>hln(; 
very heartily^ for bis eyes appeared like the h\H 
nroon fhioing into a chamber at two windoAS. Our 
people, who difcovcreJ the caufc of my mirth, 
bore me company in laughing, at which the okt' 
fcllow was fool fnough to lie angry and out oif 
€Ounten<ince. Ho had thecharadterot ii p^reat nii- 
fer, and, to my misfortune, he well dcicivcd'ii, 
by the curfcd advice he gave my maltcr, to i\\c\f 
me as alight upon a markec>d:iy in the Dcxt to^vu, 
which was half an hour's riding, aboac two a:)d 
twenty miles fix)m our houfe. I gutfflcd t]iere w.;-: 
fome mifchief contriving, when 1 obfervcd my mu- 
fter and his friend whimpering long together, fom!:- 
(imes pointing at me ; and my fears made aie fancy, 
that I overheard and uuderftood fbme cf tlitir 
wordS). But the next morning Glucndalclitch, my 
Ikttc nisrfe, told nie the whole matter, which Iha 
b^ad cunningly picked oiu from hcrmoiher. The 
poor girl laid mc on her bofom, and fell a weeping 
with mame and grief. She apprehended fome mis- 
thief would happen to mc from rude vulgar folks, 
who might fqueeze me to deaths or break one oif 
my limbS by taking me in their hands. She had 
alio obfcrved how modeft I was in my n^iturc, how 
nicely I regarded my honour, and what an indigni- 
ty I ihould conceive it to be expofcd for money as 
a public fpeftaclc to the meaneft of the people. She 
faid, her papa god mama had promKcd thnt Grild- 
rig (hould be hers, but now (he found \?cvt^ «\^^.^'^ 
to fcrve iicr as tJiey did laft year, viVvttv Ocvt^ >^tj 
B 3 \fc^ 
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tended to give her a lamb, and yet, as foon as it was 
fat, fold it to a butcher. For my own part, I may 
truly affirm, that i was lefs concerned than my 
nurfc. I had a ftrong hope, which never left me, 
that I fhould one day recover my liberty ; and, as 
to the ignominy of being carried about fqr a mon- 
flcr, I confidercd myfelf to be a perfcd ftranger in 
the country, and that fuch a misfortune could ne- 
ver be charged upon me as a reproach, if ever I 
fhould return to England ; fince the King of Great 
Brhain himfelf, in my condition, muft have under- 
gone the fame diftrcfs. 

My raafter, purfuant to the advice of his friend, 
carried mc in a box the next market-day, to the 
neighbouring towo^ and took along with him his 
little daughter, my nurfe, upon a pillion behind 
him. The box was dofe on every fide, with a^lit- 
tle door for me to go in and out, and a few gimlet- 
holes to let in air. The girl had been fo careful as 
.to put the quilt of her baby's bed into it, for me to 
lie down on. However, I was terribly fhaken and 
difcompofed in this journey, though it were but of 
half an hour. For the horfe went about forty feet 
at every ftep, and trotted fo high, that the agita- 
tion was equal to the rifing and falling of a fhip in 
a great ftorm, but much more frequent: our jour- 
ney was fomewhat farther than from London to St. 
Alban's. My mafter alighted at an inn which he 
ufed to frequent; atnl, after confulting a while with 
the inn- keeper, and making fome ncceffary prepar- 
:?tions, he hired the grultrud, or crier, to give no- 
tice through the town, of a ftrange creature to t>c 
fcen at the fign of the Green Eagle, not. fo big as a 
fplacnuck (an animal in that country »very finely (liap- 
cd, about fix feet long,) and in every' part of the 
body refembling an human creature, could fpeak 
feveral words, and perform an hundred diverting 
tricks. 

I was placed upon a table in the largeft room of 
t . the 
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the inn, which mighr be near three hundred feet 
fquare. My IJttle nuiTe ilood on a low flool cloic 
to the table, to take caie of me, and dire<fl what I 
(hould do. . My niafter, to avoid a croud, would 
fuffcr only thirty people at a time to fee me. I 
walked about on the table as the girl commanded : 
{he afked me queflion;, as far as ihe knew my un* 
der (landing ot the language reached, and I anlwer- 
•ed them as loud as I could. I turned about fevrral 
times to the compaiiy, paid my huaible rcfpc^h, 
faid ihey were welcome, and u^ed fome other fpcech- 
es I had been taught. I took up a thimble filled 
with liquor, wh ch Glumdalclitch had given me for 
a cup, and drank their health. I drew out my 
hanger, and flouriihed with it after the manner of 
fencers 20 England. My nurfe gave mc part of a 
ftraw, which 1 exercised as a pike, having learned 
the art in my youth. I was that day ihewn to 
twelve fets of company, and as often forced to aft . 
over again the fame fopperies, till I was half dead 
with weadnefs and vexation. For thofc who had 
feen me made fuch wonderful reports, that the peo- 
ple were ready to break down the doors to come in. 
My mader, for his own intereft, would not fuffcr 
any one to touch me, except my nurfe ; and, to 
prevent danger, bencbes were fet round the table 
at fuch a dijftance, as to put me out of every body's 
reach. However, an unlucky fchool boy aimed a 
hazel- nut direftly at my head, which very narrow- 
. ly mifled me ; oiherwife, it came with fo much vi- 
olence, that it would have infallibly knocked out 
my brains, for it was almoft as large as a fmall pom- 
pion : but I had the fatisfaftion to fee the young 
rogue well beaten, and turned out of the room. 

My mafter gave public notice, that he would fliew 
me again the next market-day, and in the mean 
time he prepared a more convenient vehicle for me, 
which he had reafon enough to do; for I was Co 
tired with my (uA journey, and wiih ctvie.tt.^AVA\\^ 
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CHAP. Ill; 

The author Jent for io court, 7 he ^em buys him of 
his mrjier the farmer ^ and prefents him lo the Kiag^ 

' He difputes with his Mnjefty's great fcholars. An 
apartment at court provided for the aiuhor. He is 
in high favour with the ^teen. Hejiands up for 
the honour of his own count ry. His quarrels with 

' the ^ueeni du/arf 

T^HE frequent labours I underwent every day, 
**• made in few weeks a vcf-y confiderablc change 
hi my health : the more my mafter got by me, the 
more infatiable he gr^w. I had quite loll: my.fto- 
mach, and was almoft reduced to a Ikeleton. The 
farmer obfervcd it. and, concluding I muft foon 
die; refolved to make as good a hand of me as he 
could. While he was thus reafoning and refolviog. 
with himfelf, a fardraU or gendeman-uftier, came 
from court, commanding my mafter to carry, me 
immediately thither for the diverfion of the queen 
and her ladies. Some of the latter had already been* 
to fee me, and reported ftrangc things of my beau- 
ty, behaviour, and gaod fenfe. Her Majcfty, and 
thofe who attended her, were beyond meafure de- ' 
lighted with my demeanour.. I fell on my knees, 
find begged the honour of kiffing her imperial foot ; 
but this gracious princefs held out her. little finger 
towards me,, (after I was fet on a table,) which I 
embraced in both my arms, and put the tip ot* it 
with the utmoft refpeft to my lip. She made me 
fome general qucftions about my country, and my 
travels, which I anfwered as dillincStly, and in as 
few words as I could. She afked, whether I would . 
be content to live at court.- I bowed down to the 

board 
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board of the table, and humbly anfwerd, that I was 
my mafter's.fl.ive ; but, it I wtrc at my ovm difpor 
faly I ^lould be proud to devote my life to her Ma* 
jefty s ftrvice. She then aiked my mafter, whether 
he were wHltng to fell me at a good price. He, who 
epprehended I could not live a month, was ready 
enough to part with me, and demanded a thoufand 
pieces of gold, which .were ordered him on the 
fpot, each piece being about the bignefe of eight 
iuindred moydores ; but, allowing for the propor- 
tion of all things between that country and Europe, 
and the high price of gold among theoi, was hard- 
iy fo great a fum as a thoufand guineas would be io 
£ngland. I then faid 40 the Queen, fince I was 
^ow her Maj::(ly's moft humble creature and vafTal, 
I mud beg the favour, that Glumdalcliich, who 
•had always tended me with fo much care and kind- 
»ne(s, and underfiood to do it fo well, might be ad- 
mitted into her fervice, and continue to be my 
nurfe and iiiftru^or. Her Majcfty agreed to my 
•petition, and eafily got the farmer's confent, who 
was glad enough to have his daughter preferred at 
-court, and the poor girl herfclt was not able to 
hide her joy : my late mailer withdrew, bidding 
me farewell, and faying he had left me in a good 
fervice ; to which 1 replied not a word, only mak- 
ing him a flight bow. 

The Queen obferved my coldnefs, and, when the 
firmer was gone out of the apartment, afked me 
the reafon. 1 made bold to tell her MajeAy, that 
1 owed no other obligation to my laie mailer, than 
his not dafhing out the brains of a poor harmiefs 
creature found by chance in his field ; which obli- 
gation was amply recompenfed by the gain he had 
made in {hewing me through halt the kingdom, and 
the price he had now fold me for. That the life I had 
iince led, was laborious enough to kill an animal of 
ten tin.es my flrcngth. That ray healvVi \w2iS ttwxdx 
impaired by the coQtinual drudgery o£ cu\.ctv.i\tv\t\^ 
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the rabble every hour of the day, and that, if «y 
mailer had not thought my life in danger, her Ma- 
jefty would not have got fo cheap a bargain. But 
as I was out of all fear of being ill treated uiuler the 
protection of fo great and good an emprefs, the or* 
nament of nature, the darling of the world, thede* 
light of her fubjefts, the phcenix of the creation ; 
fo, I hoped my late mafter's lyprchcnfions would 
appear to be groundleft, for 1 already found my 
fpirits to revive by the influence of her moft auguft 
prefence. 

This was the Aim of my fpcech, delivered with 
great improprieties and hefitation ; the latter part 
tvas altogether framed in the ftyle peculiar to that 
people, whereof Flearned fomc phrafesfrom Glum* 
dalclitch, while fhe was carrying me to court. 

The Queen, giving great allowance for roy de^ 
feftivenefs in fpcaking, was however furprifed at fo 
much wit and good fenfe in fo diminutive an ani- 
mal. She took n>e in her own hand, and carried 
me to the King, who was then retired to his cabi-- 
ret. His Majefty, a prince of much gravity and 
auftere countenance, not well obfening my fhape 
at firfl: view, alkcd the Queen after a cold manner, 
how long it was fince fhe grew fond of a fplacnuek ; 
for fuch it fcems he took me to be, as 1 lay upon 
my breaft in her Majefty's right hand. But this 
princefs, who hath ian infinite deal of wit and hu« 
mour, fet me gently on my feet upon the fciurore, 
/and commanded me to give his Majelty an account 
of myfelf, which I did in a very few words ; and 
Glumdalcllich, who attended at the cabinet-door,- 
and could not endure I fhould be out of her fight, 
being admitted, confirmed all that had p^flcd from 
my arrival at her father's houfc. 

The King; although he be as learned a perfon as 

any in his dominions, had been educated in the ftu- 

dy of philufophy, and particularly mathematics ; 

fct when be obfcrvcd my (hape exadlly, and faw me 
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walk crcA, before I began co fpeak, conceived I might 
be a i>iece of clock-work, (which is ia that coun- 
try arrived to a very great perfeAion,) contrived by 
ibme logeniout artift. But when he heard my 
voice, and found what I delivered to be regular .m.d 
rationaU he coukl not conceal his aftonidiment lie 
was by no means fatisfed with the rcl«uion I gave 
him of the manner I came into his kingdom, but 
thoYight it a ftory concerted between Cilumdnif hirh 
and her father, who had taught me a fee of words 
to make me fell at a better price. Upon ihib ima- 
gination he put feveral other quedions to me, and 
ftill received rational anfwers, no otherwife defec- 
tive than by a foreign accent, and an inipcrfcA 
knowledge in the language, with fome ruillc phra- 
ies, which I had learned ut ite farmer's houfe, and 
did not fuit the polite Ayle of a court. 

His Majefty fent for three great fcholars, who 
were then in their weekly waiting according to rhc 
cuflom in that country. Thc!e gcntlcmc/i, afrer 
they had a while examined my fha^^c with much 
nicety, were of different opinions concerning me. 
They all agreed, that I could not be produced ac- 
cording to the regular laws of nature, becaufc I was 
not framed with a capacity of preferving my life 
cither by fwiftnefs, or climbing of trees, or digging 
holes in the earth. They obfcrvcd by my teeth, which 
they viewed with great exaftncis, that I was a car- 
nivorous animal ; yet mod quadrupeds being; an 
overmatch for me, and field mice with fome or hers 
too nimble, they could not imagine how I fliould 
be able to fupport myfcif, unJc/s I fed upon liiails 
and other infedls, which they oflfered, by many 
learned arguments, to evince that I could not poi* 
fibly do *. One of ihefe virtuoli icemed to think that 

I might 

• By thii rcafon?ng rhe author probably intende^d to t\AW\fc l\vfc 
pride oFthofc philofopliers, who hdve ought fii to am\^i:v \.Vve. "«\i- 
dom of Vtov dence in the crcatioji and lovernintttt ^ 1^%vo'*'^y 

Vol. v. C '•Vwifc s 
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I might be an embryo, or abortive birth. But this 
opinion was reje^cd by the other two, who obferv- 
cd my limbs to be perfect and liniQied, and that I 
had lived ftvcral years, as it was maiiifeft from my 
beard, the (lumps whereof they plainly dilcovered 
through a magnifying glafs. They would not allow 
me to be a dwarf, becaufe my littknefs was beyond 
all degrees of comparifon ; for the Queen's favour- 
he dwarf, the fmallefk ever known in that kingdom, 
was near thirty feet high. After much debate thty 
concluded unanimoufly, that I was only relplum fcal" 
cathf which is interpctcd literally Ivfus natura ; a 
determination exaftly agreeable to the modern phi- 
lofophy of Europe, whofe profeiFjrs, difdaining the 
old evaiion of occult caiifes^ whereby the followers 
of AriAotle endeavoured in vain to difguife their 
ignorance, have invented this wonderful folution 
of all difficulties, to the unfpeakable advancement 
of human knowledgt*. 

After this decifive conclufion I entreated to be 
heard a word or two. I applied myfelf to the King, 
and affiired his Majelly, that I came from a coun- 
try, which abounded with feveral millions of both 
fexes and of my own ftature ; where the animals, 
trees, and houfes, were all in proportion, and where 
by confequence I might be as able to defend myfelf, 
and to find fudenance, as any of hrs Majefty's 
fubjeQs could do here ; which I took for a full 
anfwcr to thofe gendemens arguments. To this 
they only replied with a fmile of contempt, faying, 
that the fanner had inftru^ed me very well in my 
leiTon *. The King, who had a much better un- 
derftanding, difmiffing his learned men, fent for 
the farmer, who by good fortune was not yet gone 
out of town ; having therefore rirft examined hiai 

wiiofe cavils an- fpeciouF, like ihofe of the Brobj^ingnagian fages, r*nly 

in proport'on to the ignoraiue of tiiofe to whom thty arc pr.>pofi.d, 

• Thii fatire is levelled a^ainlUll, who r<jc£t thoiie fjdls for ^hnh 

they cannot perfeOly account, notwithftanoing the abfurdity ©f re- 

^p^a§ the testimony by which they arc fupported. 

■S!> ;. i^tlvatelf, 
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privately, and then confronted him with me and the 
young girl, his Majcfty began to think that what 
we told him might po/liDly be true. He defircd the 
Queen to order, that a particular care fliould be 
taken of me, and was of opinion, that Glumdal^ 
clitch fhouid (till continue in her office of tending 
mc, becaufe he obfcrvcd we had a great afF.ftion 
for each other. A convenient apartment was pro- 
Tided for her at court ; ihe had a fort of governcfs 
appointed tatake care of her education, a maid to 
drefs her, and two other fervants for menial offi:es ; 
but the care of me was wholly appropriated to hcr- 
felf. The Queen commanded her own cabinet- 
maker to contrive a box, that might fcrvc me for a 
bed-chamber, after the mo *el that Glumdalclitch 
and I (hould agree upon. This man w is a moil in- 
genious artift, and, according to my directions, in 
three weeks finifhed fur me a wooden chamber of 
fixtccn feet fquare, and twelve high, with fafli-win- 
dows, a door, and two clofets, like a London bed- 
chamber. The board, th.^t made the ciding, wa* 
to be lifted up and down by two hinges, to put in a 
bed ready furnifhcd by her Maj^fty's- upliolftcrcr,. 
which Glumdalclitch took out every day to air, 
made it wirh her own hands, and letting it down at 
night, locked up the roof over me. A nice work- 
man, who was famous- for little curioiitics, under- 
took CO make me two chairs, with backs nnd framei, 
of a fubftance not unlike ivoiy. and two tables, wiiit 
a* cabinet to put my things in. 1 he room was 
(juilted on all (ides, as wtll as the floor and the 
cieling, to prevent any accident from the carelefaef» 
of thofe who carried me, and to break the force of 
ajoh when L went in a coach. 1 defircd a lock for 
my door to prevent rats and mice from coming in : 
the fmiih, after fevcral attempts, made the fmalleft 
ihat ever was feen among them, for I have known 
a larger at the gate of a gentleman's h^ AxVt \iv "Lvi^- 
land* I made a ihih to keep the key m a ^o^V^vot 
C 2 m^i 
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my own, fearing Glumdalclirch might loie it. The 
Queen likewife ordered the thinned filks that could 
be gotten to make me cloaths, not much thicker 
than an Englifh blanket, very cumberfome, till I 
was accuftomed to them They were after the fa* 
fhirn of the kingdom, partly re fembling the Pcrfian, 
and partly the Chinefe, and are a very grave and 
decent habit. 

The Queen became fo fond of my company, that 
ihe could not dine wi hout me. I had a table placed 
upon the fame at which her Majcfty cat, juft at her 
left elbow, and a chair to fit on. Glumdalclitch 
flood on a flool on the floor near my table to alQfl 
and take care of me. I had an entire fet of filver- 
difbes and plates and other neceflaries, which, in 
proportion to thofc of the Queen, were not much 
bigger than what I have feen in a London toy -fhop, 
for the furniture of a baby-houfe : ihefe my little 
nurfe kept in her pocket in a filver- box, and gave 
me at meals as I wanted them, always cleaning them 
herfelh No perfon dinfd whh the Queen but the 
two princefTcs royal, the elder 1 6 years old, and the 
, younger at that time 13 and a month. Her Majcfly 
ufed to put a bit of meat upon one of my dilhes, 
out of which I carved for myfelf; and her diverfion 
was to fee me eat in miniature. For the Queen 
(who had indeed but a weak flomach,) took up, at 
one mouthful, a$ much as a dozen Englifh farmers 
could eat at a meal, which to me was for fome time 
a very naufcous light *. She would crancli the 

wing 

• Among other dreadful and difgufting images, which cuftom has 
rendered famih'ar, are thofc which arifcfrom eating animal food. He, 
who b»s ever tinned with abhorrence from the ikeleton of a beaft 
which has been picked whole by birds or vermin^ muft confefs, thoC 
habit only could have enabled him to endure the fight of the mang- 
led bones and flefli of a dead carcafe, which every day cover his table : 
and he, who reliefs on the number of lives that have been facrificed 
to fuftain his own, ihould enquire by what the account has been ba- 
Janced, and whether bis life is become proportionably of more valus, 
ky the cxcrcife of virtue and piety, by the fupcrior bappinefs which 

be 
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wiog of a lark, bones and all, between her teeth» 
although it were nine times as large as that of a 
full-grown turkey ; and put a bit of bread in her 
mouth, as big as two twelve-penny loaves. She 
drank out of a golden cup, above a hogfhead at a 
draught. Her knives were twice as long as a icyche, 
fet ftrait upon the handle. The.fpoons, forks, and 
other inftruments, were all in the fame proportion. 
I remember, when Glumdalclitch carried me out of 
curioficy to fee fome of the tables at court, where 
ten or a dozen of thefe enormous knives and forks 
were lifted qp together, I thought I had never till 
then beheld fo terrible a fight. 

It is the cuftom, that every Wcdnefday (which, 
as 1 have before obferved, is their Sabbath,) the 
King and Queen, with the royal iffue of both lexcs, 
dine together in the apartment of his Majcfty, to 
whom 1 was now become a great favourite ;. and at • 
thefe limes my little chair and table were placed at 
his left hand before one of the fait- cellars. This 
prince took a pleafure in converflng with me, en- 
quiring inro the manners, rcligi^^n^ laws, goveriL- 
ment, and learni,ig of Europe ; wherein I gave him 
the bed account 1 was able His apprehcnfion was 
fo clear, and his judgment fo exa^, that he made 
very wife rcflcclions and obfervations upon all Ifaid.. 
But I confefs, that after I had been a little too co- 
pious in talking of my own beloved country, of our 
trade^ and wars- by fea and land, of our Ichifms in 
religion, and parties in the i^ate ; the prejudices of 
his education prevailed fo far, that he could noc 
forbear taking mc up in his right hand, and ftroak* 
ing me gently with the other, after an hearty fit of 
laughing, afkcd me, whether I was a Whig or To- 
ry ? Then turning to his firft minifter, who waited 
behind him with a white flafF, near as tail as the 
main-mafl of the Royal Sovereign, he obferved 

he has communicated to reafonable beings, and by lU^ ^or^ vi\i\cVv- 
his ioteUe^ has afcribed to God. 

C 3 \x^^«^ 
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how contemptible a thing was human grandeur, 
which could be mimicked by fuch diminutiYC infedls 
as I : and yet^ fays he, I dare engage, ihefe crea- 
tures have their titles and dillindUons of honour j 
they contrive little nefts and burrows, that they call 
houses and cities; they make a figure in drefs and equi- 
page ; they love, thfy fight, they difputc, they cheat, 
they betray. And thus he continued on, while my co- 
lour came and went feveral times with indignation, to 
hear our noble country, the miftrefs of arts and arms, 
the fcourge of France, the arbitrefs of Europe, the 
feat of virtue, pitty honour, and truth, the pride 
and envy ot the world, fo conremptuoufly treated. 
But as I was not in a condition to refent injuries, 
fo upon mature thoughts 1 began to doubt whether 
I was injured or no. For, after having been accuf- 
tomed feveral months to the fight and converfe of 
this people, and obferved every oh)t6t upon which 
I caft mine eyes to be of proportionable magnitiide, 
the horror I had at firft conceived from their bulk 
and afpeiS^, was fo f^r worn off, that if I had then 
beheld a company of Engliih lords and ladies in 
their fiiicry, and birth-day cloaths, a<Sling their fe- 
veral parts in the moft courtly manner of ftrutting, 
and bowing, and prating ; to fay the truth, I iliouid 
have been ftrongly tempted to laugh as much at 
them, as the King and his grandees did at me. Nei* 
ther indeed could I forbear fmiling at myfclF, when 
the Queen ufed to place me upon her hand towards 
a looking glafs, by which both ourperfons appear- 
ed before me in full view together ; and there could 
nothing be more ridiculous than the comparifon : 
fo that I really began to imiginc myfelf dwindled 
many degrees below my ufual fize. 

Nothing angered and mortified me fo much, as 
the Queen's dwarf, who, being of the lowed Ma- 
ture that was ever in that country, (for I verily 
think he was not full thirty feet high,) became i'o 
lafolcnt at feeing a creature fo much beneath him, 
if that 
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that he would always affc {i to fwagger, and look big 
as he paJTed by mc in the Queen's anti-chamber^ 
while I was {landing on fome tabic talking with the 
lords or ladies of the court, and he feldocn failed of 
a fmart word or two upoo my littleoefs ; againft 
which I could only revenge myfclf by calling him 
brother, challenging him to wreftle» and fuch re- 
partees as are ufual in the mouths of court- pages. 
One day, at dinner, this malicious little cub was fo 
nettled with fomething I had faid tohim> that, raif* 
ing himfclf upon the frame of her Majcfty's chair, 
he took me up by the middle, as I was fitting down, 
not thing any harm, and let me drop into a large 
filver bowl of cream, and then ran away as faft as 
he could* I fell over head and ears,, and, if I had 
not bteo a good fwimmcr, it might have gone very 
hard with me; for Glumdalclitch, in that inftant, 
happened to be at the other end of the room, and 
the Queeiv was in fuch a fright, that fhe wanted 
prefcnce of mind to afilft me. But my little nude 
ran to my relief, and took me out, after I had fwal- 
lowed above a quart of cream. I was put to bed ; 
however, I received no other damage than the lofs 
of a fuit of clothes, which was utterly fpoiled. Tlic 
dwarf was foundly whipped, and, as a farther pu^ 
nifhment, forced to drink up the bowl of cream, 
into which he had thrown me ; neither was he ever 
rcftorcd to favour : for foon after the Queen be- 
ftowed him on a lady of high quality, fo that I faw 
him no more, to my very great fatisfaftion ; for I 
could not tell to what extremity fuch a malicious 
urchin might have carried his refentment. 

He had before lervcd me a fcurvy trick, which 
fet the Qu^een a-laughing, although at the fame time 
(he was heartily vexed, and would have immediate- 
ly cadiiered him, if I had not been fo generous as 
10 intercede. Her Majcfty had taken a marrow- 
bone upon her plate, and, afcer knocking out the 
marrow, placed the bone again in the d\fli er^^N.* "^^ 
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it flood before ; the dwarf watching his opportuni- 
ty, while Glumdalclitch was gone to the fide board, 
mounted the ftool that £he flood on to take care of 
me at meals, took me up in both hands, and rqueez?* 
ing my legs together, wedged them into the mar- 
row bone above my waift, wh^re I ftuck for fomc 
time, and made a very ridiculous figure. I believe 
it was near a minute before ar>y one knew what was 
become of me ; for I thought it below me to cry 
out. But, as princes feldom get tl|cir meat hot, 
my legs were not fcalded, only my flockings and 
breeches in a fad condition. The dwarf, at my en- 
treaty, had no other punifhment than a found 
whipping. 

I was frequently rallied by the Qj^een upon ac* 
count of my fearfulneft;. and fhe ulcd to aik me, 
whether the people of my country were as great 
cowards as myfelf ? The occalion was thi^ : the 
kingdom is much peftercd with flies in fummer* 
and thefe odious infcflrs, each of them as big as a- 
Danftable laik, hardly gave m« any reft while I fat 
at dinner, with their continual humming and buz- 
zing about mine cars. They would fometimes alight 
upon my viftuals, and leave their loathfome excre- 
ment or fpawn behind, which to me was very vifi- 
ble, though not to the natives of that country, 
whofe large optics were not fo acute as mine in 
viewing fmaller ohjedl?. Sometimes they wuuld fix 
upon my nofe or foiehead, where they flung me to 
the quick, fmelling very eflcnfivcly; and I could 
cafily trace that vifcous matter, which, our natura- 
lids tell us, enables thofe creatures to walk with their 
feet upwards upon a cieling. I had much ado to 
defend myfelf againfl thefe deteflable animals, and 
could not forbear flia; ting when they came on my 
face. It was the common practice of the dwarf to 
catch a number of thefe infcdls in his hand, as 
fchool-boys do among us, and let them out fudden- 
jy under my nofe, on purpofc to frighten mc, and 

divert 
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divert the Queen. My remeclf was to cut them in 
ptccei with my knife, at f hey flew in the air, where* 
HI my dexterity was much admired. 

I remember, one morning, when Glumdalcliteh 
had fet me in my box upon a window, at (lie tifually 
did In fair dayi, to give me air (for I durftnot ven« 
ture to let the box be hung on a nail out of the win* 
dow, at we do with cagei in England,) after I had 
lifted up one of my famcf , and fat down at my ta* 
big to eat a piece of fweet cake for my breakfaft* 
above twenty wafpi, allured by the fmell, came fly* 
ing into the room* humming louder than the dtonei 
of ai many bag pipci. Some of them fcizcd my 
cake, and carried it picce-meal away \ others flew 
about my head and face, confounding me with the 
noife, and putting me in the utmod terror of their 
ftingi. I-loNtrcvcr, I had the courage to rife atid 
draw my hanger, and attack them in the air. I 
difpatchcd four of them, but the ixCi got Awajy 
and I prcfently fliut my window. i'heie inrc^f 
were as large as partridues i I took out their flingf, 
found them an inch and an h.ilf long, and as (haro 
as needles. I carefully preserved them all, and^ 
having flnce iliewn tliem with fomc other curiofities 
in feveral parts of huropc, upon my return to £ag- 
land, I gave three of them to Gie(ham Collegey and 
kept the fourth for myieU. 

CHAP. IV. 

Tht country dcfcribid, A prop9fal for corrtJ^inff mo* 
dern maps, Tht King's paluctt andfome siaount of 
tht mstropolis, Tht author's way of travslling, Th$- 
chiif tmpU defcribed. 

T NOW intend to give the reader a fhort dc^tv\^« 
* tion of this counir/, as f«*r ai I irANc\\t^\tv\\% 
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which was not above two thoufand miles round 
Lorbrulgrud, the metropolis. For the Queen, 
whom I always attended, never went farther when 
fhe accompanied the King in his progrefles, and 
there ftaid till his Majefty returned from \iewing 
his frontiers. The whole extent of this prince's do- 
minions reacheth about fix thoufand miles in length, 
and from three to five in breadth. From whence 
I cannot but conclude, that our geographers of 
Europe are in a great error, by fuppofing nothing 
but lea between Japan and California ; for Jt was 
ever my opinion, that there muft be a balance of 
earth to counterpoife the great continent of Tarta- 
ry ; and therefore they ought to correct their mapt 
and charts, by jo:"ning this vaft tra£l of land to the 
north-weft parts of Ameiica, wherein I fhall be 
ready to lend them my affiftance. 

The kingdom is a peninfula, terminated to the 
north-eaft by a ridge of mountains, thirty miles 
high, which are altogether impaffable, by reafon of 
the volcanoes upon the tops: neither do the moft 
learned know what fort of m rtals inhabit beyond 
thofc mountains, or whether they.be inhabited at 
all. On the three other fides it is bounded by the 
ocean There is not one fea-pon in die whole king- 
dom, and tho^e pans of the coafts inio which the 
rivers iffue, are ib full of pointed rocks, and the fea 
generally To rough, that there is no venturing with 
the fmalieft oF their boats ; fo thai thcfe people arc 
wholly excluded from any commerce with the reft 
of the world. But the large riyers are full of vefTels, 
and abound with excellent fifh, for they feldom get 
any from the fca, becaule the iea-fifli are of the 
fame fize with thole in Europe, and conlequently 
not worth catc hmg ; whereby it is manifel^, that 
nature, in the production of plants and animals of 
fo extraordinary a bulk, is wholly confined to this 
continent, of which I leave the reafons to be de^ 
icrmined by philofophers. However, now and then 

thef 
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they take a whale, that happens to be dafhed agaioft 
the rocks, which the common people feed on hear- 
tily. Thefe whales I have known fo large, that a 
man could hardly carry one upon his ihoulders ; 
znd fometimes for curiofity they are brought in 
hanipei*s to Lorbrulgrud : 1 faw one of them in a 
diQi at the King's table, which pafTed for a rarity, 
but I did not obferve he was fond of it ; for I think 
indeed the bignefs difguQcd him, although I have 
icen one fomewhat larger in Greenland. 

The country is well inhabited, for it contains fif- 
ty-one cities, near an hundred walled towns, and a 
great number of villages. To fatisiy my curious 
reader, it maybe fuflicient todefcribe Lorbrulgrud. 
This city (lands upon almod two equal parts on 
each fide the river that paiTcs through. It contains 
above eighty thoufand houfes, and about fix hund- 
red thoufand inhabitants. It is in length three 
glomglungs, (which make about fifty- four Englifti 
miles,) and two and a half in breadth, as I meafur- 
ed it myfelf in the royal map made by the King's 
order, which was laid on the ground on purpofc 
for me, and extended an hundred fdet ; 1 paced 
the diameter and circumference feveral times bare 
foot, and, computing by the fcale, meafured it 
pretty exaftly^ 

The King's palace is no regulai edifice, but an 
heap of building about feven miles round : the chief 
rooms are generally two hundred and forty feet 
high, and broad and long in proportion. A coach 
was allowed to Glumdalclitch and me, wherein her 
governefs frequently took her out to fee the town, 
or go among the fliops ; and I was always of the 
party, carried in my box ; although the girl, at my 
own defirc, would often take me out, and hold me 
in her hand, that I might more conveniently view 
the houfes and the people, as we paflld along the 
ftreets. I reckoned our coach to be aboui v\\ti^c\w^\^ 
of W^ftmiaftcr JbaW, but not altogeiYiex to \\v^'- 
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however, I cannot be -very exa£l. One day the go* 
vernefs ordered our coachman to flop at feveral 
ihops« where the beggars, watching their opportu** 
nity, crowded to the fides of the coach, and gaVe 
me the mofl horrible fpedtacles that ever an Euro- 
pean eye beheld. There was a woman with a can- 
cer io her beaft, fwelled to a mondrous fize, full 
of holes, in two or three of which I could have ea- 
fily crept, and covered my whole body. There was 
a fellow with a wen in his neck larger than five 
wool-packs, and another with a couple of wooden 
legs, each about twenty feet high. But the mod 
hateful fight of all was the lice crawling on theit* 
cloaths. I could fee diftin^ly the limbs of thefe 
vermin with my naked eye, much better than thofc 
of an European loufe through a microfcope, and 
their fnouts with which they routed like fwine. 
They were the firft I had ever beheld, and I fhould 
have been curious enough to d'lffc^t one of them, if 
I had had proper inflruments, (which I unFuckily 
left behind me in the fhip,) although indeed the 
fight was fo naufeous, that it perfectly turned my 
fiomach. 
' Beflde the large box in which I was ufually car- 
ried, the Queen ordered a fmaller one to be made 
for me of about twelve feet fquare, and ten high, 
for the convenience of travellihg, becaufe the other 
was ibme what too large for Glumdalclitch's lap, and 
cumbei'fome in the coach : It was made by the fame 
artid, whom I direfted in the whole contrivance. 
This travelling clofet was an exaA fquare, with a 
window in the middle of three of the fquares, and 
each window was latticed with iron-wire on the out- 
fide, to preveivt accidents in long journeys. On the 
fourth fide> which had no window, two flrong fia-* 
pies were fixed, through which the perfon that 
carried me, when I had a mind to be on horfeback, 
put a leathern belt, ahd buckled it about his waifl. 
This was s^lways the office of fome grave trufly Icr- 

vant 
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vant in whom I could confi-^e^ whether I attended 
the^King and Queen in their progrefles, or were 
dirpofed to fee the gardens, or pay a vifit to fome 
great lady or miniftcr of ftate in the court, when 
G]umdalclitch happened to be out of order : for I 
foon began to be known and edeemed among the 
greateft officers, 1 fuppofe more upon account of 
their Majefties favour than any merit of my own. 
In journies, when I was wt-ary of the coach, a fcr»- 
vant on horfeback would buckle on my box, and, 
place it upon a cufhion before him ; and there I had 
a full profpedl of the countiy on three fides from 
ray three windows. I had in this clofet a field-bed» 
and a hammock hung from the cieling, two chairs 
and a table, neatly fcrewed to the floor, to prevent 
being tofled about by the agitation of the horfe or 
the coach. And having been long uied to fea-voy^. 
ages, thofe motions, although fometimes very vio- 
lent, did not much difcompofe me. 

Whenever I had a mind to fee the town, it wat 
always in^my travelling-dofet, which Glumdalditch 
held in her lap in a kind of open fedan, after the 
fafhion of the country, borne by four men, and 
attended by two others in the Queen's livery. The 
people, who had often heard of me, were very cu- 
rious to crowd about the iedan, and the girl was 
complaifant enough to make the bearers flop, and* 
to take me in her hand, that 1 ihight be more con- 
veniently feen. 

I was very dcfirous to fee the chief temple, and 
particularly the tower belonging to it, which is rec- 
koned the higheft in the kingdom. Accordingly 
one day my nurfe carried me thither, but I may 
truly fay 1 came back difappointed ; for the height 
is not above three thoufand ftct, reckoning from 
the ground to the t;iigheil pinnacle top ; which, 
allowing for the difference between the fize of thofe 
people and us in Europe, is no great maxter tot ^A.* 
miration, not at stll equal in proporiiOB (^\f V vv^vNl 

Vol, V, D ica^^^ii^^^i^ 
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remember.) to Saliibury fteeple. But, not to detradt 
from a naxion to which, during ipy life, I lliall ac- 
knowledge my felf ex,tremely obliged, it.mqft be al- 
lowed, that whatever this tan)ovis tower wants io, 
height h Amply made up. in beauty and ftreogth*. 
¥or the walls, are near an hundred fe^t thick. l^Uc 
of hewn ftone, whereof each is about forty feet 
fquare, and adorned on all iides wich f^atues of gods, 
and emperors, cut in marble larger than the life, 
placed. in their fev.eral nichc;s. I meafured a little 
jfinger>which had fallen down from one of tl^efe ftar 
tues, and lay unperceived among Jonpe rubbiih« and 
found it exadkly tour feet and an inch in lengthy 
iSlumdalclitqh wrapped it up in her handkerchief; 
and carried it home m her poclqet to keep among 
other trinkets, of which the girl was very fond, as 
children at. her age ufually are. 

The King's kitchen is ipdced. a noble building^ 
vaulted at top, and about fix. hundred fee^ high« 
^£he great oven is not To, wide by ten. pacjcs as the 
cupola at St» Paul's; foi- J in^afured the latter on, 
purpofe after, my return. But, if I fhould defc ^ ibe 
tbe kitchen-grate, .the prodigious pots and kettles, 
the joints of meat tiirning on. the fpit^, with mai^ 
other particulars, perhaps I ihould be h9fdly be- 
lieved; at leaftafeverecriiic would be apt to think 
J/enlarged a little, astra^ellers are often fufpc&ed^ 
ta da. To avoid which cenfure, 1 fear I have rup , 
too much into the other extreme ; and that if .this,, 
treatife fhould happen, to be traofla^edi in^o tba lan- 
guage of Brobdingnag, (which is the general naoac 
of that kingdom,) and tranfmitted thither, the King^ 
and his people would have reafon to complain, that , 
I. had done them an injury by a falf(p and diniinu- 
DUtive reprefentation. 

His Majefty feldom keeps above, fi^^ hundred 
hories in his ftables : they r.re generally from fifty- 
four to fixty. feet high. But, when he goes abroad 
gmJidcam days, he is . attended fo^ ftai^eby a militia 
k^ guard 
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guard of five hundred hor(e» Ivhich indeed I thdugHt 
vras the moft fplendid fight that could be ever be- 
lieldy tiU I law part of his army in batmKa, whcrectf 
f ibaUfind another occafion to fpeak. 

e H A p. T. 

Sevefat aiointuris that happened to fbt hutior. TBe 
exiciition df a criminal. The anther Jbevjs bisJkiU 
in natigmtion. 

f Sftot Lii have IWedhappf enough in that c6un^ 
* try, if my littlenefs had not expofed me to ftve- 
Wl ridiculous and troublefoi^e accidents : feme of 
v^ich I {hvitl VetftUt'e to relate. Glumdalditch of- 
ten carried me Into the gard<fns of the court In my 
hhaller box, and Wdfold (bnletimes tjike me' out of 
ft, dt hold irie in her hand, or fet me down to livall:. 
\ rfcinember, before the- dwai'f left the Qgeeti, h&^ 
ifoUowed us one dk'y into thofe gardens, and m^ 
iiiivfe having let m'e down, he and I beinig cldfe tdr* 
getherr, near 'f6tnt dWJilrf ap^le-trces, I muA need 
mcw my wit 6y a filly kllufion between him and rM: 
trees, which happbns to hdld in itheir lunguagb, ^ 
it doth in ours. Whereupon, the malicious roguv 
Watching his opportunity, when I was walking undet 
dnc 6f them, fliook ft diredtly over my head, bjr 
which a doisen apples, each of them near as large 
as a Briftol harrel, came tumbling about my ears y 
bnebf thehihit iue on the back as I chanced to 
itoopj and knocked me down flat on my face ; buk 
1 reteTved no other hurt, and the dwarf was par- 
doned at my defire, becaiife I had given the provo- 
cation • 

Another day Glumdilclitch left tac otv ^ trcvo^^ 
grafs^ot to divert niyfelf, ^hite.ftic ^aftid ^xfotfiB 
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difiaoce with her governefs. In the mean time there 
fuddenly fell fuch a violent ihower of .hail, that I 
vas immediately by the force of it ftmck to the 
ground : and when I was down, the hail-ftones 
gave me fuch cruel bangs all over the body, as if I 
had been pelted with tennis-balls ; however, I made 
fhift to creep on all four, and fhclter myfclf by ly- 
ing flat on my face on the lee- fide of a border of 
lemon- thyme, biK fo bruifed from head to foot, 
that I could not go abroad m ten days. Neither is 
this at all to.be wondered at, becaufe nature in 
that country obferving the fame proportion through 
all her operations, a hail-Aone is near eighteen hun- 
dred times as large as one in Europe, which I can 
• .aflert upon experience, having been fo curious as u> 
weigh and meafure them. 

But a moie dangerous accident happened to me 
in the fame garden, when my little nurfe believing 
.fhe had put me in a fecure place, which I often in- 
treated her to do, that I might enjoy my owa 
thoughts, and having left my box at home to avoid 
the trouble of carrying it, went to anbther part of 
the garden with her governefs, and fome ladies of 
her aquaintance. While fhe was abfent, and out 
of hearing, a fmall white fpaniel belonging to one 
of the chief gardeners, having got by accident into 
the garden, happened to range near the place where 
I lay : the dog, following the fcent, came direftly 
tip, and, taking me in his mouth, ran Arait to his 
^aftcr, wagging his tail, and fet me gently on the 
ground. By good fortune he had been fo well 
taught, that I was carried between his teeth without 
the leaft hurt, or even tearing my cloaths. But the 
poor gardener, who knew me well, and had a great 
kindnefs for me, was in a terrible fright : he gent- 
ly took me up in both his hands, and aiked me how 
i did ; but I was fo amazed and out of breath, that 
I could not fpeak a word. In a few minutes 1 came 

rxnyfcli^ and be carried me fafe to my little nurfe, 
who 
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who hf this time had returned to the place where 
fhe left me, and was ia cruel agonies when I did 
not appear, nor anfwer when fhe called : She fe- 
verely reprimanded the gardener on account of his 
dog. But the thing was hufhed up, and never 
known at court; for the girl was afraid of the 
Queen's anger, and tru)y» as to myfelf, I thought 
it would not be for my reputation that fuch a ftory/ 
fhould go about. 

This accident abfolutely determined Glumdal- 
clitch never to trufl me abroad for the future out of 
her Hght. I had been long afraid of thi^ rcfolution, 
and therefore concealed from her fome little un- 
lucky adventures, that happened in tbofe times when 
I-wasleft by myfelf. Once a kite, hovering over 
the garden, made a (loop at me, and, if I had not 
refolutely drawn my hanger, and run under a thick 
efpalier, he would have certainly carried me away 
in his talons. Another time, walking to the top of 
a frefh mole-hill, I fell to my neck in the hole, thro* 
which that animal had cad up the earth, and coin- 
ed fome lye, not worth remembering, to cxcufe my- 
felf for fpoiling my cloaths. I likevvife broke my 
right fhln againft the fhell of a fnail, which 1 hap- 
pened to ftumble over, as I was walking alone, and i 
thinking on poor England. 

I cannot tell, whether I were more pleafed or • 
mortified to obferve, in thofe folitary walks, that 
the fmaller birds did not appear to be at all afraid ^ 
of me, but would hop about within a yard's di (lance, 
looking for worms and other food, with as much 
indiflference and fecurity, as if no creature at all 
were near them. I remember, a thrufh had the : 
confidence to fnatch out of my hand, with his bill, 
a piece of cake that Glumdalclitch had juft g^iyen 
me for my breakfaft. When I attempted to catch 
any of thefe birds, they would boldly turn againft 
me, endeavouring to pick my fingers, which I dwv^ 
not venture within, their reach •, aud x\i^u\Xx^i ^o\i^A 
D 2 '^^^ 



4a GULLIVER'S TRAVELS. Part II. 

hop back UDConcerned to hunt for worms orfnailsv-^ 
as they did before. But one daj I took a thick cud* 
gel, and threw it with all my ftrength fo luckily at 
a linnet, that I knocked him down, and, feizing 
him by the neck with both my hands, ran with htrar 
in triumph to my nurfe. However the bird, who* 
had only been ftunncd, recovering himfelf, gave 
me fo many boxes with his wings on both fides of 
my head and body, though I held him at arms 
length, and was out of the reach of his claws, that 
I was twenty times thinking to let him go. But I 
was foon relieved by one of our fervants^ who- 
wruog off the bird's neck, and I had him next day 
for dinner by the Queen's command. This linnet, 
as near as I can remember, feemed to be fbmewhat 
larger than an England fwan. 

The maids of honour often Invited Glumdalclitch 
to their apartments, and defircd fhc would bring 
me along with her, on purpofe to have the pleafure 
of feeing and touching me» They wouM often ftrip 
me naked from top to toe, and lay me at full length 
in their bofoms, wherewith I was much difgufted; 
becaufe, to fay the truth, a very ofienfive fmellcame 
from their Ikins ; which I do not mention, or in- 
tend, to the difadvantage of thofe excellent ladies, 
for whom I have all manner of refpcdl ; but I con- 
ceive that my fenfe was naorc acute, in proportioa 
to my littlenefs, and that thofe illuftrious perfons 
were no more difagreeable to their lovers, or to each 
other, than people of the (amc quality are with us 
in England. And, after all, I found their natural 
fmell was much more fupportable than when they 
ufed perfumes, under which I immediately fwooned 
away. I cannot forger, that an intimate friend of 
mine in Lilliput took the freedom in a warm day, 
when I had ufed a good deal of exercife, to com- 
plain of a ilrong fmell about me, although I am as 
little faulty that way, as moft of my fex : but I fup- 
poi c his foculty of fmelling was as nice with regard 
^•fci- to 
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to me, as mine was to that of this people. Upon 
this point, I cannot forbear doing juflice to the 
Queen mj miftrcfs, and Glumdalclitch my nurfe,. 
whofe perfons were as fweet as thofe of any lady iu 
England. 

That which gave me moftuneafincfs among the(e 
maids of honour, |[when my nurfe carried me to 
them,) was to fee them ufe me without any manner 
of ceremony, like a creature who had' no fort of 
confequcnce : for they would ftrip* themfclves to 
the fkin, and put on their fmocfcs in my prefence, 
while I was placed on their toiler, directly before 
their naked bodies, which I am fure to me was very 
for from being a templing fight, or from giving me 
any other emotions than thofe of horror and dif- 
guft. Their fkins appeared fo coarfe and uneven, 
fo varioufly coloured, when I faw them near, with 
2 mole here and there as broad as a trencher, and 
hairs hanging from it thicker than pack- threads, to 
fay nothing farther concerning the reft of their 
perfons.. Neither did they at all fcruplc, while I 
was by, to difcharge what they had drank, to the 
quantity of at leail two hogfheads in a vcffel that 
held above three tuns. The handfomeft among 
thofe maids of honour, a plcafant frolickfome girl 
of fixteen, would fomctimes fet me aftride upoa 
one of her nipple, with manv other tricks, where- 
in the reader will excufe me tor not being over par- 
ticular. But I was fo much difpleafed, that I in- 
treated Glumdalclitch to contrive fome excufe for 
not feeing that young lady any more. 

One day a young gentleman, who was nephew to 
my nurfe's goverhcfs, came and prefled them both 
to fee an execution. It was of a man who had mur- 
dered one of that gentleman's intimate acquaint- 
ance. Glumdalclitch was prevailed on to be of the 
company, very much againft her inclination, for 
(be was naturally tender-hearted : and ?is £01: tti^- 
fclf, although I abliorrcd fuch kind oE fpceL2ic\t.s* 
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yet my curiofity tempted me to fee fomething, that 
I thought muft be extraordinary. The malefaftor 
was fixed in a chair upon a fcaftbld erefted For that 
purpofe, and his head cut off at one blow with a 
fword of about forty feet long. The veins and ar- 
teries fpouted up fuch a prodigious quantity of 
blood, and fo high in the air, that the great 'J^t 
d^eau at Vcrfailles was not equal for the time it laft- 
ed; and the head, when it fell on the fcaffold fljor, 
gave fuch a bounce as made me Ibirt, ahhough I 
were at Icafl: half an Engliih mile diftant. 

The Queen, who often ufed to hear me talk of 
my fca-voyages, and took all occaflons to divert mc 
when I was melancholy, afked me whether I un- 
derftood how to handle a fail or an oar, and whe- - 
ther a little exercife of rowing might not be conve- 
nient for my health : I anfwered, that 1 underftood 
both very well: for although my proper employ- 
ment had been to be furgeon or dodlor.to the (hip, 
yet often upon a pinch I was forced to work like a 
common mariner. But I could not fee how this 
could be done in their country, where the fmallcft 
wherry was equal to a firft-rate.man of war among 
us, and fuch a boat as I could manage would never 
live in any of their rivers. Her Majefty faid, if I 
would contrive a boat, her own joiner fliould make 
it, and flie would provide a place for me to fail in. 
The fellow was an ingenious workman, and by xny 
inftruftlons in ten days linifhed a pleafure boat, 
'with all its tackling, able conveniently to hold eight 
Europeans. When it was finifhcd, the Queen was 
fo delighted, that fhe ran with it in her lap to thif 
King, who ordered it to be put in a ciftern full of 
water with me in it by way of trial ; where I could 
not manage my two fculls, or little oars, for want 
of room. But the Queen had before contrived an- 
other projeft. She ordered the joiner to make a 
wooden trough of three hundred feet long, fifty 
broad; and eight deep ; which being well pitched, 

to 
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to prevent leaking, was placed on the floor along 
the wall in fa outer room of the palace. It had a 
cock near the bottom to let out the water, whe^ it 
began to grow flale ; and two fei*vants could eafily 
£11 it in half an hour. Here i often ufed to royr 
for my own diverfion, as well as that of the Queen 
and her ladies, who thought themfelves well en|er« 
tained with my ikill and agility. Sometimes I would 
put up my fail) and then my bufinefs was only to 
fleer, while the ladies gave me a gale with their fans ; 
and when they were weary, fome of the pages would 
blow my fail forward with their breath, while I (hewed 
my art by fleering flarboard or larboard, as I plcafed. 
When I had done, Glumdalclitch always carried back 
my boat into her clofec, and hung it on a nail to dry. 

In this exercife I once met an accident, which 
had like to h^ve cod me my life : for one of the 
pages having put my boat into the trough, the go* 
vernefs, who attended Glumdalclitch, very offici* 
oully lifted me up to place me in the boat, but I 
happened to flip through her fingers, and fhould 
infallibly have fallen down forty feet upon the floor^ 
if, by the luckieft chance in the world, I had not 
been flopped by a corking-pin that fluck in the 
good gentlewoman's (lomacher ; the head of the 
pin pafled between my fhirt and the waiflband of 
my breeches, aiid thus I was held by the middle in 
the air, till Glqmdalclitch ran to my relief. 

Another time, one of the fervants, whofe ofiice 
it was to fill my trough every third day with frefh 
water, was fo carelefs to let a huge frog (not per- 
ceiving it) flip out of his pail. The frog lay conceal- 
ed till I was put into my boat, but then, feeing a 
refling- place, climbed up, and made it lean fo much 
on one fide, that I was forced to balance it with all 
my weight on the other to prevent overturning. 
When the frog was got in, it hopped at once half 
the length of the boat, and then over ixv^ Kt^^d^ 
baclcwards and forwards, daubing u\^ i^ct "^^^^ 
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clothes with its odious (lime. The largcncfs of its 
features made it appear the tnofl deformed animal 
that can be conceived. However, I defired Gltim* 
*dialclitch to let me deal with it alone. 1 banged it 
a good while with one of my fcuUs, and at laft for- 
ced it CO leap out of the boat. 

•But the grcateft danger I ever underwent in that 
krugdom, was from a monkey, who belonged to 
one of the clerks of the kitchen. Glumdalclitch had 
locked me up in her clofet, while (hcwcntlbmte- 
Whcre upon bufinefs, or a vifit. The weather being 
very warm, the clofct-window was left open^ as well 
as the windows and the door of my bigger box, io* 
"Which I ufually lived, becaufe of its largenefs and 
conveniency. As I fat quietly meditating at nfiy ta- 
ble, I heard fomething bounce in at the clofet- win- 
dow, and fkip about from one fide to the dther: 
whereat although 1 were much alarmed, yet 1 Ven- 
tured to look our, but not ftlrring from my feat ; 
and then I faw this frolidtfome animal frifklng and 
leaping up and down, till at laft he came to tof 
1)0x, which he feemed to view with great pleafuit 
and curiofity, peepidg in at the door add every Win-- 
dow. I retreated to the farther corner of my rbotia,- 
t)r box, but the monkey looking in at every illde 
l^ut me into foch a fright, that I wanted prdende 
of mind to conceal myfelf under the bed, as I might 
cafily have done. After fome time fpent in peeping,, 
grinning, and chattering, he at laft efpied me, and 
Teaching oik of his paws in at the door, as a caft 
does when fhe plays with a moufe, although I of- 
ten ihifted place to avoid him, he at length fei^ed 
the lappet of my coat, (which, being made of that 
country filk, was very thick and ftrong,) and drag-- 
ged me out. He took me up in his right fore-foot, 
and held me as a nurfe does a child (he is going to 
fuckle, juft as I have.feen the fame fort of creature 
do with a kitten in Europe ; and, when I offered' 
^lo firuggh, he fqueezed rat fo hard, that I thought 
■^ it 
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it more prudent to fubmit. I have good reafon to 
believe, that he took me for a young one of his owa 
1 pec*ie8,"by his often flroaking my face very gently with 
his other paw. In thefe divei iions he was interrupted 
by a noife at the clofct-door, as if fomebody were 
opening it ; whereupon he fuddenly leaped up to 
the window, at which he had come in^ and thence 
upon theieadsand gutters, walking upon three legs,, 
and holding me in the fourth, till he clambered up 
to a^roof that was next to ours I heard Glumdal- 
clitch give a (hreek at the moment he was carrying 
me out. The poor girl was almoft diflraAed : that 
^quarter of the palace was all in an uproar ; the ier- 
^^nts ran for ladders ; the monkey was feen by hun- 
dreds in rhex:ourt, fitting upon the ridge of a build« 
Jng, holding me like a baby in one of his forepaws, 
.and feeding me with the other, by cramming into 
my mouth fome vitSiuals he had Squeezed out of the 
bag on one fide of his chaps, and patting me when 
I would not eat ; whereat many of the rabble be- 
low could not forbear laughing ; neither do I think 
they.juflly ought to be blamed, for without queftion- 
the fight was ridiculous enough to every body but 
myfelf. Some of the people threw up ftones, hop- 
ing to drive the monkey down ; but this was (\ri6t- 
ly forbidden, or elfe very probably my brains had 
been dafhed out. 

The ladders were now applied, and mounted by 
feveral men, which the monkey obfcrving, and 
finding himielf almoft incompaiTed; not being able^ 
to make fpeed enough with his three legs, let me 
drop on a ridge-tyle, and made his efcape. Here I 
fat for fome tinie, five hundred yards from the 
ground, expelling every moment to be blown down 
by the wind, or to fall by my own giddinefs, and 
come tumbling over and over from the ridge to the 
eves : but anlioneft lad, one of my nurfe's foormen, 
climbed up« and putting me into his breeches ^o^- 
kct brought me dowp mfc. 
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I was almoft choaked with the filthy (luff the 
monkey had crammed down my throat ; but my 
dear little nurfc picked it out of my mouth with a 
iniall needle, and then I fell a-vomiting, which 
gave me great relief. Yet I was foweak, andbruif- 
ed in the fides with the fqueezes given me by this 
odious animal, that I was forced to keep my bed a 
fortnight. The King, Queen, and all the court, 
fcnt every day to enquire after my health, and her 
Majefly made me feveral vifits during my .ficknefs. 
The monkey was killed, and an order made that 
no fuch animal fhould be kept about the palace. 

When I attended the King after my recovery to 
return him thanks for his favours, he was pleafed 
to rally me a good deal upon this adwnture. He 
aiked me, what my thoughts and fpeculations were 
while I lay in the monkey's paw ; how 1 liked the 
vldluaU he gave me ; his manner of feeding ; and 
whether the frelh air on the roof had fharpcncd 
my ftomach. He defired to know, what I would 
ha/e done upon fuch an occafion in my own coun- 
try. I told hi§ Majefty, that in Europe we had no 
monkeys, except fuch as were brought for curiofi- 
ties from other places, and fo fmall, that I could 
deal with a dozen of them together, if they prefum- 
cd to attack me. And as for that monfirous animal 
with whom I was fo lately engaged, (it was indeed 
as large as an elephant.) if vny tears had fuflfered 
me to think fo far as to make tifc of my hanger, 
(looking fiercely, and clapping my hand upon the 
hilt, as I fpoke,) when he poked his raw into my 
chamber, perhaps I (hould have given hi«s> fuch a 
wound, as would have made him glad to withdraw 
it with more hade than he put it in. This I deli- 
vered in a firm tone, like a perlon who was jt aIous 
left his courage (hould be called in queftion. How- 
ever, my fptech produ<;ed nothing elfc bcfides a 
loud laughter, which all the rcfpcft, due to his 
*jMajcfty from tbofe about him, could not make 
V them 
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them contain. • This made me refl -A, how vain .in 
attempt it b for a man to endeavour to do himielf 
honour among thofe, who are out of all degree of 
equality or comparifon with him. And yet I have 
feen the moral of my own behaviour very frequent 
in England fince my return, where a little contemp* 
tible variety without the kail title to birch» perfon, 
wity or common fenfe, (hall prefume to look with 
importance, and put himfelf upon a foot with the 
greateft perfons of the kingdom. 

I was every day furnifhing the court with fome 
ridiculous ftory ; and Glumdalclitcb, although fhc 
loved me to excefs, yet was arch enough to inforod 
the Queen, whenever I committed any folly that 
ihe thought would be diverting to her Majefty . The 
^irU who had been out of order, wai carried by 
her governefs to take the air about an hour's dif- 
tance, or thirty miles from town. They alighted 
out of the coach near a fmall foot-path in a field, 
and, Glumdalcltcch fetting down my travelling-box» 
I went out of it to walk. There was a cow-dung 
in the path, and I mud need try my a^ivity by at- 
tempting to leap over it. 1 took a run, but unfor- 
tunately jumped fhort, and found myfelf juft in the 
middle up to my knees. I waded through with fome 
difficulty, and one of^ the fpotmen wiped me as clean 
as he could with his handkerchief; for I was filthi- 
ly bemired, and my nurfe confined me to my box> 
till we returned home ; where the Queen wa$ foon 
informed of what had pafled, and the footmen 
^read it about the court ; fo that all the mirth for 
fome days was at my expeofe. 
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CHAP. VI*. 

Several csntrivances of the author to pleafe the King 
and ^leen. He/hews hisjkill in mujic. The King 
inquires into theftate of England^ 'which the author 
relates to him. The King's obfervations thereon. 

I USED to attend the King«'s levee once or twice 
a week, and had often feen him under the bar- 
ber*s hand, which indeed was at fird very terrible 
to behold:: for the razor was almod twice as long 
as an ordinary fcythe. His Majeily, according to 
the cuftom of the country, was only fhaved twice 
a-week. I once prevailed on the barber to give me 
ibme of the fuds or lather, out of which 1 picked . 
forty or fifty of the ftrongeft flumps of hair. I then 
took a piece of fine wood, and cut it like the back 
of a comb, making feveral holes in it at equal dif- 
tance with as fmall a needle as J could get from 

-* In this chapter the author gives an account of the political ilate 
of Europe. His obfervations are delivered with his ufual fpirit of hu- 
mour and feverity. He appears mod particularly aft'e£ted with the 
proceedings of the courts of jodicatore, and complains ef being almoft 
Tuioed by a chancery- fult, which was tUttrmlned in bis favour with 
folit, . It muft be conf elTcd, that inftances of this kind are too freqnent 
in our courts of joftice; and the^ leave us no ror>m to boaftof the ex* 
ccutlon of our prefentlaws, however exctllent the laws, in their own 
original foundation, may have been. Judgement, wben turned intt 
Kocrmvfood, is hitter ; bpt debys^ as Lord Bacon obferves, turn it in^ 
to vinegar* It becomes (harp and corroding : and certainly it is more 
elgible to die immediately by the wound of an enemy, than to deoay 
lingering by poifon, adminiftered from a feemiog friend. Orrery, 

The noble commentator is miftaken as to his firft obfervation ; for 
Gulliver has here given a polidcal account of no country but £ng' 
laud. It is however a miftake to which any commentator would 
have been liable, who had read little more than the titles or contentt 
of the chanters, into which this work is divided j for the word Eu' 
nfe has,- in fome £ngU(h, and all the Iriih editions, been printed in 
^im litJe pf this chapter, inflead of England^ 

iB Glumdalclitcb, 
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Glumdalclitch. I fixed in the flumps fo artifictalify 
fcraping and floping them with my knife towards 
the points, that I made a veiy tolerable comb ; 
which was a feafonable fupply, my own being fo 
much broken in the tceth» that it was almod ufe- 
lefs : neither did I know any arcift in that country 
{6 nice and exad^ as would undertake to make mc 
another. 

And this puts mc in mind of an amufemcnt^ 
wherein I fpent many of my leifure- hours. I deiir- 
ed the Queen's woman to fave for me the combings 
of her Majefly's hair, whereof in time I got a good 
quantity, and confulting with my friend the cabi- 
net-maker, who had received general orders to do 
little jobs for me, Idireded him to make two chair- 
frames, no larger than thofe I had in my box, and 
then to bore little holes-with a fine awl round thofe 
parts where I'defignedthc hackstand feats; through 
thefe holes I wove the ftrongefl hairs I could pick 
out, jufl after the manner of cane-chairs in England. 
When they were finiihed, I made a prefent of them 
to her Majefiy, who kept them in her cabinet, and 
Hied to ibew them for curiofities, as indeed they 
were the wonder of every* one that beheld them. 
The Qjieen wouki have had me (it upon one o£ 
thofe chairs, but I abfolutely refufed to obey her^ 
protefting I would rather die a thoufand deaths* 
than place a difhonourable part of my body on thofe 

?recious hairs that once adorned her Majefty's head. 
)f thefe hairs (as I had always a mechanical genius,) 
I Itkewife made a neat little purfe about five feet 
U>ng, with her Majefly's name decyphered in gold 
letters, which I gave to Glumdalcruch by the 
Qiieen's confent. To fay the truth, it was more 
for fhcw than ufe, being not of ftrengj^h to bear the 
weight of the larger coins, and therefore flic kept 
nothing in it but Ibme little toys that girls are foiid 
of. 
The King, who delighted in mu&c, Vv^id ^vto^^.^'^ 
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concerts at court, to which I was fometimes carriedy 
and fet in my box on a table to hear them : but the 
noifc was fo great, that f could hardly diftinguilh 
the tunes* I am confid^nt^ that all the drums and 
trumpets of a royal army, beating and founding 
together juft at your cars, could not equal it,. My 
pra Aice was to have my box removed from the place 
where the performers far, as far as I could, .hen to 
ihut the doors and windows of it, and draw the 
window curtains ; after which I found their mufic 
not difagreeablc. 

I had learned in my youth to play a little upon 
the fpinet. Glumdalclitch kept one in her cham* 
ber, and a mafler attended twice a week to teach 
her : I called it a fpinet, becaufe it fomewhat re- 
fembled that inftrument, and was played upon in 
the fame manner. A fancy came into nly head| 
that I would entertain the King and Queen with an 
Englifh tune upon this inftrument. But this ap* 
peared extremely difficult : for the fpinet was neaip 
fixty feet long, each key being almoft a foot wide, 
fo that with my arms cx^nded I could not reach to 
above five keys, and to prefs them down required a 
good fmart ftroke with my fi(^, which would be too 
great a labour, and to no purpofe. The method I 
contrived was this : I prepared two round flicks 
about the bignefs of comnoon cudgels ; they were 
thicker at one end than the other, and I covered 
the thicker ends with a piece of moufe's (kin, that, 
by rapping on them, I might neither damage the 
tops of the keys, nor interrupt the found. Before 
the fpinet a bench was placed about four feet below 
the keys, and I was put upon the bench. I ran fide* 
ling upon it that way and this, as faft as I could, 
banging the proper keys with my two fticks, and 
made a (hift to play a jig to the great fatisfaAion of 
both their Majefties : but it was the moft violent 
cxercife 1 ever underwent, and yet I could not ftrike 

rvc lixtGcn keys, nor confequcntly play the bafs 
and 
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and treble together, as other artilh do ; which was 
a great difad vantage to tny performance. 

The King, who, as I before obferved, was a 
prince of excellent underftanding, would frequent- 
ly order, that I ihould be brought in my box, and 
fet upon the table in his clofet; he would then 
command me to bring one of my chaii-s out of the 
box, and fit down within three yards diftance upon 
the top of the cabinet, which brought me almoft to 
a level with his face. In this manner I had feveral 
converfations with him. I one day took the free* 
dom to tell his Majefty, that the contempt he dif* 
covered towards Europe, and the reft of the world, 
did not fecm anfwerable to thofe excellent qualities 
of mind that he was maOer of : that realon did not 
extend itfelf with the bulk of the body ; on the 
contrary, we obferved in our country, that the 
talleft perfons were ufually lead provided with it : 
that, among other animals, bees and ants had the 
reputation of moreindullry, art, and fagacity, than 
many of the larger kinds ; and that, as incunfider'* 
able as he took me to be, I hoped I mii;ht live to ^ 
do his Majefty fome fignal fervice. The King heard 
me with attention, and began to conceive a much 
better opinion of me than he had ever before. He : 
defired I would give him as exadt an account of the 
government of England, as I pofiibly could ; be* 
caufe, as fond as princes commonly are of their 
own cuftoms, (for fo he conjectured of other mo- 
narchs by my former difcourfes,) he fhould be glad 
to bear of any thing that might deferve imitation. 

Imagine with thyfelf, courteous reader, how of« 
ten I then wiQied for the tongue of Demofthenes 
or Cicero, that might have enabled me to celebrate 
the praife of my own dear native country, in a ftile 
equal to its merits and felicity. 

I began my difcourfe by informing his Majefty, 
that our dominions confided of two iflands, ^VvxOa. 
compofcd three mighty kingdoms \xudct ou^ ^oNt,-» 
F 3 x^^'jj^ 



% 
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reigDy beiides our plantations in America. I dweh 
long upon the fertility of our foil, and the tempe- 
rature of our climate. I then fpoke at large upon 
the conftitution of an Engliih parliament, partly 
made up of an iliuflrious body called the Houfe of 
Peers, perfons of the nobleft blood, and of the 
mod ancient and ample patrimonies. 1 defcribed 
that extraordinary care always taken of their educa- 
tion in arts and arms, to qualify them for being 
counfellors both to the king and kingdom ; to have 
a (hare in the leglflature ; to be members of the 
higheft court of judicature, from whence there 
could be no appeal ; and to be champions always 
ready for the defence of their prince and country, 
by their valour, condudl:, and fidelity. That thele 
were the ornament and bulwark of the kingdom, 
worthy followers of their moft renowned anceftors,- 
vrhofe honour had been the reward of their virtue, 
from which their pofteriiy were ncv^r once known 
to degenerate. To thefe were joined feveral holy 
perfons as part of that aflembly, under the title of 
bifliops, whofe peculiar bufinefs it is to take care of 
religion, and of thofe who inftru£t the people 
therein. Thefe were fearched and fought out 
through the whole • nation, by the prince and his 
wifeft counfellors among fuch of the prieftbood, as 
were moft defervedly diftinguifhed by the fan&iif 
of their lives, and the depth of their erudition, 
who were indeed the fpiritual fathers of the clergy 
and the people. 

That the other part of the parliament confifted 
of an afiembly called the houfe of commons, who 
were all principal gentlemen, freely picked and cull* 
ed out by the people themfclves, for their great a- 
bilities and love of their country, to reprefent the 
wifdom of the whole nation. And that thefe two 
bodies made up the moft auguft aftembly in Europe, 
to whom, in conjundlion with the prince, the whole 
i^piflature is committed. 
. I 
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I then defcended to the courts of juftice, over 
which the judges, thofc venerable iliges and inter- 
preters of the law, prcfidcd for determining tlic 
difpuced rights and pro|)erties of men, as vrcU as 
foe the punifliment of vice and protection oF inno- 
cence. I mentioned the prudent management of 
our trcafuiy, the valour and aichicvcmcnts of our 
forces by fea and land. I computed the number of 
our people, by reckoning how many millions there 
might be of each religious f«.£l, or political party a- 
mong us. I did not omit even our fports and 
padimes, or aity other particular, which I thought 
might redound to the honour of my country. And 
1 iiniihed all with a brief hil^orical account of af- 
fairs and events in England for about an hundred 
years part. 

This converfation was not ended under five au* 
dienccs, each of feveral houis ; and the king heard 
the whole with great attention, frequently taking 
notes of what I (poke, as well as memorandums of 
what queAions he intended to aik me. 
■ When I had put an end to thcfe long difcourfes, 
his Majefiy in a lixth audience confulting his notes, 
propofed many doubts, queries, and objections up- 
on every article. He aiked what methods were ufed 
to cultivate the minds and bodies of our young no- 
bility, and in what kind of bufinefs they commonly 
(pent the firft and teachable part of their lives. 
What courfe was taken to lupply that afTcmbly 
when any noble family became extin6l. What qua- 
lifications were neceilary in thofe who are to be 
created new lords : whether the humour of the 
prince, a fum of money to a court- lady or a prime 
minifter, or a defign of ftrengthcning a party op- 
pofite to the public intereft, ever happened to be 
motives in thofe advancements. What fharc of 
knowledge thefe lords had in the laws of their coun- 
try, and how they came by it, fo as to enable \\\^tcv 
to decide the propertied of their £c\\oNtf*{u\>^c&& vci 
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the la ft rcfort. Whether they were always fo free 
from avarice, partialides, or want, that a bribe or 
fomc other finiftcrview could have no place among 
them. Whether ihofc holy lords I fpoke of, were 
always promoted to that rank upon account of 
their knowledge in religious matters, and the fanc- 
tity of their lives ; had never been compilers with 
the times whil^ they were common prlefts, or fla- 
vifh proftitute chaplains, to fome nobleman, whofe 
opinions they continued fervilely to follow after 
they w^re admitted into that affembly. 

He then defired to know, what arts were prafti- 
fed in elefting thofe whom I called commoners : 
whether a ftranger with a ftrong purfe might not 
influence the vulgar voters to chufe him before 
their own landlord, or the moft contidtirable gen: 
tleman in the neighbourhood. How it came to pafs, 
that people were fo violently bent upon getting into 
this affv^mbly, which I allowed to be a great trou* 
ble and expence, often to the ruin of their families, 
without any falary or penfion ; becaufc this appear- 
ed fuch an exalted ftrain of virtue and public fpi- 
rit, that his Majcfty feemed to doubrit might pof* 
iibly not be always finccre : and he defired to know 
whether fuch zealous gentlemen could have any 
views of refunding themfelves for the charges and 
trouble they were at, by facrificing the public good 
to the dcfigns of a weak and vicious prince, in con- 
junAion with a corrupted miniftry. He multiplied 
his queftions, and fifted me thoroughly upon eve* 
ry part of this head, propofing numberlefs eoqui'* 
ries and objeAions, which I think it not prudent 
or convenient to repeat. 

Upon what 1 faid in relation to our courts of ju- 
ftice, his Majefty defired to be fatisfied in fevcral 
points : and this I was the better able to do, ha- 
ving been formerly almoft ruined by a long fuit in 
chancery, which was decreed for me with cofts. He 
MJkcd whsLt time was ufuilly fpent in determining 

between 
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between right and wrong, and what degr'*e of cx« 
pence. Wheiher advocates and orators had liix r* 
ty to pkad in caufes manifeflly known to be unju(^, 
vexatious, or opprtffivc. Whether party in reli- 
gion or politics were obferved to be of riny wci(»ht 
in the fcale of juilice. Whether thofe pleading -.ra* 
tors were perfons educated in the general knowledge 
of equity, or only in provincial, national, and o« 
ther local cuftoms. Whether they or their judges 
had any part in penning thofe laws, which they af* 
fumed the liberty of interpreting and gloffing upon 
at their pleafure. Whether they had evcr» at dif* 
fcrent limes, pleaded for and againd the famt 
caufe, and cited precedents to prove contrary opi- 
nions. Whether they were a rich or a poor cor* 
poration. Whether they received any pecuniary 
reward for pleading or delivering their opinions. 
And particularly, whether they were ever admitted 
as members in the lower fenate. 

He fell next upon the manageiment of our trea« 
fury ; and faid, he thought my memory had fail- 
ed me» becaufe I computed our taxes at about five 
or fix millions a*year, and whtn I came to mention 
the ifliies, he found they amounted to fometimes 
more than double : for the notes he had taken 
were very particular in this point, becaufe he 
hoped, as he told me, that the knowledge of our 
conduA might be ufeful to him, and he could not 
be deceived in his calculations. But, if what I told 
him were true, he was {kill at a lofs how a king« 
dom could run out of its eftate like a private per- 
fon. He afkcd me, who were our creditors : and 
where we found money to pay them. He wonder- 
ed to hear me talk of fuch chargeable and expen- 
five wars ; that certainly we muft be a quarrelfome 
people, or live among very bad neighbours, and 
that our generals muft neecis be richer than our 
kings. He alked what bufmefs we had o>]Lt o( o\it 
own iflands, unlcfi upon the fcorc ol: trade ot \vt^- 
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ty, or to defend the coafts with our fleet. Above 
all, he was amazed to hear me talk of a mercenary 
{landing army in the midft of peace, and among a 
free people. He faid, if we were gorerned by our 
own confent, ia the perfons of our reprcfeniatives, 
he tould not imagine of whom we were afraid, or 
againil whom we were to fight ;. and would hea? 
my opinion, whether a private man's houfe might 
not better be defended by himfelf, his children^ 
and family, than by half a dozen rafcals, picked 
up at a venture in the flreet for fmall wagesi who 
might get an hundred times more for cutting their 
throats. 

He laughed at my odd kind of arithmetic (as he 
was pleafed to call it) in reckoning the numbers of 
our people by a computation drawn from the feveral 
fe£ts among us in religion and politics. He faid, 
he knew no reafon why thofe, wh<> entertain opi- 
nions prejudicial to the public, fhould be obliged to 
change, or fhould not be obliged co conceal tbem. 
^^nd as it was tyranny in any government to require 
the firft, fo it was weaknefs not to inforce the fe- 
cond : for a man may be allowed to keep poifons 
in his clofet, but not to vend them about for cor- 
dials. 

He obferved, that among the diverfionsof our 
nobility and gentry, I had mentioned gaming ; ho 
defired to know at what age this entertainment was 
ufually taken up, and when it was laid down ; how 
much of their time it employed : whether it ever 
went fo high as to affedl their fortunes : whether 
mean vicious people, by their dexterity in that art^ 
might not arrive at great riches, and fometimes keep 
our very nobles in dependence, as well as habituate 
them to vile companions, wholly take them from 
the improvement of their minds, and force them 
by the lofles they received, to learn and pra^tife 
that infamous dexterity upon others. 
. He was perfectly aflonifhed with the hidorical 
1 - account 
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account I gave him of our affairs during the laft 
century, protefting it was only a heap of confpira- 
cies, rebellions, murders, maflacres, revolutionSf 
baniihmenrs, the very word effcAs that avarice^ 
faftion, hypocrify, perfidi»^u(ncls, cruelty, rage, 
madnefs, hatred, envy, luft, malice, and ambitioa 
could produce. 

His Msjedy, in another audience, was at the 
pains to recapitulate the fum of all I had fpoken ; 
compared the queftions he made, with the anfuers 
I had given ; then taking me into his hands, and 
ftroaking me gently, delivered himfclf in thtfe 
words, which I fhall never forget, nor the manner 
be fpoke them in : My little friend Griidrig, you 
have made a moft admirable panegyric upon your 
country : you have clearly proved, that ignorance, 
idlenefs, and vice are the proper ingredients for 
qualifying a legtflator ; that laws are heft explained, 
interpreted, and applied by thofe whofe intereft and 
abilities lie in perverting, confounding, and eluding 
them. I obfeive among you fome lines of an in* 
ftitution, which, in its original might have been to- 
lerable, but thefe half erafed, and the red wholly 
blurred and blotted by corruptions. It doth not 
appear from all you have faid, how any one per- 
fection is required toward the procurement of any 
one ftation among you ; much lefs that men are en- 
nobled on account of their virtue, that priefts are 
advanced for their piety or learning, foldiers for 
their conduA or valour, judges for their integrity, 
ienators for the love of their country, or counfel- 
lors for their wifdom. As for yourfelf, continued 
the King, who have fpent the greaced part of yotir 
Kfe in travelling, I am well difpofed to hope you 
,may hitherto have efcaped many vices of your 
country. But by what I have gathered from 
your own relation, and the anfwers I have with . 
much pains wringed and extorted from you, 1 e?k.tv* 
not but conclude the bulk of your natives t^>^^ vVv^ 
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moft pernicious race of little odious vermin^ that 
nature ever fuffered to crawi upon the furface of 
the earth. 



CHAP. VII ♦. 

Thr author^ s love of his country. He makes a propofal 
of much advantage to the Kingy which is rije£ied. 
The Kitig^s great ignorance in politics. The learn* 
irtgof that country very imperfect and confined. The 
iawSf and military affair s^ and parties in thejlate^ 

NOTHING but an extreme love of truth could 
have hindered me from concealing this part of 
my ftory. It was in vain todifcover my refentments^ 
which were always turned into ridicule ; and I was 
forced to reft with patience, while my noble and 
moit beloved country was \o injurioiifly treated. I 
ain as heartily ftirry as any of my readers can pofiibly 
be, 'hat iuch an occafion was given: but this prince 
happened to be fo curious and inquiHtive upon eve- 
ry p-iiicular, that it could nor confift either with 
gratitude or good manners to retufe giving him 
wh'^t Tatis faction I was able. Yet thus much I may 
be allowed to iay in my own vindication, that 1 art* 
fully eluded many of his quei^ions, and gave to eve- 
ry point a more favourable turn, by many degrees, 
than the flridtnefsof truth would allow, for I have 

■ • This chrptcr contains fuch farcafms on the ftru£lijre of the bu- 
J9«an body, as too plainlv i^tcw, that the author was unwilling to lofe 

any oppottnnity ot dtbafing ano ridiculing bis own ipecies. Here 

ar reflection naturally occurs, which, without any fuperf^ition, teidt 
tacitlt to admire and confefs iht; ways of Providence. For this great 
|«:ius, (his mighty wit, who feenud to fcoS' and fcorn at all man- 
kind, lived ni.t only to le an example to punifh l.is own pride, and 
to terrify Miis, but underwent fomc of the greated miferies to whicb 
\ Maman mturc is liable. Omry, 

P- - always 
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chat laudable parcialiij co my counrry, which Di« 
onyfiut Halicaronflcnfit with fo much jufticc re- 
commends to an hillorian: I would hide the fi-ail- 
cief and deformitief of my political mother, and 
place her vinues and beautiet in the moll advanta* 
geous light. This wu my fincerc endeavour ia 
riio/e many difcourfei I had with that monarch, al« 
though it unfortunately failed of Aiccefs. 

But great allowances (hould be given to a King» 
who lives wholly fccludcd from the reft of the 
world, and muft therefore be altogether unacquaiut* 
ed with the maimers and cuftoms that moft prevail 
in other nations : the want of which knowledge will 
ever produce many prejudices, and a certain nar* 
rownefs of thinking, from which we and the po- 
liter countries of Lurope are wholly exempted. And 
It would be hard indieed, if ib remote a prince's no* 
tions of virtue and vice were to be offered as a ftan- 
dard for all mankind. 

To confirm what I have now faid, and further 
to (hew the miferable cftcfts of a confined educa* 
tion, I fhall here infert a pafl^ige which will hardly 
obtain belief. In hopes to ingratiate myfelf farther 
into his Mrfjtfty's favour, I told htm of an inven- 
tion dili-overed between three and four hundred 
years ago to make a certain powder, into an heap 
of which the fmalieft fpark of fire falling, would 
kindle the whole in a moment, although it were hs 
big as a mountain, and make it all fly up in the air 
together, with a noife and agitation greater than 
thunder. l*hat a proper quantity of this powder^ 
rammed into an hollow tube of brafs or iron, ac- 
cording to its bignefs, would drive a ball of iron Of 
lead with fuch violence and fpeed, as nothing was 
able to fuftain its force. That the largeft balls thus 
difcbarged would not only deftroy whole ranks of 
an army at once, but batter the ftrongeft walla to 
the ground, fink down (hips, with a thouiand men 
in each, to the bottom of the fea; uxd* ^YkCtiXvv^ 

VoL.V. y %\ 
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The learning of thb people b very defe^Vive^ eon- 
fifting only in morality, hiftory, poetry, and ma- 
thematicsy wherein they mnft be allowed to excel. 
But the laft of thefe is wholly applied to what m%j 
be ufeful in life, to the improvement of agriciiU 
ture, and all mechanical arts ;. fo that among us it 
would be IKtle efteemcd. And as to ideas, etttities, 
ahftradlions, and rranicendantals, I could ncfet 
flrive the leaft conception into their heads. 

No law of that country muft exceed in words 
the number of letters in their alphabet, which con- 
fifts only in two and twenty. But indeed few of 
them extend even to that length. They are exprcf- 
fed in the mod plain and fimplc terms, wherein 
thofe peo(fte are not mercurial 'enough to difcovcv 
above one interpncrution ? and to write a comment 
upon any law is a capital crime. As to the decifion 
m civil caufes, or proceedings againft criminalk, 
their precedents are fo few, that they have -little 
reafon to boaft of any extraordinary (kill in either. 

Thqr have had the art of printing, as well as the 
Chinefe, time out Of mind: but tfa^ir libraries are 
sot very large ; for that of xhi King, which is rec* 
koned the lar^eft, doth not amount to above a 
thoufand volumes, placed in a gallery of twelve 
liundred feet long, from whence I had liberty to bor- 
row what books I pleafed. The Queen's joiner had 
contrived, ki one of Qumdalclitch's rooms, aldnd 
of wooden machine five and twenty feet high, fo^rm*^ 
ed like a ftanding ladder, the fte^s were each fifty 
feet long : it was indeed a moveable pair of ftairs, 
the loweft end placed at ten feet diftance from the 
wall of the chamber. The book I had a- mind to 
read was put up leaning againft the wall : I furft 
mounted to the upper ftep of the ladder, and turn- 
ing my face towards the book, began at the top of 
the page, and fo walking to the right and left about 
leight or ten paces, according to the length of the 
Jiocs, till I had gotten a little below the level of 

mine 
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mine qres, and then defcending gradually till I came 
to the bottom : after which I mounted again, and 
began the other page in the fame manner, and fo 
turned over the leaf, which I could cafily do with 
both my hands, for it was as thick and ftiff at a 
pafte-board, and in the largeft folios not above 
eighteen or twenty feet long. 

Their ftyle is clear, mafculine, and fmooth, but 
not florid ; for they avoid nothing more than mul* 
riplying unneceflTiry words, or uiiiig various cxpref* 
fions, I have perufed many of their hooks, efpe- 
cially thofe in hillory and morality. Among the 
reft I was much diverted wirh a little old trcHtife^ . 
which always lay in Giumdalclitch*s bed-chamber* 
and belonged to her governefs, a grave elderly gen- 
tlewoman, who dealt in writings of morality and 
devotion. The book treats of the we^knefs of hu- * 
man kind, and U in little efteem, except among the 
women and the vulgar. However I was curious to » 
fee what an author of that country could fay upoa • 
fuch a fubjcA. This writer went through all the 
ufual topics of European moralifts, (hewing how ' 
diminutfve, contemptible, and helplefs an animal 
was man in his own nature : how unable to defend 
bimfelf from inclemencies of the air, or the fury of 
wild beafls : how much he was excelled by one 
creature in ftrength, by another in fpeed, by a third i 
in foreilght, by a fourth in induftry. He added, that * 
nature was degenerated in tbefe latter declining ages 
of the world, and could now produce only fmUl 
abortive births, in comparifon of thofe ki ancienc . 
times. He laid it was very reaTonable to think, not < 
only that the fpecies of men were originally much 
larger, but alio that there muft have been giants in 
former ages ; which, as it is aflerted by hiftory and 
tradition, fo it hath been confirmed by huge b*7nes 
and ikulls cafually dug up in fcver^l parts oE the 
. kingdom, far exceeding the common dwindled race 
of maaiaourdays. Ucarnied, thattUtNcr]\v«i«o& 
F 3 ^A.Vtt% 
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nature abfciutely required we iboulil have been made 
io the begioning oir a llz;: cnore large and robuU, not 
io liable to delcruciion from every little accident of 
a tile falling from an houfe, or a fione caft from 
the hand of a boy, or being drowned in a little 
brook. Fiom this way of reafoning, the author 
drew feveral moral applications, ufeful in the con- 
duft of life, but needlefs here to repeat. For my 
own part^ I could not avoid reflecting how univer- 
fally this talent was fpread, of drawing lectures in 
moraliiy, or indeed rather oiatter of difcontent and 
repining, from the quarrels we raife with Nature. 
And, I believe, upon a ftrift enquiry, thofc quar- 
rels might be (hewn as ill-grounded among usy as 
they are among that people *• 

As to their military aflfairs, they boaft that the 
King's army confifts of an hundred and fevcDty-Iix 
thouiand foot, and thirty- two thoufand horfe : if 
that may be called an army, which is made up of 
iradcfmen in the feveral cities, and farmers in the 
country, whofe commanders are only the nobility 
and gentry without pay or reward* l^hey arc indeed 
perfed enough in their exercifes, and under very 
good difcipline, wherein I faw no great merit ; for 
how fhould it be otherwife, where every farmer is 
under the command of his own landlord, and every 
citizen under that of the principal men in his own 
city, chofen after the manner of Venice by ballot i 

1 have often feen the militia of Lorbrulgrud 
drawn out to exercife in a great field, near the city, 
of twenty miles fquare. They were in All not above 
twenty- five thouiand foot, and fix thoufand horfe : 
but it was Impofiible for me to compute their num- 
ber, confidering the fpace of ground they took up. 

• The aiitbor*! teal to juftify Providence ha^ before be«n remark- 

e4 $ and thcfe quarrels with Ka ure, or, in other word;, with God, 

ceald not have been more forcibly reproved, than by ihewing, that the 

compto intt opon which tiiey arc founded, would be equaily fpeciooi 

j^rtVniMi* qI fuchaibciifhtrg (ppeiinvity of fUmrr and (trengtb. 
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A cavalier, mounted on a large Aecd, might be 
about ninety feet high. I have fetn iWn whole bo- 
dy oF horfc, upon a word of conim.ind, draw their 
fwords at once, and brandiih ihcm in the air. Inid'* 
^ination can figure nothing fo grand, io iurpriling, 
and fo aHonilhing ! it looktsd as if ten tboufand 
flafhes of iightoing were dnrting at the fame time 
from every quarter of the iky. 

I was curious to knOM how this prince, to whofe 
dominions there is no accefs from any other coun- 
tty, came 10 think of armies, or to teach his peo- 
ple the practice of military difcipline. But I was 
foon informed both by converfation and reading 
their hiftories : for in the courfe of many ages they 
have been troubled with the fame difeafe to which 
the whole race of mankind is fubjeA; the nobility 
often contending for power, the people for liberty, 
and the King for abfolute dominion. All whicht 
however, happily tempered by the laws of that 
kingdom, have been fometimes violated by each of 
the three pirties, and have more than once occafi* 
oned civil wars, the lad whereof was happily put 
an end to by this prince's grandfather in a general 
compofition -, and the militia, then fettled whh com- 
mon confenc, hath been ever iince kept in the ftrxdk- 
eft duty. 

CHAP. viir. 

The King and ^jteett make a progrefs to the frontiers. 
The author attinds them. The manner in which he 
leaves the country very particularly related. He r*- 
.turm to England. 

T Had always a ftrong impulfe, that I fhould 
^ fome'tiaie recover my liberty, though V. ^?A\fc^ 
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]^fflble to conjeAure hj what means, or to form 
any projcft with the leaft hope of fucceediog. The 
fliip in which I failed was the firft ever known to 
be driven within fight of that coaft, and the King 
kad given ftrift orders, that if at any time another 
appeared, it fliould be taken affaore,- and with all 
itt crew and paflengers brought in a tumbril to Lor- 
brulgrud. He was flrongly bent to get me a woman 
of my own fize, by whom I might propagate the 
breed : but I think I (hould rather have died, than 
imdergone the difgrace of leaving a poflerity to be 
kept in cages like tame Canary birds, and perhaps 
]ntime fold about the kingdom to perfons of quality 
for curiofities. I was indeed treated with much 
kindoefs : I was the favourite oF a great King and 
Queen, and the delight of the whole court ; but it 
was upon fuch a foot,^as iH became the dignity of 
human kind. I could never forget thofe domeftic 
pledges I had left behind me. I wanted to be among 
people with whom I could converfe upon even 
terms, and walk about the ilreets and fields, with- 
imt being afraid of being trod to death like a frog, 
or a young puppy. But my deliverance came fooncr 
than I expcAed, and in a manner not very com* 
mon : the whole ftory and circumftances of which 
I fhall faithfully relate. 

I had now been two years in this country ; and, 
about the beginning of the thirds GlumdalcUtch 
and I attended the King and Queen in a progrefs to 
the fouth coad of the kingdom. I was carried as 
ufual in my travelling-box, which, as 1 have alrea- 
dy defcribed, was a very convenient clofet of twelve 
feet wide. Mndlhad ordered a hammock to be 
Sxcd by filken ropes from the fbtir comers at the 
•top, to break the jolts, when a fervant carried me 
before him on hori'eback, as I 'fomjptimes dcfired, 
and would often fleep in my hammock while we 
'were upon the road^ On the roof of my clofet, not 
4ireAly over the middle of the bammock^ lordbrcd 

the 
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the joiner to cut ont a hole of a foot fquare, to give 
fne air in hot weather, as I flept ; which hole I (hut 
at pleafure with a board, that drew backwards and 
forwards through a groove. 

When we came to our journey's end, the King 
thought proper to pais a few days at a palace he 
hath near Flanflarnh;, a dry within eighteen Engliih 
miles of the fea-fide. Glumdalclitch and I were 
much fatigued : I had gotten a fmall cold, but die 
poor girl was ib ill as to be confined to her cham- 
ber. I longed to fee the ocean, which mufl be the 
only fcene of my efcape, if ever it (hould happen, 
I pretended to be worie than I really was, and de* 
fired leave to take the frefh air of the fea with a 
page, whom I was very fond of, and who had fome- 
times been trufted with me. I fliall never forget 
with what unwiUitigndTs Glumdalclitch confemad, 
DOT the ftrift charge flie gave the page to be care* 
fbl of me, burfting at the fame time into a flood of 
tears, as iCflic had (bme fdreboding of what was to 
' happeo. The boy took me out in my box about 
half an hour's walk from the palace towards the 
rocks on the fea fliore. I ordered him to fet me 
down, and, lifting up one of my faflies, caft many 
a wiftfiil melancholy look towards the fea. I found 
myfelf not very well, and told the page that I had 
a mind to take a nap in my hammock, which I 
hoped would do me good. I got in, and the boy 
fliut the window clofe down to keep out the cold. 
I loon fell aflcep, and all I can conje^hire is, that, 
while I flept, the page, thinking no danger could 
happen, went among the rocks to look for birds 
eggs, having before obferved him from my window 
fearching about, and picking up one or two in the 
clefts. Be that as it will, i found myfelf fuddenly 
awaked with a violent pull upon the ring, which 
was faflened ai the top of my box for the conveni- 
cocy of carriage. I felt my box raifed ver^ h\%h vci 
the air^ and then borDG forward witk ^todH^cAi\ 



70 GXJLLlVER's TRAVELS. Part If, 

fpeed. The firH: jolt hud like to have fhaken me out 
of my hammock, but afterwards the motion was 
caiy enough. 1 called out feveral times, as loud as 
I could raife my voice, but all to no purpofe. I 
looked towards my windows, and could fee nothing- 
but the clouds and iky. I heard a noife juft oveff 
my head like the clapping of wiogs^and then be* 
gan to perceive the woeful condition I was in, that 
fome eagle had got the ring of my box in his beak> 
with an intent to let it fall on a rock like a tortoife 
in a {hell, and then pick out my body» and devouv 
it : for the figacity and fmell of this bird enabled 
him to difcover his quarry at a great diftance, tho' 
better concealed than I could be within a two- inch 
board. 

In a little time I obferved the noife and flutter of 
wings to increafe very fafl, and my box was toiled 
Up and down like a iign in a windy day. I heard 
feveral bangs or buflits, as I thought, given to the 
eagle, (for luch I am certain it muft have been, thav 
held the nng of my box in his btak,) and then all 
on a fudden felt my felf- falling perpendicularly dowQ 
for above a minute, but with fuch incredible fwift» 
nefs, that I almoft loft my breath. My fall was 
ftopped by a xeiTible iquafh, that founded louder 
to my ears than the catarafl: of Niagara * ; after 
which I was quite in the dark for another minute, 
and then my boxbeg^n to rife io high, that I could 
fee light from the tops of the windows. I now per- 
ceived that r was fallen into the lea. My box, bj 
the weight of my body, the goods that were in, and 
the broad platen of iron £xcd for ilrength at tht 
four cornets of the top and bottom, floated about 
Ave feet deep in water. I did then, and do now 

* Niagara i<; a fettlement of theFrench-in North America, and the 
cataract is produced by the fall of a confl«x of waicr (fornicd of the 
four vaft lakes of Canada,) from a rocky precipice, the perpendicaltt 
hei;;ht of which is 137 feet ; and it it faid to have been beard fifteea 

fuppole. 
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fuppofe, that the eagle which flevr away with mj 
bax, was purTued by two or three others, and for- 
ced to let me drop while he defended himlclf againft 
the reft, who hoped to (hare in the prey. The 
plates of iron faflened at the bottom of the box, 
ffor thofe were the ftrongeft,) preferved the balance 
while it fell, and hindered it from being broken on 
the furface of the water. Every joint of it was well 
grooved ; and the door did not move on hinges, 
but up and down like a fafh, which kept my clofet 
fo tight, that very little water came in. I got with 
much difficulty out of my hammock, having firft 
ventured to draw back the flip-board on the roof 
already mentioned* contrived on purpofe to let in 
air, tor want of which I found myielf almoft 
flifled. 

How often did I then wifh myfclf with mv dear 
^Glumdalclitcfa, from whom one tingle hour had fo 
fu* divided me ! And I may fay with truth, that in 
the midft'of my own misfortunes, I could not for- 
bear lamenting my poor nurfe, the grief (he would 
fufferfor my lofs, -the difpleafure of the Queen, and 
the ruin of her fortune. Perhaps many travellers 
have not been under greater difficulties and diffreis 
(ban I was at this juncture, expelling every mo- 
ment to fee my box dalhed in pieces, or at leaft o- 
•verfet by the firft violent blaft or rifing wave. A 
breach in one fmgle pane of glafs would have 
been immediate death : nor could any thing have 
preferved the windows but the ftrong lattice-wires 
placed on the out-fide againft accidents in travel- 
ling. I (aw the water ooze in at feveral crannies, 
although the leaks were not confiderable, and I en- 
deavoured to ftop them as well as I could. I wa^ 
not able to lift up the roof of my clofet, which o- 
therwife I certainly fhould have done, and^ fat on 
the top of it, where 1 might at leaft preferve myfclf 
fome hours longer than by being fhut up (as I ma^ 
call it) in the hold. Or if 1 CKaped ilicfc A^ixiet^^ 
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for a day or two, ^ hat could I cxpeA but a mifer* 
able death of cold aod hunger ? I was four hours 
under thefe circumftance3» expeAing» and indeed 
vi(hing every moment to be my laft. 

I have already told the reader, that there were 
two ftrong ftaples fixed upon that fide of my box 
which had no window, and into which the (ervant, 
who ufed to carry me on horfeback, would put a 
leathern belt, and buckle it about his waifl. Qeing 
in this difconfolate (lace, I heard, or atleaft thought 
I heard, fome kind of grating noife on that fide of 
my box where the ftaples were fixed; and fooji af- 
ter I began to fancy, that the box was pulled or 
towed along in the fea ; for I now and then felt a 
fort of tugging, which made the waves rife near the 
tops of my windows, leaving me almoft in the dark. 
This gave me fome faint hopes of relief ; although 
I was hot able to ipagine how it could be brought 
9bout. I ventured to unfcrew one of my chairs, 
V^hich were always faftened to the floor; and ha- 
ving made a hard fhifc to (crew it down again di« 
teOij under the flipping- board that I had lately o- 
pencd. I mounted on the chair, and putting my. 
ipiouth as near as I could to the hole^ I called for 
lielp in a loud voice, and in all the languages I un- 
dcrftood. I then faftened my handkerchief to a 
fiick I uiually carried, and thruftinglc up the hole, 
waved it feveral times in the air, that if any boat or 
fhip were near, the feamen might conjciSture fome 
unhappy mortal to be fliut up in the box. 

I found no tSt& from all I could do, but plain- 
ly perceived my clofet to be moved along ; and in 
the fpace of an hour, or better, that fide of the box 
where the ftriples were, and had no window, ftruck 
qgainft fomething that was iiard. I apprehended it 
to be 9 rock, aod found myfelf tofied more than 
ever. I plainly heard a noife upon the cover of my 
clofet, like that of a cable, and the grating of it as 
it pafied through the ring. I theq found myfelf 

hoiftcd 
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boiftcd up by degrees, at Icaft three feet higher 
than I was before. Whereupon I again thruft up my 
ftick and handkerchief, calling for help till I was 
aimoft faoarfe. In return to which, I heard a great 
fliout repeated three times, giving me luch iranf- 
ports of joy as are not to be conceived but by iliofc 
who feel them. I now heard a trampling over my 
head, and fomebody calling through the hole in 
a loud ▼oice in the Englifh tongue, if there be any 
body below, let them fpeak. I anlwered, I was an 
Englifhman, drawn by ill fortune into the gicattil 
calamity that ever any creature underwent, and 
begged by all thac was moving to be delivered out 
of the dungeon I was in. The voice replied I was 
fafe, for mj box was fafVcncd to their fliip ; and 
the carpenter fliould immediately come and f.iw a 
hole in the cover, large enough to pull me out. I 
anfwered, that was necdlefs, and wculd take up too 
much time, for there was no more to be dor.Cj but 
lee one of the crew put his finger into the ring, and 
take the box out of the fca into the fliip, and (0 
into the captain's cabin *. Some of them upon 
hearing me talk fo wildly thought I vias mad ; o* 
thers laughed ; for indeed it never came into my 
head that I was now got among people of my own 
fiature and flrength. The carpenter came, and in 
a few minutes Tawed a pnfffige about four feet 
fquare, then let down a fmall ladder, upon which I 
mounted, and from thence was taken into the fliip 
in a veiy weak condition. 

1 he i'jilors were all in amazement, and alkcd me 
a thoufand quefiions, which I had no inclination to 

• There .are fjveral Utile incidents which Hiew t- c author to 
have hid a deep kiov.le.He of hum.in n.'turcj ar d I think this is 
one. Although t:iL' f.'rivtipal ajv^n- Jgjs cnumeraitd b) Gulliver in 
ihc Kecinninu oMhis chapter, cf ming i;.? ag?in among his c-junlry- 
incn, d.penced on .heir beir.j of the f^ajc fi/.c wirh b.milti y X 
this ii fiifgjjttca in ius a-duur to bz utlivtrcd : a-k<.\\vi vs ^Wt v-^.-'^'* 
le laycd into the fame ahfutdhy, by his zeal lo ^rckiNt \v\s ^'^\^ 
turc. m 

Vol V. G ^^^ 
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anfwer. I was equally confounded at the fight of 
To many pigmies, for luch I took them to be, after 
having fo long accuflomsd mine eyes to the moa- 
llious objc<^t> I had left. But the captain, Mr Tho- 
mas Wilcocks, an honeft worthy Shropfliire maa, 
obiirving 1 was ready to faint, took me into his ca- 
bin, gave me a cordial to comfort tns, and made 
me ^urn in upon his own bed, advifing me to take 
a little reft, of which I had great need. Before I 
went to fleep, I gave him to underftand that I had 
fome valuable furniture in my box, too good to be 
loft ; a fine hammock, an handfome field-bed, two 
chairs, a table and a cabinet. That my clo(et was 
hung on all fides, or rather quilted, with filk and 
cotton : that if he would let one of the crew bring 
my clotet into his cabbin, 1 would open it there be- 
fore him, and fhew him my goods. The captaia 
hearing me utter thefe abfurdities concluded I was 
raving, : however (I fuppofe to pacify me) he pro- 
milcd to give orders as I defired, and going upon 
deck fent ibme of his men down into my clofec, 
from whence (as J afterwards found) they drew up 
all my goods, and dripped ofipthe quilting-: but the 
chairs, cabinet, and btd^ftead, being fcrewed to the 
floor, were much damaged by the ignorance of the 
feamen. who tore them Up by force. Then they 
knocked off fome of the boards for the ufe of the 
fhip, and when they had.got all they had a mind 
for, let the hull di'op into the Tea, which, by reA- 
foii of many breaches made in the bottom and fides» 
funk to rights. And indeed I was glad not to have 
been a fpcCiator of the havock they made.; becauie 
1 am confident it would have fenfibly touched me by 
bringing former pafTages inio my mind, which I 
.had rather forget. 

I flc^pt fome hours, but perpetually difturbed with 
^dreams of the place 1 haJ left, and the dangers I 
•Jiad efcaped. However, upon waking I found my- 
Uf much jrecovered. Ii was now about eight 

o'dQck 
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o'clock at night, and the captain ordered fupper im- 
mediately, thinking I had already faded too long. 
He entertained me with great kindnef*, obfcrving 
me not to look* wildly, or talk inconfiflently ; and, 
when we were left alone, defired I wonld give him a 
relation of my travels, and by what accident I came 
to be fet a drift in that mondrous wooden cheil. 
He faid, that about twelve o'clock. at noon, as be 
was looking through his glafs, he fpied it at a di- 
Aance, and thought it was a fail, which he had a 
mind to^raake, "being not much out of his courfe, 
in hope» of buying ibme biiket, his own beginning 
to fall ihort. That upon coming nearer, and tind- 
kig his error) he fent out his long boat to difcover 
what I was ; that his men came became back in a - 
fright, fwearing they had feen a fwimming houfe. 
That he laughed at their foHy, and went himfelf in ^ 
the boat, ordering his men to take a ftrong cable a- 
long with them. That the weather being calm he ' 
rowed round me feveral times, obfenred my win- 
dows, and the wire lattices that defended them» . 
That he difcoTcred two ftaples upon one fide, which 
was all of boards without any pafTage for light. He 
then commanded his men to row U|> to that fide, 
and faftening a cable to one of the ftaples, ordered" 
them to tow my chcft (as they called it) towards 
the <hip. When it was there, he gave direftions'- 
to faften another cable to the ring fixed in the co- 
ver, and to raife up my chcft with pullies, which all 
the failors were not able to do above two or three 
feet. He faid they faw my ftick and handker- 
chief thruft out of the hole, and concluded that 
fome unhappy man muft be Ihuc up in the cavity. 
I aiked, whether he or the crew had feen any pro- 
digious birds in the air about the time he firft dif- 
covcred me ? to which he anfwcred, that, difcour- 
iing this matter with the failors while I was afleep, 
one oi them faid he had obferved three eagles ft^vti^ 
towards • the north, but remarked noiUvn^ oi xVi^v^ 
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being larger than the ufual fize, whith, I fuppofe, 
muft be icnputed to the great height they were at j 
i^nd he could not guefs the rcaibn of my queRion. 
I then aiktd the captain, how far he reckoned we 
mi -ht be from land ? He faid, by the beft compu* 
tatlon he could make, we were at lead an hundred 
leagues. I afiured him that he mufl be miftaken 
by almoft half, for I had not left the country frodv 
whence I came abcwe two hours before I dropt in-, 
to the fevi. Whereupon he began again to ihiok 
that my brain was dlfturbed»^ oF which he gave mc 
a hint» and advifed me to go to bed in a ca:bbin he 
had provided I aifured him 1 was well rcfrciiicd 
with his good entertainment and company, and as 
much in my fenfes as ever I was m my life. He 
then grew ferious, and dedred to aik me freely whe-^ 
ther I were not troubled in mind by the confciouf* 
nefs of fome enormous crime, for which I was pu- 
nifhed at the command of fome prince, by expo« 
fing me in that cheft, as great criminals in other 
<;ountries have been forced to fea in a deaky veflel 
without provifions: for although he (hould be 
forry to have taken fo ill a man into his (hip, yet 
he would engage his word to fet me fafe aihore ia 
the fird port where we arrived. He added » that his 
fufpicioRS were very much incrcafed by fome very 
abfurd fpeeches I had delivered at fird to the failoi's^ 
and afterwards to himfelf, in relation to my clofec 
or cheft, as well as by my odd looks and behaviour 
while I was at fuppcr. 

I begged his patience to hear roe tell my ftory, 
which I faithfully did from the laft time I left Eog' 
land to the moment he firft difcovcred me. And as 
truth always forceth its way into rational mindtt (b 
this honeft worthy gentleman, who had fome tinc- 
ture of learning and very good fenfe, was immedi- 
ately convinced of my candour and veracity. But, 
farther to confirm all I had faid, I intreatedhim to 
^jivc order that my cabioet fhould be brought, of 
Hi which 
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which I had the key in my pocket, (for he had al- 
ready informed me how ihc Icemen difpofcd of wy 
clolct). I opened it in his prell^ncc, and (Iicwed 
him the fmall collc^ion of rarities I made in 
the country from whence I had been fo ftrangely 
delivered. I here was the comb I had contrived 
out of the (lumps of the King's beard, and another 
of the fame materials, but fixed into a p.iring of 
her Majerty's thumb-nail, which ferved for the 
hick. There was a collc<n:ion of needles and pins ■ 
from a foot to half a yard long ; four w^fp (lings, 
hke joiners tacks ; fomc combings of the Queen's 
hair ; a gold ring which one d«y ihc made me a 
prefent of in a moil obliging manner, taking it 
from her little finger, and throwing it over my head 
like a collar. I dc fired the captain would accept 
this ring in return of his civilities ; which he abfb- 
lutely refuf-'d. I (hewed him a corn that I had 
cut ofFwih mv own hand from a maid of honour's 
toe ; it was about the bigneis of a Kcntifli pippin, 
and grown (0 hard, that, when I returned to Eng- - 
land, I got it hollovved into a cup, and fct in fdvcr. 
Lnftly, I dcfired him to fee the breeches I had then • 
on, which were made of a moufe's fkin. . 

I could force nothing on him but a footman's 
tooth, which I observed him to examine with great 
curiofity, and found he had a fancy for it, Hc^ 
received it with abundance of thanks, more than • 
fuch a trifle could dcfcrve. It was drawn by an un- 
ikilful (urgcon in a mitlake From one of Glumdal- 
clitch's men, who wus afliicted with the tooth-ach, 
but as it was as found as any in his head. I got it 
cleaned and put into my cabinet. It was about a^ 
foot long, and four inches in diameter. 

The captain was very well fliiisfitd with this plain • 
relation I had given him, and laid, he hoped, when ' 
we returned to England, I v^ouid oblige rhe world 
by putting it on paper, and making h public, ' M^- 
anfwer was, that I thought we w^vc ?l\yvi\Ol^ on^^- 
ftocked wjlli books of travels ; thai iiQv\\wj^ co\iN.\ • 

I 
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now pifs which was not eztraordiaary; wherein I 
rloubted fome authors lefs confulted truth, thaa 
th-ir own vanity, or intereft, or the diverfion of 
ignorant readers : that my (lory could contain little 
b:rlKi6s common events, without thofe ornamental 
defcriptions of (Irange plants, trees,, birds, and o- 
ther animals ; or of the barbarous cudom and ido^ 
latry of fav^ige people, with which moft writers a- 
bound. However, I thanked him for his good o- 
opinion, and promifed to take the matter into xny 
thoughts. 

He faid; he wondered at one thing very much, 
which was, to hear me fpeak fo loud, afking me 
whether the King or Queen of that country were 
thick of h^Ar'mg. I told him, it was what I had 
been ufed to for above two years paft ; and that I 
admired as much at the voices of him and his men, 
who feemed to me only to whifper, and yet I could 
hear them well enough. But when I fpoke in that 
country, it was like a man talking in the flreet to 
another looking out from the top of a ftceple, un- 
* lefs when I was placed on a table, or held in any 
perfon's hand. I told him, I had likewife obferved 
another thing, that when I firft got into the ihip, and 
the Tailors ftood all about me, I thought they were 
the moft little contemptible creatures 1 had ever be- 
held. For indeed, while I was in that prince's 
country, I could never endure to look in a glafs, 
afier mine eyes had been accuftomed to fuch prodi- 
gious objcfts, becaufe the comparifon gave me fo 
defpicable a conceit of myfelf. The captain faid, 
. that while we were at fupper he obferved me to look 
at every thing with a fort of wonder, and that I 
often feemed hardly able to contain my laughter, 
which he knew not well how to take, but imputed 
it to fome diforder in my brain. I anfwered, it was 
very true ; and 1 wondered how I could forbear, 
wlien I ;aw his difhes-of the fize of a filver three- 
pence, a leg of pork hardly a mouthful, a cup not 
^Jf^S ^^ ^ auc-£bell *, aud fo I wcat on, defcribing 
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the reft of bit houreholJ-ftu6rancl provifiont after 
the lame manner. For although the Queen had or* 
dercd a little equipage of all things ncce^ary for me» 
while I was in her fervice, yet my ideas were whollyr 
taken up with what I faw on every fide of me, and I 
winked at my own littlencfs, as people do at their 
own faults. The captain underAood my raillerv 
very well, and merrily replied with the old Englifh 
proverby that he doubted mine eyes were bigger than 
my bellyi foriie did notobfcrve my (lomach fogood 
although I. had faded all day: and, continuing in 
his mirth, protefted he would gladly have given an 
hundred pounds to have feen my clofet in the eagle's 
bill, and afterwards in its fall from fo great a height 
into the Tea ; which would certainly have been a 
moA aAonidiing objedt, worthy to have the dcfcrip- 
tion of it tranfmltted to future ages : and the com- 
parii()n of Bhaeton was io obvious, that he could 
not forbear applying it, although I did not much « 
admire the conceit. 

The captain, having been at Tonquin, was in his • 
return to hngland driven north-eaflward to ihe la- 
titude of 44. degrees, and of longitude 143. But 
meeting a trade -wind two days after 1 came on 
board him, we failed fouthward a long. time, and 
coading New-Holland, kept our courfc weft fouth* 
weft, and then fouth-fouth weft, till we dou- 
bled the Cape of Good Hope. Our voyage was very 
profperous, but I fhall not trouble the reader 
with a journal of it» The captain called in at one 
or two pons, and fcnt in his long boat for provi- 
fions and frcfh- water, but I never went out of the 
ihip till we came into the Downs, which was on the 
third day of June 1706, about nine months after 
my efcape. I offered to leave my goods in fecurity 
for payment of my freight j but the captain protcfl- 
ed he would not receive one farthing. We took a 
kind leave of each other, and I made him promifc 
he would come to fee me at my houlc m Yn.^^^v^* 'V 
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hired a horfe and guide for five fhillings, which I 
borrowed of the captain. 

As I was on the road, obferving the littlenefs of 
the houfes, ihe trees, the cattle, and the people, I 
began to think myfelf in Lilliput. I was afraid of 
trampling on every traveller I met, and often called 
aloud to have them (land out of the way, fo that I 
had like to have gotten one or two broken heads for 
my impertinence. 

When I came to my own houfe, for which I was 
forced to inquire, one of the fervants opening the 
door, I bent down to go in (like a goofe under a 
gate) for fear of ftriking my head. My wife ran^ 
out to embrace me, but I ftooped lower than her 
knees, thinking fhc could otherwife never be able 
to reach my mouth. My daughter kneeled to alk 
my blefling, but I could not (ce her till (hz arofe, 
having been fo long ufcd to (land with my head and 
eyes erect to above fixty feet ; and then T went to 
take her up with one hand by the waid. I looked 
down upon the fervants, and one or two friends 
who were in the houfe, as if they had been pig- 
mies, and I a giant. I told my wife (lie had been 
too thrifty, for I found (he had (larved herlelf and 
her daughter to nothing. In Ihort I bahaved my-? 
felf fo unaccouniably,th at they were all of the cap- 
tain's opinion wh'^n he fiid faw me, and concluded T- 
had lofl my wits. This I mention as an inflance of 
the great power of habit and prejudice. 

In a little tinie, 1 and my family and friends came 
to a right undcrftanding : but my wife proteded I 
fhould never go to (ea any more : although my evil 
deftiny fo ordered, that (he had not power to hin- 
der me, as the reader may know hereafter. In the 
mean time, i here conclude the fecond part of niy 
unfortunate voyages *. 

• From the whole cfthefe two voyages to Lilliput and Brobding. 

nag, arifes one general remark, which, however obvious, has been 

^W€f looked by thofe who couCider Ihem as little more than th^ 

f^ort 
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fport of a viantoii imagination. When human a£Vtons are afcribed to 
pigm'es and giant?, there are few that do not excite cither contempt, 
diguil, or horror. To afcribe them therefore to iuch being*, was 
ptihaps the moft probable method of engaging the mind to exam ne 
th;m witb attention, and judge cf them uiih impartiality, by fuf- 
pe; ding the fafcina'.ion of tubit, aod exhibiting f»niliar cbjedVs in a 
rew lijht. ' The ufj of the fable tlicn is niDt lei's opparent, than im* 
portani and extenfivc ; and tha? this ufr was intended by the auihor* 
ca-i be doHbtcd only by tht fe who arc difpofcd to affirm, that order 
and rcguUrity ^rc the dfwdls of chance. 

Upon reading over tjie two firft parts of thefe travels, I thiik that 
I can d;rcerii a v ry {'.reat rcfcrpblance between c;:ri«io paiFagct ia 
GuliiverS vcyage to Lillif ur, rnd the voyage ol Cyrano de Bergcrac 
to the fim and moon.— Cyrano de Bergcrac is a French author of 
a lingular ch:;r.i£ler, who had a very peculiar torn of wit and humour, 
in many rcfpe£ts icfcmbling that of Swift. He wan'(d tlic advan- 
t<iges of learning, and a regular education. His imagination was 
le.'s gu^arded and correA, but more agreeably extr.waganr. He hat 
introduced ipto .his philoff.phic^l romance, the fylrm <'f Dcicartec, 
(which was then much admire.i) intermixed v^ith fcvcral fine Hrokes 
of juf) fjtire on the wild and immcchar.ical inquiiics Oi the philofo- 
phers and aflronomers of that age ; and in many paits he has evident- 
ly dircAed the plan which tht Vmn of Sc Pairick*i hai pnrfued. 



TRAVELS 



r ^i J 




T R A. V E B S 

Into fevcral re MaTE Nations of the World. 

PART Ilh 

A Voyage to Laputa, Balnibarbi, Luog- 
NAGG, Glubbdubdrib, and Japan *• 

C H A P. P. 

The author fets out on hi third voyage, is taken by pi^ 
ratrs The malice of a Dutthmju. His arrival ati 
an ijland. Hi is received into Laputa. 

I HAD not been at home above ten daysr whea^ 
Captain Williaai Robinfon, a Corhifh mauy 
commander of the Hope-well, a (lout ihip of 
three hundred tuns, came to my houie. I had 

formerly 

* The third part is in gcncal written againft chymxfts^ mathema* 
ticians, mechanics, and projectors ef all kinds. 

Swift was little acquainted with mathematical knowledge, and was- 
prejudiced againft it, by obferving the ftra.ige cfFe£h it produced in ' 
thofe who applied themfelves entirely to that fciencc. No part of hu- 
man literature has given greater ftrength to the minJ» or has produ- 
ced greater benefits to ma^ikind, than the feveral branches of learning', 
that may pafs under th^ general denomination of mathemarics. But 
the abufca o\ this ftudy, the idle, thin, immechanical refinement 
of it, are jiiil-fubje6ls o! fatire. The real ufe of knowledge is to in- 
vigorate, noi to enervate the faculties of rcafon. Learning degene* 
ratcs into a fpecies of madnefs, when it is not fuperior to what it 
^A0*ef]'cth. The fcientific powers are moft evident, when they are 
^hp^.^ ofcxtOiDi theacfelves in the focial duties of lifie ^ when they 

W W4ra»* 
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formerly been furgeon of another Qnp, where he 
-was mafter and a fourth part owner, in a voyage to 
the Levant ; he had always treated me more like a 
brother, thaa an inferior officer, and, hearing of 



wear no chains, bat can freely diftngage rhcmfelves, and, like a 
Tound coniVitation of body, rife chearful> and more vigorous, by tbe 
.food they have atqiiired, being neither opprefled> nor rendered (tu£ul 
by the labours of digeOioo. 

Lord Bacon ha^ juifly cxpofed the vain purfuits of oflentadoua pe* 
4]ants in the different parts of learning j and their unaccountable teme- 
xity in deducing general rules from arbitrary maxins, or few experi* 
jn'.>nts : he has liicewife fixed upon a fure and certain bafis, the pro- 
cedure and limits of the Luman underftanding. Swift has purfuctt 
the fame plan in a diB^rent manner, aitd has placed the inuginaty 
fchemes of all pretenders, in a more ludicreiit^ and therefore in a 
more proper light. 

■ " K'lJieu/um aeri 

Ftrtius ac ftufius, ' mmgnai pUrWmque fecdt m. 

He cannot be fuppofed to condemn ufeful esperinents, or tbe 
- right application of them t but he ridicules ti.e vain attempts and ine- 
SuJar produdlions of thofu ra/h-men, who, like Jxion, embracing k 
cloud inft ead of a geddeff, pisgued the world with centaurs ; whilft 
Jupiter, from the •mbraces of a Juno, ami an Alcmena, blefled the 
earth with an Hebe, and an Hercules. -Orrery. 

The defign of Gulliver, in his voyage to Laputa, is to ridicule the 
Tain pretenfions of chymlfls, mathematicians, projectors, and the reft 
of that fpeculative tnbe,who^ fpend their time in aerial iiudies. by n* 
means calculated to improve the facukies of the mind, or to inlarge 
the numb/r of ideas ; mathematicians (1 mean thofe only who are 
entirely devoted to their rirdes, xhAr talefcopes, and their laboratory) 
being a race of flien fo very abflraAed from all fublunary affairs, thit 
fcarce one in twenty of them can give you a rational anfwer. How- 
ever, indeed, a certain degree of mathematical knowledge is, without 
difpute, extremely necelfary in the purfult of the i£fo«lapian fcience> 
archite^vjre, and other fpecies of -mechanics, fiut when the foul 
nmbles after a thou.and chimeras, and the brain is whully abforbed 
in the conQderation of the' feveral powers of attradhun, rcpulfion, and 
the circulation of he heavenly bodies; or ^hcn a proje£lor, with 
footy hands and face, is employed in his laboratory in producing a 
tonudcrable degree of cold, in order to refrigrra e the air, and qualify 
the raging of the dog-ftar, which exa£lly aufwers lo tiie projcft of 
extracting fun- beams out of cucumbers; fuch foJl^cs and extravagan- 
cies are certainly the objefts of derifion. And accordingly Dr. Swift 
has laughed cgregioully in the voyage to Laputa, and exerted a vein 
of humour, not againft the whole tribe of chymifts, projcClors, and 
mathemaiicijns in general ; but flgainft thofc, arid thofe only, who 
^efpife the ufeful branches of fcience, an4 waftc \\\t\t Vwt\ \tk x>kk^ 
purfult of aerial vanities a;id txiravjeanclwS. S'lc i/t. 
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my arnTaU made me a vifit, as I apprehend, only 
Out of friendfhip ; for nothing paOed more than 
iR^hat is ufaal after long abfences. But, repeating 
liis viRts often, expreffing his joy to find me in good 
he;ilth, aiking whether I were now fettled for life ; 
adding, that he intended a voyage to the £aft-In- 
dies in two months ; at lad he plainly invited* me, 
though with fome apologies, tci be furgeon of the 
ihip ; that I fhould have another furgeon under 
me, befides our two mates ; that my falary (hould 
be double to the iifual pay ; and that having expe^ 
rienced my knowledge in fea affairs to be at leaft 
•equal to his, he would enter into any engagement 
to follow my advice, as much as if I had ihared in 
the command. * 

He faid fo many other obliging things, and I 
-knew him to be fo honeft a man, that I could not 
rcjeft his propofal ; the thirft I had of feeing the 
world, notwithflanding my pafl misfortunes, con- 
tinuing as violent as ever. The only difficulty that 
remained, was to perfuade my wife^ whofe confcnt 
however I at laf^ obtained by the profpe£t of advan* 
tage (he propofed to her children. 

We Fct out the 5th day of Auguft 1706, and ar- 
rived at Fort Sr, George the nth of April 1707. 
We ftayed there three weeks to refrcfh our crew, 
many of whom were fick. From thence we went 
to Tonquio, where the captain rcfolved to conti* 
nue fome time, becaufe many of the goods he in* 
tended to buy were not ready, nor could he expeft 
to be difpatched in fevcral months. Therefore, in 
hopes to defray fon^e of the charges he muft be at, 
he bought a floop, loaded it with levcral forts of 
goods, wherewith the Tonquinefe ufually trade to 
the neighbouring iflands, and putting fourteen n>en 
on board, whereof three were of the country, he 
appointed me mafter of the (loop, and gave me 
^Dower to traffic, while he tranfa^ted his affairs at 

" We 
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We had not failed aboye three days, when, a 
great ftorm arifing. we were driven five days to the 
N. N. E. and then to the £ ; after which we had 
fair weather, but ftill with a pretty ftrong gale from 
the W, Upon the tenth day, we were chaied by 
two pyratcs, who foon overtook us ; for my floop 
was fo deep laden, that fhe failed very flow, nei- 
ther were we in a condition to defend ourfelves. 

We were boarded about the fame time by both 
the pyratcs, who entered furioufly at the head of 
their men ; but, finding us all proftrate upon our 
faces, (for fo I gave order,) they pinioned us with 
ftrong ropes, and, felting a guard upon us, went 
to fearch the floop. 

I obfcrvcd among them a Dutchman, who feem- 
cd lo be of fome authority, though he was not com- 
mander of either Ihip. He knew us by our counte- 
nances to be Engliflimen, and j ibberiug ro us in his 
own language, fwore we fhould be tied back to 
back, and thrown into the fea I fpoke Dutch to- 
lerably well ; I told him who wc were, and begged 
him, in confideration of our being Chriftians and 
Proteftants of neighbouring countries in ftridl: alli- 
ance, that he would move the captains to take fome 
pity on us. -fhis inflamed his rage, he repeated his 
threatenings* and, turning to his companions, fpoke 
with great vehemence in the Japanefe language, as 
I fuppofe, often ufing the word Cbrifiianos. 

The largeft of the two pyrate ihips was com- 
manded by a Japanefe captain, who fpoke a little 
Dutch, but very imperfe&ly. He came up to me, 
and after fcveral qucftions, which I anfwcrcd in 
great humility, he faid we fliould not die, I made 
the captain a very low bow, and then turning to 
the Dutchman faid, I was forry to find more mercy 
in an Heathen, than in a brother Chrifti:»n. Cut 
1 hiid foon reafon to repent thofe foclifh words : 
for that malicious reprobate, having ofvtrv ttvit^- 
vourcd in vain to pci/iiade both the c?ipv%\n%, <ta\. 
YoL.V. H ,\tcv\^x. 
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I might be thrown into the fea, (which they would 
not yield to after the promifc made me that I (hould 
DOt die,) however prevailed fo far as to have a pu- 
niOiPient inflicted on me, worfe, in all human ap< 
pearance than de-uh itfelf. My men were fcnt by 
an equal divifion into both the pyrate fliips, and my 
fl.)Op new manned As to myfelf, it was determin- 
ed that i ihouid be fet a-driFt in a fmall canoe, with 
paddles and a fail, and four days providons, which 
lad the Japanefe captain was fo kind to double out 
of his own ilorcs, and would permit no man to 
fcarch me. I got down into the canoe, while the 
Dutchman, itanding upon the deck, loaded me 
with all the curfes and injurious terms his language 
could afford. 

About an hour before we faw the pyratcs, I had 
taken an obfervation, and found we were in the 
latitude of 46 N. and of longitude 183. When I 
was at feme diftance from the pyrates, I difcovered 
by my pocket giafs feveral ifland^ to the fouth-caiV. 
1 fet up my fail, the wind being fair, with a defign 
10 reach the neareft of ihofe iflands, which I made 
ihift to do in about three hours. It was all rocky;' 
however I got many birds eggs, and, ftriking fire, 
I kindlid fome heath and dry fea-weed, by which I 
roaftcd my eggs. 1 eat no other fupper, being rc- 
folved to fpare my pro vi Cons as much as I could. I 
paffed the night under the ihelter of a rock, ftrew- 
ing fome hcaih under me, and flept pretty well. 

The next dayl (iiiled to another iiland, and thence 
to a third and fourth, fometimts ufing my fail, and 
fometimes my paddles. But, not to trouble jhc 
reader with a panicuLir account of my diftrefles, 
let it fuffice, that, on the fifth day, I arrived at the 
U(i iflaud in my fight, which lay ibuthreaft to the 
former. 

t his ifland was at a greater diftance than. I ex* 
pefted, and 1 did not reach it in lefs than ivc 
hours. I cncom.paffed it .almoft iiojund, before I 

CQliM 
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could find a convenient place to land in, which was 
a fmall creek about three times the widcncfs of my 
canoe. I found the ifland to be all rocky, only a 
littl? intermingled with tufts of grafs, and fwcct 
finelli»g herbs, I took out my imall provifions, 
and,, aher hailing rcfreihed myfclf; I fccured the 
remainder in- a- cave, whereof there were great num- 
bers. I gathered' plenty/ of eggs upon the rocksj 
and got a quantity of dryfea-wcedi and parched 
grafs, which 1 defigned to kindle the next day, and 
road' my eggs as well as I could, (tor I had about 
me my flint, fteel, match, and burning glafi). I 
lay all night in the cave where I had lodged my pro- 
vifions. My bed wa» the fame dry grafs and fea* 
weed which I- intended for fuel. I flept very lit- 
tic, for the difqutets of my mind prevailed over my 
wearinefs, and kept me awake. I confidered how 
impoiiible it was to preferve my life in fo defolate ft 
place, and how miferable my end muft be. Yet 
found myfelf fo lidlefs and defponding, that I had 
not the heart to rife ; and before I cou'd get fpi- 
rits enough to creep oat of my cave, the day was 
far advanced. I walked a while among the rocks^ 
the Iky was perfeftly clear, and the fun fo hot, that 
I was forced to turn my face from it ; when all on 
a fudden it became obfcure, as 1 thought, in a man- 
ner very different from what happens by the inter* 
pofition of a cloud. I turned back, and perceived 
a vaft opaque body between me and the fun, mov- 
ing towards the ifland : it feemed to be about 
two miles high, and hid the fun fix or fevcn mi- 
nutes, but 1 did not obferve the air to be much 
colder, or the iky more darkexfed, than if I had 
flood under the fliade of a mountain. As it ap 
proached nearer over the place where I was, it ap*- 
pcared to be a firm fubftance, the bottom flat, 
fmooth, and fliining very bright from the reflexion 
of the fea below. I flood upon a height about two 
hundred yards from the fliorc, and taw \\iv& '^^.^ 
H Z \i£A^ 
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body defcending altnoft to a parallel with me, at 
Icis than an Englifli mile diftaoc *^ I took out my 
pocket- perfpe^ive^ and could plainly difirovcr num* 
bers of people moving up and down the fides of it» 
which appeared to befloping ; but what thefe people 
were doing, I was not able to diflinguifli. 

The natural love of life gave me fome inward 
motions of joy, and I was ready to entertain a hope, 
that this adventure might fome way or other help 
to deliver n^ from the defolate place and coadition 
I was in. But at the fame time the reader can hard^ 
ly conceive my aftonifhment, to behold an ifland 
in the air, inhabited by men» who were able (as it 
ihould feem,) to raife or fink, or put it into a pro* 
grefiive motion, as they pkaled. But not being at 
that time in a difpofition to philofophife upon this 
phaenomenon, I rather chofe to obferve what courfe 
the ifland would take, becaufe it feemed for a while 
to ftand fliU. Yet foon after it advanced nearer, 
and I could fee the fides of it encompaCd with fe- 
veral gradations of galleries, and flairs at certaiti 
intervals to defcend from one to the other. In the 
loweft gallery I beheld Ibme people filhing with, long 
angling rods, and others looking on. I waved my 
cap (for my hat was long fince worn out,) and my 
handkerchief towiirds the ifland ; and, upon its 
nearer approach, I called and (houtedwith the utr 
moft flrength of my voice j and then> looking cir- 
cumfpe<!^ly, I beheld a croud gathered to that fide, 
which was moft in my view. I found, by their 
pointing towards me and to each other, that they 
phiiuly difcoveied me, although they made no rer 
turn to my fhouting. But I could fee four or five 
men running in great hafte up the ftair to the top 
of the ifland, who then difappeared. I happened 
rightly to conjedture, that thefe were fent for or- 
ders to fome perfon in authority upon this occaiion. 

The number of people increafed, and in lefs than 
half an hour, the ifland was moved and caifed in 

fuch 
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fuch a manner, that the lowed gallery appeared in 
a parallel of lefs than -an hundred yards diftance 
from the height where i Hood. I then put myfclf 
{into the mofV fupplicating podures, and fpoke in 
the humbled accent, but received no aufwcr. Thofc, 
who flood neared over-againd me, fcemed to be 
perfons of didindtion, as I i'uppofed by their habit. 
They conferred earneflly with each other, looking 
often upon me. At length one of them called out 
in a clear, polite, fmooch dialect, not unlike in 
found to the Iralian, and therefore I returned aa 
aofwer in that language, hoping at leaft, that the 
cadence might be more agreeable to his ears. Al- 
though neither of us undcrftood the other, yet my 
meaning was eafily known, for ihe people faw the 
.didrefs I was in. 

They made figns for me to come down from the 
rock, and go cowards ihe iliore, which I according- 
ly did ; and the flying ifland being raifed to a con- 
venient height, the verge diredlly over me, a chain 
was let down frOtH the loweft g.iUery, with a feat 
faflened lo the bottom, to which iiis^ed myfclf^ and ' 
was drawn up by pullies. 

CHAP. II. 

The humours and difpojit ions of the Lapvtians defcrihed^ 
An account of their learning. Of the King^ and his 
court. The author*s reception there. The inhabi- 
tants Jubje£l to fear and difquietudes. An account 
rf the women. 

A T my alighting I was furrounded with a troxid 
•^^ of people, but thofe who ftood ncareil feemcd 
to be of better quality. .They beheld me with all the 
marks and circumftances of wonclcv, tid^iiw \ti^t.t^ 
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of my undcrftanding. The King, as far as I could 
fK>uJ€6lure, aiked tne feveral queftions, and I ad- 
drefled myrelf to him in all the languages I had.. 
.When it was found, that 1 could neither under- 
ftand, nor be underftood, I was condufled by his 
order to an apartment in his palace, (this prince 
being diflioguilhed above all his predecefTors for his 
hospitality to ftrangers, . (where two fervants were 
appointed to attend me. My dinner was brought, 
and four perfons of quality, whom I remembered 
to have fcen very near the King*s perfon, did me 
the honour to dine with me. We had two cour- 
fcs, of three difhes each. In the firft courfe there 
was a fhoulder of mutton cut into an s&quilatcral 
triangle, a piece of beef into a rhomboides, and a 
pudding into a cycloid. The fecond courfe was 
two ducks truflcd up into the form of fiddlesr; fau- 
fages and puddings refcmbling flutes and hautboys, 
and a bread of veal in the fliape of a harp. The 
fervants cut our bread into cones, cylinders, p^ral* 
lelograms, and feveral other mathematical figures. 

While we were at dinner, I made bold to afk the 
names of feveral things in their language^ and thofe 
noble perfons, by the afliftance of- their flappers de- 
4ighted to give me anfwers, hoping to raife my ad- 
miration of their great abilities, if I could be brought 
.to converfe with them. I was ibon able to call for 
bread and drink, or whatever elfe I wanted. 

After dinner my company withdrew, and a per- 
fon was fent to me by the King's order, attended by 
a flapper. He brought with him pen, ink, and 
paper, and three or four books, giving me to un- 
der{land by iigns, that he was fent to teach me the 
language. We fat together four hours, in which 
time I wrote down a great number of words in co* 
lumns, with the tranflations bver-againft them ; I 
likewife made a fhif t to learn feveral fliort fentences. 
For my tutor would order one of my fery^ots to 
/cub fomething, to turn about, to make a^-toWf to 

fit, 
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fie, or to fland, or walk, and the like. Then I cook 
down the fencence in writing. He (hewed me alfo in 
one of his books the figures of the fun, moon, and 
ftarSy the tropics, the Z(}dijc, and polar circles, toge-* 
ther with the denominations of many figures of pLtncf 
and folids. He gave me the names and dcfcriptiob* 
of all the muficalinflirumenis, and the general termf 
of art in playing on each of them. After he had 
left me, I placed all my words with their interpre* 
tat ions in alphabetical order. And thus in a fev# 
days, by the help of a very fahhful memory, I go( 
fomc infigbt into their language. 

The word, which I interpret ii\t Jlying or floating 
iftand^ is in the original Laputa, whereof I could 
sever learn the true etymology. Lap in the old ob- 
iblete language fignificih htgh^ and untuth a g.ver^ 
nor^ from which they iay by corruption was dci iv* 
cd Laputa, from Lapuntuth. But I do not appruvo 
of ihi) derivation, which fccm:> to be a liule ftrain* 
cd. I ventured to offer to the learned among them 
a coiijcAure of m^ own, that Lapuia was (p4aji 
Up outedi lap fignifying properly the danciug of 
the fun beams in the fca, and oiited a wing, which 
however I ihali not obtrude, but I'ubmit to the ju- 
dicious reader. 

Thofe to whom the King had intruded me, ob« 
ferving how 111 I was clad, ordered a taylor to come 
next morning, and take measure for a fuic of 
cloatlvs. This operator did his oiHce after a diSerent 
manner from thofe of his trade in hurope. Ho 
fird took my altitude by a quadrant, and then with 
rule and compafTcs deicriicd the dimenfions and 
out' lines of my whole body, all which he entered 
upon paper ; and in {ix days brought my cloaths 
very ill m.de and quite oui of fbape, by happening 
to miftake a figure in the calculation. But my 
comfort was, that I obferved fuch accidents very 
frequent, and little regarded. 

JJuring my confinement for wantoC doA\\i&i ^xid^ 

>^1 
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by an indifpoiition that held me fome days longer, 
I much enlarged my diflionary ; and when I went 
next to court, was able to undcrftand many things 
the King ipoke, and to return him fome kind of 
anfsvcrs. His Miijetly had given orders, that the 
Hland fhould move north cdft and by eaft to the ver- 
tical point over Lagado, the metropolis of ihc 
whole kingdom below upon the firm earth. It was 
about ninety leagues diftant, and our voyage iaf^ed 
four days and a half, I was not in the lea ft fen- 
fiblc of the progrcflive motion made in the air by 
the ifland. On the fecond morning about eleven 
a clock the King himfelt in perfon attended by his 
nobility, courtiers, and oflicers, having prepared 
all their muilcal inftruments, played on them for 
three hours without intermiffion, fo that I was 
quite ftunned with the noife ; neither could 1 poflST- 
bly guefs the meaning, till my tutor informed me. 
He faid, that the people of their ifland had their 
cars adapted to hear the mufic of the fphercs^ 
which always played at certain periods, and the 
court was now prepared to bear their part, in what* 
ever in^-rument they moft excelled. 

In our journey towards Lagado; the capital city^ 
his Majefty ordered that the ifland fhould Hop over 
certain towns and villages, from whence he might 
receive the petitions of his fubjefts. And to this 
purpofe feveral pack-threads were let down with 
fmali weights at the bottom. 0:i thefe pack-threads 
the people ftrung their petitions, wliich mounted 
up dircdlly, like the fcraps of paper, faftcned by 
fchool-boys at the end of the ftring that holds their 
kite. Sometimes we received: wine and victuals 
fix)m below, which were drawn up by pullies. 

The knowledge I had in mathematics gave mc 
great afliftancc in^ acquiring^ their phrafeology,. 
which depended" much upon that fcitnce, and mu- 
fic ; and in the latter I was not unlkilled. Thetr 
iJ^as are perpetually converfant in lines and figures. 
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If they would, for example, praifc the beauty of a 
woman» or any other aniinal, they defciibe it by 
rhombs, circles, parallelograms, ellipfcs, and other 
geometrical terms, or by words of art drawn from 
mufic, needlefs here to repeat. I obferved in the 
King*s kitchen all forts of mathematical and mufical 
inftruments, after the figures of which they cut 
up the joints that were ferved to his Majefty's tabl^. 

Their houfcs are very ill built, the walls bevil, 
without one right angle in any apartment ; and this 
dcfcft arifcth Jhom the contempt they bear to prac- 
tical geometry, which they dei'pife as vulgar and 
mechanic, thofc inftru&ions thev give being too re- 
fined for the intcllcftuids of their woikmen, which 
occaflons perpetual millakes. And although (hey 
are dexterous enough upon a piece of paper in the 
management of the rule, the pencil, and the divi- 
der ; yet in the common aAions and behaviour of 
life, I have not feen a more clumfy, awkward, and 
unhandy people, nor fo flow and perplexed in their 
conceptions upon all -other fubje<Sts, except thufe of 
mathematics and mulic. They are very bad rea- 
foners, and vehemently given to oppofition, unlcfs 
when they happen to be of the right opinion which 
js fcldom their cafe. Imagination, fancy, and in- 
vention, they are wholly Grangers to, nor have any 
words in their language, by which thofe ideas can 
be cxprefil'd ; tlie whole compafs of their thoughts 
and mind being Ihut up within the two fore- men- 
tioned fciences. 

Moft of them, and efpecially thofe who deal in 
the aftronomical part, have great faith in judicial 
aflrology, ahhouc;h they are aHiamed to own it pu- 
blicly. But what I chiefly admired, and thought al- 
logciher unaccountable, was the ftrong dilpofition 
I obferved in them towai'ds news and politics, per- 
petually inquiring -into public affairs, j^Iving their 
judgements in matters or (late, and paffionAi^V^ dVi- 
puting cTCiy inch of a party op\n\ou. Wv^Ni \vv- 
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deed obferved the fame difpofitjon atndng moft of 
the mathematicians 1 have known in Europe, al^- 
though I could never difcover the lead analogy be« 
tween the two fciences; unlefs thofe people fuppofe^ 
that becaufe the fmalleCb circle hath as many de* 
grees as the largeft, therefore the regulation and 
management of the world require no more abili- 
ties, than the handling and turning oF a globe : but 
I rather take this quality to fpring from a very com- 
mon infirmity of human nature, inclining us to be 
mod curious and conceited in matters where we 
have lead concern, and for which we arc leaft a- 
daptcd, cither by ftudy or nature. 

Thefc people are under continual difquictudes, 
never enjoying a minutes peace of mind ; and their 
difturbances proceed from caufcs, which very little 
affeft ihe reft of mortals. Their apprehenfions arife 
from feveral changes they dread in the celeftial bo- 
dies. For inftance, that the earth, by the continual 
approaches of the fim towards it, muft be abforbed 
or fwallowed up. That the face of the fun will by 
degrees be incruftcd with its own effluvia, and give 
DO more light to the world. That the earth very 
narrowly efcaped a brufh from the tail of the laft 
comet, which would have infallibly reduced it to 
afhes ; and that the next, which they have calcula- 
ted for one and thirty years hence, will probably 
deftroy us. For, if in its perihelion it fhould ap- 
proach within a certain degree of the fun (as by 
their calculations they have rcafon to dread) it will 
receive a degree of heat ten thoufand times more 
intenfe, than that of red hot glowing iron; and, 
in its abfence from the fun, carry a blazing tail ten 
hundred thoufand and fourteen miles long j through 
which if the earth fhould nafs at the dlftance of one 
hundred thoufand miles troni the micUus^ or maih 
body of the comet, it muft in its p^iiTage be fet on 
fire, and reduced to afhes. That the fun, daily 
> /peodlng its rays wiihout any nutriment to fupply 
^ vkctn, 
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them, will at laft be wholly confumed and annihU 
lated ; which mud be attended with the de(lru£lion 
of this earth and of all the planets that receive their 
light from it *. 

They arc fo perpetually alarmed with the apprc- 
heniions of thefe, and the like impending dangers^ 
dial they can neither fleep quietly in their beds, 
nor have any relifh for the common pleafures or 
amufements of life. When they meet an acquaint- 
ance in the morning, the firft quedion is about the 
fua*8 health, how he looked at his fetting and rifmg, 
and what hopes they have to avoid the (Iroke of 
the approaching comet. This converfacion they are 
apt to run into with the fame temper, that boys 
discover in delighting to hear terrible (Vories of fpi- 
riis and hobgoblins, which they greedily liften tOf 
and dare not go to bed for fear. 

The women of the ifland have abundance of vi« 
vacity ; they contemn their hufbands, and are ex* 
ccedingly fond of ftrangers, whereof there is al- 
ways a confiderable number from the continent be- 
low attending at courts either upon afiairs of the 
feveral towns and corporations, or their own par- 
ticular occafions, but are much defpifed, becaufe 
they want the fame endowments. Among thefe 
the ladies chufe their gallan's : but the vexation is, 
that they sl&, with too much eafe and fecurity, for 
the huiband is always fo rapt in fpeculation, that 
the miflrefs and lover may proceed to the greateft 
familiarities before his face, if he be but provided 
with' paper and implementSi and without h\s flapper 
at his fide. 

The wives ^nd daughters lament their confine 
menttothe ifland, although I think it the moft de- 
licious fpot of ground in the world ; and although 
they live here in the greatcft plenty and magnifi- 

• All thefe wtre fuppoHtions of perfons emineat m \.b^ xXtcwt ^ot 
natbeniatical kaowledge. 

Vol V. I ctT^cA 
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cencc, and are allowed to do whatever ihey pleafc, 
they long to fee the world, and take the diverfions 
of the metropolis, wliich they are not allowed to 
do without a particular licence Trom the King ; and 
this is not eafy to be obtained, becaufc the people of 
quality have found, by frequent experience, how 
hard it is to perfuade their women to return from 
below, I was told, that a great court lady, who 
had fevcral children, is married to the prime mini- 
fter, the richeft fubje£t in the kingdom, a very 
graceful pcrlbn, extremely fond of her, and livc« 
in the fineft palace of the iifland, went down to La- 
gado on the pretence of health, there hid herfelf 
for feveral months, till the King feat a warrant to 
fearch for her» and (he was found in an obfcure 
cating-houfe all in rags, having pawned her cloaths 
to maintain an old deformed footman, who beat 
her every day, and in whofe company fhe was taken 
much againfl her will. And although her hufband 
received her with all poiCble kindnefs, and without 
the leaft reproach, fhe foon after contrived to fteal 
down again with all her jewels to the fame gallant^ 
and hath not been heard of iince. 

This may perhaps pafs with the reader rather f jr 
an European or £ngli(h (lory, than for one of a 
country fo remote. But he may pleafe to confider, 
that the caprices of womankind are not limited by 
any climate or nation, and that they are much 
more uniform than can be- eafily imagined. 

In about a month's time* 1 had made a tolerable 
proficiency in their language, and was able to an- 
fwer mod of the King*s queilions, when I had the 
honour to attend him. His Majefly difcovered not 
the leaft curiofity to inquire into the laws, govern- 
ment , hiftory, religion, or manners of the coun- 
tries where I had been, but confined his queftioas 
to the ftate of mathematics, and received the ac- 
count 1 gave him wuh great contempt and indif- 
k ferenccj 
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fcrcncc, thoagh often roufcd by h\% flapper 00 each 
iid€ 




jf phenomenon folved by modern philofophy ant aftrth 
nomy. The Laputiam great improvements in the 
latter. The Kings method (f fupprejfing infurrec* 
tionSw 

IDefired leave of this prince to fee the curiofitief 
of the ifland, which he was graciuufly pleafed 
to grant, and ordered tny tutor' to attend me I 
chiefiy wanted to know, to- what caufe in art or in 
nature it owed its feveral motions,^ whereof I will 
lK>w give a philosophical account to the reader. 

The flying or floating ifland is exaAIy circular» 
its diameter 7837 yards, or about four miles and ad 
Balf, and confcqtiehtiy contains ten thouiand acres. 
It 18 three hundred yards thicks The bottom, or 
under furface, which appears to thofe who view ic 
from below» is one even regu1ar;plate of adamant^ 
ihootiog up to the height of about two hundred 
yards. Above it lie the feveral minerals in their 
ilfuai ordcr> and over all is a coar of rich mould» 
ten or twelve feet deep. The disclivity of the upper 
Airface, from the circumference to the centre, is 
the natural caufe why all the dews and rains, which 
£ill upon the iflaodi are convey:ed in fmall rivulets 
towards the middle, where they ^e emptied into 
four large bafons, each of about half a mile in cir- 
cuit, and two hundred yards diftant fiom the cen- 
tre. From thcfe bifons the water is continually ex- 
haled by the fun in the day- time, which effcftuallyv 
prevents their overflowing. Befides, as it is it\ 0\!^ 
power of the monarch to raifc the illsiud ^ONt.^^ 
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region of clouds and vapours, he can prevent the 
falling of dews and rains whenever he pleafes. For 
the high eft clouds cannot rife above two miles, as 
jiaturalids agree, at leaft they were never known to 
do fo in that country. 

At the centre of the ifland there is a chafm about 
fifty yards in diameter, from whence the aflrono*' 
mers defcend into a large dome, which is therefore 
called jlandona gngpele^ or the aftron&mer^s cavt^ fl- 
tuated at the depth of a hundred yards betieath 
the upper furface of the adamant. In this cave are 
twenty lamps continually burning, which, from the 
refleAion of the adamant, call a ftrong light into 
every part. The place is ftored with great variety . 
of fextants, quadrants, telefcopes, aftrolabes, and 
other aftronomical inftruments. But the greateft 
curiofity, upon which the fate of the ifland depends^ 
is a loadftone of a prodigious fize, in ihape refem« 
bling a weaver's (huttle. It is in length fix yards* 
and in the thickeft part at leaft three yards over. 
This magnet is fuftained by a very ftrong axle of 
adamant paftiog through its middle, upon vi hich it 
nlay*. anrj jj pciftd fo cxAiftly, that the vi^eakeft 
hand can turn it It is hooped round with en hoN 
low cylinder of adamant, four feet deep, as manf 
thick, and twelve yards in diameter^ placed hori* 
izontally, and fu pporied by eight adamaAtine feet, 
each fix yards high. In the middle oi the concave 
fide there is a groove twelve inches deep, in whkh 
the extremities of the auile are lodged, and turned 
tound as thefc is bccafion. 

The ftone cantiot be moved from its place by 
txij force, bccaufe the hoop anil its feet arc one 
Continued piece With that body of adamant, which 
Cbnftitutes the bottom of the ifland. 

By means of this load-ftone the ifland is made to 

rife and fall, and move from one place to another. 

For, with refpeft to that part of the earth over 

mMcb the Axxymrch prefides, the ftone is endued at 

K>^ one 
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one of its fides with an attra£live power, and at the 
other with a repulfive. Upon placing the magnet 
ereA^ with its attracting end towards the earth, the 
iCland defcends ; but when the repelling extremit]^ 
points downwards, the iiland mounts dircAly up- 
wards* When the polition of the ilone is oblique, 
the motion of the iiland is fo too : for in this mag- 
net the forces always adt in lines parallel to its di« 
reAion . 

By this oblique motion the ifland is conveyed to 
different parts of the monarch's dominions. To 
explain the manner of its progrefs, let A B repre- 
fent a line drawn crofs the dominions of Balnibar** 
hi) lee the line c d rcprcfcnt the load-done, of 
which let d be the cepclling end, and c the attraAtng 
end, the iiland being over C\ let the ilone be plac** 
ed in the poiition c d, with its repelling end duwn« 
wards; then the idand will be driven upwards ob- 
liquely towards D, When it is arrived at />, let 
the ilone be turned upon its axle, till its att racing 
end points towards £, and then the iiland will be 
earned obliquely towards E ; where, if the ilone 
be again turned upon its axle, till it ilands in< 
Che pofitioQ E F, with its repelling point downward, 
the iiland will rife obliquely towards Fy where, by 
diredlihg the attracting end towards G, the iiland 
may be carried to G^ and from G to H^ by turning 
the ilone, fo as to make its repelling extremity point 
direAly downward. And thus, by changing the 
fituatton of the ilone as often as there is occalion, 
the iiland is made to rife and fall by turns in an ob- 
lique direction, and by thofe alternate riiings and 
fallings (the obliquity being not confiderable,) is 
conveyed from one part of the dominions to the 
other. 

But k muil be obferved, that this ifland cannot 
move beyond the extent of the dominions below, 
nor can it rife above the height of four ttvWei^. "^q^ 
which the altronoincrs (who have vim\.tu\^v^<& *^)^-^ 
I 3 v^iVSA-^ 
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terns concerning theflone,) affign the following rea- 
'ion : that the magnetic virtue does not extend be- 
yond the didance of four miles, and that the mine- 
ral, which afts upon the ftone in the bowels of the 
earth, and in the Tea about fix leagues diftant from 
the (hore, is not diffufc^d through the whole globe, 
but terminated with the limits of the King*s domi- 
nions ; and it was eafy, from the great advantage 
of fuch a fupcrior fituation', for a prince to bring 
under his obedience, whatever country lay within 
the attraction of that magnet. 

When the ftone U put parallel to the plane of 
the horizon, the ifland ftandeth ftili ; for in that 
cafe the extremities of ic, being at equal diftance 
fro(D the earth, a£l: with equal force, the one in 
drawing downwards, the other in pu(hing upwards, 
and confequently no motion can enfue* 

This load' ftone is under the care of certain aftro- 
nomers, who from time to time give it fuch pofi- 
tions as the monarch direfts. They fpend the great- 
eft part of their lives in obierving the celeftial bo- 
dies, which they do by the ailiftance of glafTcs far 
excelling ours in goodnefs. For, although their 
largeft telcfcopes do not exceed three feer, they 
magnify much more than thofe of an hundred with 
us, and ftiew the ftars with greater clearnefs. This 
advantage hath enabled them to extend their difco- 
veries much farther than our aftronomers in Eu- 
rope ; for they have made a catalogue of ten thou- 
fand fixed ftars, whereas the largtft of ours do not 
•contain above one third part of that number. They 
have likewife difcovered two leffer ftars, or fatcl- 
lites, which revolve about Mars, whereof the inner- 
moft is diftant from the centre of the primary pla- 
net, exa£Uy three of his diameters and the outer- 
:moft five; the former revolves in the fpace of ten 
hours, and the latter in twenty- one and an half; fo 
that the fquarcs of their periodical times are very 
near in the fame proportion with the cubey of their 

diftaoce 
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diftance from the centre of Mars, which evidently 
fhews them to be governed by the fame Uw of gra- 
vitation, that influence! the other heavenly bodies. 

They have obferved ninety- three different comets, 
and fettled their periods with great exa^tncfs. If 
this be true, (and they affirm it with great confi- 
dence,) it is much to be wilhed, that their obferva- 
tions were made public, whereby the theory of co- 
mets, which at prefent is very lame and dcfedive, 
might be brought to the fame perfection with other 
parts of agronomy. 

The King would be the mod abfolute prince in 
the univerfe, if he could but prevail on a minidry 
to Join with him ; but thefe, having their cftatei 
below, on the continent, and conlidering that the 
office of a favourite hath a very uncertain tenure, 
would never confent to the enflaving their country. 

If any town (hould engage in rebellion or mutiny, 
fall into violent factions, or refufe to pay the ufual 
tribute, the King hath two methods of reducing 
them^to obedience. The firft and the mildefl courfe 
is by keeping the ifland hovering over fuch a town, 
and the lands about it, whereby he can deprive them 
of the benefit of the fun and ihe rain, and confe- 
quently affli£t the inhabitants with dearth and dif- 
cafes. And if the crime deferve it, they are at the 
fame time pelted from above with great fiones, a- 
gainft which they have no defence but by creeping 
into cellars or caves, while the roofs of their houfes 
are beaten to pieces; But if they fiill continue ob- 
fiinate, or ofier to raife infurreCtions, he proceeds 
to the laft remedy, by letting the ifland drop direA- 
ly upon their heads, which makes an univerfal de- 
ftruftion both of houfes and men. However, this 
is an extremity to which the pi ince is feldom driven, 
neither indeed is he willing to put it in execution, 
nor dare his miniders adviie him to an adtion, which, 
as ic would render them odious to the people, fo \v 
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would be a great damage to their own eftatSs, which 
lie all below, for the ifland is the King's demefn. 

But there is ftill indeed a more weighty reafon, 
why the kings of this country have been always 
averfe from executing fo terrible an adion, unlefs 
upon the utmoft neceffity. For if the town, in- 
tended to be deftroyed, ihould have in it any tall 
rocks, as it generally falls out in the larger cities, a 
fituation probably chofen at firft with a view to pre- 
sent fuch a cataftrophe ; or if it abound in high 
fpires, or pillars of (lone, a fudden fall might en- 
danger the bottom or under-furface of the ifland, 
which, although it confid, as I have faid, of one 
intire adamant two hundred yards thick, might 
happen to crack by too great a fhock, or burft by 
approaching too near the fires from the houfes be- 
low, as the backs both of iron and (lone will often 
do in our chimnies. Of all this the people are well 
apprilcd, and underftand how far to carry their 
obftinacy, where their liberty or prof>crty is con- 
cerned. And the King, when he is highefl pro- 
voked, and moft determined to prefs a city to rub- 
bifh, orders the ifland to deTcend with great gentle- 
neG, out of a pretence of tendcmefs to his people ; 
but indeed for fear of breaking the adamantine bot- 
tom ; in which cafe it is the opinion of all their 
philofophers, that the load flone could no longer 
hold it up, and the whole mafs would fall to the 
ground. 

By a fundamental law of this realm, neither the 
King, nor either of his two elder fons, are permit- 
ted to leave the iflandy nor the Queen, till fiie is 
pail child-bearing. 
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CHAP. IV. 

The author leaves Laputa^ is conveyed to Babiibarbi^ 
arrives at the metropolis, A defcriptien of the me^ 
tropo&s, and the country aajoining* 7 he author hof- 
piiahly received hy a great lord. His converJatioB 
with that lord. 

ALTHOUGH I cannot fay chat I was iU-treated 
in this iiland, yet I muft confefs I thought 
myfelf coo much neglcAed, not withouc fome de- 
gree of contempc. For neither prince nor people 
appeared co be curious in any pare of knowledge, 
ezcepc mathematics and mufic, wherein I was far 
their inferior, and upon that account very little re* 
garded. 

On the other fide, after having fci;n all the CU- 
rioficics of the ifland, I was very delirous to leave 
it, being heartily veftry of thofc people. They were 
Indeed excellent in two fcicnces, for which I have 
great efteem, and wherein I am nrt unverfed, but 
at the fame time fo ab(lrii£ted and involved in fpecu* 
lacion, that I never met with fuch difagreeable com* 
panions. I converfcd only with women, tradefmen^ 
flappers, and court pages, during two months of 
my abode there ; by which at laft I rendered myfelf 
extremely contemptible ; yet thcfe were the only 
people, from whom I could ever receive a reafona* 
blc anfwer. 

I had obtained by hard ftudy a good degree of 
knowledge in their language ; I was weary of being 
confined to an ifland, where I received fo little coun- 
tenance, and refolved to leave it with the firfl op- 
portunity. 

There was a great lord at court, ncarVj td^t.^^ ^<^ 
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the King, and» for that reafbn a^one^ ufed with 
refpcft. He was univerfally reckoned the moft 
ignorant and ftupid pcrfon among them. He had 
performed many eminent fervices for the crown, 
had great natural and acquired pares, adorned with 
integrity and honour, but fo ill an ear for mufic, 
that his detra<^ors reported he had been often known 
to beat time in the wrong place; neither could his 
tutors, without extreme difficulty, teach him to de- 
snonftrate the moft eafy proportion in the mathe- 
matics. He was pleafed lo fhew me many marki of 
favour, often did me the honour of a vifit, delired 
JKo be informed in the affairs of Europe, the laws 
and cuftoms, the manners and learning of the feve- 
ral countries where I had travelled. He liftened to 
sne with great attention, and made very wife obfer- 
vations on all I ipoke. He had^ two flappers at- 
tending him for ftate, but never made ufe of themr 
except at court, and in vifks of ceremony, and 
would always command them to withdraw, vrhetk 
wc were alone together. 

I entreated this illuftrious perfbn to intercede in- 
my behalf with his Majeily for leave to depart^ 
which he accordingly did, as he was pleafed to teO^ 
me, with regret : for indeed he had made me feve- 
ral offers very advantageous, which however I re- 
fufed with expreffions of the higheft acknowledg-^ 
ment. 

On the 1 6th of February I took leave of hir 
Majefty and the court.r The King made me a pre- 
fent to the value of about two hundred pounds 
Engliih, and my prote6bor, his kinfman, as^ much- 
♦more, together with a letter of recommendation to* 
a friend of his in Lagado, the metropolis : the ifland' 
being then jiovering over. a n:K>untain about two' 
miles from it, I was let down from the loweft gal- 
lery, in the fame manner as 1 had been taken up. 

The continent, as far as it is fubjeft to the mo- 

^^fiich of the flying ifland, pafles under the general 

Ki name 
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name of Balnibarbi ; and the metropolis, as I faid 
before, is called Lagado. I felt fome little fatis* 
faAion in finding myfelf on firm ground. I walked 
to the city without any concern, being clad like one 
of the natives, and fufficiently in(lru£ted toconverfe 
with them. I ibon found out the perfon's houfe to 
whom I was recommended, prefentcd my letter 
from his friend the grandee in the iiland, and was 
received with much kindnefs. This great lord, 
whofe naine was Munodi, ordered me an apartment 
in his own houfe, where I continued during my 
ftay, and was entertained in a moft hofpiuble man- 
gier. 

The next morning «fter my arrival he took me 
in his chariot to fee the town, which is about half 
the bignefs of London, but the houfes very (Irange- 
ly built, and moft of them out of repair. The 
people in the ftreets walked faft, looked wild, their 
eyes fixed, and were generally in nigs. We pafied 
through one of the town-gates, and went about 
•three miles into the country, where I faw many la* 
bourers working with feveral forts of tools in the 
ground, but was not able to conjedlure what they 
were about ; neither did I obferve any expectation 
either of corn or grafs, although the foil appeared 
to be excellent. I could not forbear admiring at 
thefe odd appearances both in town and country ; 
and I made bold to defire my conductor, that he 
would be pleafed to explain to me what could be 
meant by fo many bufy heads, hands, and faces, 
both in the ftreets and the fields, becaufe I did not 
difcover any good tffc£ts they produced ; but, on 
the contrary, I never knew a foil fo unhappily cul- 
tivated, houfes fo ill contrived and fo ruinous, 'v a 
people whofe countenances and habit exprefifed fo 
much mifcry and want. 

This Lord Munodi was a perfon of the fir ft 
rank, and had been fome years governor of La%3w- 
do ; but by a cabal of miniftcrs was d\(dv9^T^<c^ ^ot. 
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infufficiency. However the King treated him with 
tendernefs, as a. well-meaniDg man, but of a low 
contemptible underftanding. 

When I gave that free ccnfure of the country 
and its inhabitants, he made no farther anfwer, 
than by telling me, that I had not been long enough 
among them to form a judgement ; and that the 
different nations of the world had different cuf- 
toms ; with other common topics to the fame pur- 
pofe. But, when we returned to his palace^ he 
aiked me how I liked the building, what abfurdities 
I obferved, and what quarrel 1 had with the drcft 
or looks of his domeflics. This he might fafely 
do ; becaufe every thing about him was magnificent, 
regular, and polite. I anfwered, that his ExceU 
lency's prudence, quality, and fortune, had ex* 
empted him from thefe defcAs, which folly and 
beggary had produced in others. He- faid, if I 
would go with him to his country- houfe about 
twenty miles diflanr, where his edate lay, there 
would be more leifure for this kind of lonverfation. 
I told his Excellency, that I was intirely at his dif- 
pofal ; and accordingly we fct out next morning. 

During our journey he. made me obferve the fe« 
veral methods ufed by farmers in managing their 
lands; which to me were wholly unaccountable; 
for except in fomc very few places, I could not dif* 
cover one ear of corn, or blade of grafs. But in 
three hours travelling, the fcene was wholly alter* 
ed ; we came into a mod beautiful country ; farm- 
ers houfes at fmall diflances neatly built> the fields 
indofed, containing vineyards, corn»grounds, and 
meadows. Neither do I remember to have feen a 
more delightful proipc£l. His Excellency obferv* 
ed my countenance to clear up ; he told me with a 
figh, that there his eilate began, and would conti* 
nue the fame, till we fhould come to his houfe. 
That his countrymen ridiculed and defpifcd him for 
m^Ddging his affiiirs no better, and for fetting fo ill 
i an 
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an example 10 the kingdom, which however was 
followed by very few, fuch at were old, and wtl* 
ful, and weak like himfclf. 

We came at length to the houfc, which was in- 
deed a uobl^ ftru£kure» built according to the bed 
rules of ancient architcAure. The fountains, gar- 
dens, walks, avenues, and groves, were all difpof- 
ed with exaA judgement and talle. 1 gave due 
praifes to cvciy thing 1 faw, whereof his Excellen- 
cy took not the leail notice till after fuppcr ; when, 
there being no third companion, he told me with 
a very melancholy air, that he doubted he muft 
throw down his houfcs in town and country to re- 
build ihem afcer the preient mode« dcdroy all his 
plantations, and caft others into fuch a form as 
modern ufage required, and (>ive the fame dircAions 
to all his tenuntj;, unlcfs he would fubmit to incur 
the cenfure of prid«:, iin^ularity, afl> ftiuion, igno- 
rance, caprice, and peihaps incrcafc his Majcfly*s 
difpleafurc. 

That the admiration I appeared to be under, 
would ccaff or diininirti, wHmi lie had informed 
me of fbme particulars, which probably 1 never 
heard of at conrt, the people there being too much 
taken up in thcii* own fpcculitions to have regard 
to what pAfC^d here below. 

The fu 11 of his difcourfc was to this effcdl: that 
about forty ye:ii» a/jo certain peiCit^ns went up tu 
i^aputa, cither upon builncfit ordiverfion, and after 
five montli!« continuance came back with a very 
liiile fmattering in maihematics but full of volatile 
Spirits actjuircd in that airy region. Thai ihcfc per- 
Ions upon rheir return began to diflike the manage- 
ment of every thing below, and I'cll into fchemcsof 
putting all arts, icrcnce^, langn.if,e6, and mecha- 
nics upon a new foot. To thiB end they procured 
a royal patent forcrcftiog an academy of projectors 
in Ijagado; and the humour prevailed fo ftroiv^'!| 
among the people^ that there is not a lovin ol %tcf 

Vol, V. K coi\fe*^^^^^ 
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CHAP. V. 

The author ptrmitud to fee the grand academy cf La* 
gado. The academy largely defcribed. The arts 
Vfherjein tie profeffon empky themjelves ♦« 

THIS academy is not an entire fingle bullditig, 
biu a continuation of fcveral houfes on boui 
iides of a ftreet, whic4i growing wafte> was pur- 
chafed and applied to that ufe. 

* However wild the dcfcript^on of the ^^ying iiland, and the sua^ 
ficrt and various proje^g of the pbilofophers of Lagadcs may appear, 
vet it is a leal pi^ore embellifhed with nsuch latent wit and humour. 
It 11 a fatire upon thofe adronomers and mathematicians who have 
So entirely dedicated their time to the planets, that they have 
been carelefs of their family and country^ and have been chiefly 
anxious abcot the oeconomy and welfare of the upper worlds. 
But if we confidcr Swift's romance in aferious light, we (hall find him 
■of opinion, that thofc dcterminationi in philofophy, which at pre* 
fent feem to the moft knowing men to be perfe^ly well founded and 
aoderftood, are in reality nufettled, or uncertain, and may perhaps, 
fome ages hence, be as much decried as the axioms of Ariftotle are 
at this day. Sir Ifaac Newton and his notions may hereafter be out 
M fafhion. There is a kind of mode \n philofophy, as well as i» 
. other thiogs : and fuch modes often change more from the humour 
and c. price of men, than either from the unreafonable, or the iii« 
founded conclufions of the philofophy itfelf. The reafoninga tof fonc 
philofuphcrs have undoubtedly better fotiodatiou than thofe of other*: 
but I am of opinion, (and Swift feemfi to be in the fame way of 
thinking,) that the mod applauded philofopby, hitherto extant, haa 
not fully, clearly, and certainly explained many diffiiulties in the 
phenomena cf natu c. I am induced to believe, that God may have 
abfolutcly denifd us the perfc^ knowledge of many points in philo- 
fopby, fo that we fhall never arrive at that perfeclion, however cer- 
tain wc may fuppofc ourfelves of having attained to it already. Upon 
the v\ hclf , we may fay with Tully, Omnibus fere in rebus, et maxime « 
fbyficiiy quid nan Jit d.iuiqi-ani quid Jic, dixerim. Orrery. 

This note in general faems to be a teftimony of his Lord^ip*s ap- 
probation, but it is not eafy to difcover v^hat in particular is meant 
by the word rea/, fince every pidlure is a real picture, whether it be 
copied from nature vr fancy j and indeed it is equally difficult to con- 
cei«« now a pi£^ure of any kind can be embelliihed with that which 
JS liidden, 

I was 
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I was received very kindly by the warden^ and 
went for many days to ihc academy. Every room 
hath in it one or more projeftors ; and I believe I 
could not be in fewer than five hundred rooms. 

The firft man I faw was of a meagre afpcA, with, 
footy hands and face, his hair and beard long, rag* 
ged and iinged in feveral places. His cloaths, (hirc» 
and (kin, were all of the lame colouV. He had been 
eight years upon a projed for extracting fun-beams 
out of cucumbers, which were to be put into vials 
hermetically fealed, and let out to warm the air ia 
raw inclement fummers. He told me» he did not 
doubt, that, in eight years more, he (hould be able 
to fupply the governor's gardens with fun-Qiioe 
at a reafonable rare ; but he complained that hi» 
ftock was low, and intreated me to give him fome- 
thing as an encouragement to ingenuity, efpeciallf 
fince this had been a very dear feafon for cucum- 
bers. I made him a fniali preient, for my lord had 
furni(hed Rie with money on. purpofe, becaufe he 
knew their practice of begging from all who go t» 
fee them. 

I went into another chamber, but was ready to^ 
baften bick, being almod overcome with a horrible 
{link. Mycondu^or preiled me forward, conjuring 
me in a whifper to give no ofience, which would 
be highly refented, and therefore I durft not fa 
much as ftop my nofc. The projeftor of this cell 
was the moft ancient ftudent of the academy ; kis 
face and beard were of a pale yellow : his hand* 
and cldaths dawbed over with filth. When I was 
prefented to him he gave me a clofe embrace, (a 
compliment I could well have excufed). His em* 
ployment from his firft coming into the academy 
was an operation to reduce human excrement to its 
original food, by feparating the feveral parts, re- 
moving the tindlure which it receives from the gali» 
making the odour exhale, and fcumming oiT the 
ikliva. .He iaiad a weekly allowance frovxi \3^e ^^^ 
K 3 Ai^l 
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ciety of a veflcl filled with human ordure about the 
bignefs of a Briftol barrel. 

I faw another at work to calcine ice into gun- 
powder, who like wife fhewed me a treat! fe be had 
written concerning the malleability of fire, which 
he intended to publiih. 

There was a moft ingenious architefl, who had 
contrived a new method for building houfes by be*' 
ginning at the roof, and working downwards to the 
foundation, which he judified to me by the like 
practice of thofe two prudent infers the bee and the 
ipider. 

There was a man born b*ind, who had feveral 
^pprenticesin his own condition : their employment 
vas to mix colours for painters, which their maf* 
ter taught them to didinguifh by feeling and fmel- 
ling, it was indeed my misfortune to find them at 
that time not very perfedl: in their lefibns, and the 
profefibr hinifelf happened to be generally miftaken. 
This artift is much encouraged and efteemed by the 
whole fraternity. 

In another apartment I was highly pleafed with a 
projeAor, who had found a device of plowing the 
ground with hogs, to fave the charges of ploughs, 
cattle> and labour. The method is this : In. an 
acre of ground you bury at fix inches diftance and 
eight deep, a quantity of acorns, dates, chefnuts, 
and other mafte or vegetables, whereof thefe ani- 
mals arefondeft: then you drive fix hundred or 
more of them into the held, where in a few days 
they will root up the whole ground in fearch ^of 
their food, and make it fit for fowing, at the fame 
time manuring it with their dung ; it is true, upon 
experiment they found the charge and trouble very 
great, and they had little or no crop. However, it 
is not to be doubted, that this invention may be 
capable of great improvement. 

I went into another room, where the walls and 
luding were all bung round with cobwebs, except 

a narrow 
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a narrow paflage for the anift to go in and otit. Ac 
sny entrance he called aloud to me not to difturb 
bis webs. He lamented the fatal miftake the world 
had been fo long in of ofing filk-wormf, while we 
had fuch plenty of domeftic infects, who infinitely 
excelled the former, becaofe they under ftood how 
to weave as well u fpin. And he propoled farther, 
that, by employing fpiders, the charse of dying 
filks (bould be wholly faved ; whereof I was nilly 
convinced, when he fliewed me a vaft number of 
flies moft beautifully coloured, wherewith he fed 
his fpiders, afluring us, that the webs would take 
a tin&ure from them ; and, as he had them of all 
hues, he hoped to fit every body's fancy, as fooo 
as he could find proper food for the flies, of cer« 
tain gums, oils, and other glutinous matter, to give 
a ftrength and confifte nee to the threads. 

There was an aftronomer, who had undertaken 
to place a fun-dial upon the great weather-cock on 
the town houfe, by adjufiing the annual and diur« 
nal motions of the earth and fun, fo as to anfwer 
and coincide with all accidental turnings of the 
wind, 

I was complaining of a fmall fit of the cholic, 
upon which my conduAor led cne into a room 
where a great phvfician refided, who was famous 
for curing that diieafe by contrary operations from 
the fame mftrument. He had a large pair of bel- 
lows with a long flcnder muzzle of ivory : this ht 
conveyed eight inches up the anus, and, drawing in 
the wind, he affirmed, he could make the guts as 
lank as a dried bladder. But when the difeafe was 
more flubborn and violent, he let in the muzzle 
while the bellows were full of wind, which he dif- 
charged into the body of the patient ; then with- 
drew the inftrument to replenifh it, clapping his 
-thumb ftrongly againft the orifice of the funda. 
ment ; and, this being repeated three or four times, 
the adventitious wind would ruih out| Wvci%\ti%^^ 
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noxious along with it, (like water put into a pump/) 
and the patient recover. I faw hini cry both expe- 
riments upon a dog, but could not difcem any 
effc6k from the former. After the latter, the ani*. 
mal was readT to burft, and made fo violent a dif- 
charge, as was very ofienfive to me and my compa- 
oions. The dqg died on the fpot, and we left the 
doAor endeavouring to recover him by the fame 
operation. 

I viiited many other apartments, but fhall not 
trouble my reader with all the curiodties I obfcrved^ 
being ftudious of brevity. 

I had hitherto feen only one fide of the academy, 
the other being appropriated to the advancers of 
speculative learning, or whom I (hall fay fomethiog 
when I have mentioned one illuftrious perfon more, 
who is called among them the univerfal carttft. Wz 
cold us he had been thirty years employing his 
thoughts for the improvement of human life. He 
had two large rooms full of wonderful curiofities^ 
and fifty men at work. Some were condeniing air 
into a dry uogible fubftance by extraAing the nitre, 
and letting the aqueous or fluid particles percolate; 
others fbftening marble for pillows and pin-cu- 
fhions ; others petrifying the hoofs of a living 
horfe to preferve ihem from foundering. Thc.ar- 
tift himfdf was at that time bufy upon two great 
deiigns ; the firft, to fow land with cha£E^ whereio 
he affirmed the true feminal virtue to be contained, 
as he demonilrated by ieveral experinnents, which I 
was not ikilful enough to comprehend. The other 
was, by a certain compofition of gums, minerals^ 
and vegetables, outwardly applied to prevent the 
growth of wool upon two young lambs ; and he 
hoped in a reafonable time to propagate the breed 
of naked fheep all ever the kingdom. 
' We crofled a walk to the other part of the aca« 
demy, where, as I have already (aid^ the projectors in 

^jycLlative learning relided. 

^%.- The 
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The firft profcfibr I faw was in a very large room 
with forty pupils about him. After falutation ob« 
ferviag me to look earnefilj upon a frame which 
took up the greatefl part oF both the length and 
breadth of the room, he faid perhaps I might 
wonder to fee him employed in 9 projcA for impro 
Tiog fpeculative knowledge by practical and mecha- 
nical operations. But the world would foon be 
fenfibie of its ufefulnefs i and he flattered himfelf, 
that a more noble exalted thought never fprang in 
any other man's head. Every one knew, how la- 
borious the ufual method is of attaining to arts and 
fciences ; whereas by his contrivance* the moft ig- 
noratit peribo, at a reafonable charge* and with a 
little bodily labour, might write books in philofo- 
phy* poetry, politics, law* mathematics, and the- 
ology, without the leaft aififtance from genius oe 
ftudy. He then led me to the frame, about the 
ikies whereof all his pupils ftood in ranks : It was 
twenty feet fquare, placed in the middle of the room. 
The fuperficies was compoied of (everal bits of 
wood about the bignefs of a dye, but ibme larger 
than others. They were all linked together by 
flender wires. Thefe bks of wood were covered on 
every fquare with paper palled on them ; and on 
thefe papers were written all the words of their 
language, in their (everal moods, tenfes, and de- 
clenfioQs ; but without any order. The profeflbr 
then deAred me to obferve ; for he was going to fee 
his engine at work. The pupiU at bis command 
took each of them hold of an iron-handle, whereof 
there were forty fixed round the edges of the 
frame ; and, giving them a fudden turn, the whole 
difpoHtion of the words was intircly changed. He 
then commanded fix and thirty of the lads to read 
the feveral lines foftly, as they appeared upon the 
frame ; and where they found three or four words 
together, that might make part of a fentencc, thc^ 
diftated to the four remaining boys, \i\io ^^^^ 
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fcribes. This work was repeated three or four times, 
aod at every turn, the engine was fo contrived, that 
the word» fliifceJ into new places, as the fquare bits 
of wood moved updde down. 

Six hours aday the young iludents were employ- 
cJ^in this labour, and the profcflbr (hewed me fc* 
ireral volumes in large folio already colle£led of 
broken (entences, which he intended to piece toge* 
ther, and out of thofe rich materials to give the 
world a compleat body of all arts and fciences ;^ 
which however might be ftill improved and much* 
expedited, if the public would raife a fund for ma* 
king and employing five hundred fuch frames iQ. 
Lagado, and oblige the managers to contribute ia> 
common their feveral coUedtions. 

He afiured me, that this^ invention had employed^ 
aU his thoughts from his youth : that he had emp- 
tied the whole vocabulary into his frame, and made 
the Ari£teft computation of the general proportion^ 
there is in books between the numbers of- particles^ 
nouns, and verbs, and other parts of fpeech *• 

I made my humbleft acknowledgn^ent to this il- 
luftrious perfon for his great communicativenefs ; 
and promifed, if ever I had the good- fortune to 
rfturn to my native country, that t would do him^ 
juftice, as the fole inventor of this wonderful ma* 
chine V the form and contrivance of which I defircd 
leave to delineate upon paper, as in the figure here 
annexed* I told him, although it were the cuftom 
of our learned in Europe to fteal^ inventions fronv 
each other, who had thereby at leaft this advantage^ 
that it became ar controverfy which was the right 

• The projeft/of a rtorc caJ^ and expeditions method of writing a* 
treatife in any fcience, fay a wooden engine, is entertainingly fadri- 
csA, and is aimed at thofe authors who, inftead of cecciving rnaie^ 
rikls from their own thoughts and obfetvations, collet from diAio* 
furies and common place books, an irregular variety Without orocr> 
ufe^ ordefi^: 

** Vt nee pes nee caput uni 

'' Redd^tw form«r 0rrtfy. 

owuer r 
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owner; yet I would cake fuch cautioot that he 
fliould have the honour entire without a riTal. 

We next went to the fchool of languages, where 
'4hree profciTorsfat in confultation upon improving 
that of their own country. 

The firft proje£t was to (horten difcour^e by cut* 
^inff polyfyllablet into one, and leaving out verbt 
•and participles ; becaufe in realhy all things ima« 
ginable are but nouns *« 

The other projeA was a fcheme for entirely abo- 
'lifhing all words whatfbever ; and this was urged 
.as a great advantage in point of health, as well as 
'brevity. For it is plain^ that every word we fpeakt 
*is in (ome degree a diminution of our lungs bycor- 
irofion ; and confequcotly contributes so the (hor- 
tening of our lives. An expedient was therefore 
•offered, that, fince words are only names for things, 
•it would be more convenient for all men to cany 
about them fuch things as were neceiTary to exprels 
the particular bulineis they are to difcburfc on. 
And this invention would certainly have taken 
place, to the great eafe as well as health of the Tub- 
JeA, if the women, in conjunAion with the vulgar 
and illiterate, had not threatened to raife a rebelli- 
on, unlefs they might be allowed the liberty to fpeak 
•with their tongues, after the manner of their fore- 
fathers i fuch conftant irreconcileable enemies to 
•fcience are the common people. However, many 
of the mod learned and wife adhere to the new 
fcheme of expreiTing themfelves by things, which 
hath only this inconvenience attending it, that if a 
man's bulinefs be very great and ot various kinds, 
he muft be obliged in proportion to carry a greater 

* Thisj>rojc£( It pofn'ed at the pernkuus (u(tom of contra^ing 
the Englim lansuage, the dialsft of >^hicli is n: turally harOi, and 
that harfhnefi is (lill inc*ea^ed by improper contaftioni. As Swifc 
vrat (crupuloufly cxaA in the pronuociatirn of his own tongue^ not 
the Jeaft improper opreHion ovir ifcapwdhts cenfurc. And T remem- 
ber to have recti in mtnufcript a d-iil nary of l\;i\d V40\di^« c^tcv^^- 
hi by him for tb« ufe of h'u remalc fenitc. Orrery. 
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bundle of things upon his back, unkfs he can af- 
ford one or two ftrong fervants to attend hitn. I 
have often beheld two of ihofe fages almoft finking 
under the weight of their packs, like pedlars among 
118 ; who, when they met in the Areers, would lay 
down their loads, open their facks, and hold con- 
veHation for an hour together ; then put up their 
implemei^, help each other to refume therr bur- 
thens, and take their leave. 

But for fhort converfations a man may carry im- 
plements in his pockets and under his arms enough 
to fupply him ; and in his houfe he cannot be at a 
loft. Therefore the room, where company meet 
who pradlife this art, is full of all things ready at 
hand, requifite to fxirnifh matter for this kind of 
artificial converfe. 

Another great advantage propoied by this inven- 
tion was, chat it would ferve as an univerfal lan- 
guage to be undcrftood in all civilized' nations, 
whofc goods and uicnfils are geneniMy of the fanve 
kind, or nearly refemWing, fo tliat thtir ufcs mip,ht 
cafily be comprehended. And thus ambaiTidors 
would be qualified to tie.it with foreign princes, or 
minifters of ftatc, to whofc tongues they were utter 
ftrangers. 

I was at the mathematical fchool, where the m!f- 
fter taught his pupils after a method fcarce iraag^i- 
nable to us in Europe, The propofition and de- 
mon fVration were fairly written on a thin wafer, 
with ink compofed of a ccpliaiic linfture This the 
ftudent was to fwallowupon a fiifting rtomach, and 
for three days following eat nothing but bread and 
water. As the wafer digeftcd, the tin£ture mount- 
ed to his brain, bearing the propofiiivni along with 
it. But the fuccefs hath not hitherto been anfweL'- 
able, partly by feme error in the quantum or com- 
pofition, and partly by the perverfenefs of lads ; to 
whom this bolus is fo naufcous, that ihey generally 
heal aUde and diicharge it upwards, before it can 

<i^eratc; 
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opcmre ; neither have they been yet perfuaded to 
ufe fo long ao abftinence as the prefcriptioa re- 
quires. 

CHAP. VI. 

A further account of the academy. The author pro* 
fofes fome improvements y which are honourably re^ 
ceived *. 

TN the fchool of political projeAors I was but ill 
-*- entertained ; the profelTors .appearing in my 
judgement wholly out of their fenfes ; which is a 
fcene that never fails to make me melancholy. 
Thefe unhappy people were propofing fchemes for 
perfuading monarchs to chufe favourites upon the 
Icore of their wifdom, capacity, and virtue; of 
teaching miniflers to confult the public good ; of 
rewarding merit, great abilities, and eminent fer- 
vices : of inftruAing princes to know their true in- 
tereft, by placing it on the fame foundation with 
that of their people ; of chuiing for employments 
perfons qualified to exercife them ; with many 
other wild impoflible chimaeras, that never entered 
before into die heart of man to conceive ; and 

* This chapter is. full of feverity and fatire. Sometimes it is ex- 
erted againft the legiOaiive power; foroctimes againft particular pa* 
liticians \ fometimes againft women : and fomeiimes it degenerates 
into filih. Tnie bum or • nght to bo kept up with decency and dig- 
nity, or It lofcs every tinOure of entertainment. Defcriptions that 
fliock our delicacy, cannot have the leafl good cB'e^t upon our 
minds. They offend us, and wc fly precipitately from the fight, Wc 
cannot (lay long enough to examine, wliether wit, fcnfs, or niurality, 
may be couched under fuch odious appearances. I am forry to fay, 
that thefe fort of defcriptions, which are too often intcrfperfiui 
throughout all Swift's works, arc fcldom written with any other 
view, or from any other motive, than a wild anbr..dlev\ \fvi>Avt&n 
•f his own humc^nr and di^ofition. Orrery^ 

Vol. v. L cot&xv$vt»^ 
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confirmed in me the old obfervation, that thci^ is 
nothing To extravagant and irrational, .which feme 
philofophers have not maintained for truth. 

But however I fhall fo far do juftice to this part 
of the academy, as to ackoowlecige that all of them 
were not fo viiionary. There was a moft ingenious 
dodor, who feemed to be perfe<5lly vcrftd in the 
whole nature andYyftem of government. This il- 
luftrious pcrfon had very ufefully employed his ftu- 
dies in finding out effectual remedies for all diiea&s 
and cormptions* to which the feveral kinds of pu- 
blic adminiftration are fubjc£t by the vices or.in- 
firmiiies of thofe who govern, as well as by the li* 
centioufnefs of thofe who are to obey. For inftaocef ; 
whereas all writers and reafoners have agreed, that 
there is a ftriA univerfal refemblance between the 
natural and the political body ; can there be any 
thing more evident, than that ifae health of both 
muft be prefcrved, and the difeafes cured by the 
fame prefcriptions ? It is allowed, that fenates and 
great councils are often troubled with redundant, 
ebullient, and other peccant humours; with many 
difeafes of the head, and more of the heart ; with 
ilrong convulfions, with grievous contractions of 
the nerves and fmews in both hands, but efpecially 
the right ; with fpleen, flatus, vertigos, and deliri- 
ums ; with fcrophulous tumours full of foetid pu- 
rulent matter ; with four frothy rudations ; w'th 
canine appetites, and crudenefs of digeflion, befidcs 
many others needlefs to mention. This do£kor 
therefore propofed, that, upon the meeting of a 
fenate, certain phyficians ihould attend at the three 
firft days of their fitting, and at the clofe of each 
day's debate feel the pulfes of every fenator ; after 
which, having maturely confidered and confulted 
upon the nature of the feveral maladies and the 
methods of cure, they fhould on the fourth day 
jeturn to the* fenate-houfe, attended by th^ir apo- 
iiecgrics ilored wit^ proper medicines > and, befqcc 

the 
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the members fat, adminift^r to each of them leni- 
tivesy aperitives, abftcrflfcs, corrofives, reftrhi- 
gentSy palliatives, laxativcSf cephalalgics, iihrics, 
apophlcgmatics, acoufticsi- as their feveral cafes re- 
quired ; an J, according as thefe medicines Ihould 
operate, repeat, alter, or omit them at the next 
meeting; 

This projeA could not be of any great expence 
to the public ; and might, in my poor opinion, be 
of much ufe for the difpatch of bufiners in thofe 
countries, where fenates have any iliare in the le- 
giflitive powers beget unanimity, (liorten debates* 
. open a few mouths which are now clofed, and dole 
many more which are now open ; curb the petu- 
lancy of the young, and correA the politivenefs of 
the old ; rouze the ftupid, and damp the pert. 

Again ; becaufe it is a general complamt, that 
the favourites of princes are troubled with Ihorc 
and weak memories; the fame doAor propoled, 
that whoever attendcil a flrft minifter, after having 
tbld his bulinefs with the utmoft brevity and in the 
ptaincfl words, (hould at liis departure give the f.iid 
minifter a tweak by the nofe, or a kick in the bcl* 
]y, or tread on his corns, or lug him thrice by 
both ears, or run a pin into his brea h, or pinch 
b4s arm black and blue, to prevent forgetfulnefs : 
and at every levee diy repeat the fame operationi 
till the budnefi were done orabfoluteiy rctufed. 

He likewife directed, that every fenator in the 

Sreat council of a nation, after he had delivered 
ris opinion, and argued in the defence of it, Ihould 
be obliged to give his vote direftly contrary ; be« 
ctufe, it that were done, the refult would infallibly 
terminau in the good of the public. 

When parlies in a ftatc are violent, he oflr4;r- 
ed a wonderful contrivance to reconcile them. I'lie 
method is this^ : you take an hundred leaders of 
^each party ; you difpofe them into couples of fucU^ 
whofe heads are neareft of a fi/c ) i\xta\c\. \.v<o tw\^ 
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operators faw off the occiput of each couple at the 
fame time in fuch a manner, that the brain may be 
equallj divided. Let the occiputs thus cut off be in- 
terchanged» applying each to the head of his oppo- 
ike party- man. It fcems indeed to be a work that 
jrequireth fome exaAnefs, but the profefibr afTured 
us, that, if it were dcxiroufly performed, the cure 
would be infallible. For he argued thus ; that the 
two half* brains, being left to debate the matter be* 
tween tbemfelTes withhi the fpace of one ft:ull» 
would foon come to a good underftandtng, aixi 
produce that moderation, as well as regularity of 
thinking, fo much to be wifhed for in the heads of 
thofe, who imagine they come into the world oalf 
to watch and govern its motion : and, as to the 
difference of brains in quantity or qualhy, among 
thofe who are directors in faction, the doAor af-* 
fured us from his own knowledge, that it was a 
perfcd trifle. ^ 

I heard a very warm debate between two profei* 
fors, about the mof^ commodious and efie^kuat 
ways and means of raiQng money without grieving 
the fubjeft. The firft afiirmed, the jufteft method 
would be to lay a certain tax upon vices and folly } 
and the fum, fixed upon eveiy man, to be rated 
after the faireft manner by a jury of his neighbours. 
The fecond was of an opinion dircftly contrary 5 
to tax thofe qualities of body and mind, for which 
men chiefly value themfelves ! the rate to be more 
or lefs according to the degrees of excelling ; the 
decifion whereof ftiould be left entirely to their own 
bread. The higheft tax was upon men, who arc 
the greateft favourites of the other fex, and the 
aflcllmcnts according to the number and natures of 
the favours they have received ; for which they arc 
allowed to be their own vouchers. Wit, valour,- 
and politenefs, were likewife propofed to be large* 
fl^H||K(^' ^"^ coUeded in the fame manner, by 
^^WHI^rfon's giving his own word for the quantum 

S of 
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of what he pdiUirctl, 15 ut as to hoiu.ur, juftlcc, 
wifdom, and lc.trning» they flioiild not be taxed nc 
all ; bccaiii'e they arc quidificatioiis of fo lingular a 
kind, that no man will cither allow them in his 
neighbour, or value them in him Pelf. 

The women were propofed to be taxed according 
to thcrir beauty and Ikill in drcfllng ; wherein they 
had the fame privilege with the men, to be deter- 
mined by their own judgement. But conftancy, 
chaftity, good fcnfc, and good nature, wcie not 
rated, becaufc they would not bear the charge of 
coUcAing. 

To keep fcnators in the intercft of the crown, it 
was propofed, that the members fliould raffl- for 
employments ; every man firfl taking an oath, and 
giving fecuriry, that he would vote for the court, 
.whether he won or no ; after which the lofers had 
in their turn the liberty of raffling upon the nent 
vacancy. Thus hope and expectation would be 
kept alive \ none would complain of broken pro- 
mifcs, but imnutc thLU- difappointrntnis whojfyto 
fortune, whole (boulders are broader and flronger 
than thofe of a miniflrv. 

Another profeffor iiiewed me a large nnper of 
indruflions for difcovcriug plots and confpiracies 
againft the government. He advifed great ftatef* 
men to examine into the diet of all fufpefted pcr- 
fons ; their times of eating ; upon which fide rhcy 
lay in bed ; with which hand they wiped their pb- 
fteriors ; to take a ftrift view of their cxcrefiicnts, 
and, from the colour, the odour, the tafic, the 
cohfiftcnce, the cfudehefs, or maturity of digcftiorn*, 
form a judgement of their thoughts and defigns- 
Becaufe men arc never fo ferious, thoughtf/il,'Vind 
intent^ as when they are at (lool, whlc)i he fouhd 
by frequent experiment : for in fuchcorijjiniftnres, 
when he ufed merely as a trial to confider which 
was the beQ way of murdering the king, his 01 dure 
would have a tiu6lure of green ; but quite d'\1i(ctc:^x^ 
L J. vtVici 
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when he thought only of raifiog an inrurreftion, or 
burning the metropuiis. 

The whole difcourfe was written with great 
acutenefs, containing many obfervations both cu- 
rious and ufefiil for politicians ; but, as I concei- 
ved, not altogether compleat. This I ventured to 
tell the author, and offered if he pleafed to fupply 
him with fome additions. He received my propo- 
fttion with more compliance, than is ufual among 
writers, efpecially thofe of the projecting fpecies ; 
profei&ng he would be glad to receive farther in- 
formation. 

I told hiTtf^ that in the kingdom of Tribnia, by 
the natives called Langdon^ where I had fojoumed 
fome time in my travels, the bulk of the people 
conflft in a manner wholly of difcoverers, witoe^i 
informers, accufers^ profccutors, evidences, fwear- 
crs, together with their feveral fubiervicnt and fub- 
altern inftruments, all under the colours, the con- 
du£t, and pay of minifters of ftate and their depu- 
ties. The plots in that kingdom are ufually the 
workmanfliip of thofe perfons who defire to raife 
their own chara<^rs of profoimd politicians ; to 
reftore new vigour to a crazy adminiftration i to 
ilifle or divert general difcontents ; to fill their 
coffers with forfeitures ; and raife or fink the opi- 
iiioo of public crcjdit, as either fhall beft anfwer 
their private advantage. It isfirii agreed, and fet- 
tled among, them^ what fufpedted perfons fhall be 
accufed of a plot : then, effectual care is taken to 
fecure^^U their letters and paper§« and put the own- 
ers in chains. 7'hefe papers are delivered to a fet 
ofartifls, yery dexterous in finding out the myfle- 
rious meanings of words, fyllables, and letters ; for 
iiiftance, they can difcover a clofe-flobl to fignifya 
privy- council ; a flock of geefe, a fenate ; a lame 
dog *i an invader ; the plague, a {landing army ; 

• Sc^ tfie preceedings againft Dr, Atterbury, Bl/hop of Rochefter. 
JkaUrTfiats, vcJ.'vi, 

IC ^ buzzard^ 
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a buzzard, a prime minifter ; the gout, a high 
pricft ; a gibber, a fecrctary of ftatc ; a chamber- 
pot, a committee of grandees ; a dcve, a court- 
lady; a broom, a revolution; a moufe-trap, an 
employment ; a bottomlefs pit, a treafury ; a link, 
a court ; a cap and bells, a favourite ; a brokxn 
reed, a court of judice ; an empty tun, a general ; 
a running fore, the adminiftraiion. 

When this method fails, they have two others 
more effcAual, which the learned among them call 
acrqftics and anagrams. Firft, they can decypher 
all initial letters into political meanings. Thus, N 
ihall iignify a plot, >9, a regiment of horfe, I, a 
fleet at fea : or, Secondly, hj tranrpofing the let- 
ters of the alphabet in any iufpcfled paper, they 
can lay open the deepcft defigns of a difcontented 
party. So for. example, if I {hould fay in a letter 
to a friend. Our brother Tom hasjujigot the piles ^ a 
ikilful dec^herer would difcover, that the fame 
letters, which compoie that (entence, may be ana- 
lyfcd into the following words, Rejifty- a plot 

is brought home 77fg Tour. And this is the ana- 

grammatic method. 

The profe0br made me great acknowledgements 
for communicating thefe obfervations, and promi- 
ied to make honourable mention of me in his trea- 
tifc. 

I faw nothing in this country, that could mvite 
me to a longer continuance, and began to think of 
returniDg home to England. 



GH AP 
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CHAP. VII. 

The author leaves Lagado, arrives at Maldonada, N0 
Jbip ready. He takes ajhort voyage to Glubdubdrib, 
His reception by the governour ♦. 

'TpHE continent, of which this kingdom is,a part^ 
•*• extends itfclf, as I have reafon to believe, eaft- 
ward to that unknown traA oF America weiftwa'rd 
of California, and porth to the Pacific Oceans which 
is not above a hundred and fifty miles from Laga- 
do ; where there is a good port, and much com* 
merce with the great iflajnd of Luggnagg, fituated 
to the north weft about 29 degrees north latitude, 
and 140 longitude. This ifland of Ltiggtiagg flands 
fouth-eaftward of Japan, abo^ut arihtchdcfia leagues 
diftant. There is a ftrift aliUnce beiweeh the Jar 
panefe Emperor and the KingjOf Lujggnagg, which 
affords frequent opportunities of failing from one 
ifland .to th^e other. I determined therefore to di- 
^eS my courfe this way, in order to my return to 
]Surope. I hired two mules, with a guide, to fhew 
me the way, and carry my fmall baggage. I took 
leave of my noble prote£lpr, who had (hewn me fo 

* Gulliver feems to hayje finifbed his vQyagp to Laputa in a c»rdle6 
hurrying manner; which makes me almoft think, that fometime's 
he was tired with his work, and attempted to run through it as faft 
as he could, otherwife why was the curtain dropt fo Toon, or why 
were we deprived of fo noble a fcene as might have been difcovered 
in the ifland of Glubdubdrib, where the governour, by his fkill in 
necromancy, had the power of calling whom he pleafed from the 
dead. I have not time by this poft to write to you my thoughts up- 
on a fabjcA, which I confefs awakened, but hy no means fatisficd my 
cnriofi y. I lamented to find fo many illunrious ghuds vaniHi io 
'iquickly and fo abruptly from my Hght, many of whom were ot the 
hrightefl charaQers in hiflory. In my next letter I fhall endeavour 
to detain them a little longer in Leiceiter fields, than Swift futiered 
tiiem CO (lay in the ifland of Sorcerers. Orrery, 

much 
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much fivour, and made me a generous prefent at 
my departure* 

My journey was without any accident or adven- 
ture worth relating. When I arrived at the port 
of Maldonada (for fo it is called^ there was no (hip 
in the harbour bound for Luggnagg, nor like to 
be in fome time, The town is about as large as 
Portfmouth. I foon fell into fome acquaintance, 
and was vtty hofpitably received. A gentleman of 
diftinAion (aid to me, that iince the (hips bound 
foK Luggnagg could not be ready in leh than a 
months it might be no difagreeable amufement for 
me to take a trip to the litcle ifland of Glubbdub* 
drib, about five leagues off to the fouth-weft. .He 
ofib*ed himfelf and a friend to accompany me, and 
that I ihould be provided with a fmall convenient 
barque for the voyage. 

Glubbdubdijb, as nearly as I can interpret the 
word, fignifies the ifland of Sorcerers or Magi- 
cians. It is about one third as lar^e as the Ifle of 
Wight, and extremely fruitful : it is governed by 
the head of a certain tribe, who are all magicians. 
This tribe marries only among each other, and the 
eldeft in fucceflion is prince or governor. He hath 
a noble palace, and a park of about three thoufand 
acres, furrounded by a wall of hewn ftone twenty 
feet high. In this park are feveral fmall indofures 
for cattle, corn, and gardening. 

The governor and his family are fcrvcd and at- 
tended by domedics of a kind fomewhat unufual. 
By his (kill in necromancy, he hath a power of cal- 
ling whom he pleafeth from the dead, and com- 
manding their fervice for twenty- four hours, but 
no longer ; nor can he call the fame perfons up a- 
gain in lefs than three months, except upon very 
extraordinary occafions. 

When we arrived at the ifland, which was about 
eleven in the morning, one of the gentlemen, who 
accompanied me, went to the go\cvuot» ^.t^^^^* 
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fired admittance for a ftranger» who t:ame on pur-* 
pofe to have the honour of attending- on his high- 
nefs. This was immediaily- granted, and wc all 
three entered the gate of the palace, between two' 
rows of guards armed and dreiied after a veiy- an- 
tic manner, and fomething in their countenances 
that made my flefh creep witha horror I cannot 
cxprefs. We pailVd through fevcral apartments^ 
between fervants of the fame fort ranked on each^ 
fide, as before^ till we tamt to the chamber of pre-- 
fhnce, where, after three profound obeyfances, and 
a few general queftions, we were permitted to fir 
on three ilools near the loweft ftep of his highnefsV 
throne. He underftood the language of Barlnibar- 
br^ ahhough it were different from that of this^ 
ifland. He defired me to give him fome account of 
my travels ; and, to let me fee that I ihould be treat«^ 
td without ceremony; he diihililM^all hb atten* 
dants with a turn of his finger at whichy to mf 
great aftoniftiment, they vanifhed in an inftant,; 
like vifions in a dream, when we awake on a fud* 
den. I could not recover-myfelf In fome time, tilF 
the governor afiurcd me, that I fh'ouM receive no 
htirt ; and obferving my two companions to be un^ 
der no concern, who had been-often entertained iff • 
the fame manner^ I began to take courage, and re- 
lated to hi? highnefs a fhort hiftory of my. fcveral' 
adventures : yet not without fome hefitation. and- 
frequently looking behind me to the place, where 
1 had feen rhofe domeftrc fpeftres. I had the ho-^' 
Efouf to dine with the governor, where a new fct 
of gholls fervcd'up the meat, and waited at tablc.^ 
Inow obferved myfelf to be lefs terrified than!' 
had been in the morning. I flayed till fun-fet, but 
Humbly defired his highnefs to excufe me for mot 
accepting his invitation of lodging in the palace; 
My two friends and I liy at a private houfe iri the 
town adjoining, which is the capital of this littld 
^jHaad ; and the next momin; we returned to par 
mt - ou^ 
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our dui J to the governor^ as he was .pleafed to 
conioiand us. 

After this manner we continued in the iflmd for 
.ten days, moft.part of everyday with the governor, 
and at night in our lodging. I foon grew fo fatni- 
liarifed to the fight of fpirits^ that after the third or 
fourth time they gave me no emotion at all t or if 
I had any apprehenfioos left, my curiollty prevailed 
overchem. .For his highnefs the governor order- 
ed me to call up whatever perfons I would chufe to 
same, and in whatever numbers, among all the 
dead, from the 1»egioning of the world to the prc- 
fent time, and command ^hem to anfwer any que- 
fiions I (hould think fit to aik ; with this conditio 
on, that my queftioos muft be confined within the 
compafs of the times they lived in. And one thing 
J might depend .upon, that they would certainly 
tell me truth, for lying was a talent of no ufe in 
the lower world. I made my humble acknow- 
ledgnoenti ro his highnefs for.K> great a favour *• 
Wc were in a chamber, from whence there was a 
fair profpeA in the .park. And, becaufe my fir ft 
inclination was to be entertained with fccncs of 
pomp and magnificence, i defired to fee Alexander 
-the ^Great at the head of his army, juft after the 
battle of Arbda, which, upon a motion of the go- 
vernor's finger, immediarcly appeared in a large 
;field under the window, where we ftood. Alex- 
ander was called up into the room : it was with 
great difficulty that I underdood his Greek, and 

. -* I believe it wouM be impofltble to find out the dingnofDr. 
Swift, to fummoaiog, up a parcel of appjritiont, that, from thc'r 
bebaTJcur, or from any thing they fay, are ^Imoll of as little cuni'r- 
•qucnce at ti;e gboffi in Cay*a farce of the Ji'bat de' yt call it. Per* 
hspt Swift's general defi^n might be to arraign the cndii^ of emi- 
nent perfonf after their death, and to conv.y their names and ima* 
f u to pofierity drpriveJ of thofe falfe colours in which they former- 
ly appeared. If tbefc were bis intentions, he has miffed W\% ain) ; 
or at lead bas been fo far carried away by his difp firicn to railleiy, 
that the moral which ought to arifc from fucb a fable 'w \^i\KA '\tv 
Sbfcprity, Orrery. 
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had but little of my own. He afTured me upon his 
honour, that he was not poifoned^ but died of a 
fcver by cxccflive drinking f. 

Next I faw Hannibal paffing the Alps, who 

f The fiift atry fabftance introduce J is Aleiander the Great. Af- 
ter a hii>t from GuUtver, that we have loft the true Greek idiom, 
the conqueror of the univerfe is made to declare upon his honour, 
*' that he died by cxceflive drinking, not by poifon.** A trifling 
and an improper obfervatlon, becaufe the apparition is called up as he 
appeared at the head of his army, jo!> after the battle of Arbcla. I 
own my exp Oations were great, when I fou id his appearance was 
to be at that particular iun^li^e. Or rather I could have wiOed to " 
have feen him after the battle of IHSUS, when the temperate u'c 
which he made of his viAery, was highly worthy of imitation. 
Such a circumflance might have graced his triumph. There are o. 
thers too in the hifturical records of him, that red-)und to bis ho- 
nour. The te ider regard which he ihewed to Pindar, by fparing the 
houfe of that poet, when be lazed the ciry of Thebes, feems to de- 
mand perpetual gratitude from all fucceeding bards. The manner 
In which he vifiicd the tomb of Achilles j the afFc£tion and rcfpcft 
paid by him to ArifloTlej the nndaunted confidence placed in his 
phyfician Philip, are inflances fufficient to (hew, that Alexander did 
not want fome virtues of humanity. And when we confider feveral 
of his rafh aflioni of inebrieiy, they convince us how far the native 
excellencies of the mind m^^ty be debafed and changed by pailioas 
^hich too often attend fuc<cfs and luxury, 

Uuunque defecere mores 
Dedecorant hate nata culpa, 

Tt is evident, that Swift haJ conceived an abfolnte difguft to Alexan* 
der, whofs: chara£ltr he aims to deftr^y, by touching it in fo flight a 
manner, ih^t h? puts me vn mind of the vifit paid by Auguftus Cae ar 
to Alexander's fcpulcSre at Alcxndria, Upon the £mperor*6 arri . 
val, the body of the Macedonian hero was f^und in its lull dimen- 
fions, but fo tender, notuichOanding ail the former embalming, that 
Cafar, by touching only the nofcof ir, defaced the whole figure ira- 
ITjediately. Orrey 

In this puflage rh re is a peculiar beauty, though it is not disco- 
vered at an hafty view. The appearance of Alexander- with a vi£lo- 
rious army immediately after the battle of Arbela, produces only a 
declaration that he died by drunkcnne'.s; thus inadequate and ridicu- 
lous in the eye of reafon is the uKimate purpcfe for which Alexander 
with his army marched into a remote country, fubvcrted a mighty 
empire, and deluged a nation with blood ; he gained no more than 
an epithet to his name, which after a few repetitions was no longer 
regarded even by himfclf : thus the pnrpofe of his refurre^Hon ap- 
pears to be at lead equally important with that of bis life, upon 
uJbjch it is a fatirc not more bitter than juft. 

told 
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told mc, he had not a drop of vinegar in his 
camp ♦. 

I faw Csfar and Pompey at the head of their 
troops juft ready tq engage. I faw the former ih 
his laft great triumph. I defired, that the fenate 
of Rome might appear before roe in one large cham- 
ber, and a modern reprefentative in another. The 
firft feemcd to be an afiembly of heroes and demi- 
gods, the other a knot of pedlars, pick-pockets, 
higwaymen, and bullies. 

The governor, at * my rcqucft, gave the fign for 
Caefar and Brutus to advance towards us. I was 
fimck with a profound veneration at the fight of 

• Hannibal feems to have been Aiminotied with no other yiew 
than to cenfure Livv the hi dorian. It is not only improbable, bnt 
impoffible, that Hannibal fhould have carried a fu^cient quantity of 
vinegar £01 the purpcfe related by Livy ; but as vinegar will certainly 
ioften and diilblve flones, the experiment might have been improved 
6r fo contrived by Hannibal, as to appear to make an eafy and expe« 
dicUoui openinjg through feme particular pafTage already ^ttcd for the 
purpofe. Such a tiial, pradtifed in that age of darknefs, and pro* 
perly managed, might have been univerfally received as a kind of 
miracle; fo that Livy could fcarce have avoided infcrting the report 
as an acknowledged truth : efpecially as the fadl itfelf feems to in- 
fer that the Romans were invincible, unlefs from fume fupernatural 
caufe. Swifc, no frieod to military men, thinks the Carthaginian 
general unworthy cf any further notice ; and haftens to call up the 
fcnatc of Rome. This gives him an opportunity of being very fe- 
ver^ upon a certain mod.'rn affembly, which he treats in a manned 
more refembling tlie Cynic in his cell, than the free-humoured Ra« 
belais in bis eafy chair. Onery, 

Livy the Roman hiAorian ha?; related that Hannibal burnt a great 
pile of wood upoa a rock that (lopped his pafTage, and when it was 
thus heated poured 1 inegar upon it, by which it was made fo foft as 
to becafiiy cut through. 

GuUiver^s account of his entertainment at Glubbdubdrib is (Irange- 
1y and jvhimfically dlverung. Alexander the Gteat^ at the hea of 
bis army juft^after the battle of Aibela, affnred Gulliver upon his 
bonoyr, tJiat he was no: poifoned, but died of a icMcr by excefiive 
drinkiog. And afterwards Hannibal pafHng the Alps, decbred to 
him, that be had not a drop of vinegar in his camp. How rldico- 
lous, how contemptible, are thefe plagues of the world, thefe de- 
ifroyers of the human race, when ftripped of their royalty and com* 
mand, as well as their ability to perpetrate any further mifchief ? * 
I , Morsf<da fatetur 
SluamuUfint hminum cerfuftuU, Tu^^ lX» io» ~ 

Vol. V. ML ^^t^^M^^ 
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Brutus, and could cafily difcover rhc moft confiim- 
matc virtue, the greatcft iotrepidity and Brmne^ 
of mindj the tiTicfl love of fais-country, and gene- 
ral benvolence for mankind, in every linean^ent of 
his countenance. I obfi^ed with much pleafure, 
that thefe two perfons were in good intelligence witji 
each other; and.Caefar freely confefled to me, that 
the greateil aAions of his own life were norequaj, 
by many degrees, totfae glory of taking it away. J 
had the honour to have n^uch converfation with 
Srutus; and was told that his anceftor Junius, So- 
crates, Epaminondas, Cato the younger. Sir Tho^ 
mas More, aqd bin^felf, were perpetus^Uy together.: 
^ fextumvirati to which all the ages of the world 
•cannot add. a feventh*. 

It 

* Fompey and. Cxfir only appear to grace the entry of Rrntof, 
vvho is Swift's favouiiCe patriot. But as Csfar generoiifly confefTel 
to Gulliver, '* that the gieatett aflions of his life were not equal, iy 
xnany degrees, to the glory of taking it away \ ** it would have been 
a proper alleviation of the Di£lator*s crimes, to hav£ acki^owledged 
bim the greateA (latefnian, orator, .and foldier of the age in which 
he lived ; an age fertile of f inincnt men ; an age when ^mbifion vciU 
.fcarce looked upon as a ctirrc ; and wh-n the Roman virtue (once 
the fupptirt.and prcfervation of the comm<n- wealth) was long fince 
]o(^ in vice and luxury. At fuch a time a fingle mafler.was becofne 
nec^Hary ; ai.d.Ptmpey would have feized the reins of government, 
had not Cxfa interpofed. If the confpirators had reftorcd liberty tO' 
their country, their a£l had been completely glorious, and would have 
ihewed, that Cas ar, not Rome, was degenerated. But if %vc mw 
judge from the conftquenccs. Heaven difapproved of the deed. A 
particulai- fate attended the confpirators, not one of whom died a 
natural death. And even Biuius, perhaps recollecting in his laft mo- 
ments the benefits which he had received from Cxfar was fiagger^ 
in his thoughts of virrue, and imagining himfclf deceived by a (hadow, 
broke out into a pathetical exprel^on hgnifying, ** that he had wor- 
** (hipped virtue as afubftance,.and had found it only a ftadow;** (o 
that he feems to have wanted that fortitude of mind, which con^ant* 
ly attends trijie virtue to the grave. This defe£t in the chancer of 
Brutus, is not improperly expreOed in the famous gallery of the Great 
Duke of Tufcany, where there is a very fine head of Brutus, begun 
l)y Mchael Angelo, but left unfiniihed : under it it cngraTcn opon^a 
|Iopper-plate this diftich : 

Dum Br u T I ejigim fcu/ffer de mamtore dutit, 
Ja mentemJcUerU vemt, ct i^iffuif. 
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It would be tcdiousrto'frouble the reader with rc« 
lating what vaftnumbei^ of illuftrious pcrfons were 
called up to gratify that iafatiable defirc I had to 
fee the world in every period of antiquity placed- 

before 

IT Brutus errcJ, if was from a wrong notion of virtu?. Thq 
character of Caefar is perhaps more amiable^ but \e(s pcrf«.d\. Hit 
faults were great ; however, many of thciii were fjil!> tu \.i» \ir:u.^. 
A modern eminent writer has reprefentcd him as a glutton. He telle 
OS, that when Ctffar went to the public feads, he conHantly took a 
¥omit in the morning; with a de'ign to indulge himfclf with more 
k^eonefs, and to inCreafe his appetite f >r the enfuing fej(l. The faft 
l» true, but I would willingly believe the inference unjuft. It is more 
t&aa probable, that he pradifed this cudom by the aJvice of his pby- 
fitians, who might diredt fuch a regimen, as the mjft certain and' 
iflimediate prefervaiion againft epileptic fits to which the Dictator 
was often liable. My honoured father, who was excellcJ by few phy- 
£cians in the theory of phyfic, has often told me, that thofc kind 
df coflvulfionswere of /ach ana.ure as generally to come on aticr ear. 
ing, and more voilently if the flomacb v^as overloaded. Czfar was f* 
ckrefill Id obferving a decent dignity in his behaviour, that he drvid- 
ad the Oiame of ezpuGng publidy this wealcncfs in hib cunfiiiutii.n ; 
ahd theivfore guarded againft it in a prudent manner, which has fince' 
i)een conftraed into a reproach. Thl> furmife reds upon the firong- 
A foaodation, as all authors agree, that he was moll itriAfy and rc- 
l&arkably ab(lemi6us. 

In his public chara^r, 6xfir appears a ftrong example, how far 
thegreateft natural and acquired a complifhments may lofe their lui- 
tte, when made (iibfervii nt to falfe glory, and an immoderate thirft' 
of'power $ as, on the other hand, the hiflory of Brutus may inftrufb 
ui, what imh'appy effe^s the rigid cxerci'e of fuperior virtue, whea 
miiafplied and canted too far, may produce in the mull llcdfaftmind, 
(frthe foarideft judgement. 

Golliver has given to Brutus five companions, Junius Brutu% So<» 
crates, Rpamitionda), Cato the ceoldr, and Sir Thomas More. Such 
a fextumvirate is not eafiiy to be increafcd : yet let me hope, that the 
itfleAion is too fevercly critical, when he adds, *' that all the ages 
** of the world cannot furnilh ont a feventh.*' £very age has pro<iu- 
ced men of virtue and abiliiics in the higheft deg/ec. The race of' 
ittiokind fince their firft creation, have bten alsva)S the fame. The 
greatcft charaftfers have been ble.ided with the greateft fault?. Poets 
and hillorians have fniijled ou: particular perfons for fum.- an J ini- 
ihOrtalicy : they have adorned them with acconiplifhmcMs which 
perhaps thy never potrcfTed, while other men equally mcritoriou^i 
have been filently btxricd in oblivion, with only th^ fclf conf icuf- 
fitfs of drferving a rank among the companions of Brotus in tiic Ely • 
fian fields. 

In this illuftrious fextumviratr, Socrates and Sit TVvcvtcv^^ "W^x^ 
undoubtedly deferve the pre eminence. Tht cwt^'^^-vwvX \viv>a^^ «:St 
M z V^vilc 
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before me. I chiefly fed mine eyes with beholding 
the deftroyers of tyrants and ufurpers, and th^ re* 
ilorers of liberty to oppreiTed and injured jiations. 

But 



Junius Brutiia is (hocking to every parent, and every good-natored 
Jtiind. The important fcrvices of the father might juftiy have claim- 
ed from the public, the pardon of bis fons : and, when his paternal 
piety had faved their lives, his precepts and example might fo effec- 
tually have reclaimed their errors, as to have made them become ufe* 
ful members of the commonwealth. I am fully perfuaded, that if 
Dr. Swift had been a father, we Aould not have found the n^me of 
Junius Brutus where it is now placed. 

In Epaminondas the Theban glory firft appeared, and died. Hi» 
own merit, in overcunn.fng the greateft didicalties, entirely fixed hi* 
reputation. A happy concurrence of circumftances has often given 
fame to others ; but Epaminondas was indebted for his fof trior cbst- 
raflcr, only to himfeif. 

i am in fome doubt, whether Cato the cenfor can fairly claim a 
rank among To choice a gicmp of ghoi^s *. He juflly indetd condem* 
iicd the luxury of the Romans, tind he poniiHed their vices with tn 
impartial feverity. But herein he feeras to have hidulged his own 
natural temper, rather than to have a£led abfolutely from a love of 
virtue. He was a declartd enemy to poetry, palming, aad all the 
p; liter arts. He was proud, vain, and morofe. But above all« 
he was fo extremely avaricious, that Rhadamanthus, in the Archbl- 
ihop oi'Cambray's dialogues of the dead, after exprcffiog fume regard 
to his merits, tells him, as he wa<; an ufurer, he could nut be admit« 
Ud into the Elyfian fields ; and therefore orders him to ktep the gate 
as por.er, in which iituation he might gratify the cenfoiioufnefs of 
his difpcfirion, by examining every gboli that attempted to come 
into Elyiium^ and by fhutting the door againf! all thoie who were not 
qualified for admittance. Rhadamanthus then gives him money, to 
pay dharon for fuch paflengers who were not able to pay for them- 
ielves J and at the fame time declares, that he will piuiifh him as a 
ro|>h:i:, if he offers to lend out that money upon u ury. How very 
ditTierent are the fentiments of Abp. Fenelon, and of I>r. Swift, in 
their judgement of Ctto ? The one thinks him unworthy of a p4ace 
among millions in £i)fium, whilu the other diflingu fkes him among 
the gteaccil men of antiquity. From this diHenfion of opinions may 
be traced, perhaps; the particular temper both of the Archbifhnp aud 
cf the Dean ; and from thence may be deduced the reafon why the 
cenfor waseltcemed by the latter, and condemned by the former. Or* 
my. 

• " This note of his Lordfhip is an encomium on the judgenieot 
" of our author, who knew that Cato the cenfor and Cato theyoung- 
** er were very diffe»ent perfon^, aud for good rcafons prcierrcd the 

'' /arrer" 
^ The 
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Bist it is impoflible to exprefs the fatbraAion I re« 
ceived in my own mind* «fcer fuch a fnanntr as to 
make it a Aiitable entertainment to the reader. 

CHAP. VIII. 

A further account of Glubbdubdrib. Ancient a^^t 
modirn hiftory cerrrSled. 

HAVING a deflre to Tee thofe andontH, wh4 
were nioft renownod for wit and Icarniogi I 
ftt apart one day 00 purpofe. * I propofed that 

Hom^i 

The ntble author fini/Iiei hti rrmark« on thli iuv<>flth chipter, bf ' 
•MirvinK, that'* Onllivcr, a trr hftvinf; rakm a ttaificrrt vt«w &[ 
** swnberlcrt illnQriouf petfunr, vlrhoni he df>r» not ntmtf doA'atht 
** cbafUrf an4 givea him an oppninmiiy iff AAi(hini| his lellar )" antf 
tbtn aildrf flrf hit ion ihut t ** Litr^ very Ura* may yta btcomc a 
^ flioft 1 and when doe, mcv yon KiuaJ one of HwUt't hra*Hidvir«te; 
** and may hUfhoft fgrown ieif cynical and bet «rtii<tn»<l<*l) rijoirt 
'' CO admit you into tfaa coftopany, faom whick he bat fo aiMtivtiAf 
*' cAchidcd all ftttttre leodrationi." 

GvlKvof bai not cxchtded all futova lanerationa f^oao adding to tliit 
iBttoAvirate. Foe he i^eaki only of th« ttmt paft. What Ctfo'n 
may appear to blcfi the world, and op^tfe the toircirt of cotitiptioo, 
in altar atcei, God only know a. Swip* 

a Gnllircri tired of herocr, cbangci the fisMleiif tbi« 8th cl«3p'«!r» 
«nl booomea curioui to know the (ilumioii of p9#r» and pniiofophcn, 
«lv», in their turn, hairc at aaijiprly cohtendod fur irntf at Ccfar 
did for power» or Brutus frr librrty. Hr defirtt that Ikteor ond A- 
riftjtle fhaymake their sppcarjrtKia at the head 4f flieir eoamieni;!- 
tort* " Homer/* fayi our travtllor, *' was tba tailor and eomli/r 
'' perfoii of the two \ walked very ema for one a( hja ate, and hlf 
*' ayiff wdrt the moft ^olck afid picr'ntg 1 ceer behold f.** It ii 
tertaint that Homer haa rather gained, than Inft vigoir by hit yrori . 
.Tweotyfia eentoriaa have not unbiaud hti nftrvet, or given ont 
wrinkle to bis brow. And althutigh Oullivrr hni brftowtd »;^m 
Ahd the odditioaai ornaiaent of fine eye*, yet 1 am «| •. to think liwy 



f *• An that h ia«irtt by Gullirc^r i% th.t 1 

^ qaick aa4 ^«tiag geakii of uli humau u 



H<iT,fr h;j<! tht mdft 
%e. * S%iii(. 
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Homer aod Ariftotle might appear at the head oi 
all their commeotacors ; but thefe were Co numer* 
ous, that fome hundreds were forced to attend in 

tha 

have made the figure of this divine old man lefs awftil t at leaft I atQ 
glad that he wanted his eye fight while hz lived (fince it is impoflible 
not to conclude from the produ£lions of Homer and Mtlton, that the 
mind's eye becomes more intenfely difcerning, when it is not inter* 
ra^tjd by externa] obje£ls. It is an old ob.ervation, that Homer has 
fiouriihed more perfons than Sylla^ Casfar, and Auguflas ; and while 
their pictures have decayed, not a letter of the Il-.ad his been lo(F. 
The Grecian poet not only preferves his original form, but breathes 
freely, and looks beautifully, in other lai^uages ; a happier metemp* 
fychofii than Pythagoras ever di earned of. However^ if Homer was 
abfolutply obliged to wear the different dreifes which have been given 
to him, he would fometimeS, I believe, find the motion of his 
)imbs unea(y and con6ned ; and would prefer bis own (imple attirCf 
even to the birth-day fait which our Englifh bafd has given him. The 
commentiitors have done lefs honour to Homer, chaa the tranfiators. 
Some of thofe learned pedants have entirely weHicd their obfervations 
upon particles and words ; others have run into a minute exadnefs, in 
comparing the propriety of his images ; while others, again, have 
endeavoured to trace out from the Iliad and Odyfltry, d! the rudiments 
of arts and iciences. Some there are who dwell on fuch narrow 
circamftances as were negleAed by Homer and can only be fuiuble 
to their own confined genins. They are not able to purine him in 
bis foblime Bights, and attempt therefore to bring him npon a level 
with tbemfelves. Their low mechanical notions remind me of an 
abfurd problem, propofed by the famous Monf. Haet, whether the 
Iliad might not be written upon vellum in fo fmall a hand, that the 
whole might be contained within a nut-fiiell ? This important qoef* 
tion is f«iid to have engaged the thoughts and attention of the Frcnck 
court, and gives us a true picture of a laborious^ taftelefs critic, upon 
Homer. The Dauphin and his train, are for putting the Iliad into 
a nut-ihell, when Alexander and his rourtiers chofe the richeft-ud 
snoft curious cabinet of Darius, as the only proper repofitory for Ho« 
mer^s works. 

Homer and Ariftotle were as oppofite as pofliblein their cfaaraiAera: 
but Dr. Swift has placed them together, chiefly with a view of fhew- 
ing their commentators in that juft and ridiculous light in which 
thof.- fcholiafts ought to nppear. When an age is blef&d with* the 
produQions of an uncommon genius^ fuch as refembles Homer, it 
aau0, in fome meafure, bepnniflied by bad imitations and comments^ 
in the fame manner that you may have obferved the fun, by its heat 
and inHuence, raifing vapours, and animaiing infects, that infe^ 
and perhaps corrupt rhe air, in which he fhines with fo much luftre. 
But when an original admired author, as Ariftotle, is really errQne- 
ous, and deceives with falfe fpecious principles, what a train of errosi 
jDoft asife from commeDUtors on fuch fubjeftS; who wliUe they en- 

deafovr 
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^he court and outward rooms of the palace. I 
knew and could diftinguiOi thole two heroes at 
firft fight, not 00I7 from the crowd, but from 
each other. Homer was the taller and comlier 
peribn of the two, walked very ercd for one of hit 
age, and his eves were the mod quick and piercing 
I ever beheld, Ariftotle ftooped much and made 
ufe of a Anff. His vifage was meagre, his hair 
lank aud thin, and his voice hollow ^. I foon dif* 

covered 

^eavonr to porfue and extsoj a pletfing inchanteJ profpcA, that hat 
no real foundaiion, deviate into a dark, difigrccsMe road of briers 
and thorns ?*<^ — It is on this account, that the 0«Mn has introduced 
Ariftotle in company with Homer. Orrerj, 

* This defcriptioo of Ariilotle is fine, and in a few words, repre- 
sent^ the true nature of his works. By not having the immortal fpi- 
tit tff Homer, he was unable to keep his body ercA j and his ftafF, 
which feebly fupported him, like his commentators, made this defrA 
snore confpicuous. He wanted not fome ufeful qualities : but tbefe 
real§maments, like hit hair, were thin and vngraceful \, His ftyle 
was harflt, vid like his voice, h<id neither force nor harmony. He 
was without doubt a man of great genius and penetration ; but he 
did iofinitely more prejudice than fervice to real literature. He Au- 
died words more than fadb j and delivered his pbilofophv perplexed 
ijhrith fuch intricate logical terms, as have laid a foundation for the 
endleis fcholaftic dlfputations which have connpted and retarded the 
progrefs of learnfng. He waged war with all his predeceOTors. He 
never quotes an author but with a view to refute his opinion. Like 
the Ottoman emperor, he could not reign in fafptv, till h: had firft 
deftroyed his brethren, He was as ambitions in icience, as his po* 
pil Alexander was in arms. He aimed to be a defpotic orgina] ; and 
not only to be the prince, but the tyrant of ph'.lofophy. What then 
can be expected from the commentators sf his works, who were (fe- 
void of his ingenuity, andpoflefled all his intricate follies? Ramus 
with his covert ignorance, and Scotus and Aqoinas, with their fob* 
divifioss and imaginary nothings, mufl make a contemptible figure la 
the Elyfian fields, which are the foppofed manfions of chearfnlnefs, 
truth and candour, and confequently muft be a very improper fitaati« 
on for that tribe of philofophers. Orrery, 

In GuIliver^s portrait of Homer, we obferve all the marks and de- 
lineations of quicknefs, genius, and fire, accompanied with an ex- 
quifite power and felicity, in the communication of bis ideas, with 
dearneu and force, unto the fouls of his avditors. Swift's portrait of 
Ariftotle is equally ftrong and maderly. He (looped much, faith he, 



•f " In this the noble commentator feems to be miflaken \ for it 
" cannot be believed, that Ariftotle* s reai ernainents> \io^c-^«t It.'H^ 
** wcte uftgracefui,*^ 
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tovcrcd that both of them vrttt perfeA ftraAgejrs to 
the reft of the compady, ztkd bad never feen oc^ 
heard of them before. And I had a Whifper from 
a ghoft, who (hall be namelefs, that thefe com- 
mentatorft always kept m the tnoft diftant quarters 
from their principals in the lower world, through 
a confciouinefs of (hame and guilt, becaufe they 
had fo horribly mifreprefented the meaning of thoie 
authors to poiienty. I introduced Didysnis and 
Euftathius to Homer, and prevailed on him to treat 
them better than perhaps they deferved, for he 
foon found they wanted a genius to enter into thd 
fpirit of a poet. But Ariftotle was out of all pad- 
ence with the account I gavo him of Scotus and 
Ramus, as I prefented them to him, stnd he aiked 
them whether the reft of the tribe were as great 
duntes as themfelves. 

I then dtfired the governor to call up Defcartei 
and GaiTcodi, with whom I prevailed to explain 
their fyftems to Ariftotle. This great phiiofopber 

ai>d made uie of a ftaffj that U, be thotight, he confidered. he ru« 
minated, be pondered deeply on the mod intricate and abftriHe souits 
xelatios to the ^^iences j and, by the fotce of reafoningy which i$ 
roeast bv his fiafF, he cleared his way through briers and thorns, on- 
til he (truck ipto the road which kads to fcience and philofc»pby.— * 
The remaining part of Ariflotle*8 portrait^ is only t-he reprefentatioA 
#£ ftn afoftradled Icholar, worn away and decayed with yeais, Itard fin* 
dy, no£turnal lucubrations, and the want of bodily eacrcife. 

Some wonU make Swift treat Ariftotle with very little re^pc^ 
But, on the contrary. Swift admired Aridotle beyond all tbe philo- 
fophers which had appeared in the world, frota the days of Alex- 
ander the Crttzi to the moment he was then writifig ; I had akno/^ 
faid, even to the contempt of all others, not excepting tlelcaTtet, 
Caiiendi, and the famous Sir Ifaac Kewton > ■ From a little book 
of inftru£tionS which Dr. Swift uas plcafed to draw up for the nfe 
of a lady, I (hall, in his own words, give his real opinion of An- 
ilotle, ** Ariftotle, the difciple of F:ato, and tutor to Alexander 
« the Great, His followers were called Perlpateihs^ from a Greek 
'' word which (ignites to walk j becaufe he taught his difciples «wA- 
'< f;^. We have not all his works j and Tome of thole which are 
'^ imputed to him, are fuppofed not genuine. He writ upon logte, 
** or the ait ofreafvning} upon ntcral and ntturalph'thfoflM^ upon 
<< oratory, poetry, etc. and^ feems to be a perfoa of the mp umprt' 
** /wi^tf £sfiius that evtr livedC' Swift. 

freely 
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freely acknowledged his ownmiftakef in natural 
pbilofophTi becaufe he proceeded in many thioga 
upon conjedlure, as all men muft do ; and he 
found that GaiTendi, who had made the do£trinc 
of Epicarus as palatable as he could, and the vor^ 
1ice$ of Defcartest were equally to be exploded *• 
He prediAed the fame fate to attra&ion, whereof 

the 

* I believe yoo will find, tbat Ariftotte ii ftiTI to be preferred to 
Epicuntft The former mtde foine ufefal evperiineaci ■nd dlicoverici 
sod wai eii|«|ed in a real piirfok of knowlcdj^c, akbcugh hit man- 
ner it mbcb perplesed. The latter was full of vanity and ambition. 
He was an irapoftor, and onlv aimed at deceiving. He feemed not 
to believe the prioeiplet whicn he bai aflerted. He committed tb« 

5overnment of all things to chance* His natural philofophy is abfurd. 
fit moral philofophy wants its proper bafis, the fear of Ood. M. 
Bayle one of his warmeft advocates is of this laft opinion, where he 
fava, On ne fcauroit fas dirt affix di hien dt Vbonmtet} deftt mHttrSf 
nt ijffan dt mal de fn 9pin\ontfur la reHiion, His general maxim, that 
happinefs conAfted in pleaitire» was too much unguirded, and ma{| 
lay a foundation lY a moft deftru£Hve pra£tice: although from his 
temper and confif'.urion. he made his anions fuffic'f nt!; pln'-r*!*!* 
te himfelfy and agreeable to the rules of true philofophy. Hit for- 
tune eiempted him from care and folici ude ; his valetudinarian ha- 
bit of bod^, from irttcrmpcrance. He pafled the greateft part of hif 
time in his garden, where he enjoyed ail the elegant amuiimentt of 
life. There he Audied ; there he taught his philofophy. Tiiis par- 
ticular happy Htuaiion ^eatly contributed to that tranquility of mind, 
and indolence of body, which he made his chief ends. He had not 
however refolution fbfflclent to meet the gradual approached of death', 
ind wanted that conftancy which Sir Wtlllam Temple afcribes to 
liiA t for, fn his laft moments, when he found that hit condition 
was defperate, he took fuch large draughts of wine, that he was ab* 
fo!ttte]y intoxicated, and deprived of his fenfes j fo that he died more 
like a Bacchanal than a philofopher; to which the epigram alladcf. 
HittcJIygiat ebrius boufit a^uas, 
I ihould not have ventured into this criucifm and cenfiire upon 
thefe ancient philofopheri, if my opinion was not in a great mcalure 
fupported by Lord Bacon, who as he Was certainly the moft accurate 
judge of this fubJeO, might be perhaps, from that pre-eminence, too 
fcvere a critic. It And be owned, that Epicurus in particular has 
many followers and admirers among the ancients, and among the 
moderns. Cleero commends him for cultivating his fricnd/hips in 
the mod exqnifite manner. The book lies open before mc, and I 
will tranfcribe the words. Di qua [ami/ttia] Epicurus qu'idem Ua di- 
tit, omnium rtrum quat ad beate livtndum fapicntta cotr.faraverit, nihil 
(ffimajus amicitia, ttibi/uberius, nihil jucund'ttts\ neque vero Aac ordtmt 
Jblum, Jtdmulto tna^it vifa, etjiu^is, et m^r ittti, cowprolWM. T>\^%^w«\ 
Laertiut prai/e* ilia virtue and learning, la lYit A»i>^»«v ^V- ^^ 
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the prefent learned are fuch zealous aflertors. He 
faid, that new fyftcms of nature were but new fa- 
ihions^ which would vary in cvery^ age : and cvea- 
thofe, who pretend to deinonftrate them Arom ma- 
thematical principles, would flouriih but a fhort 
period of time, and be out of vogue when that war 
determined. 

I have fpcnt five iays in convcrfing with many^ 
others of the ancient learned. I faw mod of, the 
firft Roman emperors. I prevailed on the gover^- 
Dor to call up Eliogabalus's cooks to drefs us a din* 
lier, but they could not" (Lew us much of their fldll- 
for want o£ materials^ A helot of Agefilaus made- 

greateft names are iofcrted among, his followers. Caefar* AttlcQiy 
Mccznas, Lucretius, Virgil and'Horace, embraced his philoibphy,^ 
*;] 1 gave a luftre to his ft« and doarints. Slir Wilfiam Temple- 
si\s, ** that he wonders why fuch fharp invef^ives were fo general*' 
'^ iy made againft Epicurus, by the ages that followed hia | efpe** 
.** cially as his admirable wit, felicity of exptellion, excellence of na^ 
** turc, fweetnefs of convErtriicn, . temperance of life, and conftancy. 
'' of death, made him fo much belovedl}y his friends, adtntred bf- 
" his fcholars, and honoured by the Athenians/* Sir William- 
Temple imputes this injaftice ''to the envy, and malignity of the- 
** Stoics, and to feme grofs pretendets, who aflfumed the denomina- 
*• tionof that fe^l j who miftook'his favouHte prindple/' [.That" 

ALL HAPPINESS CONSISTED IN PLEASURI,] " by COnliniog it 

'* tofcnfaal pleafure only. Tt> thefe fuccecdcd -the Chriftiaifis, who' 
*' efleemed his principles of natural philofopby more opposite to thofe 
"of oUr religion, than either the Fiatonifh, the Feripatedct, of 
" even the Stoics themfelves. " Thijs is the opinion, and theft ard' 
iilmoff the exa£l words of the^reai Sir William Temple. 

Swift equally explodes Epicurus, and'tb« more modem plulofo^ 
phers Dsfcartes and GaHendi. 

Defcartes was a knight errant ih phllofophy, per^tu^lty miftakin^ 
windmills for giants j yet by the Orehgth of a warm imagination, he' 
ftarted fonle opinions, yhich probably put Sir KaacNeuton and othert 
041 making many experiments that produced mfOfl ufeful di&overies. 

Gafl^ndi was eAeetried one of the greateft ornaments of France« 
He W3S a doOor of divinity, afid royal profefTor of miithematics. He 
was born in Provence in 1592, ahd died in 1655, With great in- 
duftry he colledlcd' whatever' related to tKe perf^n and to the philofo* 
phy of £picun>s; the latter of %\hich he has reduced intd a compktd 
fyftem. 

I have now curforily gone through th6 chara£lers of fuch ghofll^ 
as are nominally fpeciBed by Giilli ver. I may be wrong either in my 
account or in my obfervations t' and I (hair njoicc to be confuted by 
j^oa in any point o£ leasning. wha ic^cr, Orriry, 
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ois a diih of Spartan brxiths but I was not able to 
get tiown a fecond fpoonful. 

The two .gentlemen, who condufled me to the 
ifland, were prefled by their private affairs to re- 
.turn in three days, which I employed in feeing fome 
of the modern dead, who had made the greateft 
^gure for two or three hundred years paft in our 
own and other countries of 'Europe ; and having 
.l>een always a great admirer of old illuftrious fa- 
.znilieSy I deiired the gavernour would call up a do 
^en or two of kings, with their anceftors in order 
for eight or nine generations. But my difappoint- 
jnent was .grievous and unexpeded. For, inflead 
x>f a long train with royal diadems, I faw in one fa- 
jxiily two fidlers, thcee fpruce courtiers, and an 
Italian prelate. In another, a barber, an abbot, 
^nd two cardinals. I have too great a veneration 
^r crowned heads to dwell any longer on fo nice a 
jfubjed. But as'to counts, marquifcs^ dukes, earls, 
and the like, I was not fo fcrupulous. And, I 
.confefs. It .was not without fome pleafure, that I 
found myfelf able to trace the particular features, 
-by which certain families are diQinguifhed up to 
their originals. I could plainly difcover from 
.whence one family derives a long chin, why a fe- 
cond hath abounded with knaves fo^ two genera- 
tions, and fools for two more ; why a third hap« 
j>ened to be crack-brained, and a fourth to be (har* 
pers ; whence it came, what Polydore Virgil fays 
of a certain ^reatiioui<;, Nee virfortU, necfamina 
jcqfta ; how cruelty, falfhood, and cowardice, grew 
.to be charaAeriftics^ by which certain families are 
diftinguiihed as much as by their coats of arms ; 
who iirft brought the pox into a noble houfe, 
which hath lineally defcended in fcropbulous tu- 
.xnours to their pofterjty. Neither could I wonder 
at all this, when I faw fuch an interruption of line- 
ages by pages, Jacqucys, valets, coachmen, game- 
ilcrs, .fidlers, pJayers, captains, and ^f^cV.^QOKxv^* 
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I was chiefly difguftcd with modern hiftory. For 
having (Iriflly examined ail the perfons of greateft 
name in the courts of princes for an hundred years 
paft, I found how the world had been mifled by 
proftitute writers to afcribe the greateft exploits in 
war to cowards, the wifeft counfel to fools, fince- 
rity to flatterers, Roman virtue to betrayers of their 
country, piety to atheifts> chaftity to Sodomites^ 
truth to informers : how many innocent and ex- 
cellent perfons had been condemned to death or 
banifhment by the praflifing of great minifters upon 
the corruption of judges* and the malice of fafti- 
cos : how many villams had been exalted to the 
higheft places of tnift, power, dignity, and profit ; 
how great a ihare in the motions and events of 
courts, councils, and fenates, might be challenged 
by bawds, whores, pimps, parafites, and buflToot^st 
how low an opinion I had of human wjfdom and 
integrity, when I was truly informed of the fprings 
and moiives of great enterprizcs and revolutions in 
the world, and of the contemptible accidents to 
which they owed their fuccefs. 

Here I difcovered the roguery and ignorance of 
thofe, who pretend to write anecdotes^ or fecret 
hiftory ; who fend fo many kings to their graves 
with a cup of poifon ; will repeat the difcourfe be* 
twcen a prince and chief miniftcr, where no witnef§ 
was by ; unlock the thoughts and cabinets of am- 
bafladors and fecretaries of ftate ; and have the per- 
petual misfortune to be miftaken. Here I duco- 
vered the true caufesof many great events that have 
furprifed the world ; how a whore can govern the 
back-ftairs, the back-ftairs a council, and the coun- 
cil a fenate. A general confcflcd in my preftjice, 
that he got a vidory purely by the force of cowar- 
dice and ili-condutb } and an admiral, that, for 
want of proper intelligence, he beat the enemy, td 
whom he intended to betray the fleet. 1 hree kings 
protciled to me, ihat^ in their whole reigns, they 

never ' 
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never did once prefer any perfon o( merir^ unlefii 
by miftake, or treachery of Tome miniftcr in whom 
they confided : neither would they do it if they 
were to live again ; and they (hewed, with grcac 
ftrength of reafon, that the royal throne coald not 
be fupported without corruprion, bccaufe that po- 
fitivc, confident, reftive temper, wliich virtue in- 
fufed into a man, was a perpetual clog to public 
bufirvrfs. 

I had the coriofity to inquire in a particular man- 
ner, by what methtid ^reat numb-rs had procured 
to themfelves high titles of honour and prodigious 
eilatcs ; and I confined my enquiry to a very mo- 
dern period, however 'vithout grating upon prefent 
times, becaufe I would be Cure to give no offence 
even to foreigners ; for I hope the reader need not 
to be told, that I do not in the lead intend my 
own country in what I fay upon this occafion. A 
great number of perfons concerned weie called up, 
and upon a very flight examination difcovered Aicli 
a fcene of infamy, that I cannot refie£t upon it 
without fome ferioufiicfs. Perjury, oppreflion, fu- 
bornation, fraud, pandarifm, and the like infirmities j 
were amongft the mod excufablc arts they had to 
mention ; and for thefc 1 gave, as it was reafona- 
ble» great allowance But when fome confefled 
they owed their grcatnefs and wealth to fodomy, or 
inceft ; others to the profiituting of their own 
wives and daughters ; others to the betraying ihcir 
country or their prince ; fome to poifoning, more 
to the perverting of juftice in order to deftroy the 
innocent ; I hope I may be pardoned, if thele dif- 
coveries inclined me a liiils to abate of that pro- 
found veneration, which I am naturally apt to pay 
to perfons of high rank, who ought to be treated 
with the utnioft refpeil: due to their lublimc dignity 
by us their inferiors. 

I had often read of fome great fervlccs doTit \» 
princes and dates; and defired to (tc \Vxt '^titotA\s^ 

VoJU V. N ^\vots^ 
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^hom thofe fervices were performed. Upon en- 
quiiy I was told, that their names were to be found 
on no record) except a few of them, whom hifto- 
ry hath reprefented as (he vileft rogues and trai- 
tors. As to the rc(V, I had never once heard of 
ihcm. They all appeared with dejefled looks> and 
iri the meanefk habit, mod of them telling me they 
died in poverty and difgrace, and the reft on 9, 
fcaffold or a gibbet. 

Among others tho-e was one perfoo, whofe cafe 
appeared a little fingular. He had a youth about 
eighteen years old ftanding by his fide. He told me 
he had for many years been commander of a (hip; 
and in the Tea- fight at A Aium had the good fortune 
to break through the enemy's great line of battle, 
link three of their capital (hips, and take a fourtht 
which was the fole caufe of Anthony's flight, and 
of the victory that cnfued; that the youth Handing 
by him, hb only Ton, was killed in the a£kion. He 
.addcd> that upon the confidence of fome merit, the 
war being at an end, he went to Rome, and folli- 
cited at the court of Auguftus to be preferred to a 
greater fhip, whofe commander had been killed ; 
but, without any regard to his pretenfions, it was 
given to a boy, who had never feen the fea, the foa 
of Libertina, who waited on one of the Emperor's 
miftrcflcs. Returning back to his own veilel, he 
was charged with peglcA of duty, and the ihip 
given to a favourite page of Publicola, the vice-ad- 
miral ; wheieupon he retired to a poor farm at a 
great diftance from Rome, and there ended his life. 
1 was fo curious to know the truth of this ftory, 
that I deiired Agrippa might be called, who was 
admiral in that £gbt. He appeared, and confirmed 
the whole account, but with much more advantage 
10 the captain, whofe modcfly had extenuated or 
concealed a greax part of his merit. 

1 was furprifed to find corruption grown fo high 
and fo. quick in that ismpice, iiy the torce of luxu- 
ry 
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ry fo lately introduced, which made me lefs won- 
der at many, parallel cafes in other couDtries» where 
vices of all kinds have reigned fo much longer, 
and where the whole praife, as well as pillage, hath 
been ingrc^d by the chiff commander, who per- 
haps had the lead title to either. 

As every perfon called up made exa£Hythe fame 
appearance he had done in the world, it gave me 
melancholy reflexions to obferve, how much the 
race of human kind was degenerated among us 
within thefe hundred years pad. How the pox. 
under ail its confequences and denominations, had 
altered every lineament of an Englifh countenance ; 
ihortened' the fi2»e of bodies, unbraced the nervef, 
relaxed the (inews and mufcles, introduced a fallow 
complexion, and rendered the flelh loofe and ran- 
cid. 

I de(cended fo low a$ to dcflre, that fome Eng- 
li{h yeomen of the old ftamp might be fummoned 
to appear; once fo famous for the iimplicity ot* 
tffcir manners, diet, and drefs ; for juftice in their 
dealings ; for their true fpirit of liberty ; for their 
valour and love of their country. Neither could I 
be wholly unmoved, after comparing the living 
vrith the dead, when I confidered how all thofc 
pure native virtues were proftitutcd for a piece of 
money by their grandchildren, who, in felling their 
Votes, and managing at elrdtions, have acquired 
every vice and corruption that can pof&bly be learned 
in a court. 
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CHAP. IX. 

The author returns tp Maldannda. Sails to the king^ 
dom of Luggrusgg, The author confined. He is 
fent for to court. The manner of his admittance. 
The King's great Unity- to his fubjedls, 

THE day of our departure being come, I took 
leave of hb.Highnefsy the governor of Glub- 
dubdribb, ^nd returned with my. two companions 
to Maldonada, where after a fortnight's waiting, a 
ihip was ready to fail for Luggnagg. The two 
gentlemrn, and fome others, were fo generous and 
kind as. to furnifli.me with., providons, and fee me 
on board. I was a month in this vojage. We had! 
one violent dorm, and were under a necei&ty of 
fteering weft ward- to get into the trade wind p which 
holds ior above flxty leagues. On the 21ft of April, 
1708,, we failed into the river of Clumegnig, which 
is a fea-port town at the fouth-eaft poim o£ Lugg- 
nagg. We caft anchor, within a league of the town, 
and made a fignal for a pilots Two of them came 
on board in Icfs than half an hour^ by whom we 
were guided between certain ihoals and rocks, 
which are very dangerous in the pajQ[age, to alarge 
bafin, where a fleet may ride in fafcty within a ca- 
ble's length of the town wall. 

Some of our failors, whether out of treachery or 
inadvertence, had informed the pilots tha^I was a* 
Aranger and a great traveller ; whereof thefe gave 
notice to a cuftoni-houfe officer, by whom I was 
examined very ftriftly upon my landing. This offi- 
cer fpoke to me in the language of Balnibarbi, 
which by the force of much commerce is generally 
Ti2ood in that town, ^fgecially by feamen, and 

vhofc 
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tfaofe employed in the cuftoms. I gave him a (hort 
account of fome particulars, and made my (lory as 
plaufible and coniiflent as I could ; but I thought 
It necefTary to difguife my country, and call myfelf 
an Hollander, bccaufe my intentions were for Ja- 
pan, and I knew the Dutch were the only Europe- 
ans permitted to enter into that kingdom. I there- 
fore told the oiEcer, that having been fhipwrecked 
on the coaft of Balnibarbi, and caft on a rock, I 
was received up into Laputa, or the flying ifland* 
(of which he had often heard,) and was now endea- 
vouring to get to Japan, from whence I might find 
a convenience of returning to my own country, • 
The officer faid, I mud' be confined till he could 
receive orders from court, for which he would 
write immediately, and hoped to receive an ai^fwer 
in a fortnight. I was carried to a convenient lodg- 
ing with a centry placed at the door ; however, I 
had the liberty of a large garden, and was treated 
with humanity enough, being maintained all the 
time at the King's charge. I was invited by fevtTAl 
perfons, chiefly out of curiofity, becaufe it was re- 
ported that I came from countries very remote, of 
which they had never heard. 

I hired a young man, who came in the fame fhip, 
to be an interpreter : he was a native of Luggnagg 
but had lived fome yeai*s at Maldonada, and was a 
perfect mailer of both languages. By his alQftance 
1 was able to hold a converlation with thofe who 
came to vifit me; but this confiAed only of their 
queflions and my anfwers. 

The difpatch came from court about the time we 
t%fe&td. It contained a 'warrant for conducing - 
me and my retinue to Traldragdubh, or Tfildrog- 
drib, for it is pronounced both ways, as near as I 
can remember, by a party of ten horfe. All my 
retinue was that poor lad for an interpreter, whom 
1 perfuaded into my fcrvice, and at my humble re- 
^efl we had each of us a mule to x\4e ou. K^ 
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meflenger was difpatched half a day's journey be- 
fore us to give the King notice of my approach, 
and to defire that his Majefty would pleafe to ap- 
point a day and hour, when it would be his- graci- 
ous pleafure, that 1 might have the honour to lick 
the duft before h'u footftooL This is the court ftylc, 
»od I found it to be more than matter of form. 
For, upon my admittance two days after my arri- 
val, I was commanded to crawl upon my bcUy„ and 
Ijck the floor as I advanced ; but, on account of 
my being a ftranger^ care was taken to have it made 
fo clean, that the dufl was not offenfive. However, 
this was a peculiar grace, not allowed to any but 
perfons of the highed rank^ when they defire an 
admittance. Nay, fomeximes the floor is ftrewed, 
with duft on purpofe, when the perfoo to be ad*" 
mitted happens to have powerful enemies at court 
And I have feen a great lord with his mouth fo 
crammed, that, when he had crept to the proper 
didance from the throne, he was not able ta fpeak 
a word. Neither is there any remedy ; becaufe it 
is capital for thofe who receive an audience, to fpit 
or wipe, their mouths in his Majefty's prcfence. 
There is indeed another cuftom which I cannot -al- 
together approve of ; when the king hath a mind 
to put any of his nobles to death in a gentle, indul- 
gent manner, he commands the floor to be flrewed 
with a certain brown powder of a deadly compofltion, 
which being licked up infallibly kills him in twenty- 
four hours. But, in juftice to this prince's great 
clemency, and the care he hath of his fubjefls lives, 
(wherein it were much to be wifhed, that the mo* 
narchs of Europe would imitate him) it muft be 
mentioned for his honour, that ftriA orders are 
given to have the infedted parts of the floor well 
waihed after every fuch execution ; which if bis 
domeftics negleA, they are in danger of incurring 
bis royal difpleafure. I myfelf heard him give di- 
nitioQs, that one of his pages Should be whipt» 

whofe 
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whoie turn ic was to give notice about wafliing tho 
floor after ao execution* but malicioufly bad omit* 
ted ]t» by wbicb ncgieA a young lord of great 
hopes coming to an audience was unfortunately, 
poifoned, although the King at tbat time bad no 
deiign againd bis life. But tbjs good prince was 
fo gracious as to forgive tbc poor page his whipping, 
upon promifethat be would do fo no more witbout 
fpecial orders.. 

To return from tbis digreffion ; when I had 
crept wiihin four y^rds of tbe throne, I raifed my 
ielf gently upon my knees, and then, iftriking my 
forehead feven times againfl: the groiuid, I pro- 
nounced the following words, as they had been 
taught me tbe night before, LkpUng glaffthrohb fcjuut 
ffrumm hlhiof ndajbnalt zwin tnodbalkuffh Jliophad 
gurdlubh ajbt. Ibis is the compbment edablifbed 
by the laws of the land for all perfons admitted ta 
the King*8 prefence. It may be rendered into £ng- 
lifh thus : May y cur eaeleftial Majefty outlive the fun ^ 
eleven moons and a half. To this tbe King returned 
fome anfwer, which although I could not under- 
ftand, yet 1 replied as I had been direAed : Flute, 
drin yalerick d'vjuldom praflrad mirpufh^ which pro^ 
pecly fignifies, my tongue is in the mouth of my friend % 
and by this expreifion was meant, tbat I defired 
leave to bring my interpreter ; whereupon the young 
man already meiuioned was accordingly introduced, 
by whofc intervention I anfwered as many qutftions 
as his Maje(ly could put in above an hour. I fpoko 
in the Balnibarbian tongue, and my interpreter de« 
livered my meaning in that of Luggnagg 
. The King was much delighted with my company, 
and ordered hi» Bliffinarklub, or high chamberlain^ 
to appoint a lodging in the court for me and my 
interpreter, with a daily allowance for my table, 
and a large purfe of gold for my common expences, 

I flayed three months in this country out of per- 
i%Gi obedience to his Majefly, wha was ^\^^&^ 
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highly to favour me, and made me very honoura- 
ble offers. But I thought it more confident with 
prudence and judice to pafs the remainder of my 
days with my wife and family.- - 

CHAP. X. 

The Luggnuggians cGmmended, A particular defcrif^ 
tion rf the Struldbrugs^ with many converfations 
between the author aud fome eminent perfons upon 
thdtfuhjea. 

THE Luggnuggians are a polite and generous 
people ; and although they are not without 
fome Ihare of that pride, which is peculiar to all 
eaftern countries, yet they fhew themfelves courte- 
ous to ftrangers, efpecially fuch who arc counte- 
nanced by the court. I had many acquaintance 
among perfons of the befl faOiion, and being al* 
ways attended by my interpreter, the converfation 
^c had was not difagreeable. 
■ One day, in much good company, I was afked 
by a pcrfon of quality, whether I had feen any of 
their Struldbrugs or immortals. I faid, I had not; 
and defired he would explain to me, what he meant 
by fuch an appellation applied to a mortal creature. 
• He told me, that fometimes, though very rarely, 
a child happened to be born in a family with a red 

circular 

• The dcfcription of the StroWbrugs is an infhuAiTe piece of ino- 
Jity. For if we confider tt ia a ferious light, it tends to reconcile ot 
to oar final diflblution. Death, when fet in contraft to the imsior- 
t'ality of the Struldbrugs, is no longer the king of terrors : he lo(es 
his fting 9 he appears to us as a friend, and we chearfally obey bi# 
fummons, becaufe it brings certain relief to the greateft mifenea. It 
IB in this defcription, that Swift fliioes in a particuUr manner. fHi 
probehiy felt in hixofelf the effe^s of ap^^roaching age, and uciti][ 

Atctdcw 
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circular fpot in the forehead direftly over the left 
eye brow, which was- an infallible mark, that it 
ihould never die. The fpot, as he defcribed it, was 
about the compafs of a iilver three pence, but ia 
the courfe o£time grew larger, and changed its co- 
lour ; for at twelve years old ii became green, fo 
continued till five and twenty, then turned to a- 
deep blue ; at five and forty it grew coal black, and 
as large as an Englifh (hilling ; but never admitted 
any farther alteration. He faid^ thefe births wer£ 
fb rare, that he did not believe there could be above 
eleven hundred Struldbruggs of both (exes in the 
whole kingdom, of which he computed about fifty 
in the metropolis, and among the reft a young girl 
born, about three years ago : that thefe produftions 



dreaded that period .of life, in which he might become a reprerenta- 
five of thofe miferable immsrtah. His apprehcnfions were unfortn* 
nately (VtlfiUed. He lived to-be the mod melancholy fight that was ever 
beheld. Yet, even in that condition, he continued to inflru6t, by 
appearing a providential inftance to mortify the vanity which is too 
apt to arife in the human bread. Our hie cannot be pronounced 
happy, till the laft fcene is dofed with eafe and refignation ) the mind 
ftill contliioing to preforve its ufual d gnity^ and falling into the arms 
ot death, aF a wearied traveller finks into reft. This is that Eutha- 
nafia which Auguftus often defired, which Antoninus Pius enjoyed^ 
and for which every wife man will pray. Orrery, 

Gulliver^s accotiot of the Struldbrugs is the fineft le^hire that ever 
was conceived by any mortal man^. to reconcile poor tottering crea- 
tures tioto a cheerful refignation of this wretched life, and perfeflly 
agreeable to that fentiment of the- infpired prophet, ** The days of 
" our life are threefcore years and ten j and though men be foftrung, 
<( that they live to fourfcore years ^ yet is their life then but labour 
** and forrow." Thofe diffenftions of the Almighty, which are 
frequently the concomitants of old age. Dr. Swifr, throughout his 
whole life, condantly apprehended, from fome peculiar infirmities 
attending his habit of body, would fcize upon, him at laft. The/e 
Lord O.Tery, without any fort of hefitation, roundly aflerts to be the 
avenging judgements of Godj* as if he had been let into the fccret by 
ibme partiuilar revelation. But, inftead of tnfulting the afhes of fo 
bright a genius with the infirmities of his latter days, and comparing 
him to vne of his own !>truldbrugs, we fhoulJ enceavour to inflame 
our fouls by catching fire and Tpirit, an 1 patriotifro f/om his inimita- 
Ue writings ; and filently confefs the ways of Cod to be vivCci»xa^Vt> 
and bis judgements paft fiscini cut* £«t'i/t. 
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were not peculiar to any family, but a meer cfFeAr 
of chance ; and the childrep of the Struldbrugs 
themfelves were equally mortal with the reft of the 
people. 

I freely own myfelf to have been ftruck with 
ioexpreflible delight upon hearing this account; 
and the pcrfon, who gave rt me, happening to un* 
derftand the Balnibarbian language^ which I fpoke 
very well, I could not forbear breaking out into 
expreffions perhaps a little too extravagant. I cried 
out, as in a rapture, Happy nation, where every 
child hath at lead a chance for being immortal ! 
happy people, who enjoy fo many living examples 
of ancient virtue, and have mafters ready to inftrudt 
them in the wifdom of all former ages ! but, hap- 
pieft beyond all comparifon are thofe excellent 
Struldbrugs, who being born exempt from that u- 
niverfal calamity of human nature, have their 
minds free and difengaged, without the weight and 
- depreilion of fpirits caufed by the continual apprc- 
henfion of death. 1 difcovered my admiration, tti«r 
I had not obferved any of thefe illuftrious perfons 
at court ; the black fpot on the forehead being fo 
remarkable a diftin£lion, that I could not have ea* 
illy overlooked it : and it was impoffible that his- 
Majefty, a moft judicious prince, (hould not pro- 
vide himfelf with a good number of luch wife and 
able counfellors. Yet perhaps the virtue of thofe 
reverend fagcs was too ftrift for the corrupt and 
libertine manners of a court. And we often find 
by experience, that young men are too opintonative 
and volatile to be guided by the fober dilates of 
their feniors. However, fince the King was pleafed 
to allow me accefs to his royal perfod, I was re- 
folvcd, upon the very firft occadon, to deliver my 
opinion to him on this matter freely and at large by 
the help of my interpreter; and whether he would 
pleafe to take my^ advice or no, yet in one thing I' 

kmis determined, thai, his Majcfty having frequently 
B oflfeted 
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offered me an eftablifhment in this countiy, I 
would with great thankfulnefs accept the favour* 
and pafs my life here in the converfation of thofe 
fuperior beings, the Struldbrugs, if they would 
pleafe to admit mc. 

The gentleman, to whom I addrefled my dif* 
courfe, becaufe (as I have already obferved,) he 
fpoke the language of Balnibarbi, faid to me with 
a fort of a fmile, which uFually arifeth from pity to 
the ignorant, that he was glad of any occafion to 
keep me among them, and dcfired my permiflion to 
explain to the company what 1 had fpoke. He did 
fo, and they talked together for fome time in their 
own language, whereof I underftood not a fyllable, 
neither could I obferve by their countenances, 
what imprejSion my difcourfe had made on thent. 
After a fhort filencc the fame perfon told me, that 
his friends and mine (fo he thought fie to expreft 
himfelf,) were very much pleafed with the judicious 
remarks I had made on the great happinefs and ad- 
vantages of immortal life, and they were defirous 
to know, in a particular manner, what fcheme of 
living I fhould have formed to myfelf, if it had 
fallen to my lot to have been born a Struldbrug. 

I anfwercd, it was^afy to be eloquent on fo co- 
pious and delightful a fubje£k, efpecially to me, who 
had been often apt to amufe myfelf with vifions of 
what I ihould do, if I were a king, a general, or 
a great lord : and, upon this very cafe, I had fre- 
quently mn over the whole fydem how I fhould 
employ myfelf, and pafs the time, if I were fure to 
live for ever. 

That, if it had been my good fortune to come 
into the world a Struldbrug, as foon as I could 
difcover my own happinefs by underftanding the 
difference between life and death, I would firft re- 
folve by all arts and methods whatfoever to procure 
myfelf riches. In tlie purfuit of which by thrift 
and management, I might rcafonabl^ t'&.^t^ vci 
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about two hundred years to be the weahhied man 
in the kingdom. In the fecond place, I would 
from my earlieA: youth apply myfelf to the ftudy of 
arts and fciences, by which I (houid arrive in time 
to excel all others in learning. Laftly, I would 
carefully record every aftion and event of confe- 
quence that happened in the public, impartially 
draw the characters of the feveral fucceifions of 
princes and great minifters of ftate, with >my own 
obfervations on every point. I would exaSly fet 
down the feveral changes in cuftoms, language, fa* 
fhions of drefs, diet and diverfions. By all which 
acquirments 1 (hould be a living treafury of know- 
ledge and wifdom, and certainly become the oracle 
of the nation. 

I would never marry after threefcore, but live in 
an hofpicable manner, yet (lill on the (aving fide. 
I would entertain myfelf in forming and diredling 
the minds of hopeful young men, by convincing 
them from my own remembrance, experience, and 
obfervation, fortified by numerous examples, of 
the ufefulnefs of virtue in public and private life. 
But my choice and conftant companions ihould be 
a fct of my own immortal brotherhood, among 
whom I would deA a dozen from the mof): ancient 
down to my own contemporaries. Where any of 
thefc wanted fortunes, I would provide them with 
convenient lodges round my own eftate, and have 
fome of them always at my table, only mingling a 
few of the moft valuable among you mortals, whom 
length of time would harden me to lofe with little 
or no reludiance, and treat your poftcrity after the 
fame manner; juft as a man diverts himfelf with 
the annual fuccefHon of pinks and tulips iq his 
garden, without regretting the lofs of thofe, which 
withered the preceding year. 

, Thefe Siruidorugs and I would mutually com- 
municate our obfervations and memorials through 
ihc courfe of time, remark the feveral gradations 
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b]r which corruptiOD fteals into the world, and op- 
po(e it in every ftep by giving perpetual warning 
and inftruAion to mankind ; which, added to the 
ftroDg influence of our own example, would pro- 
bably prevent that continual degeneracy of human 
nature fo juftly complained of in all ages. 

Add to all this the pleafure of feeing the various 
revolutions of ftates and empires ; the changes in 
the lower and upper world ; ancient cities in ruins^ 
and obfcure villages become the feats of kings ; fa* 
inottS rivers leflening into (hallow brooks ; the oce- 
an leaving one coaft dry, and overwhelming ano- 
ther; the difcovery of many countries yet unknown; 
barbarity over-running the polited n.icions, and the 
moft barbarous become civilized. I (liould then fee 
the difcovery of the longitude, the perpetual mo- 
tion, the univerfal medicine, and many other great 
inventions brought to the utnnod perfection. 

What wonderful difcoveries (hould we make in 
aftronomy by out-living and confirming our own 
prediAions, by obferving the progrefs and returns 
of comets, with the changes of motion in the fun^ 
moon, and ftars. 

I enlarged upon many other topics, which the na- 
tural defire of endlefs life and fublunary happincfs 
could eafily furni(h me with. When I had ended, 
and the fum of my difcourfe had been interpreted, 
as before, to the reft of the company, there was a 
good deal of talk among them in the language of 
the country, not without fomc laughter at my ex- 
pence. At laft the fame gentleman, who had been 
my interpreter, faid he was defired by the reft to 
fet me right in a few miftakes, which I had fallen 
into through the common imbecillity of human 
nature, and upon that allowance was lefs anfwtra- 
ble for them. That this breed of Struldbrugs was 
peculiar to their country, for there were no fuch 
people either in Balnibarbi, or Japan, where he 
had the honour to be ambalTador fromb!vsHV.-a^^^^^ 

Vol. V. O ^^^ 
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and found the natives in both thofe kingdoms vety 
hard to believe, that the faA was poffibie ; and it 
appealed from my aflonilhmeDt^ when he firft 
mentioned the matter to me, that I received it as a 
thing wholly new, and fcarccly to be credited. That 
in the two kingdoms above mentioned, where dur- 
jng his refidcncc he had converfed very much, he 
obferved long life to be the univerfal denre and wifh 
of mankind. That whoever had one foot in the 
grave, was fure to hold back the other as ftrongly 
as he could. That the oldeft had flill hopes of 
living one day longer, and looked on death as the 
greatcft evil, horn which Nature always prompted 
him to retreat ; only in this ifland of Luggnagg the 
appetite for living was not fo eager, from the con- 
tinual example of the Struldbrugs before their 
eyes. 

That the lyftem of living contrived ty me was 
unrcafoniblc and unjuft ; becaufe it fuppofed a 
perpetuity of youth, health, and vigour, which no 
man could be fo foolifh to hope, however extrava- 
gant he may be in hi^ wifhes *. Th^t the queftioa 
therefore was not, whether a man wou'd chufe to 
be alw;iys in the prime of youth, attended with 
profp/rity and health,; but how he would pafs i 
perpfetual life under all the ufual difadvantages, 
which old age brings along with it. For although 
few men will avow their dcHres of being immortal 
upon fuch hard conditions, yet in the two king- 
doms before mentioned, of BaUiibari and Japan, 
he obferved that every man defired to put ott death 
for fomc time longer, let it approach ever fo laic ; 

• To this it may poiCblybe obje£^ed. That the perpetuity of youth, 
health, and vigour, >^ould be lefs a pnodigy than the perpetuity of 
life in a body fubje£t to gradual de^ay, and ipight therefoie he hoped 
without greater exravagance of f( lly. But the lentiment here ^x< 
preiTcd, is that of a being to whom immortality, though not pcipctual 
youth, was familiar j and in whom the wiih of perpetual youth only 
would have been extravagant, becaofe that only appeared frcro f^tis 
•io be impoS^hk, 

and 
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aiid he rarely beard of any man who died willing- 
ly, except he were incited by the extremity of grief 
or torture. And he appealed to me, whether^ id 
thofe countries I had travelled, as well as my own^ 
t had not obferved the fame general difpbntionf. 

After this preface he gave me a particular ac- 
count of the btrudbrugs among them. He faid, 
they commonly afted like mortals, till about thiriy 
years old, after which by degrees they grew me Ian- 
choly and dejeAed, encreaiing in both till they 
canie to fourfcore. This he learned from their own 
confeiHon ; for other wife, there not being above 
two or three of that fpecies born In an age, they 
were too few to form a general obfervaiion by. 
When they came to fouricore years, which is rec- 
koned the extremity of living in this country, thcf 
had not only all the follies and infirmities of other 
old men, but many more, which arofe from the 
dreadful profpcit of never dying. They were not 
only opinionative, peevifli, covctous,^ morofe, vain,, 
talkative ; but incapable of friendlhip, and dead to; 
all natural affedtion, which never defcended below 
their grand-children. Envy and impotent defire*^ 
are their prevailing paiSons. But thoie objefts, a- 
gaind which their envy feems principally dircdled, 
are the vices of the younger fort, and the deaths of 
the old. By rc&t&mg on the former they find 

. f Ifit be faid, that although the folly of d.'firing life to be pro* 
longed under the difadvantages of old age. is here finely expofeJ j 
yet the dcfireof tcrreftrial immortality upon terms, on which alone, 
IB the nature of things, ic is po(fibI«) a» cxemprion from dileafe, ac* 
cident and decay, is tacitly allowed : It m^»y-be aiifwered, that as we 
ffow old by imperceptible degrees, fo for the moft part we grow old 
Without repining, and every mian is ready to profcfs himicif wllJing. 
t9 die, when h: ihall be overtaken by the dccrepiiu ic of age in fume 
future period j yet when every other eye fees that period is arrived^ he 
is AM tenacious of life, and murinu:s at the condition upon which 
he received his exiiUnce. To reconcile old ajr* therefore to the 
thoughts of n didblution, appears to be, all Chat was neciUary in c 
flioral writer for practical purpofes, 

O 2 'Ca»cft.« 
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i^emielves cut off from all pofSbility of plcafurc ; 
and whenever they fee a funeral, they lament and 
repine that others are gdne to an harbour of reft^ 
to which they thcmfclves never can hope to arrive, 
,Thcy have no remembrance of any thing, but what 
ihey learned and obfei ved in their youth and mid- 
]e age, and even that is very" imperfcft. And for 
the truth or particulars of any £a& it is fafer to de* 
pend on common tradition, than upon their belt re* 
colleAions. The leaft miferabie among them ap* 
pear to be thofe, who turn to dotage, and .entirely 
lofe their memories; thefe meet with moi:e pity and 
affi (lance, becaufe they want ouny bad qualities 
tvhich abound in others. 

If a StrulJbrug happen to marry one of his own 
kind, the marriage is diflblved of courfe by the 
courreiy of the kingdom, as foon as the younger 
of the two comes to be fourfcore. For the faiw 
thinks it a reafonable indulgence that thofe, who 
are condemned without any fault of their own to 
a perpetual continuance in the world, fhould not 
have their mifer/ doubled by the load of a wife. 

As foon as they have compleated the term of 
eighty years, they are looked on as dead in law ; 
their heirs immediately fucceed to their eftates, only 
a fmall pittance is referved for their fupport ; and 
the poor ones are maintained at the public charge. 
After that period they are held incapable of any 
emoloymcnt of truft or profit; they cannot pur- 
chafe lands or take leafes ; neither are they allow* 
ed to be witneffcs in any caufe, either civil or cri- 
minal, not even for the deciiion of meers and 
bounds. 

At ninety they lofe their teeth and hair ; they 
have at that age no diftin£tion of tafte, but eat and 
drink whatever they can get without reli£h or appe- 
tite. The difeafes they were fubjcft to ftill conti- 
nue) without encreaiing or diminiihing. In talk*? 
Jng they forget the common af^ellation of things^ 

and 
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aod the names of perfou^ even of thofe who are 
their neareft frtendi and reUcioni • For the fame 
reaibo they never caa aanfe themfeWes with read- 
kigy because their menxiry wiU not ferve to carrf^*' 
them from the begiDntog of a iencence to the end* . 
and by thb defeft tfaej are deprived of the only en* 
tertasnmentf whereof they might otherwiie be ca* 
pable* 

The language of thia country being always upoa * 
the flox^ the Struldbrugi of one age do aoc under* 
fiaod thofe of another ; neither are they able after 
two kundred years to bold any converfation (far- 
ther than by a few general words) with their neigh« - 
boues the morcab ; and thus they lie under the dif* 
advuuge of living like foreigners in their owa ' 
country. 

Thjt wai the aeconnt given me of the Stnildbrugtv • 
as sear ae I can remember, I afterwards £iw five 
or fix of difFerent ages, the youngefl not above 
two hundred years okit who were brought to me - 
ae feveral times by fdrnit of tof friends ; but aU 
tfiottgh they were told that I was a great trsvelkr 
and had icta-M the world, they had not the kail i 
curiotity to ask me a queftion; only defired I would 
give them^mjhida/tt of a token of remembrance : 
which is a modeft way of begging, to avoid the lawy 
that ftriftly forbids iCt becaufe they are provided 
fur by the pab^, akbougk indeed with a verjp 
icanty allowance. 

They are defpifed and baud by all forts of peo- 
ple ; when one of tkeei is bom, k is reckoned o- 
aaioous^ and their birth is recorded very particular* 
ly V ib that you may know their age by confuliing 
the regiiler ; which however hath not been kept a^ 
bove a thoufand years pad, or at lead hath been 
deftroyed by time or public diftorbances. But the 
ufual way of computmg how old they are, is, by> 
aiking them what kings or great peiions they ciu 
remember, and then confultiog hiftoc^ % iot \vk«^ 

o 3 i4\\^>a 
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^lliblythe tail prince in their miod did not begin 
his reign after ihcy were fourfcore years old. 

Thcj were the moft mortifying fight I ever be« 
held ; and the women more horrible than the menr 
liefides the ufual deformities in extreme old age^ 
they acquired an additional ghaftlinefs in propor^ 
tion to their number of years, which is not to be 
defcribed ; and, among half a dozen, I foon dif* 
tinguifhcd which was the eldeft, although there 
was not above a century or two between them* 

The reader will eafily betieve, that from what I 
had heard and feen, my keen appetite for perpetor- 
iiy of life was much abated. I grew heartily alham- 
ed of the pleaiing vjfions I had formed ; and thought 
no tyrant could invent a death, into which I could 
not run with pleafure from fuch a life. The Idog 
heard of all that had pafied between me and my 
friends upon this occafion, and rallied me very plea-^ 
fantly ; wifliingl could (end a couple of Struldbrags- 
to my own country to arm our people agaioft the 
fear of death *, but this it feems is forbidden by 
the fundamental laws of the kingdom, or: elie I 
Ihould have been well content with the trouble and 
cxpcnce of tranfportiog them. 

I could not but agree, that the laws of this king- 
dom relating to the Struldbrugs were foundedupon 
the ftrongeil reafons, and fuch as any other coun- 
try would be under the neceffity of cnadting in the 
like circumdances. Otherwife, as avarice is the 
necefiary cohfequent of old age, thofe immortals 
would in time become proprietors of the whole na- 
tion,, and cngrofs the civil power ; which, for want 
of abilities to manage, muft end ia the ruin of the 
public. 

* P^aps it may not be wholly ufelsfs to remirk, that the fight 
•fa StruMbrog would no ocberwifeann thofe againftthe fear of death, 
who have no hcpe beyond it, than a man is armed againft the fear of 

aking his limbs who jumps out of a window when bit boufe it 
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C A P. XI. 

The author leaves Luggnagg, and faili to Japan. 
From thence he returns in a DutchySi^ to Am- 
fterdamy and from Amft^rUam to Lnglaod. 

I Thought this account of the Struldbrugs mmht 
be focne entertainment to the reader, becauie it 
ieems to be a little out of the common wvj\ atleaft 
I do not remember to have met the like in any book 
of travels, that hath come to my hands : and if I 
am deceived, my excufe muft be, that it is necefla* 
ry * for travellers, who defcribe the fame country, 
very often to agree in dwelling on the fame parti- 
culars, without deferving the cenfure of having bor- . 
rowed or tranfcribed from thofe who wrote beford 
them. 

There is indeed a perpetual commerce between 
this kingdom and the great empire of Japan ; and 
it is very probable, that the Japanefe authors may 
have given fome account of the Struldbrugs ; but 
* my ftay in Japan was fo (hort, and 1 was fo entire- 
ly a ftranger to the language, that I was not qua* 
hfied to make any enquiries. But I hope the Dutch 
upon this notice will be curious and able enough 
to fupply my defeats. 

His jClfljefty having often prcfTed me to accept 
fome employment in his court, and finding me ab- 
folutely determined to return to my native country, 
was pleafed to give me his licence to depart, and 

♦ The word ntctjfary \\ hae ofcd in the fame maoncr, u when by 
the idiom of our language it means com/ertieMt, though it is to be un- 
deiftood in its proper fignification. " Travellers who describe the 
<' ikme cotintry, very of:rn necefTirily agree in dwelling on the fame 
'* particulars, ajid therefore tU not dejirvt the ceolucc oi kivivu%^^x* 
^ lowed, &c» 

X Yk0^o>yt^^ 
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honoured me with a letter of recommendation un- 
der his own hand to the Emperor of Japan. He 
likewile prefented me whh four hundred forty- four 
large pieces of gold (this nation delighting in even 
numbers) and a red diamond, which I fold in £ng* 
land for eleven hundred pounds* 

On the 6th dav of May 2709, I took a folemn ' 
leave of his Majefty and all my h-iends. This prince 
was fo gracious, as to order a guard to conduA me 
to Glanguenftald, which is a royal port to the S.W. 
part of the iikml. I6 6days I found a vefl&l ready to 
carry me to Japan, and fpent 15 days in the voyage. 
We landed at a fmall port^fown, called Xamofthig 
fituated on the S. E. part of Japan ; the town lie* 
on the wedem point, where there is a narrow 
ftreight leading northward mfa a long arm of tha 
fea, upon the N. W. part of which, Yedo the me* 
tropolis ftands. At landing I (hewed the cuftom* 
houfe officers my letter from the King of Luggmggf . 
to his Imperial Majcfty. They knew the feai per- 
fe£lly well ; it was as broad as the palm of m^ 
hand . The imprcffibn was A King lifting nfy a tame 
ieggarfram the earth. The magiftrates of the town 
hearing oF my letter, received me as a public mmi^ 
fter ; they provided me with carriages and fervants, 
and bore my charges ta Yedo, where I »was admit** 
fed to an audience, and delivered my letter, which 
was opened with great ceremony, and explained 10 • 
^he Emperor by an interpreter^ who then gave ni€ 
notice by his Majefty's order, that I fhould .figniff 
my requeft, and whatever it were, h fhould be 
granted for the fake of his royal brother of Lirgg* 
nagg. This interpreter was a perfen employed 10 
tranfaA a£Fairs with the Hollanders: he feon cOfH 
jeftured by my countenance, that I was an Euro- 
pean, and therefore rej^ated his Majefty's com* 
mands in Low-dutch, which he fpoke perfeAly well. 
I aafwercd (as I had before determined) that I 
• Dutch merchant Ihipwrccked in a very re* 

mote 
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mote country, from whence I had travelled by fea 
and land to Lufsgnaggy and then took (hipping for 
Japan, where I knew my countrymen often traded^ 
and with fome of thefe I hoped to get an opportu* 
Dity of returning into Europe : f therefore moft 
humbly intreated his royal favour to sive order, 
that I fhould be conduced in fafcty to Nangafac s 
to this 1 added another petition, that for the fake 
of my. patron the king of Luggnagg, his Majefty 
would condefcend to excufc my performing the ce* 
remonv impofed on my countrymen, of trampling 
upon tie crucijix : becaufe 1 had been thrown into 
his kinjgdom by my misfortunes, without any inten- 
tioo oftrading. When this latter petition was in« 
lerpreted to the Emperor, be feemed a little fur« 
priaed ; and faid, he believed I was the firft of my 
countrymeni who ever made any fcruple in thia 
point ) and that he began to doubt, whether I was 
a real Hollander or no; but rather fufpcded I muft 
be a chriftian. However, for the reafons I had 
offered, but chiefly to sratify the king of Luggnagg« 
by an uncommon mark of his fiivour, he would 
comply wkh the fingularit^ of my humour { but the 
affair muft be managed with dexterity, and his of^ 
ficers fhould he commanded to let me pafs as it were 
by forgetfulnefs. For he affured me, that if the 
(ecret fhould be difcovered by my countrymen the 
Dutch, they would cut my throat in the voyage. I 
returned my thanks bv the interpreter for fo un« 
nfual a favour ; and fome troops being at that 
time on their march to Nangafac, the commanding 
officer had orders to convey me fafe thither, with 
particular inftrudions about the bulincfs of the 
crucifix. 

On the 9th day of June, 17091 I arrived at 
Nangafac after a very long and troublefome jour- 
ney. I foon fell into company of fome Dutch failort 
belonging to the Amboyna of Amfterdam, a flout 
ibip of 4SO tons* I had k)ng lived ia UoXUti^^ v^x< 
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foing my ftudies at Lcydcn, and I fpoke Dutch well'. 
The fcamen foon knew from whence I came laft; they 
were curious to enquire into my voyages and courfe 
of life. I made up a ftory ay fhort and probable 
as I could, but concealed the greafeft part. I knew 
many perfons in Holland ; I was able to invenff 
names for my parents, whom I pretended to be ob^ 
fcure people in the province of Gueldcrland'. T 
wouM have given the captain (one Theodbru^ 
Vangrult) what he pleafed to afk for my voyage td 
Holland ; but underftanding I was a fufgeon, he 
was contented to take h^f the ufual rate, on con- 
dition that I would ferve him in the way of my cak 
ing. Before we took {hipping, I was often aiked 
by fome of the crew, whether F had performed the 
ceremony above mentioned ? I evaded the queftion 
by general anfwers^ that I had fatisfied the Empe* 
ror and court in all partitulafrs. However, a ma- 
licious rogue of a Ikipper went to an oflSccr, and 
pointing to me, told him, I had. not yet trampleit 
971 the crucifix : but the other, who had received in- 
flru6tions to let me pafs, gave the rafcal twent/ 
ftrokes on the fhoulders with a bamboo ; after 
which I was no more troubled with fuch qtieftions. 
Nothing happened worth mentioning in this voy- 
age. We failed with a fair wind to, the Cape of 
Good Hope, where we ftaid only to take in frefh 
water. On the loth of April r^io, we arrived fafe 
at Amfterdam, having loft only three men by iicfe^ 
nefs in the voyage, and a fourth who fell from the* 
fore-maft into the fea, not far from the coaft of 
Guincy. From Amfterdam I foon after fet fail for 
England in a fmall veilel belonging to that city. 

On the i6ih. of April we put in at the Downs. F 
landed next morning, and law once more my na- 
tive country, after an abfence of five years and fir 
months complete. I went ftrait to Redrifi^, where 
arrived the fame day, at two in the afternoon^- 
^ found mj wife and family in good health; . 
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TRAVELS 

Into feveral jiemote Nations of the World. 
P A Tl T IV. 

^ Voyage to the Country of the 

HoUYHNHNAfS *. 

C H A P. I. 

Tt)e author fet 5 out as captain ofajhip. His men cott' 
fpire again/i him^ confine him a long time to his cab • 
bin. Set him on jhore in an unknown land. He 
travels up into the country. The Yahoos, aftrange 
fort of animaU defcribed. The author meets tw§ 
Houyhnhntns. 

T Continued at home with my wife and children 
* about five months io a very happy condition, if 
I could haveJearned the lefTon of knowing when I 
was wtll. I left my poor wife big with child, and 
accepted an advantageous offer made me to be cap- 
tain 

• In thiilaft part of His imaginary travel*. Swift has indulged a 
mifanthropy that is intolerable. The rcprefcntation which he has 
^iven us of hunun nature, mud terrify, and even dcbafe the mind 
of the reader wh) viewi it. His fallies of wit and humour lufe al 
their force, nothing remaining but a melancholy and difagr eabie im- 
prcfiion : we are difguftcd, not eiitertained , we aie iho,k.e<i^ tvoX\Tv« 
iheftcd by the fable. I ihould thsrcfore cnufc lo xaVit ii« w^uc^ ^^ 
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tain of the Adventure, a ftout merchant-man of 
350 tuns : for I underftood naTigation weU, and 
being grown weary of a fargeon's employment 
at Tea, which however I could exercife upon occa* 

fion, 

his Yahoos, did T not think it nereflary to aflert the vindication of 
human nature, and thereby, in feme meafure, to pay my duty to the 
great Aathor of our fpeckv, who has created ui in a very fea^nl, and 
k very wonderful manner. 

We are compofed of a mind, and of a body, intimately united, and 
mutually af!e£ling each other. Therr operatrons indeed are «ntirely 
different. Whether the immortal fpitit, that enlivens this fine ma- 
chine, is originally of a iuperiur nature in various bodies, (which, I 
own, feenn raoft confiftem, and agreeable to the i'cale and order of 
beings,) or whether the difference depends on a fymmetry, or peculiar 
ftru^ure of the organs combined with it, is beyond my reach to de- 
termine. It is evidently certain, that the body is curioufly formed 
with proper organs to delight, and fuch as are adapted lo all the ne- 
ccfTary ules of life. The fpirit animates the whole j it guides the na- 
tural appetife«, and confines them within jufl limits. But the natu- 
ral force of this fpirit is often immerftd in matter j and the mind be- 
comes fubfervient to paffions, which it ought to govern and cire^. 
Horace, although of the Epicurean do^rine, acknowledges this truth^ 
trhere he fays, 

Atque affigit bumo dtvitue particitiwm aura. 

It is no lels evidejit, that this immortal fpirit has an independcht 
power of a£ling, and, when cultivated in a proper manner, feeming* 
ly quits the corporeal frame within which it is impiifoned, and foan 
into higher and more fpacious regions \ where, with an energy, which 
I had almofl f'aid was divine, it ranges among thofe heai^enly bo- 
dies, that in this lower world, are fcarce vifible to our eyes ; and we 
can at once explain the diOnnce^ magnitude, and velocity of the pla- 
jiets, and can toretell^ evtrn to a degree of minutenefs, the par.i^ular 
time vkhen a c( met will return, and when the fun will be ecii^ feJ in 
the next century. Thefe powers ceitainly evince the dignity of lunoaa 
nature, and the furpriftng efl'e^s of the immaterial fpi.it «^i'.hintis; 
which, in fo confined a f^ate, can thus difengage itfclf from the fet- 
ters of matter. It is from this pre eminence of the foul over the bo- 
dy, that we are enabled to view the ex; ft order and curious variety of 
different beings j to confiJer and cultivate the natural produdlior.s of 
the earth} and to admire and imitate the uifc benevolence which 
reigns throughcvt the v/holc fyftem of the univerfe. It is from hence 
that we form moral laws for our conduft. From hence we delight in 
copying that gieai original, who in his efTcnce is utterly incompie- 
henflble, but in his influence is powerfully apparent to every degree 
t)f his creation. From hence too we perceive a real beauty in virtue 
and a diflinftion between good and evil. Virtue a€ls with the utmofl 
generoHiy, and with no view to her own advantage } while vice, like 
a glutton, feeds herfcif enotmouA), amd' thca' is willing to di%or{e 

the 
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Hon, I took a Skilful young man of that calling, one 
Robert Purefoy, into my (hip. We fct fail from 
Portfmouth upon the 7th day of September, 1610; 
on the 14th, we met with Captain Pocock of Bri- 
ftol, at Tcneriff, who was going to the bay of 

Campeachy 

the naafeous oflah of her feaft. But I (hall winder too far, efpecially 
as I flatter myfeif, that your mind is To good, and fo unprejudiced, 
that you will more eafily fedi than I can illudrate the truth of thefe 
mlTertions. 

Swift deduces his obfcrvations from wrong principles : for, in his 
land of Houyhnhnms, he coniideis the foni and body in their moft 
-degenerate and uncultivated ftate ; ihe former as a flavc to the appe- 
tites of the latter. He fccms infenfible of the furprifing mechanifm. 
and beauty of every p^rt uf the human compofition. He forgets the * 
£ae defcription which Ovid giYes of mankind ; 
Os hcmirti fubiime dedir, ctelumijue tueri 
Jvjfk^ et ereSios adjidera toilere vu/tus. 

In painting Yahoos he becomes one himfeif. Nor is the pi£lure 
which he 4raws of the Houyhnhnms, inviting or anraftng. It wants 
both light and fhade to adorn it. It is culd and infipid. We there 
view the pure inftinfls of brutes, unaflided by any knowledge of let- 
ters, a^ng within their own narrow fphere, merely for their imme« 
diatc prcfervation. They are incapable of doing wrong, therefore 
they a6t right. It is farely a very low chara^er given to creatures, in 
whom the author would infmuate Tome degree of reafon, that theya£l 
inoffenfively, when they have neither the motive nor the power to 
9€t otherwife. Their virtuous qualities are only negatives. Swift 
himfeif, amidft all his irony, muft have cenfeded, that to moderate 
our paffions, to extend our munificence to others, to enlarge our un- 
■derftanding, and to raife our idea of the Almighty by contemplating 
his works, is not only the bufinef«, but often the pradlice, and the 
Ihidy of the human mind. It is too certain, that no individual has 
ever poflefled every qualification and ^excellence. However, fuch an 
aflembiage of oiB^erent virtues may llill be coUedled from different 
|»erfons, as are fufficient to place the dignity of human nature in an 
amiable and exalted Nation. We muft lament indeed the many in* 
-ftances of thofe who degenerate or go aftray from the end and inten- 
tion of their being. The true fource of this depravity is often owing 
to the want of education, to the falfe indulgence of parents, or to 
iome other bad canfes, which are conftantly prevalent in every nation. 
Many of thefe errors are finely ridiculed in the foregoing parts of this 
romance : but the voyage to the Houyhnhnms is a real infult upon 
mankind. 

I am heartily tired of the lafl part of Gulliver's travels j and am 
glad, that, having exhautled all my obfofvations on this difagreeable 
fa\}e£tt 1 may finifh my letter j efpecially as the conclufion of it na<* 
tnraUy turns my thoughts from yahoos, to one of tVie d««c«% ^^^te^^:^ 
I have upon earth, yourfelf, etc, Otreij, 

Some.otberf, beCtdes Lord Orrery, baire thoueVk^ ptoifttt \o ^i&ox^ 
- Vox,. V. p ^ OuW^^'t'^ 
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Campcachy to cut logwood. On the 16th, he was 
parted from us io a i^ortn ; I heard» fincc my re- 
turn, that his (hip foundered » and none efcaped, 
but one cabbin-boj. He was an honed man^ and 

a good 

Gulliver's voyage to the Houyhnhnms. But whether indet^d their 
apimadverfions proceeded trom the inArmity of their judgement, or 
from ibme Yahoo depravity in cbeir own nature, I (hall not vouch- 
fafe to inquire j as the daily occurrences of this wretched world prove, 
iliuftrate, and confirm all the farczfms of the doAor. Shall we praife , 
thit excellent mor^lill, the humorous Hogarth, for expofing midnight 
revels, dcbrucheries, and a thou and other vices and follies of human 
kind, in aferics of hi^*roglyphics, (hited to the improvement and the 
correAion of the wild,. the gay, the frolic, and the extravagant? <And 
fhall we condemn a preacher of.righteoufncf , for expofi.ig, under the 
character of a nu% unteachable yahoo, the deformity, the blackneis, 
thcfiithiiicfs, andconupt'ionof thufejiciliih, abominable vices, which 
inHame the wrath of Gnd againft the children of difobedience; andfub- 
je(£l them withouc repentance, that- is, without a thorough change of life 
and practice, to everlafting perdition? Ought a preacher of r!ghteoufneff, 
ought a watchman of the Ci>rifiian faith (who is accounta:>le for his 
tal;:n:s, and '.bli^ed to warn the innccent, as well as tenify the wick- 
ed and profan.*,) to hold his peace, like a dumb dog, that cannot 
hurk, when avaiice, fraud, cheating, violence, rapine, extortion, 
cruelty, cppreflion, tyranny, rancour, envy, malice, detraction, ha- 
tred, revenge, murder, whoredom, adultery, lafcivioufnefs, biibery, 
-coiryption, pimping, lying, perjury, fubornation, treachery, ingra- 
tituJe,. gaming, flattery, druokentiefs, gluttony, iuxury, vanity,. ef- 
feminacy, cowvardice, pride, impudence, hypocrif^, infidelity, blaf- 
phcmy,. idolatry, Sodomy, and innumerable other vices, are asepi- 
d.mical as the pox, and many of them the notorious charadteriftics 
of the bulk of human kind ? I would a/k thofe mighty fufteners, thefe 
kind pretenders to benevolence, thefe hollow charity-mongers, what 
i» their real opinion of that old ferpent, which, like a roaring lion, 
traverferh the gle»be, ftieking whom he may devcur .^Was he not 
created by the Almighty, pure, faul:lefs, intelligent ? But is there 
now, throo^hcuc the whole fy(!em of created exiftcnc^.any beaft, any 
Jfah(0,4ny tyrant, fo vile. It bafe, fo corrupted ? And whence ori- 
gii;ally proceeded the change ? Was it not from the abufe of that free* 
d(.m, Awithout which no created intelligence can be reputed laithfal, 
wife, brave, or virtuous, in the eyes of his Creator ? And fuiely, if 
tliis once great, once glorious, fpirit hath, been reductd for ,miny 
thi^iifand of a^.s, f^r ought wc know %o the contrary, below all the 
feveral gradations of created beings, whevher inteUigent, aniniHl, or 
ir.fen(ib)e; and exp^fed to the fu y of that avenging, though merciful, 
God, who is the lout tain of all wifdero, goodnefj!, and virtue j aie 
we not to oncludf, by an exafl parity of reafon, ti>at every moral 
a^ent is e<)ually accc/u.itable to God for that degree of intelligence and 
perfection, which determines the naiXurcbt his i;xifttnce ? And upon 
,this very principle, which canaOtbe Atni«^>Kv\^«ax.x\aLt«D:t^vaio the 

\ab. 
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a good Tailor, but a little too pofitive in his own 
opinions, which was the caufe of his deftiuftion, 
as ic harh been of fcveral others. For if he had 
folbwed my advice, he might have been fafe at 
ho-ie with his family at tliis time, as well as myfelf. 
I had feveral men died in my (liip of calentures, 
{jo that I was £.>rced to get recruits out of Barbadoes 
and the Leeward Iflands, where I touched by the 
dircAion of the merchants who employed roe ; 
which I had foon too much caufe to repent ; for I 
foiind afterwards^ that mod of them had been buc- 
caneers *• I had fifty hands on board, and my or* 
ders were, that I ihould trade with the Indians in 
the South Sea, and make what difcoveries I could. 
Thefe rogues, whom 1 had picked up, debauched 
my other men, and they all formed a confpiracy ta 
feize the Chip, and fecure me ; which they did one 
morning, rulhing into my cabbin, and binding me 
hand and foot, threatening to throw me over board 
jf I. offered to ftir. 1 told them, I was their prifoner, 
and would fubmit. This they made me fwear to do, 
and then they unbound me, only faflening one of 
my legs with a chain near my bed, and placed a 

laft of abfurditiet, and wb'ich in h& U the reafoning of St. Pet<*r 
tbroo^out his whole 2d chapter of his 2d ep.flle, that creature man, 
that. gionou> creature man, is defervedly more contemptible than a 
brute bea<V when he flies in the face of his Creator, by inliding un« 
dvr the banner of the enemy j and perverts that rcafon >vhich was 
dtfigned to have been the girry of hh natme, even the directing fpi • 
m of hi« life Mid demeanour, to the vileli, the moft execrable, the 
moft helliih purpofes. And this manifeAly appears to be the ground- 
work of the whole faiire contained in the voyage to the Houyhnhnms. 
[Then the atiihor infrrts feveral paiTages fiom the Holy Scrip:ure8y 
and the Apocr)'pha, which, iie fays, will fully juflify all the farcafms 
•f the doAor. But thefe we omit, as improper in a political ro- 
mance.] 

And to conclude : if the brutality and flhhinefs of the Yahoos be 
seprefented by the fatiric genius of Dr. S.wift, in colours the mod 
locking and deteflable, as they certainly are, and as, in faA, they 
ought to have been, the piflure is the more ftriking, as well as the more 
terrible ^ and; upon that account, more likely to inforce the obligatioa 
•f religion and virtue upon the fouls of men. Siviji» 
. * Cettaio ptratts, that infefted the Weft- Indies, iRCt«. <ic^ ^'a^^^^* 

P 2 ^^tiVt^ 
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centry at my door with his piece charged, who was 
commanded to fhooi me dead, if I attempted my 
liberty. They fent me down vitals and drink, 
and took the government of the fhip to themfclves. 
Tlieir defign was to turn pirates, and plunder the 
Spaniards, which they could not do, till they got 
more men. But firft they refolved to fell the goods 
in the (hip, and then go toMadagafcar for recruits, 
feveral among ihcm having died (ince my confine- 
ment. They faikd many weeks, and traded with 
the Indians ; but I knew not what courfe they took,, 
being kept ;i clofe prifoncr in my cabbin, and ex- 
pecting nothing lels than to be murdered, as they 
often threatened me. 

Upon the 9th day of May 171 1,, one J=ame$. 
Welch came down to my cabbing aiid fakl, he had 
orders from the captain to fct me a Chore. 1 ex- 
poftulated with him^ but in vain ; neither would he 
(6 much as tell me> who their new captain was». 
They forced me into the long-boat, letting me put 
on my bed fuic of cloaths, which were as good a& 
neWj and take a fmall bundle of linen, but no arms, 
except my hanger; and they were fo civil as not to 
fcarch my pockets, into which I conveyed what mo- 
ney I had, with fomc other little neceflarles. They 
rowed about a league ; and then fet me down on 
a ftrand. I defired them to tell me what coim- 
iry it was. They all fwore, they knew no more 
than myfelf, but faid, that the captain (as they 
called him) was refolved, after they had fold the 
lading, to get rid of me in the firft place where 
they could difcover land. They pufbed oflFimmc- 
diarely, advifing me to makehafte, for fear of being 
overtaken with the tide ; and fo bade me farewell. 

In this defolate condition I advanced forward, 
and foon got upon firm ground, where I fat down 
on a bank to reft myfelf, and confider what I had 
beft do. When I was a little refreftied, I went up 
wto the country, refolving to deliver myfelf to the 

firft 
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£rft fayages I fhould meet, and purchafe mj life 
from them, by fome bracelets, glafs rings, and 
other toys, which Tailors ufually provide themfelves 
with in thofe voyages, .md whereof I had fome 
about me. The land was divided by long rows of 
trees, not regularly planted, but naturally growing ; 
there was great plenty of grafs, and feveral fields of^ 
oats. I walked very circumfpeftly for fear of being 
furprifed, or fuddenly {hot with an arrow from be- 
hind, or on either fide. I fell into a beaten road, 
where I faw many tracks of human feet, and fome 
of cows, but moft of horfes. At laft 1 beheld fe- 
veral animals in a field, and one or two of the fame 
kind fitting in trees. Their fhape was very fingular 
and deformed, which a little difcompofed me, fo- 
that I lay down behind a thicket to obferve them 
better. Some of them, coming forward near the 
place where I lay. gave me an opportunity of dif- 
tln<^iy marking theii form. Their heads and breafls ^ 
were covered with a thick hair, fome frizled, and 
others lank ; they had beards like goats, and a long . 
ridge of hair down their backs, and the fore-parts 
of their legs and feet ; but the reft of their bodies 
were bare, fo that I might fee their fkins, which- 
were of a brown buff- colour. They had no tails, 
^or any hair at all on their buttocks, except about 
the anus; which^ T prefume. Nature had placed ^ 
there to defend them, as they fat on the ground ; ^ 
for this pofture they ufedj as well as lying down, 
and often flood on their hind-feet. Thty climbed 
high trees as nimbly as a fquirrel ; for they had 
ftrong extended claws before and behind, termi-* 
Dating in (harp points, and hooked. They would 
often fpring, and bound, and leap with piodigious- 
agiiity. The females were not fo large as the males i 
they had long lank hair on their heads, but none 
on their faces, nor any thing more than a fort of 
down on the reft of their bodies, except about the. 
anus 4iad pucLmda. Their dugs hung between theic 
V 3 %syt^* 
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fore feet, and often reached almoft to the ground 
as they walked. The hair of both fexes was of 
ieveral colours, brown, red, black, and yellow. 
Upon the whole, I never beheld in all my travels 
fo difagreeable an aninial, Qv one againfl: which I 
naturally conceived fo flrong an antipathy. So tha^ 
thinking I had feen enough, full of contempt and 
averfion, I got up, and purfued the beaten road, 
hoping it might direct me to the cabbin of fome 
Indian. I had not got far, when I met one of thefe 
creatures full in my way, and coming up diredly 
to me. The ugly monftcr, when he faw me, diu 
torted feveral ways every feature of his vifage, and 
flared as at an objeA he had never feen before ; 
then approaching nearer, lifted up his fore- paw, 
whether out of curiofity or mifchief, I could not 
tell : but I drew my hanger, and gave him a good 
blow with the flat dde of it ; for I durft not flrike 
with the edge, fearing the inhabitants might be 
provoked againfl me, if they fhould come to know, 
that I had killed or maimed any of their cattle. 
When the beaft felt the fmart, he drew back, and 
roared fo loud, that a herd of at leafl forty came 
flocking about me from the next field, howling and 
making odious faces ; but I ran to the body of a 
tree, and, leaning my back againfl it, kept them 
off by waving my hanger. Several of this curfed 
brood, getting hold of the branches behind, leapt 
up into the tree, from whence they began to dif- 
charge their excrements on my head : however, I 
efcaped pretty well by flicking clofc to the flem of 
the tree, but was almofl flifledwith the filth, which 
fell about me on every fide. 

In the midft of this diflrefs, I obferved them all 
K> run away on a fudden as fafl as they could, at 
which I ventured to leave the tree, and purfue the 
road, wondering what it was that could put them 
into this fright. But, looking on my left hand, I 
faw a horfe walking fofily in Sbe field : which, my 

perfecucors 
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perfecutors having fooner difcovered, was the caufc 
of their flight. The horfe flamed a little when he 
came near me, but, f^on recovering himfelf, looked 
full in my face with manifefl tokens of wonder : he 
viewed my hands and feet, walking round me feve* 
ral times. I would have purfued my journey, but 
he placed himfelf dire^ly in the way, yet looking 
with a very mild afpcdt. never offering the leafl vi- 
olence. We flood gazing at each other for fomc 
time ; at lafl I took the boldnefs to reach my hand 
towards his neck with a deiign to flroak it, ufing 
the common flyle and whiflle of Jockies, when they 
are going to handle a flrange horfe. But this ani- 
mal fe^med to receive my civilities with difdain, 
(hook his head, and bent his brows, foftly raifing 
up his right fore-foot to remove my hand. Then he 
neighed three or four times, but in fo different a 
cadence, that I almofl began to think he was fpeak- 
ing to himfelf in fome language of his own. 

While he and I were thus employed, another 
horfe came up ; who applying himfelf tO the firfl 
in a very formal manner, they gently flioick each 
other's right hoof before, neighing feveral limes by 
turns, and varying the found, which feemed to be 
almofl articulare. They went fome paces off, as if 
i* were 10 confer together, walking fide by fide, 
backward and forward, like perfons deliberating 
upon fome affair of weight, but often turning their 
eyes towards me, as it were to watch that I might 
not efcape. I was amazed to fee fuch anions and 
behaviour in brute beads ; and concluded with my- 
felf, that if the inhabitants of this country were 
endued with a proportionable degree of reafon, 
they muft needs be the wifeft people upon earth. 
This thought gave me fo much comfort, that I re- 
folved to go forward, until I could difcover fome 
houfe or village, or meet with any of the natives, 
leaving the two horfes to difcourfe together as they 
plcafed. But the firfl, who was a da^^lc-^te.^^ cJ^- 
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ferving me to fteal off, neighed after me in fo ex- 
preffive a tone, that 1 fancied myfelf to underftand 
what he meant; whereupon I turned back, and 
came near him to exped hb farther commands^ 
but concealing my fear as much as I could ; for I 
began to be in fome pain, how this adventure might 
terminate ; and the reader will eafily believe^ I did 
not much like my prefent (ituation. . , 

The two horfcs came up clofe to me, looking 
with great earneftnefs upon my face and hands. 
The grey fteed rubbed my hat all round with his 
right fore-hoof, and difcompofed it fo much, that 
I was forced to adjuft it better, by taking it off and 
fettling it again ; whereat both he and his compa- 
nion (who was brown-bay,) appeared to be much 
furprifed ; the latter felt the lappet of my coat, and 
finding it to hang loofe about me, they both looked 
with new figns of wonder. He ftroakcd my right 
hand, Teeming to admire the foftnefs and colour ; 
but he fqeezed it fo hard between his hoof and his 
paftern, that I was forced to roar; after which they 
both louthed me with all pofSble tendcrnefs. They 
^re under great perplexity about my fhocs and 
ftockings, which they felt very often, neighing to 
each other, and ufing various geRures, not unlike 
thofe of a philofopher, when he would attempt to 
folve fome new and difEcult phaenomenon. 

Upon the whole, the behaviour of thefe animals 
was fo orderly and rational, fo acute and judicious, 
that I at laft concluded they were two magicians, 
who had thus n^tamorphofed themfelves upon fome 
defign, and, feeing a flranger in the way, refolved 
to divert themfelves with him; or perhaps were 
really amazed at the iight of a man fo very different 
in habit, feature, and complexion, from thofe who 
might probably live in fo remote a climate. Upon 
the ftrength of this reafoning, I ventured to addrcfi 
them in the following manner : Gentlemen, if you 
be conjurers, as 1 have good caufe to believei you 

can 
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can underftand any language ; therefore 1 make 
bold (o let your worHiips know, that I am a poor 
diftreffcd Englifliman, driven by his misfortunes 
upon your coaft, and I imrcat one oF you to let me 
ride upon his back, as if he were a real horfe, to 
fome houfe or village, where I can be relieved. In 
return of which favbur I will make you a prefcnt 
of this knife and bracelet, (taking them out of my 
pocket) The two creatures flood filent while I * 
/poke, Teeming to liden with great attention ; and 
vihen I had ended, they neighed frequently towards 
each other, as it they were engaged in ferious con- 
•verfation. 1 plainly obfcrved, that their language 
cxpreffcd the paffiuns very well, and the words 
mighr with little pains be refolved into an alphabet 
more eafily than the Chinefe. 

I could frequently diftinguifh the word Yahoo^ 
which was repeated by each of them ieveral times; 
and although it was impoflible for me to conjedture 
what It meant, yet, while the two horfes were bufy 
20 converfation, I endeavoured to pra£lile this word 
upon my tongue ; and as foon as they were filent, 
I boldly pronounced Yahoo in a loud voice, imi- 
tating at the fame time, as near as I could, the 
neighing of a horfe; at which they were both vifi- 
Wy furprifed, and the grey repeated the fame word 
twice, as if he meant to teach me the right accent, 
wherein I fpoke after him as well as I could, and 
found myfelf perceivably to improve every time^ 
though very far from any degree of perfeftion. 
Then the bay tried mc with a fecond word much 
harder to be pronounced ; but, reducing it to the 
Englifh orthography, may be fpclt thus, Houyh- 
nhnm. I did not fucceed in this To well as the for- 
mer; but after two or three farther trials, I had 
better fortune ; and they both appeared amazed at 
my capacity. 

After fome farther difcourfc, which I then con- 
jectured might relate to me, the ivio ttvwida \»^:J^ 
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their leaves with the fame compliment of ftrikiog 
cich other's hoof; and the grey made me iigns that 
I fhouU walk before him ; wherein I thought it 
prudent to comply, till I could find a better direc- 
tor. When I offered to fl^icken my pace, he would 
cry hhuun, hbuun\ 1 gutflld his meaning, and gave 
him to underdand) as well as I could, that I was 
weary, and not able to walk fafter ; upon which he 
would ftand a while to let me reft. 

GR'^^ S fe^gi^^ ^ ' f"'^ 

CHAP. 11. 

The author conduEled by a Houyfmhnm to his houfe. 
The houfe defcribed. The authir^s reception. The 

food of the Houyhnhnms. 7 he author in dijirefs for 
want of meat^ is at lafl relieved,. His maniier of 

feeding in that country, 

HAVING travelled about thretf miles, we camtf 
to a long kind of building, made of timber 
fluck in the ground, and wattled a-crofs ; the roof 
was low, and covered with ftraw. 1 now began to 
be a little comforted ; and took out fome toyn 
which travellers ufually carry for prefents to the fa- 
vage Indians of America and other parts, in hopes 
the people of the houfe would be thereby encoura- 
ged to receive me kindly. The horfe made me a 
fign to go in firft ; it was a large room with a fmooth 
clay -floor, and a rack and manger, extending the 
whole length on. one fide. There were three nags, 
and two mares» not eating, but fome of them fitting 
down upon their hams, which I very much won- 
dered at; but wondered more to fee the reft cm- 
ployed in domcfiic bufi^nefs ; ihefe feemed but or- 
dinary cattle : however this confirmed my firfl> opi- 
j^ion^ that a people^ who could fo far civilize brute 

animals. 
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animals, mud needs excel in wifdom all the nation! 
of the world. The grey came in juCl after, and 
thereby prevented any ill treatment which the others 
might have given me. He neighed to them feverai 
times in a ftile of authority, and received anfwers. 
Beyond this room there were three others reach- 
ing the length of the houfe, to which you pafltd 
through three doors, oppoiite to each other, in the 
manner of a villa; we went through the fecond 
room towards the third ; here the grey walked in 
firfty beckoning me to attend . I waited in the fe- 
cond room, and got ready my prefents for the ma- 
iler and miftrefs of the houlc : they were two 
knives, three bracelets of falfe pearl, a fmall look- 
ing gtafs, and a bead- necklace. The horfe neighed 
three or four times, and I waited to hear fome an- 
fwers in a human voice, but I heard no other re- 
turns than in (he fame dialtft, only one or two a 
little fhrilJer than his. I began to think, that this 
boufe mult belong to fome perfon of great note 
among them, becaufe there appeared fo much cere- 
mony before i gould gain admittance. But, that a 
man of quality (liould be ferved all by horfes, was 
beyond my comprehrnfion. I feared my brain was 
difturbed by my fufferings and misfortunes: I rou- 
-fed myfelf, and looked about me in the room, where- 
I was left alone ; this was furniihed like the firfl» 
only after a more elegant manner. I rubbed my 
eyes ohen, bm the fame objeAs dill occurred. I 

r inched my arms and fides to awake myfelf, hoping 
might be in a dream. I then abfolutely concluded^ 
that all thefe appearances could be nothmg elfe but 
necromancfy and magic. But I had no time to pur- 
■fue thcfc reflexions ; for the grey horfe came to 
the door, and mnde me a fign to follow him into 
the third room ; where I faw a very comely marc, 
together with a colt and fole, fitting on fhiir 
*iiaunches upon matts of draw, not unatt£uV^^ y^'s.v^^* 
and perfectly ueac and dean. 



^Vn. 
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The mare foon after my entrance rofe from her 
^matr, and coming up clofe, after having nicely ob- 
ierved my hands and face, gave n^ a moA contemp- 
tuous look ; then turning to the horfe, I heard the 
yrovA yahoo often repeated betwixt them ; the mean- 
ing of which word I could not then comprehend, 
ahhough it was the firft I had learned to pro- 
nounce ; but I was foon better informed to my e- 
verlafting mortification : for the horfe beckoning 
to me with his head, and repeating the word hhutin^ 
hhuun^ as he did upon the road, which I underdood 
was to attend him, led me out into a kind of court, 
where was another building at fome didance from 
the houfe. Here we entered, and I faw three of 
thofe deteftable creatures, which I firft met afcer 
my landing, feeding upon roots and the flefh of 
fome animals, which 1 afterwards found to be that 
/of afles and dogs, and now and then a cow dead by 
accident or difeafe. They were all tied by the neck 
with ftrong wyths faftened to a beam ;- they held 
their food between the claws of their fore- feet, and 
tore it with their teeth. 

The mafter horfe ordered a forrel nag, one of 
his fervants, to untie the larged of thefe animals, 
and take him into the yard. The beaft and I were 
brought clofe together; and our countenances di- 
iigeniiy compared both by mafter and fervant, who 
thereupon repeated feveral times the word yahoo. 
My horror and aftonifhment are not to be defcri- 
bed, when I obferved in this abonimable animal a 
perfeft human figure : the face of it indeed was flat 
and broad, the nofc depiefled, the lips large, and 
the mouth wide : but thefe differences are common 
to all lavage nations, where the lineaments of the 
countenance are diftorted by the natives fufFcring 
their infants to lie grovelling on the earth, or by 
carrying them on their backs nuzzling with their 
face again ft the mother's fhoulders. 1 he fore-feet 
of the yahoo di&eved fvom my hands in nothing 
a ' clfe, 
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•elfe, but* the length of the nails, the coarfenefs and 
brown nefs of the palms^ and the hairineft on the 
backs. There was the fame refemblance between 
our fee% with the fame differences, which I knew 
very well, though the horfes did not, becaufe of 
tny fhoes and (lockings ; the fame in every part of 
our bodies, except as to hairineft and coloiir» which 
I have already defcribed. 

The great difficulty, . that feemed to ftick with tbe 
two horfes, was, to ice the reft of my body fo very 
different from that of a yahoo, for which I wai 
obliged to my doaths, whereof they had no con- 
ception. The forrel nag ofiered me a root, which 
lie held (after their manner, as we fhall defcribe in 
its proper place) between his hoof and paftern : I 
took it in my hand, and having fmelt it returned ic 
to him again as civilly as I could. He brought out 
of the yahoo's kennel a piece of afs's ilcfh, but ic 
fmelt fo oficnfivcly, that I returned from it with 
kmthing ; he then tht*ew it to the yahoo, by whom 
it was greedily devoured ♦. He afterwards fhewed 
me a whifp of hay and a fetlock full of oats ; but 
Ifhookmyhead to £gnify, that neither of thefe 
were food for me. And indeed I now apprehend- 
ed, that I mud abfolutely ftarve, if I did not get to 
fbme of my own fpecies ; for as to thofe filthy ya« 
boos, akhough there were few greater lovers of 
manldnd at that time^ than myfelt ; yet I conftfs, I 
never faw any fenfitive being fo deteftable on all 
jaccounts ; and the more I came near them, the 
more hateful they grew, while I ftaycd in that 
c<niijtry. This the mafter-horfe obfcrved by my 
behaviour, and therefore fent the yahoo back to 
fais kennel. He then put his fore- hoof to his mouthy 

• Whoever w tWfgufled with this piAvra oft yahoo, wouU do^riU 
to rtfli^ that it bccooies his own in ax%€t pMpontoti «s be jdtviatto 
fnom vtruit, for virtue it the perfeaion of retioa. The tMe^feet i>f 
tbofe abandoned to tice, ate not lefs brural and Torpid than that of >a 
yshoo for aflet fle(h } ncr ii their life a ftaU of Icfs ab\c^C«iN>!t\vs% 

VouV. - Q^ ■*• 
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.at which I was much rurpnre4« although he did 
with eafc, and with a motion that appeared perfedk* 
ly natural ; aod made other figos to know what I 
would eat ; but I could not leturo him fuch aniui- 
fwer as he was able, to apprehend ; and if he had 
vndcrdood me, .1 did not lee how it was poillble to 
contrive any way for.£«idiiig myfeU nourifhmen^. 
While we were thus engaged, 1 obferved a cow 
paiRng. by;. whereupon. I pointed to her, and ex- 
.prefTcrd a de fire to go aodmilk her. This had iis 
.effect ; ,for he ledi me back into the houfe, ^nd or- 
.dered a mare-fervafit to open a room, where a good 
.Aore of milklaj in eat then and wooden veflels af- 
ter a very orderly and cleanly manner. She gave 
me a large bowl>full, of which I draak very hear^ 
lily, and found myi'elf well refrefhcd. 

About noon I faw coming towards thej^oufea 
kind of. vtfiicle drawn like a^ledge by four yahoos. 
There was in it an old fteed, who feetqed to be 
quality; he alighted with his hind- feet forwardt 
having by accident got a* hurt in hss left fore-foot« 
He came, to. dine with ourhorle, who. received him 
with great civility. They dioed in the heft rooiq» 
and had oats boiled ijei milk for the fecond coiirfc. 
.which the old hoffe eat ivarm^but the reft cold. 
Their maogers were placed circular in. the middle of 
the room, and divided into fcveral partitions, round 
%rhich they fat on their haunches upon boiles of 
firaw. In the middle was a large rack, with angles 
anfwering to ev^ry partition of the manger. So 
that each horfe and mare eat. their own hay, and 
their own maOi of oats and milk, with much de- 
.cency and regulai^ity. The behaviour of the young 
colt and jFole appeared very modeft ; and that of ibfi 
mailer and miftrefs extremely chearful and com- 

Slaifant to their gueft. The grey ordered me to 
and by him ; and much difcourfe pafled between 
•hioi and hb friend ^concerning me, as I found by 

,thlc 
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the ftraniger's often looking at mc, and the frequent 
repetition of the word yah^b 

I happened to^ear my gloves, which the mafler 
grey obfcrving, feemed perpleiced, dilcovcring figns- 
of wonder what Ihad done to my fore f<;c:t ; he 
pur his hoof three or four times to them, as if he ' 
would fignify^ that I (hotUd reduce them to their 
former mape, which I prcfcntly dk)^ pulling ofiF* 
both my gloves, and putting them into my pocket. 
This occafioned farther talk, and I f^w the compa**' 
ny was pleafed with my behaviour, whereof I fooa 
found the good effc£is. I was ordered to fpeak the 
fdw words I underftood; and while they were at 
dinner, the mader taught me names for oats, milk, 
fire, water, and ion\t others ; which I could rca* 
dily pronounce after hkn, having from my youth 
a great facility- in learning languages. 

When dinner was done» the mafter-horfe took 
me afide,- and by figns and words made me under- 
ftand the concern he was in, that 1 had nothing to 
eat. Oats in their tongue are called hlunnh. This 
word I pronounced two or three times ; for al- 
though 1 had refufed them at fird, yet upon fe- 
cond thoughts I confidered, that I could contrive - 
to make of thena a kind of breads which might be 
fufiicient with milk to keep me alive, till I could 
make my efcape to fbme other country, and roy^' 
ci^atures of my own fpecies. The hoiic immedi- 
ately ordered a white mare-fcrvant of his family 10 
bring m'e a good quantity of oats' in a lort of wood- 
en tray. Thefe 1 heated before the fire, as well as 
I could, and . rubbed them till the bufks came off*, 
which I made a (bift to winnow from the grain ; 
I ground and beat them b;:tween two (lones, then 
took water, and made them into a pade or cake,^ 
which I toaded at the fire, and cat waini 
with milk. It was at fiift a very infipid diet, though 
common enough in many parts of iiiirot>e, but 
grew tolerable by time j and having bcerv oivt.vw x«.- 
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duced to hard fare in my life, thit was not the firft 

experiment I had made, how eafily nature is fatif- 
iied. yVnd I cannot Imt obferve* that I oeveir had 
one hour's fickneft while I (laid in this ifland. If 
is true, I fometimes made a (hift to catch a rabbit,, 
or bird, by fprii^es made of yaMs hairs ; and i 
often gathered wholefome herbs, which I boiled or 
eat as falads with my bread ; and bow and tben^ 
for a rarity, 1 made a little butter, and drank the 
whey. I was at firft at a great lofs for faU j but 
cuftom foon reconciled me to the want of it ; aod I 
am confident, that the frequent ufe of ialt am<Mig 
us is an tSt& of luxury, and was firft introdiKed 
only as a provocative to drink ; except where it is 
nccefiTarj for prefenring of flefh in long voyages, or 
in places remote from great markets, f'or we ob* 
ferve no animal to be road of it but man %■ and as 
to myfelf, when I left this country, it was a great 
while before I could endure the tafte of it in anjr 
thing that I eat. 

This is enough to fay upon the fub^A of my^ 
diet, wherewith other travellers fill their books, as 
if the readers were pcrfonaliy concerned, whether 
we fare well or ill. However it was ncceflkry to^ 
mention this matter, left the world ibould thiiUc it 
impoilible, that I could find fuftenance for three 
years in fuch a country and among fuch inhabkants*. 

When it grew towards evening, the mafVer hprfe 
ordered a place for me to lodge in ; it was but fix 
yards from the houfe, and feparated from the ftable- 
of the yahoos. Here I got fbme ftraw, and covering. 
myfclf with my own cloaths, flept very found. But 
I was in a fhort time better accommodated, as the 
reader fhall know hereafter, when Icomelotvcas 
more particularly about my way of living. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

l%e atahrjludiout to learn the language : the Houyh- 
nhntnt his mafter^ a^jfifii in teaching him* 7%s 
languagM deferred, frz^^r^^/ UouyhDhnuis cfqua'^ 
Uty came out ofcuriqfity tcffee the author. He give^ 
hismafier ajhort account cfhis voyage. 

MY principal endeavour was to learn the lair- 
guage» which my mafter (for fo lihaU hence <• 
forth .call him) and his.dMldreo, and every fervaat- 
of his houfe were defirous to teach nie. For they 
looked upon it as a prodigy^ that a brute animal 
fhould diieover fuch marks of a rational creature. 
X- pointed to evjcry thing, and en^juired the naipe 
of it» which I wrote down in my journal hok luhca^ 
I was alone, and corrected my bsKi accent by. de- 
firing thofe of the family to pronouoce it Qften« 
lb this employment a forret nag, one of the uodia> 
iervanta, waa very ready to aifiil me. 

In fpeakiog tbey pmiounce through Che cole 
and throaty and their language approaches oeareft 
to the High -Dutch or German, of any I know i« 
Europe; but is much more graceful and iigpi£caut. 
The emperor Charles V made almoft the faoM. oi»* 
fervation, when he faid, ihat if he were to (jpeak 
to ^is horfe, k fhould be in High-Dutch. 

The curiofity and impatience oi^ my mafterwere 
fo great, ibat he fpent many hours of hb kifure to 
ioftruAme. He was convinced (as he after wardt^ 
told me) that I muft be sl yahoo, but my teachable'* 
xiefs, civility, and deanlinefs, aAoniihed him •; which 
were qualities ahogether oppofite to thofe anitrtakr 
He was moft perpkxed about my cloaths realo»« 
log fomctimes with himfelf, whciUcr liitj m-cec ^ 
- . 0^3 ^^^ 
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part of .iriy body ; for I never pulled them ofFiill 
ihc family were afleep, and got them on before, 
ihey waked in the morning. My maftcr was eager 
to learn from whence I came; how I acquired 
thofe appearances of reafbn, which 1 difcovercd in 
all my a<^ions; and to know my ftory from my 
own mouthy which he hoped he ihould foon do by 
the great proficiency I made in learning and pro* 
nouncing their words and fentences. To help my 
memory » I formed all I learned into the £ngli(h 
alphabet, and writ the words down with the tranf- 
laiions. This laft after fomc time I veniured to do 
in my mafter's prefence. It coft tae much trouble 
to explain to him what I was doing : for the inha- 
bitants have not the.leaft idea of books or literature. 
In about ten week» time I was able to under (land 
moft of his quefHons ; ' and in three months could 
givt him fome tolerable anfwers. Hs was extreme- 
ly curious to know from what part of the country 
1 came, and how I was taught to imitate a rational: 
creature ;' becaufe the yohoos (whom be faw I cn^ 
a£lly refembled in my head, haiKis and face, that 
were only vifible) with fome appearance of cunning, 
and the ftrongcft difpofition to mifchief^ were ob- 
ierved to be the mod unteachable of all brutes. 
I anfwcred that I came over the (ea from a far 
place, with many others of my own kind, in a 
great hollow vefiel made of the bodies of trees % 
that my companions forced me to land on this 
coaft, and then left me to (hift for myfelf. It was 
with fome difficulty, and by the help of many iigns, 
that I brought him to underlland me. He replied, 
that I mufl needs be miftaken, or xksxl foid the 
thing which luas not (for they hate no word in 
their language to exprefs lying or falihood. He 
knew it was impoffible, that there could be a coun-i 
try beyond the fea, or that a parcel of brutes couki 
move a wooden veiTel whither they pleafed upon 
water. He was fure no Houybnhom alive coukl 

make 
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make fuch a vcflel, nor would truft yalms to ma* 
nage it. 

The word Houyhnhnm in their tongue fignifies 
a horfey and in its etymology, the perfeEH^n of na^ 
iure. I told my mailer that I was at a lofs for ex- 
preffibn, but would improve as fad as I could ; 
and hoped in a fhort time 1 fhould be able to tell 
liim wonders : he was pleafcd to direA his own 
mare, his colt and fole, and the fervants of the fa- * 
mily, to take all opportunities of inftruAing me ; 
and every day for two or three hours he was at the 
fame pains himfelf : feveral horfes and mares of 
quality in the neighbourhood came often to our 
houfe^ upon the report fpread of a wonderful 
yaloo that cquld fpeak like a Houyhnhnm, and 
feemed in his words and aAions to difcover fome 
glimmerings of reafon. Thefe delighted to con* 
verfe with me ; they put many quciiions, and re* 
cetved fuch anfwers as I was able to return. By all 
theie advantages I made fo great a progrefs, that 
in five months from my arrival I underftood what- 
ever was fpoken, and could ezprefs myfelf tolera* 
bly well. 

The Houyhnhnms who came to vifit my mailer, 
out of a defign of feeing and talking with me, 
could hardly believe xtit to be a right yahoo^ becaufe 
my body had a different covering from others of 
my kind. They were afloniihed to obfervc mc 
without the ufual hair or fkin, except on my head, 
face, and hands ; but I difcovered that fecret to 
my mafter upon an accident, which happened a* 
bout a fortnight before. 

I have already told the reader, that ^very night, > 
when the family were gone to bed, it was my cu- 
ilom to ilrip, and cover myfelf with my cloaths: 
it happened one morning early, that my mafter 
fent for me by the forrel hag, who was his valet; 
when he came, I was faft afleep, my cloaths had 
£ilkn off on one fide, and my ihirt above rsvj v^-ja^* 
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I awaked at the noi(e be oiade^ and obferved hiin 
CO deliver his mefiage in fome difordtr ; after which' 
he went to my mafter, and in a great fright gave 
hifn a venr confufed account of what he had fcen : 
ilu9 I prefently difcovered ; forgoing a$ foon as I 
was drefled to pay my attendance upon bis honour* 
he aiked me the meaning of what his fervant had 
Imported; that I was not the fame thing when I< 
fkpty as I appeared to be at other times ; that hir' 
valet afiured him, fome part of me was whiter- fome 
yellow, at leaft not fo white, and fome brown. 

I had hitherto concealed the fecret of my drefi 
in order to diflinguifh myfelf^ as much as poffiblCf 
, from that cur fed race oi yaboss ; but now I found-^ 
it in vain to do fo any longer^ Besides I cooixderedt 
thai my cloaths and (hoes would foon wear out, 
which already were in a- declining condition* and- 
muft be fupplied by fome contrivance from the hides 
oi yahoos^ or other bnires; whereby the whole fe- 
cret would be known : I therefore told my mailer, 
that in the country from whence I came, thofe of 
VDj kind always covered their bodies with the hairs 
or certain animals prepared by art, as well for de* 
cency, as to avoid the inclemencies of air both hot 
and cold ; of which, as to my own perfbn, I would 
give him immediate cooviAiony if he pleafed to 
command me; only de/iring his excufe, if I did 
not expofe thofe parts chat nature taught us to cpn* 
ceal. Ue faid my diicourfe was all very ftrangi:, 
but cfpecially the iaft part ; for be could not iin- 
derftaod, why nature fliould teach us to conceal 
what nature had given : that neither himfelf nor 
family were afliamed of any parts of their bodies ; 
but however I might do as I pleafed. Wherru^B 
I £rft unbuttoned my coat, and pulled it off. I 
did the fame with my waijflcoat ; I drew off my 
flioes, Oockings, and breeches. I let my fhin^ 
dovA to mjF waift« and drew up the bottom, faflen^ 
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lag h like a girdle about tuf aiMdle to hide mf 
nakednefs. 

M7 maftor MUrreA tfre whole performance with 
grcaic figov of auriofity and admiration. He took 
up all my doaths in his paflern, one piece after a- 
noiher, and examined them diligencly; he then 
ftroaked my body very gently, and looked i^ound 
me feveral times, after wfaach he faid, it was plain I 
muft be M-ptrfcA yal^; but that I dtffcred very 
much from: the reft of my fpecies in the foftnefs, 
whicenc&t ^od fmoothnefs ef my ikin, my want of 
kair in feveral paru of my body, the mape and 
flioi«nefa of my claws behiod and before, and my 
aftfiation of waUting continually on my two hind*^ 
ei feet. He defired to fee no more ; and gaVe roe* 
leart to put on my ckaths again, for I was (hud^^ 
dering^with cold^ 

i ezprefied my vneaiinefs at his giving me fi> of« 
ten the appellation of jfi7iio0, an^odiou» animal, for 
which I had fo utter an hatred and contempt : I 
begged he would forbear applying that word to me, 
and uke the lame order in his ^mily, and ambng^ 
his friends, vrhom he fufftred to fee tne. I reqpeib- 
ed likewife, that the (ecret of my having a falie c0^ 
vcring to my body might be known to none but 
hitakWr at leaft as long as my prefent cloathing: 
fliould laft ; for as to what the forrel nag his vaiec 
had obferved, his honour might command him to- 
conceal it* 

All this my mafter very gracioufly confented to^ 
and thus the fecret was kept till ray ctoaths began 
to wear out, which I was forced to fnpply by feve* 
ralconcrivances, that ihaU hereafter be mentioned. 
In the mean time he defired 1 would go on with- mf 
utmoft diligence to learn their language, becaufe 
he was more al^onifhed at my capacity for fpeeth 
and reafon, than at the figure of my body, whe- 
ther it were covered or no ^ adding, that he waited 
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with fome impatkiicc to hear, the wonders, whici^ 
I promlllii to tell him. 

From thence forward he doubled the pains he 
had been at to indrudt^me ; he brought me into all- 
company, and made them treat me with civility^, 
becaufe, as he told them privately, this would put 
me into a good humour, and make me more divert" 
ing. 

Every day; when I waited on- hkn, befide then 
trouble he was at in teaching, he would aik me fe-^ 
vcral queflions concerning myfelf, which I anfwcr- 
ed as well as I could ;- and by thefe means he had 
already received fome general ideas, though very' 
imperfe^. It would be tedious to relate the feve-- 
ral ileps, by which I advanced to- a more regular < 
converfation : but the firft accoimt I gave of oiy* 
fclf in any order and length was to this purpofe : 

That I came from a very far country^- as I alrea** 
dy had attempted to tell him, with about fifty more 
of my own fpccies; that we travelled upon the fea»' 
in a great hollow \cShl made of wood, and larger* 
than bis honour's houfe* I dcfcribed the fhip to^ 
him in the befl terms I could^ and explained by the 
help of my handkerchief difplayed, how it was dri- 
ven by the wind. That upon a quarrel among us t) 
was fet onfhoreon this coaft, where I walked for- 
ward, without knowing whither, till he delivered 
me from the perfecution of thofe execrable j^^AdOf, 

He afked me, who made the (hip, and how iC-> 
was pofiible that the Houyliuhnms of my country 
would leave it to the management' of brutes^ Mf; 
anfwer was, that I durfl proceed no farther in my- 
relation,' unlefs he would give me his woid and ho- 
rour that he would not be ofiFended> and then T 
would tell him the wonders Lhad fo often promt- 
fed. H e agreed : and 1 went on by afTuring hirti' 
that the fhip was built by creatures like myfelf, who 
in all the countries lhad tpavelled, as well as in my., 
owui were the only governing, rational animals ? 
^ and' 
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and that cpon my arrival hither I was as much a* 

ftonifhed to lee the Huuyhnhnms a£t like rational 

. beingSy as he or his Xriendacould be in iinding fome 

marks Qf rea(bn in a creature he was plcafed to call 

z yahoo ; to ^hich J owaed my refemblance ia every 

; part, but could sot account for their degenerate 

and brutal ^ nature. I faid farther, that if good 

. fortune ever reftored me to my native country to re- 

my travels hither, as I refolved xo do» every body 

would believe, tbzt J /aid the thing which was not j 

fthat I invented the ftory out of my own head 9 and 

,(with all poffible. refpedl to bimrelf, his family, and 

friends, and under -his promife of not being offend- 

. ed) our countreymen would hardly think it proba- 

,ble, that a Houybnhum (boul^ be the prciidtog 

.creature of a nation^ and SLjtfiioo the bi;ute. 

C HA p. IV. 

^e Houyhnhnms' notion of truth .and falfehcod. 

The author's difcourfe difapprcved by his nuijier. 

The OMthor gives a more particular account of 
* him/elf^ andthe accidents rf his voyage. 

<lVr^ matter heard me with great appearances of 
^^ uneafineft in his countenance ; i^ecaufe i&u^N 
■ing or mt believing, are fo little known in this coun- 
try, that the inhabitants cannot teU how to behav« 
. tbeinfclves under fuch circumflances. And 1 re- 
•.member, in> frequent difcourfcs with my matter con- 
. cerning the nature of manhood in other parts of 
the world, having occafion to talk of lying ^n(}fai/i 
repre/entation^ it was with much difficulty that he 
, comprehended what I meant ; altho' he had otherwi(e 
.a moil acute judgement,. For he argued thus ; that 
the ufe ot fpeech was to. make usundcrttand one ^* 



192 GULUVERs TRAVET^. Part, IV 

nocher. aod to receive informarioo of ti&s ; no#t 
if one /aid the thing tsflUdk was n$i^ thefe ends were 
defeated ; becaufe t cannot pToperlj be ikid to nn- 
derftand him ; and I am fo far from receiving in- 
formation, that be leaves me worfe than in igno- 
ranee ; for I am led to believe A thing black when 
It is whiti^ and/^^ when it ts long. And thefe were 
all the notions he h^d concerning thatifectiltyof ^- 
ing, fo perfc^Hy wdltiiiderftood, and fo uoiTetftt- 
:\j pra£liied, among human creatures. 

To return from this digrei&oo s when I aSerted 
that the yahoos were the only governing animals in 
mjr country, which my mafter faid« was altogetlier 
paft hift conception, he defired to know, vrhecber 
we had Houyhnhnms among us, and what was 
their cmplopaeiu : I told him, we had great num- 
bers ; that m fummer they grazed in the fields, and 
in winter were kept in houfes with hay and oats, 
where jraAflo-fcrvants were emjployed to rub tlicir 
fkios fmooth, comb their manes, pick their feet, 
ferve them with food, and make their beds. I u - 
deriland you we- 1, faid my maftcr ; it is now very 
plain from^^ilyou havefpoken, that whatever Ihace 
of reafon the yahoos pretend to, the Houyhnhnms 
are yourmafters ; I heartily wilh ^ur yahoos would 
be fo tra£lable. I begged his honour would pleaie to 
excufe me from proceeding any farther, becaufe 
I was very ceitain that the account he expcAed 
from me would be highly difpkaiing. But he in- 
fifVed in commanding me to let him know the beft 
and the worfl : I told him he Qiould be obeyed. 
I owned, that the Houyhnhnms among us, vrfaom 
we called horfes^ were the moft generoua aod come- 
ly animal we had ; that they excelled in firengdi 
and fwiftneis ; and when they belonged to periods 
of quality, were employed in travellings i^acing, or 
drawing of chariots, they were treated with much 
kindneis and cai\:, till they fell into difeafes Or be- 
^€4ine foundered ia their feet ; but tbea thqr woe 
' £ fold 
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foldt and vied fo tU kind of drudgcfj, till thej 
died} after which their ikins were ftnpptd, and 
ibid for what they were worth, and their bodiet 
left to be devoured by dogs and birds of prey. Bac 
the common race of hor(es had not fo good fortune 
being kept by farmers and carriers and other mean 
people who put them to great labour^ and fed them 
worfc I dcfcribed, as well as I could» our way of 
riding; the (liape and ufe of a bridle, a faddie^.a 
ipur, and a whip; of harnefs and wheelv I ad- 
ded, diat we faliened plates of a certain banl fub« 
fiance« called iron, at the bottom of their feet, to 
fHneferre their hoofs from being broken by the do- 
Ay waySt on which we often travelled. 

My maAer, after ibme expreffions of great in- 
dignation, wondered how we dared to venture upon 
a Houyhnhnm*s back ; for he was fure that the 
weakeft fervant in his houfe would be able to (bake 
off the firongefl yahso ; or by lying down, and 
rolling on his back, iquecze the brute to death. 
I anfweredf that our iiorfcs were trained up from 
/three or four years old to the fcveral ufes we in- 
tended them for ; that, if any of them proved in- 
tolerably vicious, chcy were employed for carria« 
ges; that they were feverely beaten, while they 
were young, for any mifchievous tridks ; that the 
maks defigned for the common ufe of riding or 
draught, were generally cafirated about two years 
after their birth, to take down their fpirits and 
make them more t^me and gentle ; that they were 
indeed feniible of rewards and punifhments ; but 
bis honour would pleale to confider, that they had 
BOt the leaft tinAure of reaibn, any more than the 
yAbMi in this country. 

It put me to the piins of mmy circumlocuiious 
to give my mafter a right iJon of what I fpoke ; 
for their Unguagc (ioth not abound in variety of 
words* becaulc thtir warus and paffions are fc«<^ef 
than among us. But ic if inioofllble xo ^^^\t,^% V>ft 

Vol. V. IV tw^>:>\R. 
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noble rcrcntmcnt tt our f«vage treatment of the 
Mouyhnhnm race ; particularly after I had explain- 
ed the tr.anncrr and ufe of caftrating horfcs among 
us to hinder them from propogating their kind; 
and to render them more fervile. He faid. if it 
vere poffible there could be any country, where ya- 
hoos alone were endued with reafon, they certainly 
mufl be the governing animal, becaufe rcafon will 
i^ time always prevail againft brutal ftrcngth. But 
condderJrg the frame or our bodies, and efpeciaily 
of mine, he thought no creature of equal bulk was 
lb ill contrived forxmrploying that xeafon in the 
common offices of life ; whereupon, iie .defired to 
know, whether thofe, among whom I lived, re- 
fembkd me or tlie yahoos of his country. I aflur- 
cd him, that I was as well fhaped as mod of mf 
age : but the younger and the females were much 
more Toft and tender, and the fkins of the latter 
generally as white as milk. He faid^ I difiered in- 
deed from other yalK)os, being much more dean* 
ly, and not altogether fo deformed ; but in point 
of real advantage, he thought I differed for the 
worfc. That my nails were of no ufe either to my 
fore or hinder- feet : as to my fore-feet he could not 
properly call them by that name, for he never ob« 
Icrvtd me to walk .upon them ; that they were too 
loft to bear the ground ; that I generally went with 
them uncovered, neither was the covering I fbme* 
times wore on them, of the fame {hape, orfo 
ftrong as that on my feet behind. That I could 
not walk wiih any fecurity ; for if either of my hin- 
der feet flipped, I mud inevitably fall. He then be- 
gan to find fault with other parts of my body ; the 
flatnefs of my face, the prominence of mynofe^. 
mine eyes placed directly in front, fb that I could not 
look on either fide without turning my head ; that 
I was not able to feed myfelf without lifting one of 
my fore-febt to my mouth ; and therefore nature 
had p)ac£d tbofe joints to anfwer that oeceffity 
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He knew not what could be the ufe of thofc fcvc- 
ral clefts and divifions in my feet behind ; that 
thefc were too foft to bear the bardnefs and (hirp- 
neis of ftoneSy without a covering made from the 
ft:in of fomc oth«r brute; that my whole body 
wanted a fence againft heat and cold, which I wjh 
forced to put on and off every day with tcJioufnofs 
and trouble. And hftJy, that he obferved every 
animal in thb country naturally to abhor the ya- 
booSt whom che weaker avoided, and the ftrongti* 
drove from them. So that, fuppofing us to have 
the gift of reafon, he could not fee how it were 
poiBble to cure that natural antipathy, which eve- 
ry creature difcovercd againft us ; nor confequent- 
ly how Wc could tame and render them ferviccable. 
However, he would, as he faid, debate the matter 
BO farther, becaufe he was more defirous to know 
my own ftory, the country where I was born, and 
the fcveral aftions and events of my life before I 
came hither. 

I aflured him, how extremely defirous Lwas, 
that he fhould be iatlsfied in every point ; buc I 
doubted much, whether it would be pofUble for 
me to explain my felt on fcveral fubje^ts, whereof 
his honour could have no conception ; becaufe I 
fatw nothing in his country, to which 1 could re- 
femble them. That however I would do my beft, 
and ftrivc to exprefs myfclf bv fimihtudes. humbly- 
deiiring his afiidance, when I wanted proper 
words ; which h^ was pteafed to promife me. 

I faid, my birth was of honeft parents, in ati 
ifland called England, which was remote from his 
country as many days journey, as the ftronged of 
his honour's fervants could travel in the animal 
courfe of the fun : That I was bred a {\iv?c.m\^ 
whofe trade it is to cure wounds and hurts i:i the 
body gotten by accident or violence : That my 
country was governed by a female man, whom wc 
called Queen : That I left it to get ricU^^, Hi>a!«a* 
R 2. "^ 
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toeing it into order as well as I can, without anv 
regard to time or other circuxnftances, while I 
Ari^tly adhere to truth. My only concern is, that 
I ihall hardly be able to do juflice to my maker's 
arguments and expreffions, which muft needs fufier 
by my want of capacity, as well asf by a tranflatioa 
into our barbarous Englifh. 

In obedience there tore to his honour's com- 
mands, 1 related to him the revolution under the 
Prince of Orange ; the long war with France eor 
tered into by the faid Prince, and renewed by his 
fucveiFor the prefent Queen, wherein the greateft 
powers of Chridendom were cpgaged, and which 
ft. 11 continued: 1 computed, at his requeft, that 
about a million of yahoos might have been killed in 
the whoie progrefs of it ; and perhaps a hundred 
or more cities taken, and five times as many (hips 
burnt or funk. 

He a(ked me, what were the ufual caufes or mo* 
tives that made one country go to war with ano- 
ther I anfwered they were innumerable ; but I 
ihould only meiuion a few of the chief. Some* 
times the ambition of princes, who never thipk 
they have land or people enough to govern. Some- 
times the corruption c f minifters, who engage their 
mafter in a war, in order to ftifle or divert the cla- 
mour of the fubje£ts againft their evil adminiftra- 
tion. Difference in opinions hath coft many mil- 
Uons of lives : for ioftance, whether Jieft) be ireadf 
•r ifread be Jlejh ; whether the juice of a certain 
herry be Ucod or whe * ; whether whirling be a 
irice or a virtue f ; whether it be better to Jtijs a 
foji^ or throw it into the fire % ; what b the beft 
colour for a coat^ whether blacky white ^ red^ or 
grey: and whether it (hould be long ovjhort^ nor* 
rsw or widcy dirty or clean^ with many more **. 

* TnnfubftantiAtion. f Qhiirch-inilfic. t K*^i^S > crofa. 
** The colour and make of f^crcd vefimcats, and different Ofw 
^cs of Popiib eccltfiaftic8. 

Neldicr 
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Neither are anj wan fo furious and bloodr, or of 
fo lon^ cootiouaocc, as thofe occafioned uj diffe* 
rence m opinioD, efpecially if it be in thbgs iiidif« 
fereac. 

Sometimes the quarrel betn^en two winces is to 
decide, which of them (hall difpoileis a third of 
his dominions, where neither of them pretend to 
any right. Sometimes one prince quarrelleth with 
another, for fear the- other (hould quarrel with 
him. Sometimes a war b entered upon becaufe 
the enemy is xoojirong \ and fometimes becaufe he 
is too weak. Sometimes our neighbours want the 
things which we havit or havi the things which 
^tu)ant\ and we both fight, till they take ours, ^ 
or give us theirs. It is a very juAifiable cauie of a^ 
war, to invade a country after the people have 
been wafted by famine, deftroyed by peftilence, or 
embroiled by faAions among themfelves. It is 
Juftifiable to enter into a war againft our neareft 
ally, when one of his. towns lies convenient for us^ 
or a territory of lana, that would render our do- 
tninions round and compaA. If a prince fends 
forces into a nation, where the people are poor 
and ignorant, he may lawfully put the naif of them 
to death, and make ilaves of the reft, in order to 
civilize and reduce them from their barbarous way 
of living. It is a very kingly, honourable, and 
frequent pra£kice, when one prince deiires the af- 
fiftance of another to fecure him againft an inva* 
fion, that the afliftant, when he hath driven out 
the invader, ihould feize on the dominions himfelf« 
and kill, imprifon, or banifti the prince he came 
to relieve. Alliance by blood, or marriage, is a 
frequent caufe of war between princes; and the 
nearer the kindred is, the greater is their difpofiti^ 
on to quarrel : poor nations are hungry, and rich 
nations are proud : and pride and hunger will ever 
be at variance. For thefc reafons the trade of a 
Joldier is held the moft boopurable of all othet« % 
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becaufi: a /oUsir is a yMJko hired to kill io QfM 
blood as many of bis owo fpeqies, who liav$ never 
cfieodfld him, as ^oE&blf he can. 

There b^ iikewife a kind of beggarly princ(9 ifl; 
Eunope, not able to make war by thcipfcWea» who 
hire one their troops to richer nationf , for fg much 
a day to each man; of which th(y ke^p ibr^* 
fourths to themfeWes, aod it is the beft part of 
their maintenance ; fueh are ihofe in maoy.iMr/i^ii< 
parts of Europe. 

What you have told mc (faid my mafter) yppa- 
the fubje^ of war, doea indeed dikover moft ad- 
mirably the effc&M of thai reaibo you pretend to s 
however it is happy that the fiam^ l» greater tiHm 
the {/anger I and th^t nature ba(b left you.ytterfy^ 
incapable jof doing much miiehief^ For, your 
mouths lying flat with your faces* you can hardly 
bite each other to any purpofe, unleia by copfept. 
Then as to the cUws upon your feet before and be^- 
hind, they are fo fhort and teiider» thai pnp ojE^ 
owe yahoos would drive a doaen of youra bofore 
him. And thertfore in recounting the numbers 
of thofe who have been killed in battle, J cdnnpf 
but think you h'i^c fgid the thing luhich is nut. 

I could not forbear Oiaking my head, and ftnilinf 
ei little Sit his ignorance. And being oo ^tm^f 
to the art of war, I gave him a defcriptioA of icaR# 
none, culverins, muiquiSts, carabiaest piftolss bul- 
lets, powder, fwords, /bayonets, baules, 1kgt§f 
Mcreats, attacks, andermines, couotevfnioi9l» boA'- 
bardmcnts, fea'fight5, ibips funk with a tbopfind 
men, twenty thoufand kiUedoo «9ch fide» dyittf 
groaQs, limbsflying in the air, fmoke, noife, i:oAr 
fu/ion, trampling to death under hor(b feet s 
^ight, purfuic, vid:ojry ; .fiel(}s fiicwed with earea- 
(«s, left for fbcKl to dogs and wolves« aad birds of 
prey; plundering, ftitpping, rayifliipg, burning 
and deiiroying. And to fee forth the valour cSF 
Hiy owa dear Cfijttiitiryincn> laflbrod bis^t that I 
^ . had 
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htd ken tbem hlovr up a hundred enemies at once 
m a iiege, and as many in a (hip ; and beheld the 
dead bodies drop down in pieces from the clouds^ 
to the great diverfion of the i'pc^iarors ♦. 

I wai going on to more particulars, when my 
inader commanded me filence. He faid, whoever 
uoderflood the nature of yahoos, might eafily be* 
fieve it poffit^ for fo vile an animal to be capable 
of every aAion I had named, if their ftrength and 
canning emailed their maliccr But as my difcourfe 
had tocreafed his abhorrence of the whole fpecies, 
ib he fowid it gave him a difturbance in his mind» 
to which he was wholly a ftranger before. He 
thought his ears, being ufed to inch abomitiaUe 
words, nright by degrees admit them fnth lefs de* 
leAation. That although he hated the yahoos of 
tiiis country, yet he do more blamed them for 
their odious qualities, than he did a gnnayh (a bird 
of prey) for its cruelty, or a (harp ftone for cut- 
ting his hoof. But when a creature, pretending 
CO reaibir, oottld be capable of (uch enormities, he 
dreaded, left the corruption of that faculty might 
be worfe than brutality itfelf. He feemed therefore 
coiufidexit, that, inftead of reafon, we were oniy 

* It would perhaps be impoflible, by the moft laboured argvment 
•r forcible eloquence, to (hew the abfurd injuflice aod horrid crvilty 
•f wftr fo effe^vally, as by this fimyle cxtdbition of them in a new 
It^ht. With war, including every ipccies of iniquity and every »t% 
or^eftru^on, we become familiar by degrees, uiidcr rpecioqc term% 
winch are fe!dom examined, becaufe they are learned at an age, ia 
wliich the mind implicitly receives and retainc whatcvor is impreft. 
Thul it liap pms, thAt when one man murders another to gratify hit 
lu(^, we ihudder j but when one nnn murders a miiiion to gratiftf 
his vanity, we approve and we admire, We envy and we applaud. 
If, wheil this and the preceding pages are read, we difcover willt 
ailoniibmeot, that, when the iam< events have occiirre'd in hiftocy, 
we felt no emotion, a;id acquiefced in wars which we could pot buC 
know to have been commenced for fuch caufe.*, and carried on by 
fuch means; let not him be ccnfored for two much debiiing hie 
ipecies, who has contributed to their felicity and prefvzrvatton^ hf 
(Gripping off the veil of cuRom an J ptejudice, and hoUing up, in their 
native deietoity, the vices by which they become wretched, and the 
• rts by which they are deiirojed« 
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poflefled of fome qualiry fitted to increafeour na^ 
tural vices ; as the reflection from a troubled ftream 
returns the icna^e of an ill (hapen body^ not only 
larger but more diftorted. 

He added, that he had heard too much upon the 
fubjeA of war, both in this, and ibme former dif- 
courfes. There was another point, which a little 
perplexed him at prefent. I had informed him, that 
fome of our crew left their country on account of 
being ruioed by law ; that I had already explained 
the meaning of the word ; but he was at a lofi how 
it fhould come to pafs, that the kw, which was in** 
tended for every man's prefervation> fliould be any 
man's ruin. Therefore he defired to be farther fatis* 
fifd what I meant by law, and the difpenfers there- 
of, according to the prefent praAice in my owa 
country : becaufe he thought nature and reafon 
were fufficient guides for a reafonable animal, at 
we pretend to be, in (hewing us what we ought tQ 
do, and what^to avoid. 

1 aflured his honour, that law was a fcience* in 
which I had not much converfed, further than by 
employing advocates in vain upon fome injufticer 
that had been done me ; however I would give him 
all che fatisfaAion I was able. 

I (aid, there was a ibciety of men among us bred 
up from their youth in the art of proving,, by words 
multiplied for the purpofe, that white is black, and- 
hlack is white, according as they are paid *. To 
thi&(bciety ail the reft of the people are (laves. For 
example, if my neighbour hath a mind to my cow» 
be hires a lawyer to prove that he ought to have my 
cow from me. I muft then hire another to defena 
my right ; it being againft all rules of law, that any 
man fhould be aUbwed to (peak for himfelf. Now 
in this cafe I, who am the right owner,- lie under 
two great difadvantages^; (irft, my lawyer, being 

• Ai in every caiife ceunci)^ are feed on both fides, it cannot be pi«- 
teaded, that this accottat is mack cxaggeiacedr 

praAifed 
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EraAifed almoft from Us cradle in defending falfe- 
cod, is quite out of hit element » wlien he would be 
an advocate for juftice, whicii is an unnatural of- 
fice, he always attempts with great aukwardnefsi if 
not with ill-will. The fecond difadvantage is, that 
mj lawyer muft proceed with p;reat caution, or cMe 
he will be reprimanded by the judges, and abhorred 
by his brethreni as one that would leiTen the prac« 
tice of the law. And therefore I have but two 
methods to preferye iny cow. The firft is, to gain 
over my adverfary's lawyer with a double fee ; who 
will then betray his client, i^ infinuating -that he 
liath juftice on his fide. The fecond way is, for my 
lawyer to make my caufe appear as unjuft as he 
can, by allowing the cow to belong to my adverfa- 
rf \ and this, if it be (kilfully done, will certainly 
befpeak the favour of the bench. Now your ho- 
nour is to know, that thefe judges are perfons ap* 
pointed to decid&i all controverfic^ of property, at 
well as for the trial of criminals, and picked out 
from the moft dexterous lawyers who are grown 
old or lazy ; and having been byailed all their lives 
.againft truth and equity, lie under fuch a fatal ne- 
ceflity of favouring fraud, perjury, and nppreflion, 
that 1 have known fome of them -refufc a large 
bribe from the fide where juflice lay, rather than 
^injure the faculty, by doing any thing unbecoming 
.'their nature or their ofHce. 

It is a maxim among thefe lawyers, chat whatever 
hath been done before, may legally be done again ; 
and therefore they t.ike (pecial care to record alt 
rhe decifiotis formerly made againft common juOice, 
and the general reafon of n^ankind. Thefe, under 
the name o^ precedents^ they produce as authoriti( s 
to juflify 'the moft iniquitous opinions, and the , 
judges never fail of diredVmg accordingly. 

In pleadinc, they ftuciioufly avoid entering into 
the merits of the caufe ; but are loud, violent, and 
tedious, in dwelling upon all circ\imftAwcc% vi'tixOcw 
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tre not to the purpofe. For iaftancc, ki tt&e cafe, 
slreadj mentioned : they never defirc to know wh^t 
claim or title my adverfaiy hach to my cow ; but 
whether the cow were red or black ; her horns long 
or (hort ; whether the field I graze hcran be round 
or fquare ;' whether (he was milked at home or a- 
broad; what diieafes (he is fobjcA to, and the 
like ; after whkh they confult precedents, adjourn 
the cauie from time to titne, anid in tcn» twenty, or 
thirty years come to an KTue. 

It is likewife to be oUerved, that this fociety hath 
a peculiar cant and jareon of their own» that no 
other mortal can underftand, and wherein all their 
laws are written, which they take fpecial care to 
multi{Jy; whereby they have wholly confounded 
the very ef&nce or truth and falihood, of right and 
wrong ; fo that it will take thirty years to decide^ 
whether the field left me bymy aoceftora for &^ 
generations, belong to me or to a ftraoger three 
Hundred miles off. 

In the trial of perfons accufed for crimes again ft 
the fidte, the method is much more ihort and com* 
mendabie : the judge firfl fends to found the difpo* 
fition of tbofe in power, after which he can eafily 
hang or (ave a criminal, (Iridlly prcferving all the 
due forms of law. 

Here my niafler intcrpdfing, faid it was a pity, 
that creatures endued wiih fuch prodigious abilities 
of mind, as thefe lawyers, by the defcription 1 gave 
of them, rn«ft certainly be, were not rather encou- 
raged to be inftruftois of others in wifdom and 
knowledge. In an Twer to which I aflured his ho^ 
nour, that, in all points out of their own rrade« 
ihey were ufually the mofl ignorant and flupid ge^ 
reFation among us, the mod defpicable in common 
converfation, avowed enemies to all knowledge and 
learning, and equally difpofed to pervert the gene- 
ral real on of mankind in every other fubjc^ of 
difcourfe as in that of their own profe(Son. 

I CHAP. 
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CHAP, VI. 

jf continuation of the ftate rf England under ^fien 
Anne. 7 he character of a firft minifter of fiat e in* 
European courts. 

MY mafter was yet wholly at a lofs to under- 
ftand, what motives could incite this race of 
lawyers to perplex, difquiet, and weary tbemfelves^ 
and engage in a confederacy of injuftice, merely for 
the fake of injuring their fellow animals; oeither 
could he comprehend what I meant in faying, they 
did it for hire. Whereupon I was at much pains 
to defcrilpe tq him the ufe of money, the materials 
it was made of, and the value of the metals; that 
when a yahoo had got a great Oore of this precious 
fubflence, he was able to purchafe whatever he had 
a mind to. the fineft clothing, the noblefl; houfes, 
great tracts of land, the moft coftly meats ancl 
drinks ; and have his choice of the mod beautiful 
females. '^I^frcfpre, ^ncc money, ^lone was able 
to perform all thefe feats, our yahoos though they 
could never have enough of it to fpend, or to fave» 
as they found themfelves inclined from their natu- 
ral bent either to profulion or avarice. That the 
rich man enjoyed the fruit of the poor man's la- 
bour, and the latter were a thoufand to one in pro- 
portion to t}ie former. That the bulk of our peo- 
ple were forced to live miferably, by labouring every 
day for fmall wages, to make a few live plenti-. 
fully. I enlarged myielf much on thefe and many 
other particulars to the fame purpofe : but bis ho- 
nour was flill to feek.; for he went upon a fuppo- 
iition, that all animals had a title to their (hare in 
the production of the earth, and cfv^^va2is ^^^^ 
VoL.V. S ^Vo 
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who prefidcd over the reft. Therefore he deGred 
I would let him know, what thefe coftly meat$ 
were, and how any of us happened to want them.- 
Whereupon I enumerated as. many forts as came 
into my head, with the various tnethods of drcffing 
tin m, which could not be done without fending 
vefTcrls by fca to' every part of the world, as well for 
liquors to drink, as for fauces, and innumerable 
other conveniences 1 afibred him that this whole 
globe of earth muft be at leaft three times gone 
round, before one of our better female yahoos 
could get her breakfaft, or a cup to put it in. He 
fiid that mull nc(ds be a miferablc country, which 
cannot furniih food for its own inhabitants. But 
what he chiefly wondered at was, how fuch vaft 
tra As of ground, as I defcribed, fhould be wholly 
without frefh water, and the people piK to the ne- 
ccffity of fending over the fea for drink. I repHed, 
that England (the dear place of my nativity,) was 
computed to produce three times the quantity of 
food, mure than its inhabitants are able to confume, 
as well as liquors extrafled from grain, or preflcd 
out of the fruit of certain trees, which made esfcel- 
knt drink ; and the fame proportion in every other' 
convenience of life. But in order to feed the lux- 
ury and intemperance of the males, and the vanity 
of the females, we fent away the greatcft part of 
our neccfl-iry things to other countries, from 
whence we in return brought the materials of dif- 
eafes, folly, and vice, to fpend among ourfelves. 
Hence it follows of neceflity, that i^aft numbers of 
our people are compelled to feek their Kvdihood by 
begging, robbing, ftea'ing, cheating, pimping, Sflat- 
tering, fuborning, forfwearing, forging, gaming, 
lying, fawning*, hectoring, voting, icribling, ftar* 
gazing, poifoning, whoring, canting, libelling, 
free-thinking, and the like occupations : every oik 
of which terms I was ax much ^pains ti> make him 

j^iiwderflanci. 

■t That 
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That wine was not imported among us from fo- 
reign countries to fupply the want of water, or 
otht:r drinks, but becaufe it was a fort of liquid 
which made us merry, by putting us out of our 
fenfes, diverted all melancholy thoughts, begat wild- 
extravagant imaginations in the brain« raiied our 
hopes, and banifhcd our fears; furpended every 
oHicc of reaf'on for a time, and deprived us of the 
ui'e of our limbs, till we fell into a profound deep : 
although it mud be confefled, that we always awa- 
ked fick and dispirited ; and that the ufe of thif 
liquor filled us with difeafes, which made our lives 
uncomfortable and fliort *. 

But befides all this, the bulk of our people fup- 
ported themfelves by furnifhing the neceffities or 
convenieocies of life to the rich, and to each other. - 
For in (lance, when I am at home, and drciled as I 
ought to be, I carry on my body the workmanihip of 
an hundred tradeunen j the building and furniture 
of my houfe employ as many more, and five times 
the number ta adorn my wile. 

I was going on to tell him of anotherfort of peo- 
ple, who get their livelihood by attending the iick, 
having upon ibme occafions informed his honour, 
that many of my crew had died of difeafes. Bur 
here it was with the utmoft difficulty, that I brought 
him to apprehend what I meant. He could eaiily 
conceive, that a Houyhnhnm grew weak and heavy 
*a few days before his deaths or by fome accident 
might hurt a limb : but that Nature, who works 
all things to perfection, iliould fuffer any pains to 
breed in our bodies, he thought impoflible, and 
deGred to know the reafon of io unaccountable an 
evil. 1 told him, we fed on a thoufand things, 
which operated contrary to each other ; that we eat 
when we were not hungry, and drank without the 

• This account excites ideas of drunkennefs, very different froin 
th'>fe which are conceived under the terms by which ic it generally 
expreHed, ■ 

S 1 ^tCiN^C^.'\^'CWv 
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proTocation of thirft; that w6 fat whole nights 
drinking flrong liquors without eating a bit, which 
difpofed us to lloth, inflamed our bodies, and pre- 
cipitated or prevented dige(\ion. That prollitute 
female yahoos acquired a certain (nalady, which 
bred rottennefs in the bones of thoie who fell into 
their embraces ; that this and many other difeafes 
were propagated from father to fbn ; fo that great 
numbers come into the world with complicated ma* 
ladies upon them : that it would be endlefs to give 
bim a catalogue of all difeafes incident to human 
bodies ; for they could not be fewer than five or fix 
hundred fpead over every limb and joint ; in fhort, 
every part, external and inteftine, having difeafes 
appropriated to itfelf» To remedy which there was 
a fort of people bred up among us in the profeffion, 
or pretence, of curing the fick. And becaufe I had 
fome ikill in the faculty, I would, in gratitude to 
his honour, let him know the whole myAery and 
method, by which they proceed. 

Their fundamental is, that all difeafes arife from 
repletion ; from whence they conclude, that a great 
evacuation of the body is necefifary either chrough 
the iratural pafifage, or upwards at the mouth. 
Their next bulincft is from herbs, minerals, gums, 
oil?, fhells, falts, juices, fea^weed, excrements^ 
barks of trees, ferpents, toads, frogs, fpiders, dead 
mens flefh and bones, birds, beafts, and fi(hes, to 
form a compofition for fmell and tade the mod 
abominable, naufeous, and deteftable, they can 
pofEbly contrive, which the ftomach immediately 
rejedts with loathing ; and this they call a vomit t 
or clfe from the fame ftore-houfc, with fome other 
poifonous additions, they command us to take in 
at the orifice above or below (juft as the phyfician 
then happens to be difpofed,) a medicine equally 
annoying and difguftful to the bowels ; which, re- 
laxing the belly, drives down aU before it ; and this 
the;^ call a purge or a cfy^er. For Nature (as the 

phyficiaos. 
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phyiicians allddge,) having intended the foperior 
anterior orifice only for the iocromiflioa of foiids 
and liquids, and the inferior poflerior for eje£tioo ; 
thefe artifts ingeniouflj confiderin^ that in all dif* 
eafes Natare is forced out of her leat» therefore to 
replace her in it, the body mud be treated in a 
manner dire^ly contrary, by interchanging the ufa 
of each orifice ; forcing foiids and liquids in at the 
anufy and making evacuations at the mouth. 

But befidts rsal difeafes, we are fobjeA to many 
that are only imaginary, for which the phyficians 
have invented imaginary cures: theie have their fe- 
veral names, and lb have the druss that are proper 
for them ; and with thefe our ^male yahoos arc 
always infeftcd. 

One great excellency^ m this tribe is their fkill at 
prognotUcs, wherein they feldom fail ; their pre- 
difttons in real difeafes, when they rife to any de* 
gree of malignity, generally portending death* ■ 
which is always in their power, when recovery it 
not : and therefore, upon any unexpe^d figns of 
amendment after they have pronounced their fen* 
tence, rather than be accufed for faife prophets^ 
they know how to approve their (agacity to the 
world by a feafonable dole. 

They are likewife of Special ufe to hufbands and 
v^ives, who are grown weary of their mates : to el* 
ded Tons, to gre&t minifters of ftaie, and often «to - 
princes. 

I had formerly upon occafioa difcourfed with ray 
mader upon the natnre of government in general, 
and particularly of our own cxcelleot conftitution, * 
defervedly the wonder and envy of the whol6 
world. But having here accidentally mentioned a 
xninider of ftate, he commanded me fome time af« 
ter to inform him, what fpecies of yahoo I particu* 
iarly meant %y that appeliation. 

I told him, that a f\vi\ or chief minifter of ftate, 
who was the perfon I intendod to deicribe, was a «. 
S 3 ccca.w:c 
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creature wholly exempt from joy and grief, love 
aiKl hatred, pity and anger ; at lead makes ufe of 
no other piffions, but a violent dcfire of wealth, 
power, and titles ; that he applies his words to all 
ufes, except to the indication of his mind ; that he 
never tells a truth but with an intent that you 
fhould take it for a lie •, nor a lie, but with a defign 
that you (hould take it for a truth ; that thofe he 
fpeaks worft of behind their backs, are in the furefi 
way of preferment; and whenever he begins to 
praife yOu to others, or to yourfelf, you are from 
that day forlorn. 1 he worft mark you can receive 
18 a promife, efpecially when it is confirmed with 
an oath i after which every wife man retires, and 
gives over all hopes. 

There are three methods, by which a man may 
rife to be chief minifter. The firft is» by knowing 
how with prudence to difpofe of a wife, a daugh- 
ter, or a iifter ; the fecond, by betraying or under- . 
mining his predecciTor; and the third is, by a furious 
zeal in public afll mblies againfl the corruptions of the 
court. But a wife priace would rather choofe to em- 
ploy thofe, who pra£life the lafl of thefe methods ; 
becauie fuch zealots prove always the moft obfequi* 
ous and fubfervient lo the will and paffions of their 
mader. 'f hat thefe minifters, having all employ- 
ments at their difpofal, preferve themfelves in 
power, by bribing the majority of a fenate or great 
council ; and at \k(i by an expedient, called an a£i 
of indemnity t (whereof I defcribed the nature to 
liim,) they fecure themfelves from after>reckon« 
ings, and retire from the public, laden with the 
fpoils of the nation* 

The palace of a chief miniiler is a feminary to 
breed up others in his own trade : the pages, lac* 
quies,: and porter, by imitating their mailer^ become 
minifters of ftate in their feveral diAriQs, and learn 
to excel in the three principal ingredients, of info- 
lencc, lying, and bribery. Accordingly they have 
r aTubal^ero 
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a fubaltern court paid to them by perfons of the 
bcft rank ; and fometimes, by the force of dexterity 
and impudence, arrive, through feveral gradations, 
to be fucceilbr to their lord. 

He is ufually governed by a decayed wench, or 
favourite footman, who are the funnels through 
which all graces are conveyed, and may properly 
be called, in the \z{k refort, the governors or the 
kingdom. One day in difcourfe, my ma^er having 
heard me mention the nobility of my country, was 
pleafed to make me a compliment, which I could 
not pretend to deferve : that ht was fure I muft 
have been born of fome noble family, becaufe I far 
exceeded in fhape, colour, and cleanlioefs, all the 
yahoos of ^his nation, ahhough I feemed to fail ia 
Arength and agility, which muft be imputed to mf 
different way of living from thofe other brutes ; and 
befides I was not only endued with the faculty of 
fpeech, butlikewife with fome rudiments of reafoo, 
to a degree, that with all his acquaintance I pafTed 
for a prodigy. • 

. He made me obferve, that among the Houyh- 
nhnms, the white, the forrel, and the iron grey, 
were not fo exactly fliaped as the bay, the dapple 
grey, and the black ; nor born with equal talents 
of mind, or a capacity to improve them ; and there- 
fore continued always in the condition of fervants, 
without ever afpiring to matth out of their own 
race, which in that country would be reckoned 
roonftr()us and unnatural. 

I made his honour my mod humble acknow- 
ledgements for the good opinion he was pleafed to 
conceive of me ; but aflured him, at (he fame time, 
that my birth was of the lower fort, having been 
born of plain honeft parents, who were juft able to 
give me a tolerable education ; that nobility among 
us was altogether a different thing from the idea he 
had of it ; that our young noblemen are bred from 
thei^ childhood in idlencfs and luxury ^ that, as 
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foon as years will permit, they confame their vi- 
gour, and contract odious difeafes among lewd fe- 
nates ; and when their fortunes are almod ruined, 
they marry fome woman of mean birth, difagreea- 
ble perfon, and unfound conftitution, merely for 
the fake of money, whom they hate and defpife. 
That the productions of fuch marriages are gene* 
rally (crophulous, rickety, or deformed children ; 
by which means the family feldom contmues above 
three generations, unlefs the wife takes care to pro- 
vide a healthy father among her neighbours or do^ 
meftics, in order to improve and continue the breed : 
That a weak difeafed body, a meagre connrenance, 
and fallow complexion, are the true marks of no- 
ble Mood ; and a healthy robuft appearance, is fo 
difgraceful in a man of quality, that the world 
concludes his real father to have been a groom, or 
a coachman. The imperfefiions of his mind run' 
parallel with thofe of his body, being a compofition 
of fpleen, dulnefs, ignorance, caprice, fenfualicy, 
and pride. 

Without the confent of this illuftrious body, no 
law can be enadled, repealed, or -altered ; and thefe 
fkobles have likewife the decifions of all our pofief- 
fions, without appeal. 

CHAP. VII. 

The author s great love of his native country^ Hh 
mafter^s obfervations upon the c^nftitutton and ad» 
miniftratim of England^ as defcribed by the author 
with parallel cafes and comparifims. His maftot's 
^fervations upon human nature, 

nPHE reader may be difpofed to wonder, how I 
^ could prevail on myielf to give a true reprefcnta- 

tion 
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tion of my own (pedes among a race of mortals, who 
are already too ape to conceive the vileQ opinion 
of human kind from that incire congruity betwixt 
me and ihe^r yahoos. But I mud freely coniefs, that 
the many virtues of thofe excclleni quadrupeds, pla- 
ced in oppoiite view to human corruptions, had fo 
far opened my eyes, and enlarged my undcrftand- 
ing, that I began to view the actions and paffions 
of man in a very difierent light ; and to think the 
honour of my own kind not worth managing j 
iivhich befides it was impofiibte for me to do before 
a perfon of (o actite a judgement as my mafter, who 
daily convinced me of a thoufand faruks in myfelf, 
Ivhereof I had not the leaft perception before, and 
wbkrh with us would never be numbered even a^ 
mong human infirmities. I had likewife learned 
from his example an utter detedation of all falfe* 
hood or difguKe ; and truth appealed fo amiable to 
me, that I determined upon facrificing every thing 
to it. 

Let me deal fo candidly with the reader as to 
confefs that there was a much ftronger motive for 
the freedom I took in my reprefentation of things. 
I had not been a year in this country, before I con* 
traded Aich a love and veneratioti for the inhabi- 
tants, that I entered on a firm r^lmion never to 
teturn to human kind, but to pkfs the reft of my 
life among thefe admirable Houyhnhnms in the 
contemplation and praftice of frveiy* virtue, where 
I could have no example or iiKitemcnt to vice, But 
it was decreed by fortune, my pcrpctiral enemy, that 
lb great a felicity fhould not fall to my ^^rt. H6w- 
cver, it is now fome comfort^O iiefleft, that, ill 
what I faid of my countrymen, I extenuated their 
faults as much as I durft before fo ftf i^l sin exami- 
ner * ftnd u'p6ti'i}^€Ty' zrKtclt 'gti^c Us'fai/ckirMtZ 
turn as the matter would bear. For indeed who is 
there alive, that will not be Twayed by his byafs and 
partiality to the place of his birth. 



W*^^ 
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I have related the fubdance of feveral converfa- 
tions I had wiih my maAer, during the greateft 
part of the time I had the honour to be in his fer-^ 
vice ; but have indeed, for brevity's fake, omitted 
much more than is here fet down. 

When I had anfwered all his queQions, and his 
curiofity feemed to be fully fatisfied, he fent for me 
one morning early, and commanding me to (it down 
at fome didance (an honour which he had never be- 
fore conferred upon n)c), he faid, he had been very 
fcriouflyconiidering my whole (lory, fo far as it re- 
lated both ro myielt and country : that he looked 
upon us as a tort of animals, to whofe fiiare, by 
what accident he could not conjecture, fome fmall 
pittance of reafon had fallen, whereof we made no 
other ufe, than by its af&flance to aggravate our na^ 
/i/r^/ coiruptions, and to acquire new ones, which^ 
nature had not given us : that wedifarmed ourfelves 
of the few abilities (he had beftowed ; had been 
very fucccfsful in multiplying our original wants,, 
and feemed to fpend our whole lives in vain endea* 
vours to iupply them by our own inventions. That 
as to myfelf it was manifed, 1 had neither the 
ilrength or agility of a common j/dE^a; that Iwalk* 
ed infirmly pn my hinder feet; had found out a 
contrivance to make my claws of no ufo or defence, 
and to remove the hair from my chin, which was 
intended as a (belter from the fun and the weather. 
Laflly, That I could neither run with fpeed, nor 
climb trees like -xi^ brethren (as he called them), the 
yahoos in this country. 

That our inftitutions o^ government and £aw were 
plainly owing to our grois dcfcflts m nafon^ and by 
confequence in virtue ; becauie reafon alone is faf- 
ficient to govern a rational creature; which was 
therefore a charadter we had no pretence to chal- 
)epge, even from the. account I had given of my 
own people : although hemanifeftly perceived, that 
in order to favour them> I had concealed maoy 

particulars 
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particulars, and often Jaid the thing which was not. 
He wsrs the more confirmed in this opinion be* 
caufe he obferved, that as 1 agreed in every feature 
of my body with other ;'^*w, except Where it was 
to my real difadvantage, in point or Arength, fpecd 
and aAivity, the fboi-tnefs of my claws, and iome 
other particulars where nature had no part ; fo from 
the reprefcntation I had given him of our Uves, our 
manners, and our actions, he found as near a refem- 
blance in the difpoiition of our minds. He faid 
the yahoos were known to hate one another, more 
than they did any difFerent fpecies of animals ; and 
the reafon uiually affigned was, the odioufnefs of 
their own ihapes, which all could fee in the reft but 
not in themfelves. He had therefore begun to 
think it not unwife in us to cover our bodies, and 
by that invention conceal many of our deformities 
from each other, which would eHebe hardly lup* 
portable. But he now found he had been mif- 
taken, and that the diflenffions of thofe brutes 
in his country were owing to the fame caufe 
with ours, as 1 had defcribed them. For if (faid 
he) you throw among five yahoos as much food as 
would be fufiicient for fifty, they will, inftcad of 
eating peaceably, fall together by the ears, each fin- 
gle one impatient to have dll to itfelf\ and therefore 
a fervant was ufually employed to ftand by while 
they were feeding abroad, and thofe kept at home 
were tied at a diftance from each other \ that if a 
cow died of age or accident, before a Houyhnhnm 
could fecure it for his owi\ yahoos^ thofe in the neigh- 
bourhood would come in herds to feize it, and then 
would enfue fuch a battle as I had defcribed, with 
terrible wounds made by their claws on both fides, 
although they feldom were able to kill one another 
for want of fuch convenient inftruments of death 
as we had invented. At other times the like bac- 
' ties have been fought between the ^^z^^^i of fevcral 
neighbourhoods without any vifible caufe \ vVxo^^ vi^^ 
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one diftriA watching all opportonities to furprife the 
next, before they are prepared But if they find 
their projeA hath mifcarried, they return home, 
and, for want.of . enecaies, engage in what I call a 
civil war among themfelves. 

That in fome fields of his country there arc ccr« 
%zm Jhining Jlones of fcvcral colours, whereof the 
jaboQs are violently fond ; and when part of tbefe 
ftonos is fixed in the earth, as it fometimes happen- 
cth, they, will dig with their claws for whole days to 
get them out ; then carry them away and hide them 
by heaps in their kennels ; but fttll looking round with 
great caution, for fear their comrades fhould find out 
their treafure. My mafter faid^ he could never 
difcover the reafon of this unnai:iiral appetite, or 
how thefe ftones could be of any ufe to a yahoo ; 
but now he believed it might proceed from the fame 
principle of avarice, which 1 had afcribed to man- 
kind : that he had once, by. wa^ of experiment, 
privately removed a heap of thefe ftones from the 
place where one of his j/oi^^ox had buried it; where- 
vpon the fordid animal, miffing his treafure, by his 
loud lamenting brought the whole herd to the place, 
there miferably howled, then fell to biting and tear- 
ing the reft ; began to pine ayray^ would neither qat, 
nor deep, nor work, till he ordered a fervant pri- 
vately to convey the Jlones into the fame hole, and 
hide them as before ; which when his yahco had 
found, he prefently recovered his fpirits, and good 
hu^nour, but took care to remove them to a better 
hiding- place, and hath ever fince been a very fer- 
vicp^ble brute* . . 

My mafter farther afiured me, which I alfo ob- 
ferved mylelf, that in the fields where the Jbining 
fiones abound, the fierceft and moft frequent batilcs 
are fought, occafioned by perpetual inroads of the 
neighbouring yahoos. 

• Nothing can be fa id to make avarice a greater reproach to nian- 
kiud, ezcft tbat it ir-a vice which this def^riptioa wiU not cire. 

2 He 
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He fakl, it was coaunoa, when two yahoos diCco* 
ytrcd fuch 9ift9ne io a field, and were concendiog 
which of them .fhouid bethe propiietor, a third 
would take the advantage, and carry it away from 
them both ; which my mafter would needs contend 
to have fome kind of refemUance with ont/mts ai 
A$w ; wherein 1 thought it for our credit not to nn* 
deceive him ; fince the decifion he mentioned waa 
snoch more equitable than many degrees among ns i 
becaufe the plaintiff and defendant there loft no- 
ihing befide the ^oru they contended for, whereat 
our courts of equity would never have dirmiiled the 
caufe, while either of them had any thing left. 

My mafter continuing his difconrfe, laid, there 
was nothing that rendered the yahoos more odious, 
than their pndiAinguilliing appetite to devour every 
(diin^ that came in their way^ whether herbs, roots^ 
berries, the corrupted fleih of animals, or allmin- 
gled together : and it was peculiar in their temper^ 
that they were fonder of what they could gee by 
rapine or ftealch ac a greater diftance, than much 
better food provided for them at home. If their 
prey held out, they would eat till they were ready 
to burft, after which nature had pointed out ta 
them a certain rooi that gave them a general eva* 
cuation. 

There was alfo another kind of root^ ycrjjyicy, 
but fomewhat rare and difficult to be founds which 
ihe yahoos fought for with much eagernefs, and 
would fuck ic with great delight ; it produced hi 
them the fame efteAs, that wine hath upon Ui. 
Ic wosld make them fometimes hug, tod fome- 
tbnes tear one another; they would howl, and 

Shi, and chatter, and reeU and tumble, and then 
U afleep in the mud. 

I dki indeed obferve, that iheydhoot were the on* 

ly animals in this country fubje£t to any difea(es ; 

which however were much fewer than horfes have 

atfiOTtg us, and contraAed not by a^y ill treatment 

Vol. V. T ^^5m:» 
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they meet with, but by the naftbiefs and grecdinefs 
of that fordid brute. Neithec has their language 
any more than a general appeUation for thofe ma« 
ladies, wrich is borrowed front the name 'of the 
beail, and called hnea yahoa or xhtyaMs evil^ and 
the cure prefer ibed is a mixture ox their own dung 
and uriite^ forcibly put down the yabcd's throat. 
7'his I have iince often known to have been takea 
with fuccefs, and.. do here freely recommend it to 
my countrymen, for the .public-goocj} as an ad- 
mirable fpectfic againft all difeafes proiduced by re- 
pletion. 

As to learning, government, arts, manufaAure^ 
and the like, my mafVer confcfied, he could find 
Ijttlc or no refemblance -between the yahoos of that 
eountry and thofe in ours. For he only meant to 
obferve, what parity tbere was in our natures. He 
had heard indeed fome curious Houyhnhnms ob« 
ferve, that in moft herds there was a fort of ruling 
yahoj (as among us there is generally fome leading 
or principal f^ag in a park) who was always more 
deformed in body y znd mi/chUvous in d/fpofition^ than 
any of the,reft. That this /^<Kilfr had ufually a fa* 
^ourite as like iimfeif ^aa he could get, whofe env- 
ployment was to lick his iffiafier^s fest and pcfteriori^ 
and drive the female yahoos ,to his kennel"* ; for 
M^hich he was now and thco^rewardcd with a piece 
of afs's flefh. This favourite is hated by the whole 
herd ; and therefore to proteA ibimfdif keeps zl* 
\rzy% near the per fonc fins . leader, ^Hetuiually con- 
tiaues in office, tslla worfe canbe^'found; but the 
very moment. he«is difcarded, .his .fuccefibr at the- 
head of all the yahous in that diftrid^ young and 
qld, male and female, come .into a body, and dlf- 
charge their excrement upon him firom head to 
foot. But how far this might be applicable to t)ur 

* Flattery and pimping, 

i9urU 
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ceurfs and fitv^uritifs; mAmihiJitrsofJlate^ my ma-^ 
fter faid I could'beft determine. 

I durft make no return to this malicious infinu* 
ation, which debafed human underftanding below 
the fagaciryof a common hounds who hath judge- 
ment enough to dif^inguifh and follow the cry of 
the ahUft dog, in- tbt pack^ without being ever mif* 
taken. 

My mafter told me there was fome qualities vt^ 
markable in xhtyatms^ which he had not obfervedr 
0ie to mention, or at leaft very fligbtly, in the ao* 
counts 1 had given* him of human kind; he faidy 
thofe animals, like other brutes, had their females 
HI common ; but in this they differed, that the 
file yahoo would admit the male, while ihe was? 
pregnant ;. and that the hees would quarrel and 
fight with the females, as fiercely as with each o-- 
tl^r ; both with praAices were fuch degrees of in* 
famous brutality, as no other fenfatiTC creature c- . 
▼er arriTed at.- 

Another thing he wondered at in lYityahoo^ was 
their ftraoge diTpofitioo to oaftinefs and dirt;. 
wbeKas there appears to be a natural loTe of clean- 
linefs in all other animals. As to the two former 
accufations, I was glad to let tkem pafs without 
any reply, bccaufe I had not a word to ofier upon 
them in defence of my fpecies, which otherwife I- 
oertainly had done (som my own inclinations. But 
1 could have eafily vindicated human kind from 
the imputation of (ingularity upon the laft article, 
if there had been znyfmne in that country (as un- 
luckily for me there were not)^ which, although it 
may be a. fvfttUr quairupid than a yaboo^ cannot 
1 humbly conceive, in juflice,. pretend to more 
cleanlinels ;. and fo his honour himfelf mud have- 
awned, if he had fecn their filthy way of feeding, 
and their cuftom uf wallowing and ilccping in the. 
mud. 

My mafter likewife mentioned another <\aalU^N> 
T 1 >«^v;iix^ 
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which hi| fervants had difborered in fsvcral yabo^, 
and to him was wholly unaccountable. He faid, m 
Ancj would fometimei take a yai§» to retire into 
a comer, to lie down, and howi and groany and 
fpurn away all that came near him, although he 
were young and fat, wanted nehher food nor wa- 
ter ; nor did the fervants iasagine what could pof-' 
£b]y ail him. And the only remedy they found 
wai to (ec him to hard work» after which he would 
kifaliibly come to himfelf. To thia I waa filcBrr 
out of partiality to my own kind ; yet here I could 
plainly difcorer the true feeds of fpUm^ which only 
icheeth on the lazvj the luxurious and the rUbf 
who if they were forced to undergo the fame regi^ 
mtn^ I would nndiertake for tbs cure* 

His honour had farther obfcrved, that a £emato 
yalm would often Mod behind a bank or a bufli 
to gase on the young males paffiu^ by, and thea 
appear, and hide, ufing many aqtic gef^urea SBck 
grimaces, at which time it was obferFcd that fhe 
bad a moft tffenfivi finett % and when any of the 
males advanced, would (lowly retire, looking often 
back, and with % counterfeit ihetv of fear run off 
into fomc convenient place, where flie knew the 
male would follow her. 

At other timet, if a female ftranger came among 
them, three' or four of her own iex would get a« 
bout her, and ftare, and chatter, and grin, and* 
fmell her all over ; and then turn oflP, with gefturea 
that Teamed to exprefs conten^pt mbA difdain. 

Perhaps my mafter might refine a little on ^befe 
fpecul tions, which he had drawn from what he 
obfei ved himfelf, or had been told him by others » 
however I could not refleA without fome amaze- 
ment and much forow, that the rudiments of lewd' ' 
nefs, coquetry y cenfun 9ind fiandal {hou\^ have place 
by inAln^ in womankind. 

I expc6led every moment, that my mafter would 
accuic the yahoos of thofe unnatural aj^tites in 

both 



Ghap. Vill. A VoTACB to the Houthmhvms. aai 

both fexeS) To common among uf . But naturc> 
it feemt, hath not been fo expert a fchoolmiftrefi;. 
and thefe politer pleafures are entirely the produc* 
tions of art and reafon on our fide of the globe* 

CHAP. VIII. 

The author relates feviral pari'uularS'cf the yahoos/ 
The great virtues of the Houyhnhnms. The educa" 
tion and exercife of their youth. Their general af" 
fembly, 

AS I ought to have tinderftood human nature 
much better, than I fuppofed it poffible for 
tnj matter to do> fo it was eafy to apply the cha« 
jraAer he gave of the yahoos to myi'df and my 
countrymen ; and I believed, I could yet make far*- 
ther difcoveries from my own obfervation. I there** 
fore often begged ii'is honour to let me go among 
the herds of yahoos in the neighbourhood^ to which 
he always very gracioufly confented; being per- 
itOAj convinced, that the hatred I bore thefe brutes 
would never fuffer me to be corrupted by them^ 
and hia honour ordered one of his fervants, a 
ftrong forrel-nag, very hooeft and good-natured, 
to be my guard, without whofe proteAion I durft 
not undertake fuch adventures. For I have ahea* 
dy told the reader, how much I was peftered by 
thofe odious animals upon my firft arrival. And 
I afterwards failed very narrowly three or fmut 
, times of falling into their clutches, when I happen* 
ed to ilray at any diftance without my hanger. 
And 1 have reafon to believe they had fome tmag)- 
nation that I was of their own fpeoies, which I of>- 
ten affifted myfelf, by i^ripping up my fleeves, and 
Shewing my naked arms and brcaft ia ibitvc ^"^^^ 
T 3 >»Vt.Xk 
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when my protedtor was with me. At which times 
they would approach as near as they durii:, and i- 
mitate my actions after the manner of monkies, 
but ever with great (igns of hatred j as a iZTtkCJach 
daw with cap and flocking is always perfecutcd by 
the wild ones, when he happens to be got among 
the en. 

They are prodigioufly nimble from their infancy;, 
however I once caught a young mtf le of three years 
old, and endeavoured by all marks of tendernefs 
to make it quiet ; but the little imp fell a fqualling^ 
and fcratching, and biting, with fuch violence, 
that I was forced to let it go ; and it was high 
time ; for a whole troop of old ones came about 
vs at the noife ; but finding the cub was fafe (for 
away it ran), and my forrel nag being by, they 
duril not venture near us. I oblerved the young 
animaFs flefh to fniell very rank, and the ftink was 
fomewhat beyond a weafel and a fox^ but much 
snore difagreeable. I forgot another circumilance 
(and perhaps I might have the reader's pardon, if 
it were wholly omitted), that while I held the odi- 
ous vermin in my hands, it voided its filthy excre- 
ments, of a yellow liquid fubdance, all over my 
cloaths ; but by igood fortune there was a fmall 
brook hard by, where I wafhed myfelf as clean as 
I could \ although I durfl not come into my ma- 
iler's prefence, until 1 were fufficiently aired. 

By what I could difcover, the yalH)os appear to 
be the moft unteachable of all animals 7 their capa- 
cuies never reaching higher than to draw or carry 
burdens. Yet I am of opinion, this defedl arifetk 
chiefly from a perverfe, reflive difpoOtion : For^ 
.they are cunning, malicious, treacherous, and r&^fl 
vengeful. They are flrong and hardy, but of »i| 
cowardly fpirit, and by confequence infolent, ab- ' 
je£l, and cruel. It is obferved, that the red-haired 
Qi both fexes are more libidinous and mifchievous 

than . 
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than the reft, whom yet they much* exceed ia. 
firength and adivicy. 

The Houybobums keep the yahoos for prefent 
ufe in huts not far from the honle v but the re(b 
are icnt abroad to certain fields, where thoy dig up 
roots, eat feveral kinds of hevbS) andfearch about 
for carrion, or fometimes catch weafekand /uhimhu 
(a fort of wild rar), which they greedily devour. 
Nature hath taught tbein> to dig deep holes with 
their nails on the fide of a rifing ground, wherein 
they lie by themfelves ; only the kennels of the 
females are larger^ fuflicient to hold two or three 
cubs. 

They fwim from their infancy like fiogs, and are 
able to continue long under water, where they of- 
ten take fi(b, which the females carry home to their 
young. And upon this occafion I hope the reader 
will pardon my relating an odd adveniure. 

Being one day abroad with my proteAor, the 
forrel-nag, and the weather exceeding hot, I in- 
treated him to let me bathe in a river that was near. 
He confented, and I immediately (Gripped myfelf 
ftark*naked, and went down foftly into the (\ream. 
It happened that a. young female yahoo, Aanding 
behind a bank, faw the whole proceeding, and in- 
flamed by defire, as the nag and I coojeAured, came 
running wuh all fpeed, and leaped into the water 
within five yards of the place where I bathed. I 
was never in my life fo terribly frighted ; the nag 
was gazing at fome diftance, not fufpcAing any 
iiarro. bhe embraced me» after a moft fulfome 
,. manner : I roared as loud as I could, and the nag 
L .^came galloping toward!> me; whereupon ihe quit- 
W/ted her grafp with the utmoft reludiancy, and kap- 
f*vcd upon the oppofice bank, where ihe Hood gazing 
and howling all the time I was putting od my 
cloaths. 

This was a matter of diverfion to my mader and 
his family, as well as of mortifi^siuou vq tcc^^^Su 
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For pow I could no longer deoy, that I- was a real' 
va&oo in every limb and feature, fioee the females- 
had' a natural propenfity to me, as- one of their 
own fpecies : neither was the hair of this brute of 
a red colour (which might have been (bme ezcufe 
for an appetite at little irregular), but black as a< 
Coe. and her countenance did not make «>n appear- 
ance altogether fo hideous as the reft of her kind ;• 
for, I think, (he could not be abov& eleven years 
old. 

Having lived thre« years in this country, the 
reader. I fuppofe, will exped, that I (hould, like 
other travellers, give him fome account of the man- 
ners and cuftomr of its inhabitants, which it waS' 
indeed my principal ftudy to learn. 

As thefe noble Houyhnhnms are endued by na- 
ture with a general difpofition to all virtues, aod 
have no conceptions or ideas of what is evil in a ra- 
tional creature ; fo their grand maxim is, to culti- 
vate reafon, and to be wholly governed by it. Nei- 
ther is reafon among them a point problematical, 
as with us, where men can argue with plaufibility 
on both fides of a queftion ; but ftrikes you with 
immediate convi^ion ; as it muft needs do, where 
it is not mingled, obfcurcd, or difcoloured, by 
palBiOo and intcreft. J remember it was with ex- 
treme difficulty, that I could bring my mailer to- 
underftand the meaning of (he word opinion^ or 
how a point could be difputable ; becaufe reafon 
taught us to affirm or deny only where we are cer- 
tain ; and beyond our knowledge we cannot do er* 
ther: So that controverfies, wranglings, difputes, 
and pofitivenefs, in falfe or dubious propofitionSy > 
are evils unknowij among the Houyhnhnms. la^ 
the like manner, when I ufed to explain to him our 
feveral fyftems of natural philofophy, he would 
laugh, that a creature pretending to reafon, fhould 
value itielf upon the knowledge of other people's 
lures, and in things where that knowledge. 
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if ic were cetuioy could be of no ufe : wherein be 
ggrced eotirelj wiih the ientiments of Socrates-, at 
PUto deltvert them ; which I mention as the high* 
eft honour I can do th^t prince of philofophers. I 
hsTC often fince refleded, what deftruAlon fuch a 
doArine would make in the libraries of Eurcnpe 1 
«<id bow mwvf patEt to fame would be then mai 
up 10 ihf leagued world. 

FdeoiAiip and beoevoience are the two principal 
tirtuei among the Houyhnhnms * ; and thefe not 
confined to particular objeAa» but univerfal» to thr 
whoW raee. For a ftrangcr from the remoteft parts 
ia equally treated with the neareft neighbour ; and 
where- ever he goes, looks upon himfeif as atbomer 
Thej preferve decency a:nd cirilirf in the higheft 
tiegmai but are altogether ^norant of ceremony. 
They hare no fondneia for their cobs or folea; 
but the care they uke in eduoatbg. thcoH proceed* 
etft ent(t%Iy from the di£lates of reafon *f. AodT 
obferved my matter to fliew the fame aficAion xk> 
kis neighbour's iflue» that he had for his own. 
They ^lil have it» that Nature teaches them to- 
love the whole (Pf cies^ and it is reafon only that 
maketh a diftinfiion of perionsy where there is a iu« 
perior degree of virtue %. 

When the matron Houyhnhnms have produced 
one of each fex^ they no longer accompany with' 
tiieir conforts, except they loie one of their ifiue 

* Thdr irirtnottfr qMliticf are only negattvt. Orrtry, ' 

*f We ber« view the pore inftbi^ of bnitet, a^Ung in their nsmoW 
if here, merely for ibeir immediate preferyation. Orrety, 

I It may perhaps be thoagbt fomewbat flrange, that the fenie of 

.^ the aoble Conim^ntator (hould appear to be dhrediy oppofite to that 

4«f tkt tetbor, in the paflagea which thefe notes were intended to U- 

Hsftrate. Hur thit apparent oppofition may arife merely fi'omthei? 

vfing the fame word in an oppoute fenfe ; ac by the word candour, his 

LoroAip alwtyt meant a quality which inclines a man to p« the 

worft conftnidion upon the wordt uid actions of another } and by 

candour, the Dran always means juil the contrary. 

Compare the note from Orrery, in Gullivers Travels, vol. !▼• 
p. 363. with $wift*s apology for the Tale of a Tub, in vuL U ^« i>> 
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hj fame cafualty, which very- ieldom happens^ 
but in iiich a cafe they meet again ; or when the 
like accident befals a perfon whofewife is paft bear« 
ingy. fome other couple beftow on him one of their 
own colu, and' then go together again until the 
mother is pregnant. The caution it' necefiary to 
prevent the country from being ovei: burdened with 
numbers. But the race of inferior Honyhnhnms^ 
bred up to be fenrants, is not fo ftrifkly^ limited up- 
on' this article; thefe are aliowed to produce three 
€S each fex to be domeftics in the noble families. 

lo their marriages, they are exaftly careful tdr 
choofe fuch colours as will not make any difagree«* 
able mixture in the breed. Strength* is chiefly ta** 
lued in the male, and comelinefs in the female ; nQt 
upon the account of love, but to preferve the race 
from degenerating; for where a female happens to 
excel in flrengthj a confort it chofen with regard 
to comelinefs.. . * 

Gourtlhip, love^ prefents, jointures, fettlements;- 
have no place i» their thoughts ; or terms whereby 
lo expreft them in their language. The young 
eouple meet and are joined^ merely becaufe it is the 
determination of their parents and fKends : it b 
what they fee done every day, and they look up- 
on it as one of the nectflary a&ions of a«rea(bnable 
being. But the violation of marriage, or any other 
unchaftity, was nev&r heard of;- and the married 
pair pafs their lives with the fame friendfhip, and 
mutual benevolenee, that they bear to others^ of 
the fame fpecies who come in their way;- without^ 
jealoufy, fondnefs, quarrelling, or diicontent. 

Fn educating the youth of both fexes,- their me-^ 
thod is admirable, and highly deferveth our imita* 
tion. Thefe are not fuffered to tafle a grain of 
oats, except upon certf^in days,, till eighteen yearr 
old;, nor milk^ but very rarely; and in* fummer 
they graze two hours in the morning, and as many 
in the evening, which their parents likewife ob* 
^ fcrve ; 
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iervt; but the fervants are not allowed above half 
that time, and a great part -of their grafs is brOHghc 
home, which they «at at the moH: convenient 
hours, when they can be beft fpared fironri work. 

Temperance, induftry» -exercife, and cleanlinefsy 
are the leflbns equally enjoined to the young ones 
of both fexes : and my mailer thought it monftrous 
^n^us to give the females a different kind of educa- 
tion from the males, except in fome arttcfes of do- 
xnedic management; whereby, as he truly obfcr- 
^ved, one half of onr natives were good for nothing 
but bringing children into the world ; and to truft 
(he care of our children to fuch ufelefs animals, he 
.faid, was yet a greater inftance of brutality. 

But the Houyhnhnms train up their youth to 
-ftrengtht fpeed, and hardinefs, by exercifing them 
in running races up and down deep hills, and over 
hard (tony grounds, and when they are all in a 
iweat, they are ordered to leap over head and ears 
kuo a pond or river. Four times a year the youth 
of a certain diftrift meet to fbew their proficiencr 
in running and leaping, and other feats of firength 
and agilitv ; where the viAor is rewarded, with a 
.fong in hu or her praife^ On this feftival the fer- 
vants drive a herd of yahoos into the field, laden 
with hay, and oats, and milk, for a repad to the 
Houyhnhnms ; after which thefe brutes are imme* 
diately driven back again, for fear of being noifome 
to the aflfembly. 

Every fourth year, at the vernal equinox, there 
is a reprefentative council of the whole nation, 
which meets in a plain about twenty miles from our 
houfe, and continuetli about five or fix days. Here 
they inquire into the flate and condition of the fe- 
leeral diflri As ; whether they abound, or be defici- 
ent in hay or oats, or cows or yahoos i and where- 
erver there is any want, (which is but Seldom,) it is 
immediately fupplied by unanimous confent and 
^4X)ntribution. Hcce likcwifethe regulation o( c\\\V 

^tt?tw 
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drcQ U fettled : as for inftance» if a Houyhnhom 
hath two males, he chaogeth one of chetn with aiH 
other that hath two females : and whed a child hath 
beea loft by aoy cafualty^ where the nriother is paft 
breeding, it b determined what family in the diftri^l 
(ball breed another to fopply the lofs* 

G H A p. IX. 

A griind debate at the general aJf%mUy of the Hot^lh 
nhnrm^ and how it was determined. The harntng 
of the Houyhnhnms. Their buiidings. Their man' 
ner of burials. The defeSliveneJs rf their language. 

ONE of thei€ grand aflemblies was held in my 
time, about three months before my depar- 
ture, whither my mafter went as the reprefentative 
of our diilri^. In this council was refumed their 
old debate, and indeed the only debate that ever 
happened in their country ; whereof my mafter af- 
ur his return gave me a very particular account. 
. The queftibn he debated was, whether the ya- 
hoos (hould be <!xterniinated from the iace of the 
earth. One of the members for the affirmati?e, 
offered feveral arguments of great ftrcngth and 
weight ; alledging, that as the yahoos were the moft 
filthy, noiipme, and deformed animal which Na- 
ture ever produced, fo they were the moft reftive 
and indocile, mifchievous, and malicious: they would 
privately fuck the teats of the Houyhohnms cowSt 
kill and devour their cats, trample dowa their oati 
and grafs, if they were not continually watched ; 
and commit a thoufand other extravagancies. He 
tpok notice of a general tradition, that yahoos had 
not been always in their country ; but that, man/ 
:figp9 two of thefe brutes appeared together 
t upoD 
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upon a mountain -, whether produced by the heat 
pi the fun upon corrupted mud and flime, or from 
the ooze and froth of the fca, was never known: 
that thefe yahoos engendered* and their brood, in 
a fliort time, grew fo numerous as to over run and 
infeft the whole nation : that the Houyhnhnms, to 
get rid of this evil, made a general hunting, and at 
laft inclofed the whole herd ; and, deftroying the 
elder, every Houyhnhnm kept two young ones in 
a kennel, and brought thtru to fuch a degree oi 
tamenefs, as an animal fo lavage by natuie can be 
capable of acquiring ; ufing them for draught and 
carriage: that there ieemed to be mu<.h truth in 
this tradition, and that thofe creatures could not be 
Tlnhninmjhy^ or aborigines of the land,) becaufe of 
the violent hatred the Houyhnhnms, as well as all 
other animals, bore them ; which, although their 
evil difpofiiion fufficiently deltrvcd, could never 
have arrived at fo high a degree, if they had been 
Aborigines; or elfe they would have long iincc 
been routed out : that the inhabitants, taking a 
fancy to ufe the fervice of the yahoos, had very 
imprudently ocgleded to cuhivate the breed of af- 
les, which are a comely animal, eafily kept, more 
tame and orderly, without any ofifeniive fmell, 
ftrong enough for labour, although they yield to 
the other in ability of body ; and, if their braying 
be no agreeable found, it is far preferable to the 
horrible bowlings of the yahoos. 

Several others declared their fentimcnt^ to the 
fame purpofe, when my mader propofed an expe- 
dient to the aiTembly, whereof he had indeed bor» 
rowed the hint from me. He approved of the tra- 
ditipn mentioned by the honourable member, who 
fpoke before ; and affirmed, that the two yahoos, 
iaid to be the £r(l feen among them, hs^d been 
driven thither over the fea;^tbat, coming to land* 
^nd being forfaken by their companions, they rer 
tired to the mountams, and, degeaecaucv%^b^ ^^o 

'VoL*V. U ^^Oii'fc 
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grecSy became in proceG of time much more fa- 
vage than thofc of their own fpecies in the coun- 
try from whence thefe two originals came. Tlie 
rrafon of this afTcrtion was, that he had now in 
his pofUfHon a certain wonderful yahoo* (meaning 
myfclfj which mod of them had heard of, i^nd ma- 
ny of them had leen. He then related to them, 
how he firfl found me : that my body was all co- 
vered with an art*ficia] compofure of the (kins and 
hairs of other animals : that I fpoke in a language 
of my own, and had thoroughly learned theirs : 
that I had related to him the accidents which 
brought me thither ; that, when he faw me without 
my covering, 1 was an exadt yahoo in every part, 
only of a whiter colour, le(s hairy, and with fhort- 
er claws. He added, how I had endeavoured to 
perluade him, that, in my own and other coun- 
tries, the yahoos aAed as the governing, rational 
animal, and held the Houyhnhnms in fervitude : 
that he obfcrved in me all the qualities of a yahoo, 
only a little more civilized by feme tin£lure of rca- 
tbn ; which however was in a degree as far inferior 
to the Houyhnhnm race, as the yahoos of their 
•country were to me : that, among other things, I 
.mentioned a cuRoin we had of caflrating Houyh- 
nhnms when they were young, in order to render 
them »ame; that the opciation was eafy and iafe; 
that it was no fhame to learn wifdom from brutes, 
as induftry is taught by the ant, ai>d building by the 
l^wallow, (for fo I tranflatc the word lyhannh, al- 
though it be a much larger fowl) : that this inven- 
lion might be pratflrfed upon the younger yafhoos 
here, which, bcfiJes rendering them traftable and 
fitter for ufe, would in an age put an end to the 
whole fpecies without deftroyiug life : that, in the 
mean -time, the Houyhnhpms mould be exhorted 
<o cuhivate the breed of aflcs, which, as they arc 
in aU rcipt&s more valuable brutes, fo they have 
" * thii 
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this advantage, to be fit for fervice at five years old^ 
which the others aie DOt till twelve.- 

This was all my mafter thought fit tO' tell me at 
that time, of what paiTcd in the grand council. Bui 
he was pleafed to conceal one particular, which re- 
lated perfonally to myfelf, whereof I fooo felt the 
unhappy effcd', as the reader will know in its pro- 
per place, and from whenc* I date all the fucceed- 
ing misfortunes of my \iit. 

rhe Houyhnhntns have na letters, and coofc- 
quently their knowledge is all traditional. But there 
happening few events of any moment among a peo • 
pie to well united, naturally difpofed to every vir- 
tue, wholly governed by reafon, and cut off froai- 
all commerce with othec nations; the hiftoricat 
part is eafily preferved witbo\it burdening theit 
memories. I have alreadf obfervedi that they are 
fubjeA to no difeafes* and therefore can have no 
need of phyficians. However, they have excellent 
medicines compofed of herbs, to cure accidental 
bruifes, and cuts in the paftern or frog of the faot 
by iharp ftones, as well as other maims and huris- 
in the Icveral parts of the body.. 

They caloilate the year by the revolution of the 
fbn and the moon, but ufe no fubdlvifions into- 
weeks. They »re well-enough acq^uainted with the 
motions of thofc two luminaries, and underftand 
the nature of- edipfes; and this is the utmoft pro- 
grefs of their agronomy. 

In poetry they mufl: be allowed to excel all other 
mortals; wherein the judnefs of their fimilies, and 
the minutencfs as well as exa^tnefs of their defcrip* 
tions, are indeed inimitable. Their verfcs abound 
very much in both of thcfe ; and ufually cdntain 
cither ibme exalted notions of friehdfhip and bene- 
voknce, or the praifes of thofe, who were vidtors 
in races and other bodily exercifes. Their buildings, ■ 
ahhough very rude and fimple, are not inconvenl- 
cut, but well contrived to defend tUcssx itOTSk ^*v^ 
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juries of cold and heat. They have a kind of tree, 
which at forty years old looftiis in the root, and 
falls with the firft ftorm ; it grows very ftrait, and 
being pointed like flakes, with a (harp (lone (for 
the Houyhnhnms know not the ufe of iron,) they 
ftick them eredt in the ground about ten inches, 
afunder, and then weave in oat-ftraw, or fonic- 
fimes wattles, betwixt them. The roof is made af* 
ter the fame manner, and fo krt the doors. 

The Houyhnhnms ufe the hollow part, between 
the paftern and the hoof, of their fore- feet, as wc 
do our hands, and this with greater dexterity than 
I could at firft imagine^ I have feen a white niiare 
of our family thread a needle, (which I lent her on 
purpofe,) with that joint. Thfey milk their cows, 
reap their oats, iand do all the work which requires 
hands in the fame mahnfer. They have a kind of 
hard flints, which, by grinding againft other 
ftones, they form into inftruments, that ferve in-- 
ftead of wedges, axes, and hammers. With tools 
made of thefe flints they likewlfe cut their hay, and 
reap their oats, which there grow naturally in fe- 
vcral fields : the yahoos draw home the (heaves in 
carriages, and the fcrvants tread them, ih ceHain 
tovercd hUts, to get out the grain, which is kept 
in {lores. They make a rude kind of earthen and 
wooden veflcls, and bake the fdrmer in the fun. 

If they can avoid cafualties, they die only of old 
age, and are buried in the obfcureft places that can 
be found, their friends and relations expreflitig nei- 
ther joy nor grief at their departure ; nor does the 
dying perfon difcover the Icaft regret that he is 
leaving the world, any more than if he were re- 
turning home from avifitto one of his neighboiu'S. 
I remember, my mafter having once made an ap- 
pointment with a friend and his family, to come to 
his houfe upon fome afiair of importance, on the 
day fixed, the miftrefs and her two children came 
kVeij Jate ; Ihc made wo excufts, firft for her huf- 
^ ' bandf 
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btnd, who, as (he faid, happened chat Tery morn- 
ing to Ihuuwnh, The word is ftrongly expreflive in 
their language, but not eaOly rendered into bing- 
lifh ; it fignifies to retire to hisfirft mother. Her ex- 
cufe for not coming fooner was, that her hufbind 
dying late in the morning, fhe was a good while 
conruhing her fervants about a convenient place 
where his body fhould be laid ; and I obferved^ fhe 
behaved herfclf at our houfe as'chearfully as the 
red : (he died about three months after. 

They live generally to feventy, or fcventy*five 
years, very feldom to fourfcore : Ibme weeks before 
their death, they feel a gradual decay; but without 
pain. During this time they are much vifited by ' 
their fricmis, becaufe they cannot go abroad with 
their ufual eafe and fatisfadion. However, about 
ten days before their death, which they feldom fail 
in computing, they return the viiits that have been 
made them, by thnfe who are neareft in the neigh- - 
bourhood, being carried in a convenient fledge 
drawn by yahoos ; which vehicle they ufe, not on- - 
ly upon this occaiion, but when they grow old, up- 
on long journies, or when they^rc lamed by any 
accident. And therefore when the dying Houyh* 
nhnms return thofe vifits, they take a folemn leave 
of their friends, as )f they were going to Ibme re* 
mote part of the country, whci*e they defigned to ' 
pa's the reft of their lives. . 

I know not whether it may be worth obfcrving, . 
that the Houyhnhnrhs have 1I0 word in their lan- 
guage to expreis any thing that is evil, except what 
they borrow from the deformities or ill qualities of 
the yahoos. Thus they denote the folly of a fer- 
vant, an omifQon of a child, a ftone that cuts their * 
feet, a continuance of foul or unfeafonabie woathcr, 
and the like, by adding to each the epithet of ya- 
hoo. For inftance, hhnm yahoo ^ whnaholm yahoo^ 
ynlhrnndwihlma yahoo, and an ill- contrived houfe, 
ynholmhnmrohlnnv yahoo. 

U 3 \CQ;>ci^^ 
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I could with great pleafure enlarge farther upon 
the manners and virtues of this excellent people; 
but intending in a fhort time to publiih a volume 
by iifelf, exprefly upon that fubjed^^ I refer the 
reader thither. And, in the mean time> proceed 
to relate my own fad catafirophe. 

C H A P. X. 

The auihor*s (economy and happy Ufa among the Houyb- 
hnhnms. His gr^at improvement in virtue by con* 
verjing with them. Their converfations. The aU' 
thor bath notice given him by his majier^ that he 
mujl depart from the country. He falls into a /worn 
for grief \ hut fubmits. He contrives and finijbet 
a canoe by the help ofafellowfervantj and puts to 
fea at a venture, 

I HAD fettled my little oeconomy to my own 
heart's content. iViy mafter had ordered a room 
to be made for me after their manner, about fix 
yards from the hpufe; the fides and floors of which' 
1 plaiilered with clay, and covered with rufh-matts 
of my own contriving ; I had beaten hemp, which 
there grows wild, and made of it a fort of ticking: 
this 1 Elled with the feathers of feveral birds I had 
taken with fpringes made of yahoos hair, and were 
excellent food. 1 had worked two chairs with my 
knife, the forrelnag helping me in the grofler and 
more laborious part. When my cioaths were worn 
lo rags, I made myfelf others with the Ikins of rab- 
bets, 3nd of a certain beautiful animal about the 
lame fize, called nnuhnoh^ the fkin of which is co- 
vered with a fine down. Of thefe I alfo made 
very tolerable flockings. I foaled my fhoes with 
wood^ which 1 cut from a tree, and fitted to the 
^. upper- 
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upper-leather; and when this wai worn out, I 
fupplied it wiih the fkini of yahoos dried in the fun. 
I often got honey out of hollow trees, which I 
mingled with water, or cat with my bread. No 
man could more verify the truth of thefe two max* 
ims, That Nature is very eaftly fatujiid \ and, That 
vecejfity is the mother of invention, I enjoyed pcr- 
fcdt health of body, and tranquillity of mind. I 
did not feel the treachery or incondancy of a friend* 
nor the injuries of a fecret or open enemy, I had 
no occaiion of bribing, flattering, or pimping, to 
procure the favour of any great man, or or his mi* 
nion. I wanted no fence a^ainft fraud or opprefli* 
on ; here was neither phyiiciun«to deftroy my bo* 
dy, nor lawyer to ruin my fortune ; no informer 
to watch my words and aAions, or forge accufa* 
ons againd me for hire ; here were no gibers, cenfu- 
rers, backbiters, pick-pockets, highwaymen, houfe- 
breakers, attornies, bawds, buffoons, gamcfters, polL^ 
ticians, wits, fplenetics, tedious talkers, controvertifts* 
ravKhers, murderers, robbers, virtuofoes ; no leaders 
or followers of party and faAion ; no encouragert 
to vice by feduccment or examples ', no dungeons, 
axes, gibbet?, whipping- poAs, or pillories ; no 
'cheating fl)op keepers or mechanics *, no pride, va- 
nity, or affcAaiion ; no fops, bullies, drunkards* 
Aroliiog whores, or poxes ; no ranting, lewd, ex* 
pen five wives *, no Aupid, proud pedants; no im« 
portunate, over-bearing, quarrelfomc, noify, roar- 
ing, empty, conceited, fweaiing companions; no 
(coundrcls raifed from the dud upon the merit of 
their vices, or nobility thrown into it on account of 
their virtues ; no lords, fidlcrs, judges, or dancing- 
mailers. 

I had the favour of being admitted to feveral 
Houyhnhnms, who came to vifit or dine with my 
mafter; where his honour gracioufly fuffered me 
to wait in the room, and liften to their dtfcouric* 
Both he and bis company would often defcend to 
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afk me qneftions, and receive my anfwers. I had alfo 
fometimes the honour of attending my mafter in 
his viHts to others. I never prefumed to fpeak^ 
except in anfwer to a queftion ; and then I did it 
with inward regret, becaufe it was a lofs of fo much 
time for improving myfclf : but I was infinitely de- 
lighted with the f^ation of an humble auditor in 
fuch converfations, where nothing paiTed but what 
was ufcful, expreflcd in the feweft and mcft figoi- 
ficant words : where (as I have already faid,) the 
greatcft decency was obfervcd without the leaft de- 
gree of ceremony ; where no perfon fpoke without 
being pleafed himfclf, and pleafing his companions; 
where there was no inten'upiion, tedioufnefs, heat, 
or difference of fcntiments. They have a notioOy 
that when people are met together, a fliort iilence 
doth much improve convcrfation : this I found to 
be true ; for duting thofe little intcrmiffions of talk, 
hew ideas i^ould arife in their minds, which very 
much enlivened the difcourfe. Their fubjeft are 
generally on friendfhip and benevolence, on order 
and oeconomy ; fomctimes upon the vifible opera- 
tions of nature, or ancient traditions ; upon the 
bounds and limits of virtue ; upon the unerring 
rules of reafon, or upon fome dcterminaiions to be 
taken at the next great aflembly; and often upon 
the various excellencies of poctiy. I may add, 
without vanity, that my prefence often gave them 
fufficient matter for difcourfe, becaufe it affbrded 
my mailer an occafion of letting his friends into 
into the hiftory of me and my country, upon which 
they were all pleafed to defcant in a manner not 
very advantageous to human kind ; and for that 
rea on I fhall not repeat what they faid; only I may 
be allowed to obferve, that his honour, to my great 
admiration, appeared to underfland the nature of 
yahoos much better than myfelf. He went throu^ 
all our vices and follies, and difcovered many 
which I had never mentioned to hhn, hj only fup- 
^ pofiog 
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pofing what qualities a yahoo of their cottntry, with 
a fma!l proportion of rcafon, might be capable of 
exerting ; and concluded, with too much probabi«> 
llry, how vile, as well as miferablc, fuch a creature 
muft be. 

I freely confefs, that all the little knowledge I 
ha^e of any value, was acquired by the leflures I 
received from my mafter, and from hearing the 
difcourfes of him and his friends^ to which I (hould< 
be prouder to liden, than to di^^te to the greateft 
and wifeft aflembly in Europe. I admired the 
ftrcngth, comelinefs, and fpeed of the inhabitants ; 
and mch a conftellation of virtues, in fuch amiable 
perfons, produced in me the higheft veneration. 
At iirft indeed I did not feel that natural awe^ 
which the yahoos and all other animals bear to- 
wards them : but it grew upon me by degrees, much 
fooner than I imagined, and was mingled with a 
refpeftful love and gratitude, that they would conde- 
frend to diftinguiffi me from the reft of my fpecies; 

When I thought of my family, my friends, my 
countrymen, or human race in general, I confider* 
6d them as they really were, 'yahoos in fhape and 
di^pofition, perhaps a little more civilized, and qua- 
lified with the gift of fpeech ; but making no other 
ufe of reafon, than to improve and multiply thofc 
vices, whereof their brethren in this country had 
only the fhare that Nature allotted them. When 
I. happened to behold the refleftion of my own 
form in a lake or a fountain, I turned away my ^ 
face in horror and deteftation of myfelf; and could 
better endure the fight of a common yahoo than of 
my own perfon. By con verfing with the Houyh- 
nhnms, and looking upon them with delight, I fell 
to imitate their gate and gefture, which is now 

f;rown into an habit ; and my friend's often tell me 
n a blunt way, that / trot like a horfe ; which how* 
i^ver I take for a great compliment : neither fhall I 
difown, that in Ipeaking I am aipi to €^WV«\\o ^^ 
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voice and manner of the Houyhnhnms, and hear 
mytclf ridiculed on that account without the leaft 
mortification. 

In the mid(l of all this happinefs, and when I 
looked upon myfclf to be fully fettled for life, my 
mader fciit for me one morning a little earlier than 
his ufual hour. I obfervcd by his countenance, thafr 
he was in fbnie perplexity, and at a lols how to be- 
gin what he had to fpeak. After a (hort filencCr 
he told me> he did not know how I would take 
what he was going to fay ; that in the laft general 
aflembly, when the affair of the yahoos was entered 
upon, the reprefentatives had taken offence at his 
keeping a yahoo (meaning myfelf,} in his family^ 
more like a Houyhnhnm, than a brute animal. 
7 hat he was known frequently to converfe with 
me, as if he could receive fome advantage. or plea-* 
fure in my company : that fuch a practice was not 
agreeable to reafon or nature, or a thing ever heard 
6i before among them. The aSembly did therefore 
exhort him either to employ me like the reft of my 
fpecies, or command me to twim back to the place 
from whence I came : That tlie firft of thefe expe- 
dients was utterly rejedcd by all the HouyhnhnuiS-, 
who had ever Teen, me at his houfe or their own: 
for they alledged, that becaufe I had fome rudi* 
ments of reafon, added to the natural pravity of thofe 
animals, it was to be feared, I might be able to feduce 
them into the woody and mountainous parts of the 
country, and bring them in troops by night to dc- 
ftroy the Houyhnhnms cattle, as being naturally of 
the ravenous kind, and averfe from labour. 

My mafter addcdj^ that he was diily prtfled by 
the Houyhnhnms of the neighbouihood to have 
the affembly's exhortation executed, which he could 
pot put off much longer. He doubted i: would be 
impofiible for me to Twim to another country ; and 
therefore wiflied I would contrive fome fort of ve- 
Icreicmbliog thofe I had defcribed to him, that 

lXligbt^ 



^j|i, 



Chap. X. A Voyage to the Houthkhnms. 23^ 

might carry me 00 the fea : in which work I 
ihoold have the affidance of his own ferrants, as 
well as thoie of his neighbours. He condud^d, 
that, for his own part, he could have been content 
to keep me in his fervice as long as I lived ; becaufe 
he found I had cured myfelf of fo'me ^ad habits 
and difpofitions, by endeavouring, as far as my in* 
fcrior nature was capable, to imitate the Hoyuhn* 
hnms, 

I ihould here obferve to the reader, that a de- 
cree of the general aflimbly in this country is expref- 
fed by the word hnhioayn, which fignifies an exhortati- 
on as near as I can render it ; for they have no concep- 
tion how a rational creature tn2ij be compelled, but only 
advifed, or exhorted ; becaufe no perfon can difo- 
bey reafon without giving up his claim to be a ra- 
tional creature. 

I was ftruck with the utmoft grief and defpair at 
my mailer's difcourfe : and being unable to fup- 
port the agonies I was under, I fell into a fwoon ac 
his feet : when I came to myfelf, he told mc, that 
he concluded I had been dead (for thefe people are 
fubjed to no fuch imbecilities of nature). I anfwered, 
m a faint voice, that death would have been too great 
an happinefs ; that although I could not blame the 
aflembly's exhortation, or the urgency of his friends; 
yet, in my weak and corrupt judgement, I thought 
it might condft with reafon to be lefs rigorous : that 
I could not fwim a league, and probably the near- 
eft land to theirs might be didant above an hun- 
dred : that many materials ncccflary for making a 
fmali vcflel to carry me off, were wholly wanting 
in this country, which however I would attempt in 
obedience and gratitude to his honour, alchough I 
concludiid the thing to be impoffiblc, and therefore 
looked on myfelf as already devoted to deftruftion : 
thai the tcrtain profptdt of an unnatural death was 
the leaft of my evils : for fuppofing i Ihould cfcape 
with life by fbme ftrange adventure^ Uo^ cov\^ \ 
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think with temper of paffipg my life among yahoos 
and rclapfiog into my old corruptions for want of 
examplei to lead and keep me within the paths of 
virtue : that I knew too well, upon what folid rea- 
fons all the determinations of the wife Uouyhnhnms 
were fqund'ed, Qot to be (haken by arguments 
of mine, a miferaMe yahoo ; and therefore, after 
prefenting him with my humble thanks for the 
offer of his fervants afQftance in making a vef- 
fcl, and dfsdring a reafoi^able time for fo difficult a 
work, I told him 1 would endeavour to preferve a 
wretched being ; and if, ever I returned to Eng- 
land, was not without hopes of being ufeful to my 
own fpccies, by celebrating the praifes of the re- 
nowned Houyhnhnms, and propodng their virtues 
to the imitation of mankind. 

My mafter, in a few words, made a very graci- 
ous reply, allowed me the fpace of two months to 
finifh my boat, and ordered the forrel nag, my fel- 
low fervant (for fo at this diftance I may prefumc 
to call him), to follow my inflrudlions ; becaufe I 
told my mafter, that his help would be fufficient, 
and I knew be had a tendernefs for me. 

In his company, my firft bufinefs was to go to 
that part of the coail, where my rebellious crew 
had ordered me to be fet on fhore. I got upon a 
height, and looking on every fide into the (ea, fan 
cied I faw a fmall Ifland towards the N. £. I took 
out my pocket- glafs, and could then clearly diftin- 
guifh it about five leagues off, as I computed ; but 
it appeared to the forrel nag to be only a blue cloud 
for as he had no conception of any country befide 
his own,ro he could not be asexpert in diflinguilh- 
ing remote objt^ls at fen, as^we who fo much 
converfe in thatelenrent. 

After I had difcovered this ifland, I confideredno 
farther ; but refolved, it fhould, if pofEble, be the 

, firft place of my banifhment, leaving the cocfe- 
quence to fortune. 

^ 1 Ire- 
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I rctBrned home, and con fuUing with the ibrrel* 
nag, we wenr into a copfe at fome diftance, where 
I with my koife, and he with a ibort flint, faftened 
very artificially after their manner to a wooden han« 
die, cut down feveral oak-watries, about the thick- 
nefs of a walking-daff, and fome larger pieces. But 
I (hall Bot trouble the reader with a particular de£» 
cription of my own mechanics ; let it fnfBce to 
fay, that in fix weeks time, with the help of the 
Ibrrel nag, who performed the parts that required 
mod labour, I finifhed a fort of Indian canoe, but 
much larger, covering it with the flcins of yahoos 
well ftitched together with hempen threads of my 
own making. My fail was like wife compofed c^ 
the (kins of the fame animal ; but I made ufe of 
the youngeft I could get, the older being too tough 
and thick; and I likewife provided myfelf wkhfour 
paddles. 1 laid in a (lock of boiled flefii, of rab- 
beu and fowls ; and took with me two veflels, one 
filled with milk, and the other with water. 

I tried my canoe in a large pood near my maf- 
ter'a houfe, and then corrt Aed in it what was amifs ; 
flopping all the chinks with yahoo's tallow, till I 
found it ftsunch and able to bear me and my 
freight. >^nd, when it was as complete as I could 
poffibly make it, I had it drawn on a carriage very 
gently by yahoos to the fea-fide, under the conduik 
of the (orrel-nag, and another fervant. 

When all was ready, and the day came for my 
departure, I took leave of mv mafter and lady, and 
the whole family, mine eyes flowuiff with tears, an4 
jny heart quite funk wkh grief. But his honour, 
cot of curiofity, and perhaps (if I may fpeak k 
wkhout vanity), partly out of kindnefs, was deer- 
mined to fee me in my canoe ; and got feveral of 
bis neighbouring friends to accompany him. I was 
forced to wait above an hour for^e tide, and then 
obierving the wind very fortunately bearing towarde 
the ifland to which I intendcdi It Amc m^ twooiK^ A 

Vol. V. X vr^^ 



141 GULLIVER'f TRAVELS JhaiWs 

took a fecond leave of my maOer : but, .as I was 
going to proftrate myfclF to kifs his hoof, lie did 
me the honour to raife it gently to my mouth. I 
am not ignorant how much I have been cenfured 
for mentioning this lail particular* Detra&ors are 
pleafed to think it improbable, that fo illuftrioui 
a perfon ihould defcend to give fo great a 
mark of diitindlion to a creature fo inferior as 
L Neither hav.e I forgotten how apt feme travel- 
lers are to boad of extraordinary favours they have 
received. But, if thefe cenfurcrs were better ao- 
quainted with the noble and courteous difpofitioo 
of the Uouyhnhnms, they would foon change thek 
opinion* 

I paid my refpeds to the reft of the Houyhnhnms 
in his honour's company ; then getting into 
my canoe, I pu(hcd off from.ihorc. 

C H A P. XI. 

The author's dangerous voyage. He arrives at New 
Holland^ hoping to fettle there. Is wounded with 
an arronu by one of the. native s> Isfeized and car* 
ried by force into a Portgueze Jbip. The great ci' 
vilifies of the captain. The autim arrives atEng- 

T BEGAN this ddperate -voyage on February if, 
' 1714-15, at 9 ofclock in the morning. The 
wind WAS very favourable:; liowever I made ufe at 
firft only of my paddles \ but confideriog I fhould 
fooa be weary, and that the ^ind might chop a* 
bout, I vemured to let up my little fail; and thus, 
with the help o£gi|he tide, I went at the rate of a 
league and a half an hour, as near as I could guefi. 
.' My mafter and his fipiends continued on the uore, 
... ., ^ liU 
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till I was almoft our of fight ; and I often beard 
the forrel'nag (who* always loved me) cr^mg out 
hntty ilia nyba majah yahoo^ Take care of thy felf 
gende^<2^ 

My deiign' was, if poffible, to difcorer fome 
Anall ifland uninhabited, yet fufficient by my la- 
bour to fumiih me with the Decefikries of X\it\ 
which I would hare thought a greater happidefs 
than tO' be firft miniftttr in the polUeft court of 
Europe ;- fo horrible was the idea I conceived of 
returning to live in the fociety, and under the 

fovemmant of yahoos. For, in fuch a foiitude at 
defired, I could at lead enjoy my own thoughts, 
and reHeA with delight on the virtues of thofe ini- 
mitable Houyhnhnms, without any opportunity of 
degenerating into the vices and corruptions of my 
own fpecits.- 

The reader may remember what I related, wheDi 
sny crew confpired againft me, and confined me 
to my cabbin: How I continued there feverad 
weeks without knowing what courfe we took ; and 
when I was put afhore in the long boat, how the 
{aiiors told me with oaths, whether true or falfe, 
that they knew not in what part of the world we 
were* However,! did then believe us to be about 
ten degrees fouthward of the Cape of Good Hope', 
or about 45 degrees iouthern latitude, as I gathered 
from fome general words I overheard among theny, 
being I fupppfed to the fouth-eaf^ in their intended 
voyage to Madagafcar. And although this were 
but little better than conje£lure,. yes I refolved to 
fteer my courfe ead'ward, hoping to reach the 
fouth-weft coaflr of New-Holland,, and perhaps 
ibme fuch ifland as I defircd* lying wcftward of it. 
The wind* was full weft, and, by fisb io the evening, 
I computed I had gon&eaft-ward at leaft eighteen 
leagues ; when I fpied a very fmall ifland about half 
a league off, which I foon reached^, k was nothing 
but a rock with one creek naturally acdxcd^ vV^ 
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force of tempefts. Here I put in my canoe» and 
climbing a pan o( the rock, I could plainly dUf* 
cover und to the caft, extending from fouth to 
north. I lay .11 night in my canoe ; and repeatiog 
soy voyage early in the morning, I arrived in feven 
hours at the foucb-eaft point of New- Holland* 
This confirmed me in the opinion I have long en* 
tcrtained« that the maps and charu place this coud« 
try at leaft chrte degrees more to the eaft than it 
really is ; which thought I communicated many 
years ago to my worthy friend, Mr. Herman Moll» 
and gave him my reafons for it, although he hadi 
rather chofen to follow other authors. 

I faw no inhabitants in the place where I landed, 
and being unarmed, I was afraid of venturing far 
-into the country. I found fpme fliellfifhon the 
fliorCf and eat them raw, not daring to kindle a firei 
for fear of being difcovered by the natives. I con* 
tinued three days feeding on oyflcrs and limpits, to 
fave my own provifions ; and I fortunately fbtmd 
a brook of excellent water, which gave me great 
relief. 

On the fourth day, venturing out early a little 
too far, I faw twenty or thirty natives upon a 
height, not above five hundred yards from me. 
They were ftark naked, men, women, and chil- 
dren, round a fire, as 1 could difcover by the fmoke. 
One of them fpied me, and gave notice to the reft ; 
five of them advanced towaids me, leaving the wo- 
suen and children at the fire I made what hafte 
I could to the fhore, and getting into my canoe, 
ihovcd off: the favages obierving me retreat, ran 
■after me. and, before i could get far enough into 
the fea, difcharged an arrow, which wounded me 
deeply on the infide of my left knee (I (hall carry 
the mark to my grave). I apprehended the arrow 
might be poifoned, and paddling out of the reach 
of their darts (being, a calm day) I made a (hift to 
fuck the wound, and drcfs it as well as 1 could. 

I was 
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X was at a lo(s what to do, for I durft not returo 
to the fame laadbg place^ but ftood to the north, 
and was forced to paddle; for the wind, though 
Tery gentle, was againft me, blowing north weft. 
As I was looking about for a fecure landiog-place,. 
1 faw a fail to the north north eaft, which appear^ 
iog every minute more yifible, I was in fome doubt 
whether I fhould wait for them or no.; but at bft 
my deteftation of the yahoo race prevailed ; and> 
taming my canoe, I failed and paddled together 
to the Touth, and got into the fame creek from 
whence 1 fet out in the morning, chuiing rather to 
trufl myfeif amoog thefe Barbarians, than live 
with European yahoos. I drew up my caqoe as 
clofe ds I could to the fhore, and hid myfelt behind: 
a (lone by the little brook, which, as I have alrea* 
dy faid, was excellent water. 

The (hip caitie within half a league of this creek,, 
and fent out her long, boat wirh veilcis to take iri^ 
frcQk water (for the place, it feems, was very Well 
known) ; but I did not obferve it, till the boat was 
almoft on Ihore ; and it was too late to feek ano- 
ther hidmg place. The feamen at their Ending 
obierved my canoe, and rummaging it all over, 
cafily conjefturcd that the owner could not be far 
oflE Four of them, well armed, fearched every 
cranny and liirking holes till at lad they found me 
flat on my face behind a ftone. They gazed a 
while in admiration at my (Irangc uncouth drefs ; 
my coat made of ikins, my wooden foaled (hoes, 
and my furred {lockings ; from whence however 
they concluded, I wa^ not a native of the place, 
who all go naked. One of the feamen, in Portu* 
gueze, bid me rife, and aiked who I was. I un- 
derwood that language very well, and getting upon 
my feet, faid I was a poor yahoo banifhed from 
the Houyhnhmns, and defined they would pleafe 
to let me depart. They admired to hear me an- 
fwer them in th^ own tongue, and faw, by my 
X 3 Wim^^^\^^v 
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complexion, I muft be an European; but were at 
a lofs CO know what I meant by yahoos and Houy* 
hnhnms and at the fame time fell a laoghing ac 
my Orange tone in fpeaking, which i'efembled the 
neighing of a horfe. 1 trembled all the while be- 
twixt Fear and hatred* I again defired leave to de- 
part, and was gently moving to my canoe; but 
they laid hold on me, defiring to know, < what 
country I was of ? whence I came ? with many o- 
ther qucdions. I told them I was born in £ng- 
land» from whence I came about five years agOt 
and then their country and ours were at peace. I 
therefore hoped they would not treat me as an e- 
nemy, fince I meant them no harm, but was S 
poor yahoo feeking fome defolate place where to 
pafs the remainder of hb unfortunate life. 

When ihcy began to talk, I thouaht I never 
heard or faw any thing fo unnatural ; for it appear- 
ed to me as mondrous, as if a dog or cow ihould 
fpeak in England, or a yahoo in Houyhnhnm land. 
The honcft Portuguefc were equally amazed at my 
Arangedrefs, and the odd manner of delivering my 
words, which however they underftood very well. 
They fpoke to me with great humanity, and faid 
they were furc the captain would carry me gratis 
to Lifbon, from whence I might return to my own 
country ; that two of the Teamen would go back to 
the (hip, inform the captain of what they had feen 
and receive his orders ; in the mean time, unlefs I 
would give my folemn oath not to fly, they would 
fecure me by force. 1 thought it beft to comply 
with their proposal They were very curious to 
know my ftory, but I gave them very liiile fatis- 
faction ; and they all conjedlured, that my mif- 
fortunes had impaired my reafon. In two hour, 
the boat, which went loadcn with vcffcls of waters 
returned with the captain's command to fetch me 
on board. I fell on my knees to prefer ve my li- 
berty, but all was in vain; and the men having 

tied 
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tied me with cords, heaved me into the boat, from 
whence I was taken into the ihip, and from thence 
mto the captain's cabbin. 

His name was Pedro de Mendez ; he was a y/crj 
courteous and generous perfon ; he intreatcd me 
to give fome account of myfelf, and defircd to 
know what I would eat or drink ; faid I Aiould be 
ufed as well as bimfelf, and fpoke fo many oUi- 
ging things, that I wondered to find fuch civilities 
from a yahoo. However, I remained filent and 
Allien ; I was ready to faint at the very fmell of 
him and his men. At laft I defired fomething to 
eat out of my own canoe ; but he ordered me a 
chicken, and fome excellent wine, and then di- 
reAed that I fhould be put to bed in a very clean 
cabbin. I would not undrefs myfelf, but lay on 
the bedcloaths, and in half an hour dole out, 
when I thought the crew was at dinner, and get- 
ting to the fide of the fhip, was going to leap into 
the fea, and fwim for my life, rather than conti- 
nue among yahogs : but one of the feamen pre- 
vented me« and having informed the captain, I was 
chained to my cabbin. 

After dinner, Don Pedro came to me, and de- 
fired to know my reafon for fo defperate an at- 
tempt; allured me, he only meant to do me all 
the fervice be was able, and fpoke fo very moving- 
ly, that at laft I defcended to treat him like an 
animal which had fome little portion of reafon. I 
gave him a very fhort relation of my voyage ; of 
the confpiracy againft me by my own men ; of the 
country where they fet me on fhore, and of my 
five years refidence there : All which he looked 
upon, as if it were a dream or a vifion, whereat I 
took great ofifence ; for I had quite forgot the fa- 
culty of lying, fo peculiar to yahoos in all coun- 
tries where they prefide, and confequenfly the dif- 
pofition of fulpe^ting truth in otheis ot their own 
ipecies* I afls;ed him^ whether it were the cu^o^sw 
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in his country to f^jy the thing vthicb was nonT I 
aflured him, I had almoft forgot what he meant 
by falfehood, and, if I had li^vted a thoufaod yean 
in Houyhnhnm-land, I fhould never have heard ar 
lye from the meaneft fervant ; that I was altogether 
indifferent whether he believed me or no; but 
however, in return for his favours, I would give 
fo much allowance to the corruption of hi9*nature,. 
as to anfwer any objection he would pleafe to make 
and then he might e^fily difcovcr the truth.. 

The captain a wife man, after many endeavours 
to catch me tripping in fome pan of my ftory, at 
laft began to have a better opinion of mf veracity. 
But he added, that, dnce I profeflcd fo inviolable 
an attachment to truth, I mud give him my word 
and honour to bear him company in this vayage, 
without attempting any thing againft my life,, or 
■clfe he would continue me a prifoner till we arrived 
at Lifbon. I gave him the promife he required; 
but at the fame time proteded, that I would fuffer 
the greateft hardlhips, rather than, return to live 
aniong yahoos. 

Our voyage paffed without any coniiderable ac- 
cident. In gratitude to the captain, 1 fometimes 
fat with him at his earned rcqucil, and f>rove to 
conceal my antipathy againft human kind, al* 
though it often broke out; which he fu&rcd to 
pafs without obfervation. But the greateft part of 
the day 1 confined myfclf to my cabbin, to avoid 
feeing any of the crew. The captain h id often in- 
treated me to ftrip myfelf of my lavage drels, and 
ofie cd to lend me the beft fuit of cloaths he had. 
This I would not be prevailed on to accept, abhor- 
ring to cover myfclt with any thing that haa been 
on the back of a yahoo\ 1 only dciired he would 
lend me t\AO dea.i fhirrs, which, having been 
wafhed (iiice he wore them, I believed would not 
fo much defile me. Thefe I changed every fecond 
day, and wa(bed them myfdf. 
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Wettrived tit Liibon* Nov. 5. 1715. At our 
landing, the captain forced me to cover myielf 
with his cloak, to prevent the rabble from croudr 
iog about me. I was conveyed to his own houfc ; 
and at my eameft requeft he led me up to tht 
highcft room backwards. I conjured him to con- 
ceal from all perfons what I had told him of the 
Hbuyhohoms ; becauie the leaft hint of fuch a 
fiory would not only draw numbers of people t6 
fee me, but probably put me in danger of being 
imprifoned or burnt by the btfutfitim. The cap* * 
lain perfuaded me to accept- a iuit of cloaths oewlf 
made ; but I would not fufier tbe taylor to take 
iny meaftire» Howevei'/ Don Pedro being almoft 
of ray isBtf they fitted me well enough. He aci» 
coutredme with other neceflaries» all new, which 
I aired for twenty-four hours, before I would ufa 
them. 

The captain had no wife, nor above three iei^ 
vants, none oi which were fuffered to attend aC 
meals ; and his whole deponment was (6 obliging^ 
added to very good buman underftanding* that I 
really began to tolerate his company. He gained 
fo far upon mc, that I ventured xo look out of 
the back window. By degrees I was brought in« 
to another room, from whence I peeped into the 
fireet, but drew my head back in a fright. In 
a wed^'s time he feduced me down to the door. I 
found my terror gradually leflencd, bur my hatred 
and contempt feemcd to increafe. I was at laft 
bold enough to walk the ftreet in his company, but 
kept my nofe well flopped with rue, or Ibmetimes 
with tobacco. 

In ten days, don Pedro, to whom I had given 
fome account of my domeAic affairs, pot it upon 
me as a matter of honour and confcience, that I 
ought to return to my native country, and live at 
home with my wife and children. He told me, 
there was an Engliih flup in the port ^u& tt.^.^^ v^ 
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fail, :ltid he would furoifli me with all dungs nc- 
cefiary. It would be tedious to repeat his arga^ 
meats, aixi my contradiAions. He faid it was al- 
together impodible to find fuch sl^ ibiitary ifland as 
I had '!::fired to live in \ but I might command ift' 
xny own houfe, and pafs my time in a manner as 
reclufe as I pleafed. 

I complied at lad, findingl could not do better. 
I left Lifbon, the 24th day of November, in an 
Engliih merchant-man, but whowas the roafter I 
never enquired. Don Pedro accompanied me ta 
the fhipvand lent me twenty pounds. He took kind 
have of me, and embraced me at partings which I 
bore as well as I could. During this laft voyage, t 
bad no commerce with the matter, or any of hit 
men ; but pretending I- was fick> kepr cloft in my 
cabbin% Oh the 5ih of December 17 15, we caft 
anchor in the Downs about nine in the morning', 
and at three in the afternoon! gotTafe to myhoufe 
at Rotherhithe. 

My wife and family received me with great fuP' 
prize and joy, becaufe they concluded mc certainly 
dead ; but 1 muft freely conftfs the fight of them 
filled me only with hatred, difguft» and contempt ; 
and the more by refleAing on the near alliance I 
had to them. For although, fince my unfortunate 
exile from the Hnuyhnhnm country, I had com- 
pelled myfelf to tolerate the fight ox yahoos, and 
to converfe with Don Pedro de Mendez, yet my 
memory and imagination^ were perpetually filled 
with the virtues and ideas of thofe exalted Uouyh- 
nhnms. And when I began to confider, that, by 
copulating with one of the yahoo fpecies, I had be- 
come a* parent of more, it (bruok me whh the ut- 
mofk fhame, confufion, and horror. 

As fooa as 1 entered the houfe, my wife took 
me in her arms, and kified me ; at which, not ha- 
ving been ufbd to the touch of that odious animal 
for fo many years, IfeU into* a fwooa for almoftao 

boor. 
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hour. At the time I am writing, it is five years 
fipce my laft return .to England * : during the firft 
<yearl could not endure my wife or children in my 
prcfence : the very fmell of ihcm was intolerable ; 
.much lefs could I fuffer them to eat io the fame 
room. To this hour they dare not prcfume to 
fouch mybread, or drink out of the fame cup; 
neither was I ever able to let them take me by the 
hand. The firft money 1 laid out was to buy two 
young ftone-horfes, which I keep in a good (table, 
and next to them the groom is my great^ favour- 
ite; for I feel my fpirits revived t^ <hc fmell he 
contraAs in the ftable. My horfes undcrftand me 
tolerably well ; Iconverfe with them at l^aft four 
hours every day. They are ftrangers to bridle or 
faddle; they live in great amity with me» a^d 
friendfliip to. each ather* 

* This was intended as a mark, whereby the ttz£k p«int of time, 
' vben Dr. Swift had 6niihed this noble and grand performaoce, which, 
in the prophetic ftyle of his friend Pope, will in fiuure ages be the 
. admiration of all men, ihould be known to pcflerity. Sxvift. 
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CHAP. zn*. 

The author*s veracity. His defign in puhlijbing tUt 
work. His cenfure of tbafe traveUeri v/ho fvmvt 
from the truth. The auihsr clears himfelffrom eatf 
Jinifter ends in writing. .. An ohfeiiion anfmend. 
The method offdanting cobnies. His native cmntry 
commended. The right of the crown to tbofe cntntria 
defcribed by the author^ is juftified. Tie Affieukf 
of conquering them. The anther takei bis lafi lavs 
if the reader ; propofetb Ins manner cf living fn' the 
future \ gives good advice^ and cencludeth. 

THUS» gentle reader, I have given thee a £iith- 
ful hiftory of my travels for fixteen yean aod 
above feven months ; wherein I have not been fo 
iludious of ornament as of truth. I could perhaps, 
like others, have aftonifhed thee with ftrange im- 
probable tales ; but I rather chofe to relate plaia 
matter of faft in the fim pie ft manner aud ftylej be- 
caufe my principal defign was to inform^ and not 
to amufe thee. 

It is eafy for us who travel into remote countries, 
which are feldom vifited by Englifhmen, or other 
£Lr^peans> to form defcriptions of wonderful ani* 
mals both at fea and land. Whereas a traveller's 

* I muft confirfs, in the fpirit of candour aad fincerity, that I 
heartily wi(h this 12th chapter, which is, without exception, the 
dulleA piece (at lead that I can remember,) in his whole writingif 
were either burnt or annihilated. This indeed, like the reft of bit 
critics, I could eafily have pafTed over uncenfured ; perhaps they never 
obferved it t and yet all that I mean by this gentle feverity, (fori de- 
fpife the reputation of a little lenfiiriRg critic,) is, to fliew the worlds 
that J would fcorn to approve, through thick and thin, the works of 
the moft approved, confummate genius, in defpite to that little knov- 
ledge which I have endeavoured to acquire, as a dircAion to my owa 
lafteandjudg^meat. Swift. 

\ ebkf 
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chief aim (hould be to make men wifer and better, 
and to improve their minds by the bad, as well as . 
good examples^ of what they deliver concerning 
foreign places. 

I could heartily wilh a law was ena^ed, that eve* 
ry traveller, before he were permitted to publiih • 
his voyages, fhould be obliged to make oath before 
the Lord High Chancellor, that all he intended to 
print was ablblutely true to the bcft of his know- 
ledge ; for then the world would no longtrr be de- 
ceived, as it uiually is ; while fome writers, to make 
their works pafs the better upon the public, i.npofe 
the grofleft falfities on the unwary reader. I have 
pcrufcd feveral books of travels with great delight 
in my younger days ; but having fince gone over 
moft parts of the globe, and been able to contra* 
dift many fabulous accounts from my own obfer* 
vation, it hath given me a great difgud againfl this 
part of reading, and fome indignation to fee the 
credulity of mankind fo impudently abuied. There- 
fore, fince my acquaintance were pleafed to think 
my poor endeavours might not be unacceptable 10 
my country, I impofed on myfclf as a maxim never 
to be fwerved from, that I would Jlri^ly adhere to 
truth ; neither indeed can I be ever under the leaft 
temptation to vary from it, while I retain in my 
mind the leftures and example of my noble maftcr, 
and the other illuftrious Houyhnhnms, of whom 
I had fo long the honour to be an humble hearer. 

'Necji miferum fortuna Sinonejn 
Finxitt vaniun etiam, mendacemque^ improha finget , 

I know very well how little reputation is to be 
got by writings, which require neither genius nof 
learning, nor indeed any other talent, except a 
good memory, or an exaft journal. 1 know like- 
wife, that writers of travels, like diftionary makers, 
are funk into oblivion, by the weight and bulk of 
thofe who came laft, and therefore lie uppermoft. 
And it is highly probable, that fuch t^VJd\fct^^ h*\\x^ 

Vol. V, Y «aa^\ 
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fliall bertaftcr \\Cii the countries dclcribed in ihis 
work of mine, may, by detecting my errors, (ir" 
there be any,) and adding many new difcoveries of 
their own, judle me out of vogue, and Hand in my 
place, making the world forget that ever I was aa 
author. This mdeed would be too great mortifKra- 
t!on, if I wrote for fame : but as my fole incenttoa 
was the public good, I cannot be altogether dif^p- 
pointed. For who can read of the virtues I have 
mentioned in the glorious Houybuhnms without 
being afhamcd of his own vices, when be coufidert 
himfelf as the r^afoning, governing animal of his 
country ? I ihall fay nothing of thofe remote nati* 
ons, where yahoos pre fid e ; amongft which the 
leaft corrupted are the Brobdingna^ians, whofe 
wife maxinos in morality and government it would 
be our happine(s to obferve. But I forbear def- 
canting farther, and raiher leave the judicious rca- 
der to his own remarks and applications. 

I am not a little pleafed, that this work of mine 
can poilibly meet with no cenfurers : for what ob- 
jc6tion can be made again ft a writer, who relates 
only plain fa^ts, that happened in fuch didant coon- 
tries, where we have not the leaft intereft with re- 
fpe^l either to trade or negotiations ? 1 have care* 
fully avoided every fault, with which common 
writers of travels are often ^o juftly charged. Be* 
lides I meddle not in the leaft with any party, but 
M'rite without paiuon, prejudice, or ill-will againft 
any man, or number of men whatfoevcr. I write 
for the noblcft erwi, to inform and inftru6t man- 
kind, over whom 1 may, without breach of mo- 
defty, pretend to fomc iuperiority, from the ad- 
vantages I received by convcrllng fo long 'among 
the moft accomplifhcd liouvhnhnms, I write with- 
out any viiw towards proiit or praife. I never fuf- 
fer a word to pafs, that may look like xcfleAion, or 
poflibly give the lea 11 offence, even to thofe who arc 
moft ready to take it. bo tliat I hope^ I may with 

jullice 
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juftice pronounce myfelf an author perfcAIj blame** 
lefs ; again (I whom the tribes of anfwerers, confi- 
derers, obfervcrs, refTeilers, detcdtcrs^ remarkei-s, 
will never be able to find matter for exerciiiog theic 
talents. 

I confefs, it was whifpered to mc, that I wa^ 
bound in duty, as a fubjedt of England, to have 
given in. a memorial to a fecretary of ftate at my 
tirft coming over ; becaufe, whatever lands arc 
difcovered by a fubjeft, belong to the crown. But i 
doubt whether our conquefts, in the countries I 
treat of, would be as eafy as thofe of Ferdinando; 
Cortez over the naked Americans. The Lilliputi- 
ans, I think, are hardly worth the charge of a»^ 
fleet and army to reduce them; and I queftion? 
whether it might be prudent or fafe to attempt tlie 
Brobdingnagians : Or whether an £ngli(h armf' 
would be much at their eafe with the flying ifland 
;Over their heads. The Houyhnhnms, indeed^ ap« 
pear not to be fo well prepared for war, a fcienceto 
which they arc perfeft ftrangcrs, and efpecially a- 
gainft miflive weapons.. However, fuppoiing myielf 
to be a miniiler of ftate, I could never give my ad>- 
vice for invading them. Their prudence, unani*- 
mity, unacquaintednefs with fear, and their love of 
their country, would amply fupply all defeAs ia 
the military^ art. Imagine twenty thoufand of themr 
breaking into the midft of an European army*, 
confounding the ranks, ovanurning the carriages, 
battering the warriors faces into mummy by terrible 
jerks from their hinder- hoofs ;, for they would well 
dcferve the character given to Auguftus : Recalci-^ 
trat undique tutus, but inftcad of propofals for 
conquering that magnanimous nation> I rather wilk: 
they were in a capacity, or difpofition, to fend a 
fufficient number of their inhabitants for civilizing 
£ui*ope, by teaching us the firft principles of ho» 
nour, juftice, truth, temperance, public fpirit, for- 
titude, chaftity, fricndlhip, benevoleacei and fidc<» 
Y 1 X^v^^ 
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)ity : the names of all which virtues are ftill i^taio- 
ed among ns in moft languages, and are to be met 
with in modern, as well as ancient authors ; which 
i am able to afiert from my own fmall reading. 

But I had another reafon, which made me lefs 
forward to enlarge his Majefty^s dominions by my 
difcoveries : To fay the truth, I had conceived a 
few icruples with relation to the didributive judice 
of princes upoii thofe occafions. For inftance, a 
crew of pyrates are driven by a florm, they know 
not whither ; at length a boy difcovers land frotn 
the top maft ; they go on (hore to rob and plander; 
they lee an harmlefs people, are entertained with 
kindnefs ; they give the country a new name ; they 
take formal poflctflion of it for their king ; they feC 
up a rotten plank or a ftone for. a memorial ; they 
murder two or three dozen of the natives, bring 
away a couple more by force for a fample, return 
home, and get their pardon Here commences a 
new dominion, acquired with a title by divine rights 
Ships are fent with the iirft opportunity ; the natives 
driven out or dedroyed ; their princes tortured to 
difcover their gold ; a free licence given to all afts of 
inhumanity and lull ; the earth reeking with the 
blood of its inhabitants : and this execrable crew of 
butchers employed in fo pious an expedition, is a 
modern colony ^ fent to convert and civilize an idola- 
trous and barbarous people. 

But this deicription, I confefs, doth by no means 
affedt the Britifh nation, who may be an example 
to the whole world, for the wiiliom, care, and 
judice in planting colonies; their liberal endow- 
ments for the advancement of religion and learn« 
ing ; their choice of devout and able padors to pro- 
pagate Chriftianiiy ; their caution in ftockiog their 
provinces with people of fober lives and coaverfa- 
tions, from this the mother kingdom ; their ^n& 
regard to the didribution of judice, in fupplying 
the civil adminiftration through all their colonies 

widi 
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with officers of the greavcft abilities, utter ftrangers 
to corruption ; and to crown all, by fending the 
mod vigilant and virtuous governors, who have no' 
other views than the happinefs of the people over 
whom they prefide, and the honour of the Kitig 
their mailer. 

But. as thofe countries, which I have defcribedy' 
do not appear to have anydefire of being conquer^ 
ed, and cnflavcd, murdered or driven out by colo- 
nies; nor abound either in gold, filver^ fugar, oi^ 
tobacco ; I did humbly conceive, they were by uo' 
means proper objects of our zeal, our valour, or ' 
our interefl. However, if thofe, whom it more* 
concerns, think it fit to be of another opinion, I 
am ready to depofe, when 1 Ihall be lawfully called^ 
that no European did ever vifit thefe countries be- 
fore me : I mean, if the inhabitants ought to be' 
Believed ; unlefs a difpute may arife, concerning 
the two yahoos faid to have been feen many ages 
ago upon a mountain in Houyhnhnm-Iand. 

But, as to the formality of taking pofieffion in • 
my fovercign's name, it never came once into my" 
thoughts; and if it had, yet, as my affairs then 
ftood, I fhould perhaps in point of pruderice and' 
felf-prefervatiori have put it off to a better opportu-- 
niiy. 

Having thus anfwercd the only objeftton that 
can ever be railed againft me as a traveller; I here 
take a final leave of all my courteous readers, and 
return to enjoy my own fpeculaiions in my little 
garden atRedriff; to apply thofe excelitnt leflbns*- 
of virtue which I learned among the Houyhnhnms; 
to inftrudt the yahoos of my own family, as far as 
1 (hall find them docible animals; to behold my fi- 
gure often in a glafs, and thus, if poflible, habitu- 
ate myfclf by time to tolerate the fight of a l.uman 
creature : to lament the brutality of Houyhnhnms - 
in my own country, but al'vays treat their perfons 
with refpedt for the fake of .my noble maflcr, his 

Y.3 l?)xd\M^- 
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i'zmiljp his friends, and the whole Houjhnhnm 
race, whom thefe of ours have the honour to re* 
femble in all their lineaments^ however their iotel- 
IcAuals came to degenerate. 

I began h(i week to permit my wife to fit at 
dinner with me at the farthcd end of a long table ; 
and to anfWer (but with the utmod; brevity.) the 
few queftions I afked her. Yet> the fmell ot a ya* 
boo continuing very offenfiye, I always kept my 
Mofe well Aopped with rue> lavender, or tobacco- 
leaves. And, although it be hard for a man late 
in life to remove old habitSj I am not altogether 
out of hopes in fome time to fuffer a neighbour 
yahoo in my company, without the apprehenfioDS 
1 am yet under of bis teeth or his claws. 

My reconcilement to the yahookind in general, 
might not be fo difficult, if they woul4 be content 
with thofe vices and follies only which Nature hath 
iptitled them to. I am not in the leaft provoked at 
rlie fight of a lawyer, a pick- pocket, a colonel, a 
fool, a lord, a gamtfler, a politician, a whore- 
monger, a phyfician, an evidence, a fuborner, ao 
attorney, a traitor, or the like : this is all accord- 
ipg to the due courfe of things ; but when I behold 
a lump of deformity and difeafes, both in body and 
mind, fmitten with pride, it immediately breaks all 
the meafures of my patience ; neither {hall I be ever 
able to comprehend how luch an apimal, and (uch 
a vice, could tally together. The wife and virtu- 
ous Houybnhnms, who abound in all excellencies 
that can adorn a rational creature, have no name 
for this vice in their language, which hath no terms 
to expiefs any thing that is evil, except thofe where- 
by they defcribe the deteftable qualities of their ya- 
hoos, among which they were not able to di Ainguifh 
this of pride, ior want of thoroughly upderf^anding 
human nature, as it (hewcth itfelf in other coun- 
tries where that animal prefides : Put {, who had 

more 
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more experience, could plainly obferve fome nidi*^ 
inents of it among the wild yahoos. 

But the Houyhnhnms, who live under'the go- 
Tcrnment of reaf(H), are no more proud of the good 
qualities they poflefs, than I fhould be for not 
wanting a leg or an arm, which no man in his wicf 
would boaft of, although he muft be miferable with* 
out them. I dwell the longer upon this fubjeft, 
from the defire I have to make the focicty of an. 
Englifb yahoo by any means not infupportable ; and 
therefore I here in treat thofe, who have any tinc- 
ture of this abfnrd vice> that they will not prefume 
tp. come in my fight. 

*9* To moftify pride, which irjeed wii not oii^e for man, and. 
prodnc«v not only the moft ridicu!ous foHiet, bat the moft extenfive 
Cilamit7». appears to have been one general view of the auihor in e?e* 
ry part of thefc travels. Pcrfonal ftrcngt-h and bewoty, the wifdoiD- 
and the vinue of mankind, become olJe£h, not of pride, but of ha- 
milfry^ ift the diminutive ftaiure and contemptible Aeakneft of the 
Lilliputian* J in the horrid deformity of the B^obdingnagiins $ in the 
learn'd fully of the Liputiansj and in the parallel drawn between' 
cur manners. and thofe of the Hcuyhnhnms. 

SA'ift*s Gulliver is a diri^, plain, and bitter ^dre, againft the in- 
muiK-rable follies and corrup ions in law, politics, learning, morals, 
and religion. And without difpuce thtfe manifold cnnnptions have, 
in a courfe of agrs, by the refineiuents and gloflcs of in!qui ous men, 
arrived at la!l to fnch /Irength and effrontery, as to rendrr it impuflible 
fur all the wit and genius that ever warmed the imagination of a fa« 
tirift, to laib them v^ich any degree of feve:i;y proportionaJ'to ihaf 
excefs of perturbation and mifchicf which they feverally occjHoo in. 
fhr great circle of fociety. All therefore, which can be done by a 
wife man, (feeing that by nature he is appointed to zStf for the fpace 
of thirty, fifty, or fivcnty years, fome ridicaloos filly part in this 
fantailic theatre of mifery, vice,, and corruption,) is either to lament, 
with Heraclitu*:, the. iniquities of the world; or, which is the more 
chearfuU and therefore Ldo prefume the more eligible courfe, tu laugh 
with Democriiu% at all the knaves and fools upon earth. And ac* 
cordtngly we find, that Or. Swift has, in thcfe travels, exerted a fOrt 
of ridicule an J falire, pointed fo 6htOiy ag*tinfbthe depravities of hu- 
man kind, and fupported with fuch an abundance ot wit and pieafan* 
try, as indeed more than perfuade us to believe, that his intention was 
either to laug i vice and immoraliiy, if it were poHible, quite out of 
the world ; or at leafV to avenge the caufe of virtue on all the patrons 
•r abettors of iniqui y. Siii/f, 
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ATritical Essay upon the Faculties- 
of the Mind *. 

To 

SIR, 

« "D E I N G fo great a lover of aotiquities, it wai 

* ^ rcafonable lo fuppofcyou would be very much 

* obliged with any thing that was new, 1 have been 

* of late offended with many writers of eflays and 

* moral difcourfes, for running into ftalc topics 
' and threadbare quotations^ and not handling 

* their fubjeft fully and clofely : all which errors 

* I have carefully avoided in the following effay, 

* which I have propokd for a pattern for young 

* writers to imitate. The thoughts and obfervaii- 

* ons being entirely new, the quotations untouched 

* by others, the fubjcdt of mighty importance, and 

* treated with much order and perfpic uity, it hath 

* coft me a great deal of time ; and I defire you 

* will accept and confider it as the utmoft effort of 

* my genius.' 

PHILOSOPHERS fay. that man is a microcofm, 
or little world, relembling in miniature every 
part of the great ; and, in my opinion, the body 
natural may be compared to the body politic i and 

if 



• This clTay will make you fmile. Orrery, 

In this piece the fplrit of ridicule is very highly difplaycd. The 
author gravely pretends, that tbis fubji-^ is of mighty importance J 
that his fentiments are entirely new ; that his quotations are untouch* 
ed by others : and. above all, that he has treated his fukje£t with 
fc^ much 
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if this be fo how can the Epictireanls opinion be 
true^ that the univerfe was formed by>a fortuitous 
concourfe of atoms ; which I will no more believe, 
than that the accidental jumbling of the letters of 
the alphabet could fall hj chance into a mod inge* 
nious and learned treaiife of philofophy. Rtjum 
tcneatis amicif [Hor] This falfe opinion muft 
needs create many more ; it is like an error in the 
£r/l conco£Uon, which cannot be corrcAed in the 
fecond ; the foundation is weak> and whatever fu** 
per{lru£lure you rai'ie upon it, mui\ of necefiity 
fall to the ground. Thus men are led from one 
error to another, until with Ixion they embrace a 
cloud indead of Juno; or, like the dog in tlie fa« 
ble, lofe the fubftauce in gaping at the fhadow : For 
fuch opinions cannot cohere ; but like the iron and 
clay in the toes of Nebuchadnezzar's image, mud 
feparate and break in pieces. I have read in a cer* 
tain author* that Alexander wept, becaufe he had 
oo more worlds to conquer; whicn he needed not 
have done, if the fortuitous concourfe of atoms 
could create one ; but thi^ is an opinion fitter for 
that many headed bead the vulgar to entertain, tliaa 
for ib wife a man as Epicurus ; tbe corrupt part of 
his feA only borrowed his name, as the monke]^ 
did the cat's claw to draw the chefnut out of the 
fire. 

However, the firft ftcp to the cure is to know the 
difeafe; and though truth may be difiicult to find, 

nuch order, folners, and perfpicuity ; oq which account he hath 
propofed it as a pattern tor yuung writers to imitate, and di* (ires it 
may beconfidcrcd as the utmoft effort of bis genius. Whereas, in faft, 
Che Aibjed is ot liitle importance, the fentimcnts are old and ftale^ 
the quotations are thread baie : and to complete his ridicule, he has 
treated his fubjccl in a light, carclcfs, rambling, fupetficial manner, 
i^ithout order, fulncfs, meaning, or perfpicuity : and therefore it is 
only to be confidcred, like the Meditation on a Broomftick, [Vol. 7 
p, 104] in a farcical, fatiric Vight, defigncd purely to expofc the folly 
and temerity of thofe brainlefs, illiterate fcribblers who are eicrnaN 
ly plaguing their contemporaries with a parcel of wild, incoherent 
noflfeofical traib. Swift, 
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becaore, as the philofopher obfervcs, fhc llveris 
the bottom of a well, yet we need not, ]ike blind 
men, grope in open day-light. I hope I may be 
allowed among fo many far more learned men to 
offer my mite, fince a (lander-by may fometimes per- 
haps fee more of the game, than he that plays it. 
But I do not think a philolbpher obliged to ac* 
count for every phsenomenon in nature, or drown 
himfclf with Ark^otle, for not being able to folve 
(he ebbing and flowing of the tide in that fatal feo* 
tence he pafl upon himfelf, ^ui^ te non capio^ tu capia 
me. Wherein he was at once the judge and the crimir 
naU the accufer and executioner. Socrates, on the 
other hand, who faid he knew nothing, was pr5- 
nounced by the oracle to be the wifeft man in the 
world. 

But to return from this digrefSoti, I think It as- 
clear as any demonftration in Euclid, that nature 
does nothing in vain ; if we were able to dive into 
her fecrct recefles, we (hould find that the fmallcft 
blade of grafsy or mod contemptible weed, has its 
particular ufe : but fhe is chiefly admirable in her 
minuteft compofitions ; the leart and moft contemp- 
tible infeft moft difcovers the art of nature, if 1 may 
fo call it ; though nature, which delights in variety, 
will always triumph over art : and as the poet ob- 
ferves, 

Naturam expellas furca licet ^ «i/?w^ recurret, HbR. 

But the various opinions of philofophers, have 
fcattered through the world as many plagues of the 
mind as Pandora's box did thofe of the body, only 
with this difference, that they have not left hope 
at the bottom. And if truth be not fled with Af* 
trea, fhe is certainly as hidden as the fource of tbe 
I^iJe, and can be found on^y in Utopia. Not. that 
I would reflect on thefe wife fages, which would be 
Or fori of ingratitude; and he that calls a man uo- 
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grateful, fums up all the evil a man can be guilty 
of. 

hgratum Ji dixeris omnia diets. 

But what I blame the philofophers for (though 
fome may think it a paradosiL), is chiefly their pride ; 
nothing lets than an i^e dixit, and you aiuft pin 
your£aii4i on ihcir Aecve. And though Diogenes 
lived in a tub, there might be, for aught I know, 
as much pride under his ra^s, as in the fine-fpun 
garment of (he divine Plato. It is reported of this 
Diogenes, that when Alexander came to fee him, 
and promifed to give him whatever he would afk, 
the Cynic only anfwer&d, *' take not from me what 
*' you can ft not give me, but Aand from between 
^ mc and^he lights" which was almoft as extrava- 
gant, as the philofopher that flung his money into 
the fea, wuh this remarkable faying- 

How differeat was this man from the ufurer, 
who being told his fon would fpend all he had got, 
•replied, *' He cannot take more pleafure in fpend- 
'^ ing, than I did in getting it/' Thefe men could 
fee the faults of each other, but not their own ; 
thofe they flung into the bag behind ; non videmus 
id manticae quod .in tergo eji*. I may perhaps be 
cenfured for my free opinions t^ thofe carping Mor 
mus's whom authors worihip as the Indians do the 
devil, for fear. They will endeavour to give my 
i*eputation as many wounds as the man in the alma« 
nack ; but I value it not ; and perhaps, like fiitf, 
they may buz fo often about the candle, till they 
burn their wings. They muft pardon me, if I ven- 
'ture to give them this advice, not to rail at what 
.they cannot underdand : it does but dilcover that 
felf- tormenting paflion of envy, than which the 

«}• AIU«ding to the fable of Phaednis, that Jupiter hid hung o/er 
every man^s ihruldcr two fatchels, of wlilch one hung before, a d 
cmtained the faults of his neighkiir^ and the oiher bt^hind, whi.b 
<oiuained bis own. 
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greateft tyrant never invented a more cruel tor- 
ment. 

Invidia Siculi non invenere tyranni 
Tormentum majus Juv. 

I muft be fo bold to tell my critics and witlings, 
that they can no more judge of this, than a maa 
that is born blind can have any true idea of co- 
lours. 1 have always obfcrved that ycur emp7 
▼eflels found loudeft : I value their lafhes as little 
as tbe Tea did thofe of Xerxes, when he whipped 
it., f. The utmoft favour a man can expeft from 
them is, that which Polyphemus promifed Ulyflesi 
that he would devour him the laft : they think to 
fubdue a writer as Caefar did his enemy, with a 
veniy vidi, vici. I confefs I value the opinion of 
the judicious few, a Rymer, a Dennis, or a W-k; 
but for the reft, to give my judgement at once, I 
think the long difpute among the philofophcrs a- 
bout a vacuum may be determined in the affirma'- 
tivc, that it is to be found in a critic's head. They 
are at bed but the drones of the learned world, 
who devour the honey, and will not work them* 
felves; and a writer need no more regard them, 
than the moon does the ^barking of a little fenfelefs 
cur. For, in fpight of their terrible roaring, you 
may with half an eye difcover the afs under the 
lion's ikin. 

But to return to our difcourfe : Demoflhenes 
being afked what was the firft part of an orator, 
replied, a^ion: what was the fecond, a6iion: what 
was the third, a^^Hon : and fo on ad infinitum^ This 
may be true in oratory ; but contemplation in o- 
ther things exceeds adtion. And therefore a wife 
man is never lefs alone» than when he is alone : 
Nunquam minm fduSi quam cum folus. 

And Archimedes, the famous mathematician, 

•f Ii is told of X<;rxes, that \^hen the fca broke down the bridg« 
^of boats, which he had laid over the Hellelpoat, he ordered it to b« 
&cd| and fetters to be tVuowtv into it, 

X Wis 
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was fo intent upon his problems, that he never 
minded the foklier who came to kiH him. There- 
fere, not to detraft from the juft praife that be*. 
Iong» to orators, they ought to confider that na* 
ture, which give us two eyes to fee, and two ears 
to hear, has given ns but one tongue to fpeak, 
wherein however fbme do fo abound, that th^ 
virtttofi, who have been fo long in fearch for the 
perpetual motion, may infalliblv find it there. 

Some men admire republics, becaufe orators 
ffourifli there moft, and are the great enemies of* 
tyranny : but my opinion is, that one tyrant is bet- 
ter than a hundred. Befides, tbefe orators inflame 
the peiHiIe, whole anger is really but a fhof t fit of 
madnefs. 

Ira furor hrevU ^.— — Hou. 

After which laws are like cobwebs, which may' 
catch fmall flies, but let Wafps and hornets break 
shrough. But in oratory the greateft art is to hide 

TCSXm 

Artis eft celare arteni 

But this muflr be the work of rime; we muft lay 
hold on all opportunities, and let flip no occafion, 
elfe we fliall be forced to weave Penelope's web, 
unravel in the night what we fpun in the day. 
And therefore I have obferved, that time is paint- 
ed with a lock beFore, and bald behind, flgnifying 
thereby, that we muft take time (as we fay ) by the 
forelock, for when it is once paft, there is no re- 
calling it. 

The mind of man is at firft (if you will pardon 
the expreflion) like a tabula rafa^ or like wax, 
which, while it is foft, is capable of any impreffion, 
till time has hardened it. And at length death, 
that grim tyrant, flops us in the midft of our car- 
reer. The greateft conquerors have at laft been 
-conquered by death, which fpares none, from the 
fceptre to the fpade. 

Mors omnibus communis. 

VoL.V. Z . V». 
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All rivers go to thtf fea, but none return fronir 
it. Xerxes wept when he beheld his army, to con- 
fider that m Icis than an hundred years they would 
be all dead : Anacreon was choaked with a grape- 
ftone i and vioknt joy kills as well as .violent grief. 
There is nothing in this world conflant, but io- 
condancy ; yet Plato thought, that if virtue, would 
appear to the world in her own native drefi. all 
men would be enamoured with her. But now* 
fmce intereft governs the world, and men negleA 
the golden mean, Jupicer himfelf, if he came oa 
the earth, would he defpifed, unlefs it were, as be 
did to Danae« .in a goldeai^ower: for we now-a* 
days worflup the-riuug fun, and not the fetting. 
Donee erisfilix nniltos riumerabu amicos 

Thus have I, in obedience to your commandit 
ventured to expofe myfclF tocenfure in this criticad 
age. Whether I have done right to mj fubjefi 
muft be left to the judgement ot the .learned read- 
er : however. I cannot but hope^ that my attempt* 
ing of it may be an encouragement for fbfme am 
pen to pcrform.it with more fucceis. 
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PuKDiCTroNs for the year 1^708 *. 

Wherein tKe month, and day of the month, are 
fet dowot the perfons named, and the great a£ti^ 
ons and events of next year ps^ticnbirly relat* 
ed; as they will come to pafs. 

Written ta^ prevent the people rf Ehgbtndfrcm being 
farther impofid on by the vulgar (dmanadt-nuAers. 

BylSAAC BfCKERSTAFF^ Efq, . 

T HAVE long confidered the gro& abvife of aflro^ 
*'- logy in thb kingdom, and upon debating th& 
matter wkk myftlf, I couM not poiBbly lay the 

■ • It itiridi thatdit MtBof, wim hebaawHt thiflpapcr, ank 
^fji( ac a kiif what name to frefirto if, t»affin^ through JLo^^acrMf 
oBferved a ^S» over a houie wbe/c a lockfmith dwelt, and fbuM ^ 
ttuneSicierfiaff}imnen uncler it t which being a name fomewbat mi- 
#bfninoa, be cbofe to call htmielf |fiMi JSkJUrjIafi Tbia name waf 
Ibme tina^ afterwards made life of by Sir Richard Steele, aAd Mr. 
Addifon, in the Tatlera ^ in which papen, aa wcU as many of tb« 
SpeAator,' it is well icnoWo, that the antbdr had a conlidcrabk paru 

. The papers which relate to Pattndge the almanack- maker, ar# 
entirelyhumorow : and although they are not only temporary but 
local; yet, by an art pecaliar to Swift, bimf.-if, ' thr/ are tendered 
ifltmonul, fo as to be read with pkafure^ as long as iba EngUfli lan- 
guage fubfiftf. Orrsry 

In the papers rslattng to Partridge the almanack- maker, thcftf 
^ho have a tafte for minh and htimour, will frnd abundance of en^ 
tertainment. They arr- defigned ae a ridkfcile tzpon aU that foolitt 
tribe, who fet np'for aflrologers, and wUhouc one rag ot learting 
are great pretenders to fcieoce. 'the elegy on Partridge (in vol. vii. |^. 
2d4.) can never be fdfficienrl^ relifhed by thofe who are unacquainu 
rd with ihufe whimfica) tra£t;. Hbwever, it is a -point worth ob* 
lerving, that upon all occafions Dr. Swilt remembeicd the fanatical 
party ; neither would he allow a poor cubler, (Warmonger, and quack, 
to go out of the world, untij, upon his' death bed, he had declared 
himfelf a nonix)nfotmiit, and had a fanatic preacheif to be hisfpiritual 
guide. Swift, , 

Z % Sx^ 
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fault upon the art, but upon thofe gro/s iinpoftcrs» 
who fet up to be the artifts. I know fcveral karn- 
ed men have contended, that the wholie is a cheat > 
that it is abfurd and ridiculous to imagme, the ftars 
ran have any icfluence at all upon hutnan aAions, 
thoughts* or inclinations ; and whoever hath not 
bent his ftudies that way, may be excufed fer thisk^ 
log fo^ when he lees In how wretched a manaer 
that noble art is treated by a few mean illiterate 
traders between us and the ftars ; who import a 
yearly ftock of nonfenfe, lyes, foUy« and impersK 
nence, which they offer to the world as genoiae 
from the planets, though they defcend from do; 
greater a height than their own brakeiab 

I intend in a fhort time to publifh a large and 
jaiioeal defence of this arc^ and therefore ihalt far 
iio more io its jufttfication at prcfenl* than Chat H^ 
hath been in aU ages defended by many learDe4 
men, and among the reft by Socrates himfelf, whonv 
I look upon as Bndoubcedly the wifcft of mniofplr- 
cd mortals; to which if we add, that thofe wbor 
have condemned his art, though otherwife leamcdii 
having been fnch as either did not apply^ their fhr« 
dies this way, or ac leaft did not fucceed in their 
applications ; their teftimony will not be of much 
weight to its difadvantage, fince they arc liable to- 
the common obje£Hon of condemning what thq[ 
did not underftand. 

Nor am I at all o&nded, or do i thiofe it an in-* 
iury to the art, when I fee the common dealers tir 
St, the Jludents in ajirohgy, the philomaths ^ and the 
reft of that tribe, treated by wife men with the ut- 
moK fcorn and contempt ; but I rather wonderr 
when I obferve gantlemen in the country, rich e- 
nough to ferve the nation in parliament, poring 
into Pat ridge's almanack, to find out the events of 
the year, at home and abroad ; not daring to pro- 
pofe a hunting match, till Gadbury or he have 
^ed the weather. 
if- ' I wiH 
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Fwin allcMT either of the two I have mentioned* 
err any oiher of the fraternity, to be not only aftro* 
logers, but conjurers too, if I do not produce a 
Iniodred inftances in all their almanacks to con« 
vince any reafonable man, that they do not fo 
nnuch as underftand common grammar and fyntax; • 
that they are not able to fpell any word out of the 
ufual road, nor even in their prefaces to write 
conunon felife or intelHgible Engliih. Then for 
their obfervations and prcdidions, they are fuch 
as will equally fuit any age or country in the world. 
This month a certain great perfon vtiil te threatened' 
wth fleath orJtLknefi. Tlus the news- papers will 
tell them ; for there we fiad at the end of ihe year,.^ 
tkat no mtfnth paffirs without the death of iome' 
|>erfon of note ; and it would be hard, if it ihould 
te otherwife,- when there are at leail two thoufand* 
perfons of note in this kingdom, many of them 
old, and' the almanack-maker has the liberty of' 
cbufing the (icklieft ieafohofthe year, where he 
may fijf'his predifkien. Again, this month' an emi'* 
Hint cUrgymUn iviU be preferred \ of which there 
may be fotne hundreds, half of them with one foot 
in the grave. Then, fuch a planet in fuch a houft^ 
fkewi grt^t machinations, plots and conffiracies, that 
may in time be broitght to light : after which, if we 
hear of any difcovcry, the ailrologer gets ih^ ho- 
nour ; if not, his predidlton iWW flands good. And 
at laft. Giod preferve King IVitiiam from ail his t^en 
andfecret enemies. Amen. When, if the King fliould 
happen to have died, the ailrologer plainly fore- 
told it ; otherwife it pa£[<sth but for the pious eja- 
culation of a loyal iubjed ; though it unluckiiy 
happened in fome of ihetr almanaks, that poor 
King William was prayed for many months after ■ 
he was dead, becaufe it fell cut, that he died about 
the beginning of the year. 

To mention no more of their imperMQcnt pre* 
diAionsy what have we to do wiih their advertife- 

Z 3 \£^^\!iM^ 
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nients aboat piils and drink for the vemrtalSfi^f 
or their mutual quarrek in verie aod profc of Whig 
an.1 Tory, wherewith the ftars have liule to do? 

Having long obferred and lameated Aefe^ and a 
hundred other abufes of this art^ too- tedious to- 
rcpjat, I refolved to proceed in a new way, which 
I doubt not will be to the general fatisfajtion of 
the kingdom : I can thb year produce bat a fped- 
mcn of what i defign for the future ; baying cm- 
ployed moft part of my time in adjufting and cor- 
recting the calculations I made fome years pa^» be- 
caufe I would offer nothing to the world* of which 
I am not as fully fatisfied, as that I ain^now alivCr- 
For theie two lad years, I have not failed in aboTC 
one or two partirul irs, and thofe of no very great 
moment. I exadlly foretold xht mifcarriage at 
Toulon, with 9II its particulars, and the lofs of 
Admiral Shovel ; though I was midaken as to the 
day, placing that accident . about thirty fix hours 
fooncr than it happened; but upon reviewing my 
fchemcs, I quickly found the caufe of that error. 
I likewife foretold the battle of Almanza to the 
very day and hour, with the lofs on both fides, 
and the confcquences thereof. AU which I flicw- 
ed to fome friends many months before they hap- 
pened, that is, I gave them papers fealed up^ to 
open at fuch a time, after which they were at li- 
berty to read them; and there they found my pre- 
diAions true in every article, except one or two 
very minute. 

As for the few following predi&ioos I n.)w offer 
the world, I forebore to publifh them, till I had 
perufed the feveral almanacks for the year we are 
now entered upon. I found them all in the ufu^l 
ilrain, and I beg the reader will compare their 
manner with mine : ^nd here I make bold to tell 
the world, that I lay the whole credit of my art 
upon the truth of thcfe prediAions ; and I will be 
content, that Painrldgc, and the reft of his dan, 
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may hoot me for a cheat and ia>poflor» iF I fail ia 
any fingle particular of moment. I believey anf 
man who reads this Mper, will look upon me to 
be at leaft a perfon of as much boncfty ^nd under^ 
flandingt as* a- common maker of almanacks. Ldo 
not lurk in the dark; Lam noiL,.iiihoUy unknown 
in the world ; I have fet my name at Unath, to be 
s^ mark of infamy to inaokuulr if they ihall find I 
deceive them 

In one point- 1 mnd defire to- be forgiven, that I 
talk more i]paringly of home*affairs : as it would be 
knprudence to difcover fecrets of fcate^ fo it might 
be dangerous to my perfon ; but ki Anallcr matters^ 
and fuch as are not of publie confequence, 1 ihall 
be very free ; and the truth of my conjeAurcs will 
as much appear from thefe as the other. As for 
the moft fignal events abroad, in France, Flaoders* 
Italy and Spain, I (hall make no fcruple to prediA; 
them in plain terms r fome of them are of impor- 
tance, and I hope I fhall feldom miftake the day 
tli^y will happen ; therefore, I think good to in* 
form the reader, that I all along make ufe ot the 
§ld Jiyle^ obferved in Ensland, which I defire be 
will compare with that of the Dews-papers, at the 
time they relate the anions I mention. 

I muft add one word more : 1 know it hath been 
the opinion of fcveral learned perfons, who ihink 
well enough of the true art of aftrology, that the 
ftars do only incline, and not force the actions or 
wills of men : and therefore, however 1 may pro- 
ceed by right rules, yet I cannot in prudence fo 
confidently afTure the events will follow exafliy as I 
predict them. 

' I hope I have naturally confidered this objeAion, 
which in fome cafes is of no little weight For ex* 
ample ; a man may, by the iifluence oF an over* 
ruling planet, be difpofed or inclined to luft, rage, 
or avarice, and yet by the force o^ reafon overcome 
that evil influence ; and this was the cafe of Socra- 
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tes ^: but the great ewtntb of thft worki, ufualff' 
depending upon nomben of mttkj it canoot Be a* 
pcAed they ihould aU unite to c^oft their inclkiaii* 
ons, for purfuing a general d(!ffigii» wherein they 
unanimouily agree B^fidei, the ioflneiKe of the 
ftars reachei to many aA'iOot and-ereiHt, ^which are 
not any way in the power of reafbfv; ai ljcluiefs« 
death, and what we comnKMilyGalf'aGcidents^ with* 
many more needlefs to repeat; 

Bur now it is time to proceed foitly prediAionsi 
which I have begun to eakolate from the time thae 
the fun enrert into Aries; And this I take to be 
properly the beginning of the natural year, I pur- 
fue them to the time that he enters Libra, or fome* 
what more, which is the bofy period of the year. 
The remainder I have not yet aOjafted, upon ac*' 
count of feTeral impedimehtf needlefs here to men*- 
tion : befidesy I- mud remind the reader again; that 
this is but a fpecimen of whatldefign in fucceeding 
years to treat more at large, if I may have libeny' 
and encouragement. 

Mj firfl predtdtton is but a trifle; yet I will men* 
tion it, to ihew how ignorant thofe ibttilh preten- 
ders to aftrology arc in their own concerrts : it re» 
lates to Partridge the almanack* maker; I have coo* 
fulted the ftar of his nativity bjr my own rulta, and' 
find he will infallibly die upon the 2pth of March 
next, about eleven at night, of a raging fever ^ 
therefore I advife him to confider of it, and fettk 
his aflPairs in time. 

The month of April will be obfervable for the 
death of many great perfons. On the 4fh wilt die 
the Cardinal de Noailies, Archbifhop of Paris : oO 

* A pbyflognomifl being brought by Socrates's fchoUrs, to exa- 
mine the features of their mafter, pronounceJ him, according to the 
rules of art, paflionate, intemperate, and libiJinjus; aod vihea far 
was reptojched and deride by rhem for a jiidt;L'ment lb remote from 
Che truth. Socritcs refcued him from their iLiAij, by declaring, that 
his natural difpviition was fuch as h^d bc.n dLilribvd^ before it was 
<Qtcc£ttd by tht rtudy of phiiofaphy,' 

i^ die 
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ffae I uht tbe young Priocc of Afturiat» fon to the 
Duke of Anjou r- on the 1 4th, a great peer of thiB 
reaka wiH die at his councry-houfe : on the loth, 
841 old lajrman of great lame for learning : and on 
the ijd^ an eminent gokifmitb in Lombard*ftreet. 
I could Acntion others, both at home and abroad^ 
al I did uot coofider fuch eirents of very little ofe or 
JoftruAkm to the reader, or to the world. 

At to public afiairs : on the 7th of this montk 
there w«U be an infiirrcAion in Dauphiof^ oocaA- 
•Qod hj die oppreffion of the people, which will noc 
be quieied ia fome months. 

On tb£ 15th, wilt be a Tioknt ftorm on tte 
ioach*Oi# CMft of Fcanoe, which will deifarojr maaf 
•f their fhtpt* and fome in the very haiboar. 

The tfthwiH be famous for the rtrolt of a whole 
province or hingdom, esKepting one city^ by w&idb 
Ae affairs of a cartam prince in the aUJance will 
Ifike n better face* 

May, agamft coflvnon cooje^hures, will be 00 t«i^ 

Jf haffmomk in Europe, but very fignal for the 
eath of the Dauphin, which will happen oi^tblh 
ilie 7th, after a ihort fit of £c1aiers, and §rielnDtir 
torments with the ftrangnry. He dio lefi lameniet 
by the court than the kingdom. i 

On the 9tii, a marefchaLof frauce will bvuali tii^ 
feg b|r a fiaii ^om his horfe; ( htows Uoi'beM' ablfe 
to <filcouer winether he will then die or ttdt. - 

On the 1 ith, will begin a moft fanportaut fiegt^ 
which the eyes oi ail Europe wtllbeupion : fdintiot 
be more particular : for in relating aftin that JW 
nearly comccm the eonfederutoir and eonfequently 
this kingdom, I am forced tv confide mtfclf, for 
fevcsral reafoas very obvious to the-tfeadtr/ 

On the 1 5th, news will arrive of a very forprifibg 
event, fhaiv which nothing coUld be more unexpected. 

Oi> the i$)th, three nMe ladies of t^h kitigdoitt 
wiH, ag'alnlt all expeftatiour peove wiA .ehiM, to 
she great joy of their huiband^. . ^^ 



274 PREDICTIONS FCfR 

On the 23d, a £iinous buffoon of thfc plfty-hooft 
will die a ridiculous death, fuitabk to hb vocacioD. 

June. This month will be diftinguiflied at home, 
by the utter difperfing of thofe ridiculous deluded 
eothufiafts, commonly^ called the Prophets \ occafi^ 
oned chiefly by feeing the tiin9'Come, when maoy 
of their prophecies Ihould be fulfiUed, and then 
finding themielTes deceived by contrary events. Il 
is indeed to be admired, how any deceiver can be* 
{o weak to foretel things near at hand, when a very 
icwmontBa muft of neceffitydiftovertbe impofture 
to all the world ; in this point lefr prudent thaa 
cemmon alaianack makers^ who are ib wife to 
wander in generals^ and talk dubioufly^ and leave 
to the reader the bofinefr of interpreting. 

On the J ft of this month, a French general wiE 
be killed by a random fhot oJF a cannon-ball. 
. On the 6thf a' fire will break, out in the fuburfaf 
of Piiris, which w^l deftroy above a^ thoufand 
houfes;. and feems to be the foreboding of what 
will happen, to the furpr:ze of all Europe, about 
the end of the following month. 

On the loth, a great battle wiQ be fought, which 
will begin at four of the clock in the afternoon, and 
laft till nine at night with great obftinacy^ but no 
ytrf dectflte event. I fhall* not name the' place, for 
|he rf afons aforefaid ; but the commanders on eacU 
left wing will be killed — -^1 fee bonfires> and hear 
the noife o^ guns for a viftory. 

On the I4th» there will- be a faUe rq>ort of the 
French king's death. 

On the 20ch, Cardinal Fortocarero will die of a 
dyfentery, wuh great fufpicion'of poifon^ but the 
report of his intention to revolt to King Chadca 
will prove falfe. 

July. The 6th of this month,- a certain genera) 
will, by a glorious a^ion, recover the reputation' 
he loft by former misfortunes. 

Or 
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On the 'X2th, a great commander ndll die a pri« 
foner in the hands of his enemies. 

On the 14th, a ihameful difcovery will be made,, 
of a French Jefuic giving poifon to a great foreign 
general ; and when he is put to the torture, he^il 
9Uiice wonderfuldifcoveries. 

In fhort, this will prove a month of gteat aftion, 
i£.I might have liberty to relate the particulanu 1 

At home» the death of an old famous fenator 
will happen, on the i^th, at his country-houfe^ 
worn with age and difeates. 

But that which will make this month memorable 
to all pofterity, is the death of the French king, 
Xewis the Fourteenth, after a week-s ficknefs at* 
Marli, which will happen on the 29th, about fix 
o'clock in the evening. It fcems to be an effcA of 
the gout m his:ftomach, followed by a flux. And 
in three days after, .Moniieur Chamillard will fol* 
low his malier, dying fuddenly of an apoplexy. 

.In this month likewjfe an ambaflador will die In - 
'London ; but I cannot affign the day. 

Auguft. The affairs of France will feem to fuf- 
fer no change for a while .under the Duke of Bur*. 
gundy*s adminiftration ; but. the genius that ani-. 
mated the whole machine being gone, will be the 
caufe of mighty turns and revolutions in the foUow-t 
ing year. The new king makes yet liitle change > 
eiihe» in the army or the minidry ; but the libels 
againft his grandfather, that fly about his very 
court, ghre himtuneafinefs* 

I fee *an expreis in mighty hafte, with joy and* 
wonder in his lodks, arriving by break of day on 
the 26th of this month, havmg travelled in three- 
days a prodigious journey by land and fea. In the 
.evening I hear bells and guns, and fee the blazing 
of a thoufand bonofires. 

A .young admiral of noble birth does likewife this 
month gain immortal honour by a great atchieve- 
meat. 
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The affiirs of Poland are th's month entirely 
fettled: Auguftus refigns hb preteofions, which 
he had again taken up K>r fomc time : Staiiiflaus is 

SeaceaUy poflefled of the throne ; and' ihc king of 
iredeo declares for the Emperor. 

I cannot omit one particnlar accident hef« at 
home ; that, near the end of this monthy moch 
mifchief will be done at Bartholoinew £air, by the 
fill of a booth, 

September. This month begins .with a ^rery iiir* 
prifing fit of frofty weather, which will laft near 
twelve days. 

The Pope having long languifhed laft month, the 
fwellings in his legs breaking, and the flcfb morri* 
fying, will die on the nth inftant : and in three 
weeks time, after a mighty conteft, be fuccceded 
by a cardinal of the imperial faction, but a native 
of Tnfcany, who it now about fixty-ooe years old. 

The French army ads now wholly on the defcn- 
five, firongly fortified m their trenches ; and the 
young French king fends overtures for a treaty of 
peace by the Duke of Mantua ; which, becaule it is 
matter of ftate that concerns us here at home, I 
ihall fpeak no farther of. 

I (hall add but one predidion more, and that in 
myftical terms, which (hall be included in a verfe 
out of Virgil. 

jf/Ur eritjam Ttthys^ et altera qmt vebat Jrg^ 
DeleSlos heroas. 

Upon the 25th of this month, the fulfilling of 
this predidion will be manifeft t6 every body. 

This is the fariheft I have proceeded in my cal- 
culations for the prefent year. I do not pretend 
that thefe are ail the great events which will happen 
in this period, but that thofe I have fet down will 
infallibly come to pafs. It will perhaps ftill be ob- 
jeAed, why I have not fpoke more particularly of 
~ irs at home, or of the fuccefs of our armies a* 
I9 which I might, and could very largely have 

dODCf 
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done ; bat thofe in power have wifeljr difcouraged 
aien from meddling in public concerns, and I was 
refolved by no means to give the lead offence. This 
I will venture to fay, that it will be a glorious cam* 
paign for the allies, wherein the £ndi£h forces, 
both by fea and land, will have their full fliare of 
honour : chat her Majefty Queen ANNE will con- 
tinue in health and profperity ; and that no ill acd* 
dent will arrive to any in the chief roiniftry. 

As to the particular events I have mentioned, the 
xeaders may judge by the fulfilling of them, whe« 
ther I am on the level with common aftrologers ; 
^who, with an old paultrycant, and a few pot-hooks 
for planets, to amuie the vulgar, have, in my opi- 
nion, too long been fuETered to abufc the world : 
but an honeft phyfician ought not to be defpifed, 
becaufe there are fucU things as mounrebanks. I 
hope I have fome (hare of reputation, which I 
would not willingly forfeit for a frolic of humour : 
and I believe no gentleman who reads this paper, 
will took upon it to be of the fame caft or mould 
with the common fcribblers that are every day 
hawked about. My fortune hath placed me above 
the little regard of writing for a few pence, which 
I neither value or want t therefore let not wife men 
too haflily condemn this efiay, intended for a good 
defign, to cultivate and impi-ove an ancient art, long 
in difgrace by having fallen into mean unfkilful 
hands. A little time will determine, whether 1 have 
deceived others or myfelf : and I think it is no very 
linreafbnable requeff , that men would pleafe to iu- 
fpend their judgements till then. I was once of the 
opinion with thofe who defpife all predictions from 
. the ftars, till in the year i686> a man of quality 
ihewed me, written' in his Album ♦, that the molt 

* Album is the name of a paper- book. In which it was ufual for a 
man*f friends.to urite down a fentence with their naones, to keq^ 
them in bis remembrance. It is &i\\ common in fonie oif the foreign 
univerlittcf. 

Vol.. V. A a ^ewBff^ 
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learned aftronomer, Captain Halley, afTuredliim, 
he would never believe any thing of the liar's kAxj^ 
eoce, if there was not a great revolution in Englami 
in the year 1688 Since that time I began to have 
other thoughts, and, after eighteen years diligent 
(iudj and appiicatioo, I think I have no rcafon to 
repent of my pains. I fliall detain the reader no 
ionger, than to let him know, that the account I 
dciign to give of next year's events, fhall take in the 
principal aff.iirs that happen in Europd ; and ifl be 
denied the liberty of ofi^ering it to my own country, 
I (hall appeal to the learned world, by publifhing it 
in Latin, and giving ordeF to have it printed ia 
Holhnd. 
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The Accomplishment of the firft of Mr. 

BlCKBRSTAFF*S PkeDICTIONS. 

Being an Account of the Dbatii of Mr. Par* 
TRiDGE» the Almanack* maker, upon the 29161 
snftanc *• 

In a letter to a perfon of honour. 

Written in the year j 708. 

fir LoR0, 

IN obedience to your Lord(hIp*s command?, as 
well as to fatisfy my own curiodty, I have for 
fome days pail enquired confiantly atier Partridge, 
the almanack-maker, of whom it was foretold it) 
Mr, Bicker ftaff's predi<ftions, publilhcd about a 
month ago, that he fhould die the 29th inAant a* 
bout eleven at night, of a raging fever. I had fome 
ibrt of knowledge of him, when I was employed in 
the revenue, becaufe he ufcd every year to prefent 
me with his almanack, as he did other gentlemen, . 
upoQ the fcore of fome little gratuity we gave him. 
i iaw him accidentally once or twice about ten days 
before he died, and obfervcd he began very mucli 
to droop and languifh ; though I hear his friends 
did not feem to apprehend him in any danger. 
About two or three day-s ago he grew ill, was con- 
fined firft to his chamber, and in a few hours after 
10 his bed, where Dr. Cafe and Mrs. Kiilcws f 
were fent for to vifa, and prcfcribe to him. Upon 

• See tn elegy on the foppofcd death of PartridgC; icToJ. vil. 0/204. 
an \ the epitaph, _p. ac 7. 

f Two fa|no»j c y^cks at that time. ^ 

A a a <iv '^ 
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this intelligence I fent thrice every day one iertant 
or other to enquire after hb health ; and yefierdaj, 
about four in the afternoon, word was brought 
me> that he was paft hopes : upon which I prcvaihi 
cd with myfelf to go and fee him, partly out of 
commiferation, and, I confefs, pardy out of curi- 
ofity. He knew me very well, feemed furprifed at 
sny condefcenfion, and made me compliments upon 
it, as well Sis he could in the condition he was. The 
people about him faid, he had been for fome tipar 
delirious ; but when I faw him, he had his under- 
ftanding as well as ever I knew, and fpoke ftrong 
and hearty, without any feemiog uneafmefs or coik 
ftraint. After I had told him how forry I was tor 
fee him in thofe melancholy circumftances, and faid 
fome other civilities, fuitaUe tathe occafion, I de- 
lired him to tell me freely and ingenuouflyr whether 
the prediAions Mr* Bickerftaff had publifhed rela«^ 
ting to his death, had not too much affeAed and 
worked on his imagination. He confefled, he had 
often had it in his head, but never with much ap«~ 
prehenfion, till about a fortnight before ;~ fiace- 
which time it had the perpetual pofleffion of his 
mind and thoughts, and he did verily believe war 
the true natural caufe of his prefent diftemper : for^ 
faid he, I am thoroughly perfuaded^ and I think I 
have very good reafons, that Mr. BickerAaff fpoke 
altogether by guefs, and knew no more what will' 
happen this year, than I did myfelf. I told him his' 
difcourfe furprifed me ; and 1 would be glad, he 
were in a ftate of health to be able to tell me, what 
reafon he had to be convinced of Mr. Bickerilaff 's 
ignorance. He replied, " I am a poor ignorant 
^Uow, bred to a mean trade; yet I have fenfe e- 
nough to know, that all pretences of foretcHing by 
aftrology are deceits, for this manifeft reafbnr, be* 
caufe the wife and the learned, who can only judge 
whether there be any truth in this fcience, do all 
unanimoufly agree to laugh at and defpife it, and 
^1^. none 
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ifotie bot the poor igooraor vulgar give itafty ere* 
dit, and that otAjf upon the word of fuch filly 
wretches as I and my mUows, who c4n hardly write 
0r fead^** I then aftxd him, why he had not calculated 
his own nativity; to fee whether it agreed with Bic«- 
kerftaff 's predi^ion ? u which he mook his head, 
and faid, " Oh ! Sir, this is no time for jeding, but 
fbr repenting thofe fooleries, as I dtf now from the 
very bottom of my heart/' ** By what lean gather 
from you," faid'Ii ** the obfervatioiis and prcdic* 
tions you printed with youf almanacks, were mere 
impofitionron the people." H^ replied, 'Mf ic 
were otherwife, I fhouM have the lefs to anfwer for. 
We have a common form fbr all thofe thinss; ai to 
foretelling the .weather, we never meddle with that» ' 
but leave it ta the printer^ who takies it out of any - 
oki almanack^ ^ he thinks fit ; the reft was my owo ' 
invention to. make my alaianack fell, -having a wife 
to maintatSy^nd no other way to get my bread ; for ' 
mending old ihoes is a poor livelihood ; and (added- 
be, fighmg,) I wifh I may. not have done more mif- 
chief by myphyfic than my aftrology ; though I had^ 
feme good receipjts ftt>m my grandmother, and my. 
own compofitions were fueh, as iHhoughi could ac 
kaft do'nohurt." 

I had fome other dtfeourfe with him, which now' 
I cannot call to mind ; and I fear I have already 
tired your Lordfliip. I ihall only add one circum- 
ilance, that on his death-bed he declared hknfelf a^ 
Don-conformift, and had a fanatic preacher to be 
his fpiritual guide. After half an hour's conver- 
fation I took my leave, being almoft ftifled by the 
clofenefs of the room I imagined he could not 
hold out long, and therefore withdrew to a little 
cofFeehoufe hard by, leaving a fervant at the houfe 
with orders to come immediately and tell me, as 
sear as he could, the minute when Partridge fhould 
expire, which was not above two hours after; when 
looking bpon my watch, I found it to be above &ic 

A a 3 XSVVCwXiXt^; 



part, tnougn i Deiieve no man natn leis t; 
thefie matters, yet I (hall wait with fome impj 
and not without fome expe^ation, the fulfil 
Mr. BickerflafF's fecond prediAion, that tl 
dinal de Noailles is to die upon the 4th of 
and if that flioold be Terified as exadiy as 
poor Partridge, I mud own I fhould be 
lurprifed, and at a lofs, and fhould infalli 
pe£t the accomplifhment of all the refl. 
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'If;. 

The Astrological Imposture conviflicd *. 

By John PartridgCy Student in Phyfic and Aftrology. 

JT is hard, my dear countrymen of thefc united 
^ nations, it is very hard, that a Briton born, a 
Proteftant aftrologer, a man of Revolution prinrci^- 
ples, an aflerrer of the liberty and property of the 
people, fhould cry out in vain for juf^icc again ft a 
Frenchman, a Papid^, and an illiterate pretender 
to fcience, that would blaft my reputation, moft in- 
humanly bury me alive, and defi-aud my native 
country of thofe fervices, which, in my double ca- 
pacity, I daily offer the public. ' 

What great provocations I have received, let the 
impartial reader judge, and how unwillingly, even 
in my own defence, I now enter the lifts againft 
falfehood, ignorance and envy : but I am exafper- 
ated, at length, to drag out this Cacus + from the 
den of obfcurity where he lurks, deteft him by the 
light of thofe ftars he has fo imprudently traduced, 
and (hew there is not a monfter in the ikies fo per- 
nicious and malevolent to mankind, as an ignorant 
pretender to phyfic and aftrology. I fliall not di- 
rectly fall on the many grofs errors, nor expofe the 

• This piece being on the fame fulje£l, and very rare, wc have 
thought fit to add it, though not written by the fime hand. 

— N. B. In the Dublin edition it is (aid to be written by the 
late Ncholas Rowe, Efq ; which is a mi flake: for the Rev. Dr. Yal- 
den, preacher of Bridewell, Mr. Partridge's near neighbour, diew it up 
for him. 

t AthieM€i2«diAa'ctreni4}yH«rcQle$, ' ' 
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notorious abfurdlties of this proftituted libdleri dIE- 
I; have let the learned worid fatrlj into the contro- 
▼erfy depending, and then leive tht unprejudiced 
to judge of the merits and juftice of my caufe. 

It was towards the conclufion of the jftar 17071 
when an intpudent pamphlet crept into the world, 
intitled. PredUiions^ &c. by Ifaac Bickerftafi; EJq\ 
»— — amongft the many arrogant afltsrtioos > laid 
down by that lyiog fpirit of diyination« he was 
pleafed to pitch on the Cardinal de Noailles and' 
myfelf, among many other eminent and illuftriouS' 
perfons, that wer^- to die within the compaft of 
the enfuingyear ; and peremptorily fixes the monthi 
day, and hour of our deaths: this, I think, is 
fix>rting with ^reat men, and public fpirits, to the 
urandal of religion, and reproach of power; and 
if fovereign princes* and aftrologers muft make di- 
veriion for the vulgar — — why;then, farewel, fay I^ 
to all governments, ecciefiaftical and civil.- But, I 
thank my better ftars, I am alive (o confront this 
falfe and audacious prediAor, and to make him 
rue the hour he ever affronted a man of fcience 
and refentment. The Cardinal may take what 
meafures he pleafes with him^ as his excellency is 
a foreigner, and a papift, he lias no reafon to rely 
on me for his juflificarion ; 1 {half only afiur^ the 
world he is alive --«— but as he was bred to letters, 
and is mailer of a pen, let ))im ufe it in his own 
defence. In the mean time I (hall pre fen t the pub- 
lic with a faithful narrative of the ungenerous 
treatment and hard ufage I have received from the 
virulent papers and malicious practices of this pre- 
tended aftrologcr. 

A true and impartial account of the proceedings of 
Isaac Bicker staff, Efq; agiiinft me. 

THE 29th of March, jinno Dom. 1708, being 
the night this iham-prophec had fo impni- 
rii^^ deotlf 



VKaSERSTAfP DETEGTSD. 28$ 

dently fiited for mj laft, which' ma<Ie little httpref- 
iion on myfelF, but I cannot anfwer for my whole 
fsLmily I for my wife* witE a concern more thaa 
jxfuii, prevailed on me to take fomcwhat to fweat 
for a cold ; and, between the hours of eight and 
nine, to goto bed ^ the maid, as (he was warming 
my bed, with a curiofity natural to yomng wenchet, 
runs to the window, and aiks of one paffing the 
ftreet,. who the bell tolled for ? Dr. Partridge, fayft 
he, the famous almanack- maker, who died mdden- 
hf this evening : the poor girl provoked, told himt 
he lyed like a rafcal ; the other very fedately re- 
plied, the fexton had (o informed him, and, if 
falfe, he was to Uame for impofing upon a ftran-" 

S* She a&ed a fecond, and a third, as they pa& 
, and every one was ia the fame tone. Now« 
X do noc fay thefe are accomplices to a certain^ af« 
trological 'iquire, and that one Bickerftaff mighr 
be fauntering thereabouts: becaufe I will afiert no* 
thing here but what I dare atteft for plain matter 
•f fad. My wife at this fell into a violent difor- 
der; and Tmuft own 1 was aliitFe difconipoftd'at 
die oddnefs of the accident. In the mean time one 
knocks at my door ; Betty runs down, and open* 
in^, finds afober grave perfon, who modeftly en* 
quires/lf this wab Dr. Partridge's ? (he taking him 
for Tome cautious city-patient, that canie at that 
time for privacy, fhews him into the dining-room; 
As foon as I could compofe m3Ffelf, I went tO'him,^ 
and was furprized to find my gentleman mounted 
on a table with a two foot rule in his hand, mea* 
Airing my walls, and taking the dimenfions of the 
roomr Pray Sir, fays I, not to inrerrupt you^ 
have yoB any bufinefs with mc ? only. Sir, replies 
he, order the girl to bf ing me a better light, for 
this is but a very dim one. Sir, fays I, my name 
16 Partridge : oh ! the doAor's brother, belike, 
cries he ; the ftair cafe, i believe, and thefe two 
apartments hung in clofe mourning, will be iuffi- 



288 BICKERSTAFF DETECTED. 

a knave as far as Gnibftreec, — although he lici in 
the moft exalted girret» and writes himfelf *G|uire : 
•—but I will keep my temper^ and proceed in the 
narration. 

I could not fttr out of doors far the fpace of 
three months after this, but prefently one comes 
up to me in the ftreet? Mr. Partridge, xhat cofin 
you was laft buried in, I have not yet been paid 
for t dodor, cries another dog, how do you think 
people can live by making of graves for nothing ? 
next time you die, you may even toll out the bell 
vourfelf for Ned. A third rogac ttprme by theel- 
bow, and wonders how 1 have the confcience tofneak 
abroad without paying my funeral eixipences. Lord 
fays one, I durft have fwore that was honeft Dr. 
Partridge, my old friend: but poor man, he is 
gone. I beg your pardon, fays another, you look 
fo like my old acquaintance, that I ufed to codiilt 
on fome private occafions ; but, alack, he is gone 

the way of all flcfh. Look, look, look, cries a 

third, after a competent fpace of ftaring at me, 
would not one think our neighbour the almaqack- 
maker was crept out of his grave to take the other 
peep at the ftars in this world, and (Hew how much 
he is improved in fortune telling, by having taken 
a journey to the other ? 

Nay, the very reader of our parifh, a good {o* 
bcTf difcreet perfon, has fent two or three times 
for me to come and be buried decently, or fend 
him fufficient reafoos to the contrary ; or, if I have 
been interred in any other parifh, to produce my 
certificate, as the aft * requires. My poor wife 
is almofl run diftradVed with being called widow 
Partridge, when flic knows it is falfe ; and once a 
term (he is cited into the court, to take out letters 

• Theflttuteof 30. Car. 11. for burying in woollen, re^rei, 
th&t oath ihaU be made of the compliance with tbit a£t, and a certi- 
fit ate thereof lodged with the minifter of the ptriib, within cijlif 
days after interment. 

I oi 



ipiCaCKRSTAFF DETECTED. :i8i> 

of adminiftratloQ. But tbe greacefl; grievance is, a 
paulcry quack, that takc^ up my calling juil under 
niy'noic, and in his printed dirrdions, wiih N, ti. 
hys^ he lives in the houfe of the bte ingenious Mr. 
Partridge, and eminent pra<S):itioner in U:athcr| 
phyiici and adrology. 

But to (he A' how far the wicked fpirit of envy, 
malice, and refentmcnt, can huriy fouie men, my 
nameleft old perfecutor had provided me a monu-v 
ment at the (lone cutter's, and would have eredled 
it in the parifb-church ; and this piece of notorious 
and t^^aRvc villainy had adkually fucceeded, if I 
had not ufed my ucmoft intereft with the veAry, 
where it was carried at laft but by two voices, that 
1 am alive That (Iratagem failing, out comes a 
long fable elegy, bedecked with hour-g)affi;s, mat-. 
Locks, Cculls, fpadcs, and ikeletons, with an epi- 
taph as confidently written to abufe me, and my 
profe0ion, as if I bad been under ground thefe 
twenty years. 

Aod^ after fuch barbarous treatment as this, can* 
the world bbme me, when I a(k, what is become 
of the freedom of an EnglKhman ? and where is 
the liberty and property, that my old glorious friend 
came over to aflert I we have drove Popery out of 
the nation, and i^t^t flavery . to. foreigp climes. 
The arts only ren>ain in bondage, when a man of 
Icience and charaAer (hall be openly infulted io the 
9iid(k of the aiany ufeful fervices be is daily pay- 
iilg the public. Was it ever hcHrd, even io Tur« 
key or Algiers, ^hat a (lace ailrologer was bantered 
out of his life by an ignorant impoAor, or bawlcrd 
out of the worJd by a ptck of villainous, deep- 
8M>uthed hawkers I though I print almanacks, and 
publifh advenifements ; though I produce certifi* 
cates lander the mini/lers and chuixh- wardens hands 
I am alive, and atteft (he fame on oath at quarter- 
fcnions, out comes a full and true relation of the 
death and interment of John Partridge; truth is 
Vol. V. B b \i^^^ 
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bore down, atteftations neglefted, the teftitnony of 
fober perfons defpifed, and a man is looked upon 
by his neighbours as if he had been fcvcn years 
dead, and is buried alive in the midfl of his friends 
and acquaintance. 

Now, can any man of common fenfe think it 
confiftent with the honour of my profcffion, and 
not much beneath the dignity of a philofopher, to 
ftand bawling before his own door ?— alive ! alive 
ho ! the famous Dr. Partridge ! no counterfeit, 
but all alive !•- as if I had the twelve celeftial mon- 
ftefs of the z^adic to flicw wuhin, or was forced 
for a livelihood to turn retailer to May and Bar- 
tholomew fairs. Therefore, if her Majefty would 
but gracioufly be pleafed to think a hardfliip of 
this nature worthy her royal confideration, and the 
next parliament, in their great wifdom, caft but 
an eye towards the deplorable cafe of their old 
fhihmath, that annually beftows his poetical good 
wifhes on them, I am fure there is one Ifaac Bic- 
kerftaff, Efq; would foon be trufled up for his 
bloody prediAions, and puiting good fubjeAs in 
terror of their lives : and that henceforward to 
murder a man by way of prop*iecy, and bury him 
in a printed letter, either to a Lord er a Common- 
er, (hall aa legally entitle him to the prefent pot 
ieffion of Tyburn, as if he robbed oe the highway, 
or cut your throat in bed. 

I (hall demondrate to the judicious, iSiat France 
and Rome are at the bottom of this horrid conipi- 
racy againd me ; and that Culprit aiorefaid is a 
Popifh emifTary, has paid his vifits to S. 'Germains, 
and is now in the mcafiires of Lewis XIV t That 
in attempting my reputation, there is a general 
maflacre of learning dtligned in thefe realms ; and 
through my fides there is a wound given to all the 
Froteftant almanack-makers in the univerfe. 

Vivat Regina. 
A 
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A Vindication of FsAAcEiCKERSTAFF, Efcj; 
a^ainft what is obj^rded to him by Mr. 
Partridge, in liis almanack for the prcv 
fcntyear 1709, 

By the faid Isaac Bicker staff, Efq; 
Written in the year 1709. 

MR. Partridge hath been lately pleafed to treat 
me after a irery rough manner, in that which 
is called, his almanack for the prefent year : fuch 
.ulage is very undecent from one gentleman to ano-- 
ther, and doth not at all contribute to the difcove* 
ry of truth, which ought to be the great end in all 
difputes of the learned. To call a man fool and 
TiUain, and impudent fellow, only for differing from 
him in a point merely fpeculative, is,- in my humble 
opinion, a very improper flyle for a perfon of his 
education. I appeal 10 the learned world, whether 
in my laft year's predidions I gave him the lead pro« 
vocation for fuch unworthy treatment. Philofo- 
phcrs have differed in ail ages; but the difcreeteit 
among them have always differed as became philOi- 
fophers. Scurrility and paflion, in a controverfy 
among fcholars> is juft fo much of nothing to the 
purpofe, and, at beft. a tacit confeffion of a weak 
cauie : my concern is not fo much for my own re- 

Sutarion, as that of the republic of letters, which 
Ir. Partridge hath endeavoured to wound through 
my (ides. If men of public fpirit muff be luperci- 
lioufly treated for their ingenious attempts, how 
will true ufefiil knowledge be ever advanced ? I wiih 
Mr. Partridge knew the thoughts which foreign 
•univerfities have conceived of has ungeacra^^ ^^^^- 
B b 2 ^«.^^vs^ 
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ceediogs with me ; but I am too tender of his rc- 
poRition to publtdi them to (he world. That fpirit 
of eovy and pride, which blads fo many rifing gc- 
Aiuics in our nation, is yet unknown amon^g pro- 
fcilbn abroad : the neccffiry of juftifying myfelf 
will ezcufc my vanity, when I tell the reader, that 
I have near a hundred honorary letters fropi fcvcral 
parts of Europe, (fome as far as Mufcovy,) In praife 
of my performance ; befidcs fevcral others, which, 
as I have been credibly informed, wefe opened at 
the poft-ofiice, and never fent me. It is true, the 
inquiOtion in Portugal was '^ pleaftd to burn my 
predictions, and condemn the author and readers 
of rhem; but I hope at the fame time, it will be 
confldered, in how deplorabk ^ ftate leat^ing lies 
at prefent in that kingdom: and, with the pro- 
fotindcft veneration for crOWned bead, I will pre- 
fwne to add, that it a Kttle concerned his Majcfty 
of Portugal to interpoft hit authority in behalf of 
a fcholar and a gentleman, the fubje£t of a naiiori 
with which he is now in fo flriCt an alliance, fiut 
the other kingdoms and flares of Europe have treat- 
ed me with more candour and generouty. If I had 
leave to print the Latin letters tranfmitted to me 
from foreign parts, they would fill a volume, and 
be a full defence againft all that Mr. Partridge, or 
his accomplices of the Portugal inquifition, will be 
ever able to objeft ; who, by the way, are the only 
enemies my prediftions have ever met with at home 
or abroad. But I hope I know better, what is due to 
the honour of a learned correfpondencc in fo tender 
a point. Yet fome of thofe illuftrious pcrfons will 
perhaps excufe me for tranfcribing a paflagc or two 
in my vindication f. The moft (earned Monfieur 

* This is h&, as the author was afTured by Sir Paul Methaen, 
then ambaflador to that crown. 

^ f The quotations here infcrtrd^ are to imitation of Dr. Bcntkjri 
m foma part of the famoui controverfy between him and Mr. Boyle, 
^Aeehuds Earl of OrrcTY. 

^ Leibnitz 
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Leibnitz thus addrefies to me his third letter : lUu- 
firiffimo Bickerftaffio aftrologia inftauratori^ &c. Mon- 
iieiir >c Clerk, quoting mj predi^ions in a treatife 
he publifhed la ft year, is pleafcd to fay, ita nuper-* 
rime Bickerjiaffius^ magnum illud Aftglia Jidus , Aoo* 
ther great profcflbr, wiiting of me, has ihtfa 
words : BtckerftaffiuSy nnhiiis Anghis^ aftrologorum 
hujt^fct facali facUe prince p 5 , Signior Magglifibecchi, . . 
the Great Dukc*s famous library • keeper, fpeiniy 
almoft his who!e letter in compliments and praifes— 
It is triic, the renowned prQfcflor of aftrOnomy ae 
Utrecht, feems to difi^r from me ia one article; . 
\mt it is after the modeft manner that becomes a 
philafopher ; as, pace tanti viri dixeritn : and page 
55, he feems to lay the error upon the printer, (a» • 
indeed it ought,) and fays, velforfan error typogr€^ 
phi^ cum aiioquin BickerJIaffius vir doHiffimus^ &c. 

If Mr. Partridge had followed thele examples in ' 
the confrovcrfy between us, he might have fpared- 
me the trouble of juftifytng myfelf in fo public a . 
rranner. Lbelieve no man is readier to own his cr^^ 
rors than 1, or more thankful to thofe. who will: 
plcafe to inform him of them. Ikrt it feems this • 
gentleman, inftead of encouraging the progrefs of ^ 
his own art, is. pleafed to look upon alt attempts of 
that kind as an invafionof his province. He hath 
been indeed fb wife to make no objection again fk- 
the truth of my predictions, except in. one fingle 
point relating to himfelf: .and to demon ftraic how 
much men arc bltivded by their own partiality, I dd - 
jfolcmnly affiire the reader, that he is the only per- - 
fon from whom I ever heard that objeftion offered ; , 
which confideration alone,, I think, will take off. 
all its weight. 

With my utmoft endeavours I? have not been 
able to trace above two objeftions ever road« 
againft the truth of my h ft year's prophecies : the 
firft was of a Frenchman, who was pleafed to pu- 
blifb to the w€rtd> that «' the Cardinal.dc Neaille$ 
B b 3 ^^s^^ 
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w^s dill alive, notwithflaDding the pretended pro- 
phecy of mondeur Biquerflaffe :*' but how far a 
Frenchman^ aPapift, an^l an enemv, is to be believed 
in his own caufe agaiod an £ngli(h Proteftant, who 
is true to the government, I ibaM leave to the cao* 
di4 s^nd impartial reader. 

The other objection is the unhappy occafion of 
this difcourle, and relates to an article in my pre- 
diAions, which foretold the death of Mr. Partridge 
to happen on March 29, 1708. That he is pleafcd 
to contradict abfolutely in the almanack he hath 
publilhed for the prefent year, and in that ungen* 
tlemanly manner, (pardon the expreffion,) as I have 
above related In that work he very roundly aflerts, 
that he '^ is not only now alive, but was likewife 
alive upon that very 29th of March, when I had 
foretold he fhould die." This is the fubjeft of the 
prefent con trover fy between us ; which I defign to 
handle with all brevity, perfpicuity, and calmnefs; 
in this difpute, I am fendble the eyes not only of 
England^ but of all Europe, will be upon us ; and 
the learned in every country will, I doubt not, take 
part on that fide, where they find moft appearance 
of reafon and truth. 

Without entering into criticifms of chronology 
about the hour of his death, I (hall only prove that 
Mr. Partridge is not alive. And my firft argument 
is thus : above a thoufand gentlemen having bought 
his almanacks for this year, merely to find what 
he faid againd me ; at every line they read, they 
would lift up their eyes, and cry out, betwixt rage 
and laughter, •* they were fure no man alive ever 
writ dich damned duff as this." Neither did I ever 
hear that opinion difputed : fo that Mr. Partridge 
lies under a dilemma, either of difowning his alma- 
nack, or allowing himfelf to be no man alive. But 
now if an uninformed carcafe walks dill about, and 
is pleafed to call iifelf Partridge, Mr. BickerdaflF 
does not think hia^jfelf any way anfwerable for that. 
1^^ Nfithcr 
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Neither had the faid carcafe any right to beat the 
poor boy^ who happened to pafs by it in the ftreet« 
crying, ** A full and true account of Dr. Far* 
tridge's death," &c. 

Secondly, Mr. Partridge pretends to tell fortunes, 
and recover ftolien goods ; which all the parifh fays^ 
he muft do by converiing with the Devil and other 
evil fpirits: and no wife man will ever allow, he 
could converfe perfonally with either till after he 
was dead. 

Thirdly, I will plainly prove him to be dead out 
of his own almanack for this year, and from the 
very pailage, which he produceth to make us think 
him alive. He there fays, " he is not only now 
alive, but was alfo alive upon that very 29th of 
March, which I foretold he fliould die on :" by 
this, he declares his opinion, that a man may be 
alive now, who was not alive a twelvemonth ago. 
And indeed, there lies the fophiftry of his argij* 
ment. He dares not aifert, he was alive ever fince 
that 29th of March, but that he is now alive, and 
was fo on that day : I grant the latter ; for he did 
not die till night, as appears by the printed account 
of his death, m a letter to a lord ; and whether he 
be iince revived, I leave the world to judge. This 
indeed is perfed^ cavilling, and I am afliamed to 
dwell any longer upon it. 

Fourthly, I will appeal to Mr. Partridge himfelf, 
whether it be probable I could have been fo indif- 
creet, to begin my predictions with the only falfe* 
hood, that ever was pretended to be io theni ; and 
this is in an affair at home, where I bad to many o* 
portunities to be ex^dt ; and mult have given fuch 
advantages againll me to a perion of Mr« Partridge's 
wit and learning, who, if he could poffibly have 
raifed one fingle objedlion more againftthe truth of 
my prophecies, would hardly have fpared me. 

And here I mud take occafion to reprove the 
abovementioned writer of the relation of Mr. Par- 
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fridge's death, in a letter to a lord ; who was plea^ 
fed to tax me with a miflake of four whole hours 
in my calculation of that event, I mufV confcfs, 
this cenfure pronounced with an air of certaiotj^ 
in a matter that fo nearly concerned me, and by a 
grave judicious author, moved me not a little. Bat 
though I was at that time out of town, yet feveral 
of my friends, whofe curiofity had lod them to be 
cxaAly informed, (for as to my own part, having 
no doubt at all in the matter, I never once thotighi< 
of it,) afiured me, I computed to fomething under 
half an hour ; which (I (peak my private opinioo,) 
is an error of no very great magnitude, that men 
fhould raiie a damour about it. I (hall only fay, ic 
would not be amifs, if that autlior would hencelorth 
be more tender of other men's reputations as well 
as his own-. It is well there were no more mif^akes 
of that kind ; if there had, I prefume hfc would 
have told me of them with as little ceremony. 

There is one objeftion againft Mr Partridge's 
death, which I have fometirncs met wiih, though 
indeed very (lightly offered, that he ftill continues 
to write almanacks. But this is no more than what 
is common to all of that profeiHon ; Giuibury, poor 
Kobin, Dove, Wing, and feveral others, do yearly 
publifti «hcir almana^rks, though feveral of them 
have been dead lince before the Revolution^ Now 
the natural reafon of^this I take to be, that whereas 
it is the privilege of otlwr authors to live after their 
deaths, almanack-makers are alone excluded ; be- 
caufe their diflfirtaeians, treating only upon the mi- 
nutes as they pafs, become ufclcfs as thofe go off. 
In coniideration of which. Time, whofe regiftcn 
they are, gives them a leafe in reveriion, to conti- 
nue their works after their dea'h. 

I fhould iK>t have given the public or myielf the 

trouble of this vindication, if my name had not 

been made ufe of by feveral perfons, to whom I 

never lent it ; one of which, a few days ago, was 

^^ pleaftii 
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pleared to father on me a new fee of prediAions* 
But I think thefe arc things too fcrious to be trifled 
with. It grieved me to the heart, when I faw my 
labours, which had cofl: me To much thought and 
watching, bawled about by common hawkers, which 
I only intended for the weighty confideration ot the 
gravcft perfoDs. This prejudiced the world fo much 
at fiid, that ieveral of my friends had the aflUrance 
, to afk me, whether I were in jed: ? to which I only 
anTwered coldly, " that the event would (hew." 
But it is the talent of our age and natiDn, to turn 
things of the greatcft importance into ridicule. 
When the end of the year had v:.rified all my pre- 
difttons, out comes Mr. Partridge's almanack, dif- 
putidg the point of his death; fo that I am em* 
ployed, like the general who was forced to kill his 
enemies twice over, whom a necromancer had raifed 
to life. If Mr. Partridge hath pradtifed the fame 
experiment upon himfelf, and he again alive, long 
may he continue fo -, that doth not in the leal^ con- 
tradiA my veracity : but I think I have clearly pro* 
ved, by invincible demonftration, that he died at 
fartheft within half an hour of the time I foretold, 
and not four hours fooner as the abovemenuoned 
author, in bis letter to a lord, hath maliciouily 
fuggefted, with defign to blaft my credit, by char- 
ging me Vfiih Co grob a miftake. 
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A famous Prediction of Merlin, the 
Bricifh Wizard *. 

Written above a thoufand years ago, and relatiog 
to the year 1705^. 

With explanatory notes, by T. N. Philomath* 

Written in the year 1 709. 

T AST year was publifhed a paper, of prediAions, 
■*^ pretended to be written by one Ifaac Bicker- 
iiaff, Efq^ but the true defign of it was to ridicule 
the art of aftrology, and expofe its profciTors as 
Ignorant or impoftors. Againft this imputation Dr. 

Partridge 

• Dr. Swift, in his preface to this piece would infinuate, that what 
he pnblidies to the work! is a traji<'ation of Mrlin's prophecy 200 
years old. The main de^gn of the Doctor in this prediftion^ if be 
Was really in eariieO, (which I verily believe he was not, as I am 
perfuadad that he (-nly writ this prophecy, in order to vex the Whigs,, 
and to fret that ungrateful miniflry, wiiich bad forgotten the obliga- 
tions he had conferred upon ihsnij) was, to encourage Q^ Anne to a 
fccond marri ige, in order that her Majcfty might repair, if pofllb.'e, 
that infinite lofs (he had fuftatned by. the Duke of Glocefter, who, by 
all accounts, was one of the 6ncft princes that ever was born in Eng- 
land, and accordingly was us.ivcrfally regretted by the whole nation, 
the fanatical party and all their black rdh''rents only excepted. Tbis 
appears from the fith, 12th, 13th, and 14th lines of the prophecy. 

And without difpute, as in £n|.land .h«re were many thoufands, 
who were dcfirous 10 fee a prince dcfcend d from a Queen, whom ihey 
loved with fuch ardour and afF.(£tion ; fo, in the wildoefs of tbeiri- 
magination, they enJeavcu ed to perfu de her Majefty at the age of 
about forty- five to marry a fecond time. But whether it was owiog 
to that exceflive regard wh:ch f>e bore unto the memory of her belo* 
ved, th! Prince of Denmark ; or whether it was bccaufc (he never 
had a child after the age of five or fix and twenty ; or whether it was 
for fome political reafon or other, (he rcfufed in this refpe£l to gratify 
the i c'.inations of her people; which however, as animofities and 
factions were then riAng to an exceilive height, (he had caufe to re- 
pent of before the time of her deceafe. For, as the Q^een was drifca 
to fuch inexpreffible llraits by the fury acd machinations of the coa- 

teiidiof 
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Partridge hath learnedly vindicated himfelf in his 
almanack for that year. 

For a farther vindication of this famotis art, I 
have thought fit to prefcnt the world with the fol- 
lowing prophecy. The original is faid to he of the 
famous Merlin, who lived about a thoufand years 
ago ; and the following tranflation is two hundred 
years old ; for it feems to he written near the eiid 
of Henry the Seventh's reign. I found it in an 
old edition of Merlin's prophecies, imprinted at 
London by John Hawkins in the year 1530, page 
39, I fet it down word for word in the old ortho- 
graphy, and fhail take leave to fubjoin a few expla* 
nator^ notes. 

'Seven and ten addyd to nine. 
Of Fraunce her woe this is the fygne, 
Tamys rivere twys y- frozen, 
Walke fans wetying (hoes ne hozen. 
Then comjth foorthe, ich iinderftonde, 5 
From towne of Stoffe to fattyn Londe, 
An herdie Chyftan, woe the morne 
"To Fraunce, that ever he was born. 
Then fliall the fy(he beweyle his boffe : 
Nor (hall grin berrys make up the lofle. 10 
Yonge SymneLe ihall again mifcarrye : 
And Noi way'^ pryd * again fhall marrey. 

-tendiBg parties, ^bat, with all her experience in government, ihe 
knew not whom to truft ; if (he had married fomc wife and thought* 
ful prince, entirely remote frpm all pretenHons to the crown, (Aippo- 
iing that fuch a one could have been found in Europe at that time,) 
ihe might have pafled the remainder of her life with more eafe and 
tr4nquilli;y. For as a prince in thatfituaiion would have had nothing 
more to do, than to have made the Queen happy and her reign glo- 
rir.'Us, he might have a£ted as moderator between both parties, fecured 
unto himfelf the efteem of i\\ the wife and virtuous, and perhaps, af- 
ter the deceafe of the Qgeen, might have been highly regarded l^ her 
fuccefTor during the remainder of his life. But alas ! party- rage car- 
ried allbefore ir, and every fcheme of accommodation was equally re* 
jsfted by Whigs and Tories. Swtfi. 

* Qj^Anne is called Norway'iPryd, becaufe /he had vouchfafed to 
marry the Princ^ of Denmark 5 and we all know, that Norway is part 
of the dominion l^clongiog to that crown, Swifi, 
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Aod from xbc tree where blofums £eele. 
Ripe fruit (hall come, and all it wele ; 
Reaums (hall daiKC honde in honde, 
Aod it (ball be uierrye in old logloode^ 
Then old Inglonde (ball he no more. 
And no man &all be (brie therefore. 
-Gerypo (ball hav« tb^e hedes agayoe. 
Till iiap(burge makych them but cwayne. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

Seven and ten. This line deiiuibes the year when 
Hkkth eveots (hall happen. Seven and ten make fe- 

, Tenteen, which I explain (eventeen hundred^ and 
this number added to nine, makes the year we are 
now in ; for it mud be underftood of the natural 
year, which begins the firft of January. 

Tamys river twys, . tfc. The river TT hames fro- 
zen twice in one year, fo as men could walk on it, 
is a very fingular accident, which perhaps has not 
fallen out for feveral bund ed years before, jind is 
the reafon why fomc aftrologers have thought, that 
this prophecy could never be fulfilled, faecaufe they 
imagined fuch a thing would never happen in our 
climate. 

From town of Stoffe^ «Jrr. This is a plain defig- 
nation of the Duke of Malborough : One kind of 
ftuff ufed to fatten land is called Marie, and every 
body knows that Borough is a name for a town \ 
and this way of expre(&>n is after the ufual dark 
manner of old a((ro)ogical predi^ions. 

Then Jball the fyjbe, be. By the fijh^ is under 
iiood the Dauphin of France^ as theii* king's eldeft 
fons are called : It is here faid, he (hali lament the 
lofs of the Duke of Burgundy, called the Boffe, 
which is an old iilngli(h word for hump-(boulder, 
or crook back, as that Duke is known to be; aod 
the prophecy feems to mean, that he IhouJd be Q* 
vercome or flalo. By the green berry s^ in the next 
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line, is meant the young Duke of Berry, ihc Dau- 
phin's third fon, who fliall not have valour or for- 
tune enough to fiipply the lols of his cideft brother. 

Toung Symnele^ iyc. By Symnelc is meant the 
pretended Prince of Wales, who, if he offers to 
attempt any thing again (I England, (hall mificarry 
as he did before. Lambert Symnel is the name ot' 
a young man, noted in our hiftorics for perionat- 
ing ihe {on (as I remember) of Edward- IV. 

j4nd Norway^s prides ^c. I cannot guefs who is 
meant by Norway's/>nVfe* ; perhaps the reader may, 
as well as the fcnfe of the two following lines. 

Reaums JbalU &c, Reaum?, or as the word is now, 
realms^ is the old name for kingdoms ; and this is a 
very plain prediftion of our happy union, with the 
felicities that (hall attend it. It is added that Old 
England (hall be no more, and yet no man (hall be 
ferry for it. And indeed, properly fpeaking, Eng- 
land is now no more for the whole ifland is one 
kingdom under the name of Britain. 

GeryonJbaXly ijc. This prediftion, though fomc- 
what obfcure, is wonderfully adapted. Geryon is 
faid to have been a king of Spain, whom Hercules 
flew. It was a fidtion of the poets, that he had three 
heads, which the author fays he (hall have again : 
that is, Spain (hall have three kings: which is now 
wonderfully verified ; for befides the king of Por- 
tugal, which properly is part of Spain, there are two 
rivals for^Spain, Charles and Philip; but Charles be* 
ing defcended from the Count of Hap(burgh, found- 
er of the Auftrian family, (hall foon make thefe heads 
but two, by overturning Philip, and driving him out 
of Spain. 

Some of thefe prediftions are already fulfilled ; 
and it is highly probable the rc(^ may be in due 
time ; and I think I have not forced the words by 
my explication, into any other fenfe than what they 
will naturally bear. If this be granted, I am fure 

• Qneen Anne, 
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ir moft be alfo allowed, that the author (whoever he 
were) was a perfon of extraordinaiy fagacityj and 
that Aerology brought to fuch a perfedlion as this, 
is }no means an art to be defpifed, whatever. 
BickcrdafF, or other merry gen ilemea arc pleafed to 
think As to the tradition of thefe lines having 
been writ in the original by Merlin, I confefs I lay < 
not much weight upon it ; but it is enough to jufti- 
fy their authority, that the book from whence I 
have tranfcribed them, was printed 1 70 years ago, 
as appears by the title page. For the fatisfadtion of 
any gentleman, who may be either doubtful of the 
truth, or rurious to be informed, I fhall give order 
to have the very book fent to the printer of this pa- 
per, with'direftions to let any body fee it that pleafes, 
becauie I believe it is very fcarce. 
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THERE is a certain perfon lately arrived at this 
city, whom ic is very proper the world (hould 
be informed of. His chara£ler may perhaps be 
thought very incontinent, improbable, and unna* 
tural ; however 1 intend to draw it with theutmofl: 
regard to truth. This I am the better qualified to 
do, becaufe be is a fort of dependent upon our ferni* 
ly, and ahnoft of the fame age\ though I cannot di- 
rectly fay, 1 have every^^n him. He is a native oF this 
country, and hath lived long among us : but what 
appears wonderful, and hardly credible, was never 
fecn befire by any mortal. 

It is true indeed, he always chufes the lorweji place 
in company^ and contrives it fo, to keep out of fight. 
It is reported however, that in his younger days he 
was frequently expofed io znew, but always againft 
his will, and was fiire to /mart for it. 

As to his family he came into the wdrld a young- 
er brother, being of fix children the fi)urtk in or- 
der of (i) birth; of which the cldcft is now head" 
of the houfe ; the fecond and third carry arms-, 
but the two youngeft zvt only fi/Qt?nen i fome in- 
deed add, that he hath likewife a twin-brother, who 
lives over-QgainJl him, and keeps a (2) viStimlling- 
houfe ; he hath the reputation to be a clofe^ griping.^ 
fqueezing fellow ; aad that when his bags are fullp 
he is often needy ; yet when the fit takes him, as faft 
as he gets, he lets it fly. 

When ia office no one difchargeth Wmclf, or dotb^ 
hisbufinefshtittv. He hath Jometima firained h^Lti. 
for an honed livelihood; and never got a^iV, till 
every body elfe had done. 

Ooe: praAice appears very blameable in him; that 
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every morning he privately frequents unclean boufes 
where .any medeft perfoA would Uulb io be fecn. 
And although ibis be generally known, yet the 
world, as cenforious as it is» hath been fo kind to 
overlook this infirmity in him. To deal impartial- 
ly ; it mud be granted, that he is too great a lover 
o^ bttr.fetf, and very often confults his own gaje 
at the expencc of his bed friends t but this is one 
of his blind Jides\ and the beft of men I fear are not 
without them. 

He hath been condituted by the hightr powers io 
the datioo of receiver general^ in whkh employ- 
ploy men t fome have ceniured him for playing faj 
and lot^e. He is iikewife o%^r/eer of the golden mines, 
which he daily iofpedethy when his health will 
permit him. 

He was long bred under a (3) mafier of arts ^ who 
indilled good principles in him, but thefe were foon 
corrupted, 1 know not vrhether this deierves caen^ 
tion \ that he k ib very capriciousy as to take it for 
an equal affront to taik either of kiffing or kicking 
him, which hath occa£loned a thou fa nd quarrels : 
However no body was fo great a fuffcrcr for faults, 
whkh he neither was, nor poi&bly could be guiliy 
of. 

In his religion he hath thus much of the quaker, 
that he daiids always covered^ even in the prefcnce 
of the King ;. in mod other points a perfc^ (4) i- 
dolitter, although he endeavours to amceal it ; for 
he is known to oiFer daily facrifices to certain /v^- 
terraneous nymphs^ whom he wordiips in an bumbU 
fojlure^ prone on his face ^ ^mdijlript fiarhnakedy an (J 
io leaves his offerings behind kirn, which the {s)P^^^J^^ 
of thole goddefles arc careful enough to remove 
upon certain ieafons with the utnu>d privacy at niid- 
nighty and from thence maintain themfelves and 
families In all urgent neceffities end prejfaresy he 
applies himfelf to thele deities, and iometimes even 
in the Jlreets and high- ways, from an opinion that 

thofe 
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f^Kofc powers have an inflxience in all places, aliho' 
^hcir peculiar rcfidenc-' be in caverns under ground. 
Upon thcfe eceajiom the faircft ladies will not rcfufe 
to lend their hands to affill him : for although ihcy 
are afhamed to have h\aifeen in their company, or 
even To much as to hear him named \ yet it is well 
known, that he is one of their covjlaiit folkivers. 

In politics^ he always fubmits to what is upper* 
nifift ; but he perufes pamphlets on both fides with 
great impartiality, though (eidomtill every body elf€- 
hath done with it. 

His learning is of a mixed kind, and he may 
properly be called 2ibtlluo librorum, or another Jacc-- 
bus de Voragine ; though his Audies are chiefly con- 
fined to Jchochnen, commentators^ and German di^ 
vines y together with modern poets and critics i and 
he is an atomic philofophe/, Arongly maintaining a • 
void in nature j which he feems to have fairly proved^ 
by many expcrimenis. 

I fhsClinow proceed to dcfcribe fbme particular 
qualities, which, in ftveral indances fecm to dif- 
tinguifh this perfon from the common raceof othdrr* 
mortals. 

His grandfather was a member of the rump p r- 
liament, as the grnndfon is of the prefent^ where he 
often rijes^ fometiines grumbles, but never /peaks. 
However he lets nothing pafs willingly^ but whac^ 
ts well digejlcd. His courage is indiiputable, fop- 
he will take the boldcft man alive by the nofi. 

He is generally theory? ^ W in the family, and: 
the lajl upi which is to be lamented ; becauf'e whea 
he happens to rife before the reft, it hath been* 
thought to iovthoit good fortune to his fupetiors. 

As wifdom is acquired by age, fo by every new 
{6)'wrinkle in his face^ he is reported ta gain fbme 
new knowledge. 

In him we may obfcrvc the true eflefts and con- 
fcquences of tyranny in a ftate ; for, as he is a great « 
9ppreJfor of all below him, fo there is no body morc- 
C c 3 f^'t^Tegc^^ 
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Bppreffid by thofe above hitn : yet io his time he hath 
been (o highly in favour, that many illuftrious per- 
lons have been entirely indebted to him for their 
preferments. 

He hath difcovered, from bis own experience, 
the true point, wherein all human actions, projeAs, 
and deiigns do chiefly terminate ; and bow mean 
and fordid they are at the bottom* 

It behoves the public ro keep him quiet ; for his 
frequent murmurs are a certain fign of intefline 
tumults. 

Na philofopher ever lamented more the luitury, 
for which thefe nations are fo juilly taxed : it hath 
been known to coil him (7) t^ars of blood : for, io 
his own nature, he is far irom l)eing profufe ; the' 
indeed he never Aays a night at a gentleman's houfe 
without leaving fomethjag behind him. 

He receives with great fubmiffion whatever iiis 
patrons think fit to give him ; and when they lay 
heavy burdens upon him, which is frequently e- 
nough, he gets rid of rliem as foon as he can ; but 
not without fome labour and much grumbling. 

He is a perpetual hanger-on ; yet no body knows 
how to be without him. He patiently fuffers him* 
felf to be kept under, but loves to be well ufed, and 
in that cafe will facrifice his vitals to give you eafe : 
and he hath hardly one acquaintance, for whom 
he hath not been bound ; yet, as far as we can find, 
was never known to lofe any thing by it. 

He is obfcrved to be very (8) unquiet in the com- 
pany o£ a Frenchman io new cloaths, or a young 
coquette. 

He is, in fhort, the (ubjeft of much mirth and 
raillery, which he feems to take well enough ; the* 
it hath not been obferved, that ever any good thing 
came from himfelf. 

There is fo general an opinion of his juftice, that 

fometimcs very hard cafes are left ta his decifion ; 

aud while he fits upon them, he carries himfelf 

^^ exaftJy 
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exa£Hy even between both fides, except where fonic 
knucty point arifes; and then he is pbferved to 
lean a little to the right or left as the matter in- 
clines him ; but his reafons for it are fo manifed 
and convincing, thart every man approves thein. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Gentle Reader, 

THOfUGH I am not infenfiblc how many thou -^ 
fand perfons have been, and ftill are, with 
great dexterity handling this fubjedt, and no leis 
aware of what infinite reams of paper have been laid 
out upon it : however, in my opinion, no man li- 
ving has touched it with greater nicety and more 
delicate turns, than our author. But becaufe there 
is fome intended obfcurity in this relation j and cu- 
riofity, inquifitive of fee rets, may poflibly not enter 
into the bottom and depth of the fubjedt, it was 
thought not improper to take off the veil, and gain 
the reader's favour by inlarging his infight. Ars 
enim non habet inimicum niji ignorantem^ It is well 
known, that it has been the policy of all times to 
deliver down important fubjedls by emblem and 
riddle, and not to fuffer the knowledge of truth ta 
be derived to us in plain and fimple terms, which 
are generally as foon forgotten as conceived. For 
this reafbn the Heathen religion is moftly couched 
under mythology^ For the like reafon (this being 
2k fundamental in its kind,) the author has thought 
£t to wrap up his treafure in clean linen, which it 
k our buiinefs to lay open, and fet in a due light y 
for I have obferved, upon any accidental difcovery, 
the lead glimpfe has given a great diverfion to the 
eager fpeftator, as many ladies could teftify, were 
it proper, or the cafe would admit. 

The politeft companies have vouchfafed to fmile 
at the bare name, and fome people of fafhion have 
been fo litrie fcrupulous of bringing it in play,, that it 
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vas the ufual faymg of a kV^ight and a man of good 
breeding, That'whenever he arofe^ his a-fs tofe with- 

htV7* 
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(i) He alludes to tke manner of our birth, the head and arms ap- 
pearing befgre the poflerlo.s and the two feet, v.hich he calls the 
h otmen. 

{z) ViHualling'Louft,'] The bdly, which receives and digeftscUif 
mtiirUliRient. 

(3) Mafitr cfcrn.2 PerHus : ma^iRtr artts, tngtniique la git or vm'er. 

(4) Uc/aur,j 'Alludes to'^the facnnces offered by the Roa^aat to the 
geddefs Cloacin?. . ■ 

(5)Pr«^«.] Gold fia^eft, wbopeiform their office in the oigbt* 
time : but our author furthj^r feems to have an eye to the c'uOom of 
the Hcarhcn pricfts flcaling the offerings in the night; of which fee 
more in the Hory of 'Bell and the Drigim. 

(6) fyrinkle,] This refers to • proverb—** Ycu bave^one wrinkle 
in your a fc more than you bad before/' 

(7) Tears of h!cod] Hafmorrhoids, according to the ph)fici*nf, are 
m frequent confc<fuei)t of iniempsrancr. 

(8) Unquiet.) Their t»ils being generally obfcrvcd to be moft icft- 
)efs. 
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The Wonder of all the Wonders, that 
ever the World womiercd at. 

For all perfons of quality and others* 

NEWLY arrived at this city of Dublin the fa- 
mous anift John Emanuel Schoitz, who, to 
the great furprize and fatisfaflion of all fpcftators, 
is ready to do the following wonderful performan- 
ces ; the like before never Iccn in this kingdom. 

He will heat a bar of iron red-hot, and thruft it 
into a barrel of gun-powder before all the company, 
and yet it ihall not take fire. 

He lets any gentleman charge a blunderbufs with 
the fame gun-powder, and twelve leaden bullets ; 
which Wunderbufs the faid ariift dilchargcs full in 
the face of the faid company, without the leaft hurt, 
the bullets fticking in the wall behind them. 

He takes any gentleman's own fword, and runs 
it through the laid gentleman's body, fo that the 
point appears bloody at the back to all the fpcd^a- 
tors J then he takes out the fword, wipes it clean, 
and returns it to the owner, who receives no man- 
ner of hurt. 

He iak<?s a pot of fcalding oil, and throws jt by 
great ladles-full dire£lly at the ladies, u-ithout fpoil- 
ing their cloaths or burning their ikins. 

He lakes any perfon of quality's child, from two 
years old to fix, and lets the child's own father or 
mother ti^ke a pike in their hands > then the ariifl: 
takes the child in his arms, and toiies it upon the 
point of the pike, where it fticks, to the great fatis- 
la<Stion of all (peftators ; and is then taken off with ^ 
out fo much as a hole in his coat. 

Hd mounts upon a fcaffold juft over the fpedla- 
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ton, and from thence throws down a great quanr- 
«icy of large tiles and ftones, which fiali likefo many 
piuows, without To mudi as difcompofing etcher 
perukes or head-dreilcs. 

He takes any perfon of quality up to the faid 
fcafifold; which perfon pulls off his fhoes, and leaps 
nine feet dire^ly down on a hoard prepai^ed on pur- 
pofe, full Qf (harp fpikes fix inches long, without 
hurting his feet or damaging his (lockings. 

He places the faid board pn^a chair,, upon which 
a lady (its down with another lady in her lap, while 
the fpikes inflead of entering into the unc'ec- lady's 
fie(h, will feel like a velvet-cuihion. 

He takes any perfon of quality's footman, ties a 
rop about his bare n^ck, and draws him up by pul- 
lies to the ceiling, and there keeps him hanging as 
long as his mafter or the company pleafes, the faid 
footman, to the wonder and delight of all behold- 
ers, having a pot of ale in one hand and a pipe in 
the other ; and when he is let down^ there will not 
appear the lead mark of the cord about his neck. 

< He bids a lady's maid put her finger into a cup 
of clear liquor like water, upon which her face and 
both her hands are immediately withered like an 
old woman of fourfcore ; her belly f wells as if (he 
were'^within a week of her time, and her legs are 
as thick as mill-pofts ; but, upon putting her finger 
into another cup, (he. becomes as young and Hand- 
foitie, as (he was before. 

He gives any gentleman leave to drive forty 
twelve -penny nails up to the head in a porter's 
backfide, and then places the faid porter on a load- 
ftone chair, wbish draws out every nail, and the 
porter feels no pain. 

He likewife draws the teeth of half a dozen gen- 
tlemen, mixes and jumbles them in a hat, gives anf 
perfon leave to blindfold him, and returns each 
their own, and fixes them as well as ever. 

-With his fore-finger and thumb he thrufts fcvc 
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ral gcndemens and ladies eyes out oi their headfy 
without the ieafl pain, at which time they fee an 
unfpsakable number of beauiiful colours ; and, af- 
ter they are entertained to the full, he places them 
again in their proper fockets, without any damage 
to the iight. 

He lets any gentleman drink a quart of hot melted 
lead, and by a draught of prepared liquor, of which 
he takes part to himfelf, he makes the faid lead 
pafs through the faid gentleman before all the fpec- 
tators, without any damage ; after which it is pro* 
duced in a cake to the company. 

With many other wonderful performances of art, 
too tedious here to mention. 

The (aid artift has performed before rngft kings 
and princes in Europe with great applaufe 

He performs every day (except Sundays,) from, 
ten of the clock to one in the forenoon ; and from 
four till feven in the evening, at the new inn in 
Smithfield. 

The firft feat a Britifh crown, the fecond a Bri- 
tifh half-crown, and the loweft a BritiOi fhilling. 

N. B. The beft hands in town are to play at the 
faid {how. 
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A Proposal for corrcding, improving, and 
afccrtaining the English Tongue *. 

In a Lbtteh to the Moft Honourable Robert 
.Earl of Oxford and Morti-mer^ Lord Higli 
Trcafurcr of Great Britain. 

To the Moft Honourable Robert Earl of Oxford^ eSr^. 

My Lord, 

WHAT I had the honour of mcntionkig to 
your lordijiip fome time ago in converfa- 
tion, was not a new thought juft then ftarted by 

accident 

* It it well known, that if the Queen had lived a year or two 
longer, th s propcffal wowldf in aH probability have taken efied. For 
the Lord.Tres^arrr had already nominated feveral peifons, uithoot 
diftinftion of quality or party, who were to compofe a fociety for the 
porpofcs mcTT»ioncd by the aurhor; and refolved to ufe hit credit 
with her MajeOy, that a fund fhould be applied lo fupport the expence 
of a large rooro, where the focicty fhould meet, and for other lEci- 
dents. But this fcheme fell to the ground, partly by the diirenHonc 
among the great men at court, but chiefly by the lamented death of 
thatgloiious princefs. Dub, edit. 

This piece might liave been a very nfeful performance, if it haJ 
lieen longer, and iefs eclipfed by compliments to the noble perfon to 
whom it is addrcDed. It feems to have been intended as a prefjce 
to fome mo.-e enlarged defign : ar ^e head of which fuch an intro- 
du6lion muft have app. nied with grea' uropriety. A work of this 
kind 18 much wanted, as tur language in^ead of being improved, is 
every day growing worfe and m( re debafed. We bewilder ouifclves 
in various crthograpliy j we fpC'k and vse write at random j and if « 
man's common converfation were to be commltred to paper, he 
would be ftartled/o'- f9 find himfelf guilty in ^fttv fentcnces, of fo 
many folec:fms and fuch falfe Er.glifh. I believe we a:c the only 
people in the Chriflian word, v ho repeat the Lord's prayer in an 
ungtammatical manner; and I rem mber to have hrard, th^t when 
a motion was made in the convocation to alter the word nvbid for 
the word ivh, the propofition was rtjc<fled by the majority. This 
io/}<iiice may (hew ^ou of what fort of men, the moft learned, and 

i even 
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accident or occafion. but the refuk of long reflexi- 
on ; and I have been confirmed in m j rentimencs ' 

even the maft rererend anemblies trs ibmetimet compofcd. But 
iet us conHder the conHudl of a ocighbouring natioo. How iiidoftri* 
ous have the French been to improre their language ? and to whit 
a (late of perfection have they broaght it ? Rome, by her conquefl*, 
made her dialed univerfkh France, by her policy, ha? done the. 
fame. By policy, I mean the encouragement of arts and fciences | 
which will often render a nation more powerful than arms. No« 
thing has contributed (o much to the purity and exceilence of the 
Fi-ench tongue, as the noble academies eflablinied for that purpnfei 
and, until fome public work of the fame kind is undertaken in £ng« 
land; we cannot flatter ourfelves with any hope's of amending the 
errors, or afcertaining the limits of onr ftyle. I (hall not p'.efume 
even to whifper to you, that I think a deijgn of this fjrt is fuifici- 
ently momenious to attra£l the con(idetation of our Icgiflaive powerr* 
Their thoughts are otherwife employed, and their faculties other- 
wife applied. But I will venture to fay, that if to our hofpitals for 
lunatics, an hofpital waf adJed for the reception and fupport of men 
of fenfe and learning, it would be of the higheit hon^tir to the pre • 
feot age, and of no lefs advantage to poderity. I call it an hofpital, 
becaofc I fuppofe it to be ere^ed for the benefit of fuch perfons, 
whofe infinp fortunes, or difeafu'd revenues, may have rendered the 
flrength and abiliiies of their minds weak and ufeiefs to the public ( 
for I entirely agree with Ariflotle, where he fays, in the ^ords of 
" his fcholial^, '< Bum praeclara et magna vix poflTe exequi et prac* 
** (^are, cui ftcuhates diefuntt qoonium per amicos et civilem po^ 
** tentiam, veluti per inftrunienta, neceife eftpleraque effiii/' I'he 
reflections that arife from this theme, I find, are driving int beyond 
due bonnds : therefore I (hall only add, that I heartily wi'h you may 
think an attention to your native language z^ ufeful and improving ■ 
ftudy at can be purfued, in whatever (latioa of life Providence may 
•Hot yov, Orrtry, 

In this epidle Dr. Swift complains to the Earl of Oxford as (irft 
mtnitter, in the name of all the learned and polite perfons of the na- 
tion, that our language is extrrmcly impcrfe«5l \ titat its daily Im- 
provements are by no means equal to its daily corruptiont; that the 
pretenders to puliih and refine it have chiefly multiplied abufes and 
abfurdities; and that in mai.y inHances it cffcn.ls a^'ainfl every part 
of grammar. He proves with irrcfiAible force of reafon, that our 
lauguage ought to be ref ned to a certain flandard. and thun fixed for 
ever: he n marks the fevjral inconveniences which arllc perpetual- 
ly from our f^upid inattention to thefe matter*. He doth not how- 
ever jK-cicribe any methods fir afcertaining thu language, bur throws 
out forac general obfervation^, lea\ing the reft to ihe ir.fpcrtion of 
that fociety, which he hoped uould have been fpccdily infhiuied Hy 
ti»c Lord Trejifurcr. But this fchcme fell to the ground, part'y by 
ihe ditVrnCons among the gr^at men at court, a.^d chiefly by the U« 
jDcnicd dea:h of Q. Anne, that ever g.'oricus priacefs, Swtft, 

Vol. V. D d \s^ 
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by the opinion of fomc very judicious perfonfs, vlik 
whom I conibltcd. They all agree, that nothing 
would be of greater u(e towards the improvement 
of knowledge and politenefs, than fome efFe^al 
method for corredting, enlarging and arcertaining 
our language ; and they think it a work very pol- 
iible lo be compaflcd under the protedion of a 
prince, the countenance and encouragement of a 
miniftry, and the care of proper perfons cliofcn 
for fuch an undertaking. 1 was glad to find your 
lordfhip's anfwer in fo different a flyle, from what 
bath been commonly made ufe of on the like occa- 
dons for fome years pad. That all fuch thoughts 
<nu(l be deferred to a time of peace : a topic which 
fome have carried fo far, that they would not have 
us by any means think of prelcrving our civil or 
religi us cooditutioxi, becaufe we are engaged in a 
war abroad. It will be among the diftioguifbing 
marks of your miniftry, my Lord, that you have 
a genius above ail fuch regards, and that no rea 
fonable propofal for the honour, the advantage, or 
the ornament of your country, however foreign 
ro your more immediate office, was ever neglefted 
by you. I confefs, the merit of this candour and 
condelcenfion is very much leilened, becaufe your 
loidihip hardly leaves us room to offer our good 
willies; removing all our diiHcuUies, and fupply- 
ing our wants, fafter than the mod vifionary pvo* 
jeiiorcan adjuft hisfchemcs. And therefore, my 
lord, the defign of this paper is not fo much to of- 
fer you ways and means, as to complain of a grie- 
vance, the redreffing of which is to be your own 
work, as much as tliat of paying the nation's debt, 
cr opening a trade ;into the South- fea ; and though 
not of fuch immediate benefit as either of thefe, or 
any other of your glorious aftions, yet perhaps in 
fuiure ages not lefs lo your honour. 

My lord, I do here, in the name of all the learo* 
ed and poli;e perfons of the nation, complain lo 

your 
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your lordrtlip as firft niinifter, that our language 
is extremely imperfedt ; that its daily improvements 
^rc by no means in proportion to its daily corrup- 
tions ; that the pretenders to pollfh and refine it 
have chiefly multiplied abufes and abfurditics ; and, 
that in many inftances it offends againft every part 
of grammar. But left your lordfhip (hould think 
my cenfure too fevere, I ihall take leave to be more 
particular. 

I believe your lordihip will ;igree with me, in the* 
reafon why our language is lei's refined thanr thbfe 
of Italy, Spain, or France. It is plain, that the 
Latin tongue in its purity was never in this ifland, 
towards the conqueft of which few or no attempt^' 
were made till the time of Claudius ; neither was 
that language ever fo vulgar in Britain, as it is* 
known to have been in Gaul and Spain. Furthert 
v/c find that the Roman legions here were. at length 
all recalled to help their coutirry againft the Gk)ths,. 
and other barbarous invaders. Mean time» the 
Britons left to ihift for themfelves, and daily bar- 
rafTed by cruel inroads from the PiAs,;were forced 
to call in the Saxons for their defeiKe; who con* 
fequently reduced the greateft part of the iiland tos 
their own power, drove the Britons into the moil. 
remote and mountainous parts, and the reft of the 
country in cuftoms, religion, and language, became 
whdUy Sdxon« This I take to be the reafon, why 
there are more Latin words retnaining in the Bri* 
ti(h tongue than in the old Saxon, which, except- 
ing fome few variations in the orthography, is the 
fame in moft original words with our prefent £ng- 
lifli, as well as with the German and other Nor* 
them dialects. 

Edward the confeflbr, having lived long In- 
France, appears to be the firft who introdaced any 
mixture of the French tongue with the Saxon ; the 
court affecting what the prince was fond of, and 
others taking it up for a fafliion, $tt it is now with. 
D d 2 ^'^ 
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lis. William the congueror proceeded much far' 
ther ; bringing over with him vaft numbcrt of tha 
nacioD» fcattering them in every monaflery, giving 
them great quantities of hnd, directing all plead- 
ings to be in that language, and endeavouring to 
make it univerfal in the kingdom. This at lead is 
the opinion generally received : but your lordfhip 
liath tuily convinced me» that the French tongue 
made yet a greater progrefs here under Harry the 
iecond, who had large territories on that continent, 
both from his father and his wife, made frequent 
journeys and expeditions thither, and was always 
attended with a number of his countrymen, retain- 
ers at his court. For fbme centuries after, there 
Dvas a conilant inter courfe between France and En- 
gland, by the dominions we pofiefled there, aod 
the conquefts we made ; fo that our language be- 
tween two and three hundred years ago, feems to 
have had a greater mixture with French than at 
prefem ; many words having been afterwards re- 
je^ed, and fome fince the time of Spencer; al- 
though we have flill retained not a few, which 
have been long antiquated in France. I could pro- 
duce feveral inftances of both kinds, if it were of 
any ufe or entertainment. 

To examine into the feveral circiirmibncft by 
which the language of a country may be. altered, 
would force me to enter into a wide field. I (ball 
only obferve; that the Latin, (he French, and the 
Englifh, feem to have undergone the fame fortune. 
The firfl:, from the days of Romulus to tbofe of 
Julius Csefar, fuffered perpetual changes : and by 
what we mett in thcfe authors who occafionally 
fpcak on that fubjeft, as well as from certain frag- 
ments of old laws, it is manifeft that the Latin, 
three hundred year» before TuUy, was as unintel- 
ligible in his time^ as the Englifh and French of 
the lame period are now; and thefe two have 
as much fince WiUiam the conqueror 

(which 
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(which is but little lefs than feven hundred years,) 
as the Latin appears to have done in the like term. 
Whether our language or the French will decline 
as frill as the Roman did, is a queflion, that would 
perhaps admit more debate than it is worth. There 
were many reafons for the corruptions of the laft : 
as, the change of their government to a tyranny, . 
which ruined the Audy of eloquence, there being' 
no further ufe or encouragement for popular ora- 
tors : their giving not only the freedom of the city, 
but capacity for employments, to feveral towns in 
Gaul, bpain, and Germany, and other diftant 
parts, as far as Afia ; which brought a great num* 
ber of foreign pretenders into Rome : the flavifh 
difpofition of the fenate and people, by which the 
wit and eloquence of the age were wholly turned 
into panegyric, the moft barren of all fubjeAs : the 
great corruption of manners, and introduction of 
foreign luxury, with foreign terms to exprefs itj 
with feveral others that might be affigned ; not to * 
mention thofe invaiions from the Goths and Van* 
dais, which are too obvious to infift on. 

The Roman language arrived at great per feftion, . 
before it began to decwy : and the French, for thcfe • 
hd fifty years, hath been polifliing as much as it 
will bear, and appears to be declining hy the natu- 
ral inconftancy of that people, and the aScAatioa ^ 
of fome late authors to introduce and muhiply canr 
words, which i^ the moft ruinous corruption in an]^ 
language. La Bruyere, a late celebrated writer * 
among them, makes ufe of many new terms, which • 
are not to be found in any of the common diCHo^ 
narics before his time. But the £ngU(h tongue i$ 
not arrived to fuch a degree of perfedion, as to. 
make tis apprehend any thoughts of its decay; and 
if it were once refined to a certain ftandard, per* 
haps there might be ways found out to fix it for 
ever, or at leaft till we were invaded and made a 
conqueft by fome other flate ; and even then our 
D d 3 \iv^ 
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bcft writings might prolMbly be preferred with care, 
and grow into cfleem, and the authors have a 
chance for immortaliiy. 

But without iuch great revolutions as thefe (to 
which we are, I think, lefs fubjeA than kingdoms 
upon the continent,} I fee no abfoiute neccflity why 
any language fhould be perpetually changing ; for 
we find many examples to the contrary. From 
Homer to Plutarch are above a thoufand years ; fo 
long at leaft the purity of the Greek tongue maybe 
lowed to laft, and we know not how far before. The 
Grecians fpread their colunies round all the coafls 
of Ada Minor, even to the northern parts lying 
towards the Euxine, in every ifland of the Egsean 
fca» and feveral others in the Mediterranean .; where 
the language was prefervcd entire for many ages, 
after they themfelves became colonies to Rome, 
and till they were over-run by the barbarous na- 
tions upon the fall of that empire. The Chinefe 
have books in their language above two thoufand 
years old, neither have the frequent conquefts of 
the Tartars been able to alter it. The UermaOi 
Spani(h, and Italian, have admitted few or no 
changes for fome ages pad. The other languages 
of Europe I know nothing of; neither is there any 
occaiion to confider them. 

Having taken this compafs, I return to thofe 
coniiderations upon our own language, which I 
would humbly offer your Lordfhip. The period, 
wherein the Englifh tongue received moft improve- 
ment, I take to commence with the beginning of 
Queen EHzebeth's reign, and to conclude with the 
great rebellion in 42. It is true, there was a very 
j!l taOe, both of ftyle and wit, which prevailed un« 
der King James the Fir ft ; but that feems to have 
been correal d in the firft years of his fucceflbr, who, 
among many other qualifications of an excellent 
prince, was a great patron of learning. From the 
civil war to this preient time^ I am apt to doubt 

whether 
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If bether the corruptions in our language hare not 
at leaft equalled the refinements of it ; and thefe 
corruptions very few of the beft authors hi our age 
have wholly elcaped. During the ufurpation, fuch 
an infuiion of enthufiaftic jargon prevailed in every 
writing, as was not ihaken off in many years aftcn. 
To this fucceeded that licentioufnefs which entered 
with the Reftoration, and, from iofeAing our reli- 
gion and morals, fell to corrupt oiur language y 
which lafl was not like to be much improved by 
thofe, who at that time made up the court of King 
Charles the Second; either fueh, who had fol- 
lowed him in his banifhmeot, or who bad been alr> 
together converfant in the dialed of thofe fanatic 
times ; or young men,, who had been educated iiv 
iu the fame country ; fo that the courts which ufed 
to be the ftandard of propriety and corrcAnefs of 
fpeech, was then, and» 1 think, hath ever fince 
continued the worft fchool ia England for that ac<^ 
compliihmeot ; and fo will remain, till better care 
be taken in the education of our young nobility,, 
that they mav fee out into the world with fome 
foundation ot literature, in order to qualify xhccm 
for patterns of politenefs. The confcquence of this 
defeA upon our language may appear from the 
plays, and other compofitions written for entertain* 
ment within fifty years paA ; filled with a fucceffion 
of affe€ted phraies, and new conceited words, ei- 
ther borrowed from the current flyle of the courts 
or from thofe, who, under the character of men 
of wit and pleafure, pretended to give the law. Ma- 
ny of thefe refinements have already been long an- 
tiquated, and are now hardly intelligible , which is 
DO wonder, when they were the produft only of 
ignorance and caprice. 

I have never known this great town without one 
or more dunces of figure, who had credit enough 
to give rife to fome new word, and propagate it in 
mofl conyerfationsi though it had neither humour. 
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nor fignificancy. If k ftnick the prefent tafte, it 
was foon transferred into the plays and current 
fcribbles of the week, and became an addition to 
to our language ; while the men of wit and learn- 
ing, inftead or early obviating fuch corruptions^ 
were too often fedoccd to imitate and comply widi 
them. 

There is another fet of men, who have contribn* 
ted very much to the fpoiling of the EngliOi tongue; 
I mean the poets, from the time of the Reftoration. 
Thefe gentlemen, although they could not be infen* 
fible how much our language was already overftock* 
ed with nnonofyllables, yet, to fave time and pains* 
introduced that barbarous cuftom of abbreviating 
words, to fit them to the meafure of their verfes ; 
and this they have frequently done fo very injudi- 
cioufly, as to form fuch har(h unharmonious 
founds, that none but a northern ear could en- 
dure ; they have joined the moil: obdurate confo- 
nants without one intervening vowel, only to shor- 
ten a fyllable ; and their tade in time became fo de- 
praved, that what was at firft a poetical licence not 
to be juitificd, they made their choice, alledging, 
that the words pronounced at length founded faint 
and languid. This was a pretence to take up the 
fame cuftom in profe ! fo that mod of the books 
we fee now a-days, ?re full of thofe manglings and 
abbreviations. Inftances of this abufe are innumer« 
able : what does your Lordfhip think of the words, 
drudg'd, difturb*d, rebuk'd, fledg'd, and a thou- 
fand others every where to be met with in profe as 
well as vcrfe ? Where, by leaving out a vowel to 
fave a fyllable, we form fo jarring a found, and fo 
difficult to utter, that I have often wondered hoir 
it could ever obtain 

Another caufe, (and perhaps borrowed from the 
former,) which hath contributed not a little to the 
maiming of our language, is a foolifh opinion, ad- 
ced of late years, that we ought to ipell exactly 
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as we fpeak ; which, befide the obvious inconveni* 
cDce of utterly deftrojing our etymology, would bef 
a thing we fhould never fee ao end of. Not only 
the feveral towns and counties of England have a 
different way of pronouncing, but even here in 
London they clip their words after one manner a* 
bout the court, another in the city, and a third in 
the fuburbs : and, in a few years, it is probable, 
will all differ from themfelves, as fancy or fafhion 
fhall direA : all which reduced to writing would 
entirely confound orthography. Yet many people 
are fo fond of this conceit, that it is fometimes a 
difficult matter to read modern books and pamph* 
lets; where the words are fo curtailed, and varied 
from their original fpelling, that whoever hath been 
%fcd to plain Englifh, will hardly know ihem by 
fight. 

Several young men at the univerfines, terrribl^ 
pofiefied with the fear of pedantry, run into a worfe 
extreme, and think all potitenefs to confift in read* 
ing the daily trafh ftnt down to them from hence : 
this they call kn^wng the worldy and reading mm 
and manners. Thus fnmifbed they come up to 
town, reckon all their errors for accomplifliaaentSt 
borrow the neweft fet of phrafes ; and if they take 
jt pen into thetr haixb, all the odd words they havef 
picked op in a coffeehoofe^ or a gaming ordmary, 
are produced as flowers of (Vyle ; and the ortho-^ 
graphy refined to the utmoft. To this we owe thoftr 
mooftrous produdjons, which under the naitie of 
trips^ fpies^ amufimentSy and other conceited appel* 
latioDs^ have over- rim us for fome years paft. To 
thb we owe that ftrange race of wits^ who tell us, 
they write to the humour of the age. And I wifli 
I could (ay, thefe quaint fopperies Were wboHy ah* 
fent firc^m graver fub^As la ihort, I would un* 
dertake to fliew your Lordihip fevtra) pieces, where 
the beauties of this kind are io predomiaaiK^ that, 

wiih 
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with all your £kiU ia languages, you could never be 
able cirher to read or undcrdaod them. 

But I am very mtK^ miftakcn, if many of thefe 
falfe retinemcnts among us do not ai^ife from a prin- 
ciple, which would quite deilroy their credit, if it 
were well undcrllood and conHdered. For I am 
afraid, my L')rd, that^ with all the real good qua- 
lities of our countiy, we are naturally not very po* 
lite. This perpcuuldilpjfition to (horten our words, 
by retrenching the vowels, is nothing cUe but a 
tendency to lapfe into the barbarity of thofe nor- 
thern nations frohri whom we are defcended, and 
vhofe languages labour all under tiie fame defcA. 
Foi it is worthy our obfervation, that the Spaniards, 
the French, and the Italians, although derived 
from the fame northern anceflqrs with ourfelves, 
are with the utmofl difficulty taught to pronounce 
our words, which the Swedes and Danes, a& well 
as the Germans and the Dutch, attain to with eafe,. 
becr)ufe our fyllables refemble theirs in the rough- 
nefs and frequency of confonants. Now, as wc 
flruggle with an ill climate to improve the nobler 
kinds of bruits, are at the expence of walls to re^ 
ceive and reverberate the faint rays of the fun, and 
fence againft the norihern blails, we fometimes, by 
the help of a good foil, equal the produftions of 
warmer countries, who have no need to be at fo 
much cod and care. It is the fame thing with rc- 
fpt& to the politer arts among us ; and the fame 
defcA of heat, which gives a ficrcenefs to our na« 
tures, may contribute to that roughnefs of our lan- 
guage, which bears fome analogy to the harlh fruit 
of colder countries. For I do not reckon that we 
want a genius more than the reft of our neigh- 
bours : but your Lordfhip will be of my opinion, 
that we ought to Struggle with thefe natural difad- 
vantages as much as we can, and be careful whom 
we employ, whenever we defign to correct them, 
I is a work that has hitherto been aflumed by 

the 
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the lead: qualified hands. So that, if the choice had 
been left to me, I would rather have traded the 
refinement of our language, as far as it relates to 
found, to the judgement of the women, than of iN 
literate court fops, half-witted poets, and univerfi- 
ty^boys. For it is plain, that women, in their 
manner of corrupting woixls, do naturally difcard 
the confonanrs, as we do the towels. What I am 
going to tell your Lordfhip appears very trifling? 
that more than once, where Ibme of both fexes 
vrcre in company, I have perfuaded two or three of 
each to take a pen, and write down a number of 
letters joined together, juft as it came into their 
heads; and, upon reading this gibberifh, we have 
-found that which the men had wrote, by the fre- 
quent encountering of rough confonants, to found 
like High-Dutch ; and the other, by the women 
like Italian, abounding in vowels and liquid. Now 
though I would by no means give ladies the trou- 
ble of adviiing us in the reformation of our lan- 
guage, yet I cannot help thinking, that fince they 
have been left out of all meetii>gs, except parties at 
play, or where worfe designs are carried on, our 
con ver ration hath very much degenerated. 

In order to reform our language, I conceive, my 
Lord, that a free judicious choice fhould be made 
of fuch perfons, as are generally allowed to be 
beft qualified for fuch a work, without any regard 
to quality, party, or profeflSon. Thefe, to a cer- 
tain number at lead, fhould aiTemble at fome ap- 
pointed time and place, and fix on rules by which 
they dcfign to proceed. What methods they will 
take, is not for me to prefcribe. Your Lordfhip, 
and other perfons in great employment, might 
pleafe to be of the number : and I am afraid, fuch 
a fociety would want your inftru£tion and example 
as much as your protefTion ; for I have, not with- 
out a little envy, obferved of late the fly!e of fome 

^reat. 
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great minifters very much to exceed that of aoy o- 
cher produ£Uoo8. 

The perfons who are to andertake this work will 
ha?e the example of the French before tMcfmto 
imkate, where thefe have proceeded right, aod to 
avoid their miftakcs. Beiides the grammar-parti 
wherein we are allowed to be very defe^ve, they 
will obferve many grofs improprieties, which, how- 
ever autborifed by pra£U£e, and grown familiafi 
ought to be difcarded. They will find many wordi 
that deferve to be utterly thrown out of our lan- 
guage, many more to be corrected, and perhaps 
Dot a few long finco antiquated, which ought to be 
reftored on account of their energy and found. 

But what I have mod at heart, is, that fome me* 
thod (hould be thought on for afcertaining and fix* 
ing our language for ever, after Aich alterations are 
made in it as (hall be thought requifite. For I am 
of opinion, that it is better a language (hould not 
be wholly perfe£l, than that it fhould be perpetu- 
ally changing ; and we muil: give over at one time 
or other, or at length infallibly change for the 
worfe, as the Romans did, when they began to quit 
their fimplicity of ftyle for aflfeftcd refinements, 
fuch as we meet in Tacitus and other authprs ; 
which ended by degrees in many babarities, even 
before the Goths had invaded Italy. 

The fame of our writers is ufually confined to 
thefe two iilands, and it is hard it {hould be limited 
in time as much as place, by the perpetual variatioas 
of our fpeech. It is your Lordfliip's ohfervation, 
that if it were not for the Bible and Common- 
Prayer Book in the vulgar tongue, we fliould hard- 
ly be able to underftand any thing that was written 
among us an hundred years ago ; which is certain- 
ly true : for thofe books, being perpetually read in 
churches, have proved a kind of Aandard for lan- 
guage, eipcoially to the common people. And I 
doubt, whether the alterations, fince introduced, 
a have 
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h^¥e a44ed ipuch to the beauty or ftreogth of thp 
XLDgliil^ topgpe, xJbLough they have taken offagreaf 
fieal hqm that fimplicity, ^hich is oqc of the gr^atr 
fSl perfeAijODLt in any language. You, my Lord, 
^bo aire ip ppnverfantin the lacrfsd writings, and fo 
jgreat a judge of them io their orjginals, will agree^ 
^hat Ap tranfla^on pur country eyer yet produced^ 
l)ath com^ pp to thf^t of the Old and ^fe,w I'efta.- 
pient : ^nd by the many beautiful pa£ages, ^rliic^ 
f, have often had the honour to hear your Lpf d(hip 
f ite from thepce, I am pe^fuad^d, ^hat the tranfla- 
tpfs of the Bible wer,e matters of ^n iDnglifh ftyle^ 
inmch fitter for that work than ^ny wc fee in ouf: 
prefent writings ; which I ta]^e to be owing to tlic 
^mplici^y that ruqs t^roi^gh the whole. Then, a's 
to the grefiteft part of our liturgy, cpmpiled long 
j}efpre the tranflatioo of the Bibk now in ufe, an4 
litt}c altered fince ; there feem to be in it as grcaj: 
firains.of true iublin^e eloquence, as are any where 
^o ,be foui^i in our language ; whjch every man of 
good tafte.wiU pbferve in the commuaion*fervice| 
^at of burj^i, a^id other parts. 

9ut when I fay, that 1 would have our laiigu^^ 
gfi;/er it b duly corrected, always to lafl, 1 do~ npi: 
lueaii that it (hould never be enlarged. Provide^ 
jthat no i^prd, which a fociety flifill give a fan^pj^ 
$p, be ^ftcrw^ds antiquated and explpded. wy 
pciay have liberty rto ^receive wljiatever pew ones they 
^all j^yepcc^fion for; becauTe then the old bool^ 
vfil ypt he. 9l>yays valuable according to tbeiri^rin? 
^ wpTih, ^Did npt thrp^n afide on account, of pn*> 
J.Mplligibie words and pbrafes, which appeai: h^Qf, 
aigi4rimcputjh, only bccaufc t^ey are pu.tpf f^Hipo. 
I^d (be ^Rowiln tongue continued vulgar in that ^ci- 
ly ;tiil this tjinve, U wpuld have t^een abipfiji^elyyecei- 
finvfi £rpm i;he .mighty changes tj|^at have l^en p^ade 
ip 4itF apd rCiligion, frptu ,^c .many tcrar^ pf\n 
rjcquircd in <r^d^e and in .war, from ^e ntjp in- 
jrcivuopjs At^t hay^ feipBe;ncd ip j^ ijrprld, fffiff^^^fi 
ypL. V. E c >M.& 
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Tail fprcading of navigation and commerce, with 
many other obvious circumdanoes, to have made 
great additions to that language ; yet the ancients 
n¥ould ftill have been read and underftood with plea- 
furc and eafe. The Greek tongue received many 
enlargements between the time of Homer and that 
of Plutarch ; yet the former author was probably 
ay well underftbcd in Trajan's time as the latter. 
What Horace fays of words going off and perijbtng 
like leaves y and new ones coming in their place, is a 
itiisfortune he laments, rather than a thing he ap- 
proves ; but I cannot fee why this fhould be abfo- 
lutely nectffary, or, if it were, what would have 
become of his monumentum aere perennitis f 

Writing by memory only, as I do at prefent, I 
Would gladly keep within my depth ; and therefore 
fliall not enter into further paitkulars. Neither do 
I pretend more than to fhew the ufefulnefs of this 
defign, and to make fome general obfervations, 
leaving the reft to that fociety, which I hope witt 
Owe its inftitution and patronage to your Lordfhip. 
Befides, I would willingly avoid repetition* having 
about a year ago communicated to the public much 
of what I had to offer upon this fubjed, by the 
hands of an ingenious gentleman, who for a long 
' time did thrice a week divert or indrudl the king- 
dom by his paper3 ; and it fuppofed to purfue the 
fame defign at prefent under the title of SpeElator. 
^^his author, who hath tried the force and compafi 
of our language with fo much fuccefs, agrees en- 
tircly with me in moft of my fentiments relating to 
it ; fo do the greateft part of the men of wit and 
learning, whoni I have had the happihefs to con- 
Verfe with ; and therefore I imagine that fuch a fo- 
ciety would be pretty unanimous in the main points* 
Your Lordfhip muft allow, that fuch a work as 
this brought to perfection, would very much con* 
tribute to the glory of her majcfty's rcigti ; which 
f)Ught to be recorded in words more durable thaa 

bnfs, 
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brafs, and fuch as our pofteriry may read a thou- 
fand years hence wich pleafure as well as admlrati^ 
on. I always difapproved that falfe compHtnent to 
princes, that the mofi lalHng monument they caa 
have, is the hearts of their fubjedls. It is indeed 
their greateft prefent felicity to reign in their fub- 
}c(Vs hearts ; but thefe are too periOiable to pre- 
ferve their memories, which can only be done bf 
the pens of able and faithful hiftorians. And I 
take it to be your Lord(hip's duty, as Prime Mi* 
niiter, to give order for infpedting our language^ 
and rendering it fit to record the hiftory of fo great 
and good a prince Ks. BeGdes» my Lord* as dlfin* 
terefted as you appear to the world, I am conyin* 
ced, that no man is more in the power of a pre« 
vailing favourite paifion than yoiirfelf ; I mean the 
defire of true and lafting honotir, which you have 
borne along with you through every (iage of youp 
life. To this you have often facrificed your inter* 
eft, your eafe, and your health: For preferving 
and increaiing this, you have expofed your perfoa 
to fecret treachery and opea violence. There is not 
perhaps an example in hidory of any minifler, who 
in fo ffaort a time hath performed fo many great 
things, and overcome fo many difSculties. Now, 
though t am fully convinced, that you fear God» 
honour your Queen, and love your country, as 
much as any of your fellow-fubjcdls, yet I muft 
believe, that the defire of fame hath been no inccn- 
iiderable motive to quicken you in the purfuit o^ 
thofe afUons which will bed deferve it. But at the 
fame time I muft be fo plain as to tell your Lord* 
ihip, that if you will not take fome care to fettle 
our language, and put it into' a ftate of continu- 
ance, I cannot promife that your memory (hall be 
preferved above an hundred years, farther than by 
imperfedl tradition. 

As barbarou:> and ignorant as we were in former 
centuries, there were more effeAual care taken bf 
E e 2 ' Ks^st 
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our anceftors to prePenre tile meriibly df tithes 2Tii 
perfons, than we find in this age of Itaroibg zitiA 

CilitencA, as we are pleafed to call it. Thi rutib 
atin of the Monks is hill veiy intelligibte ; #hfcre* 
4s, had their records been delivered doWn onljr H 
the vdlgar tongue, (b btirren and fo birbardii); fd 
fubje£i to contidnil Ibbceeding changeSy tSe^ cbtid 
£bt now be undlcrftood, unlcfi bv ahtiquatriei, Hhi 
ikake it their fiadf to exponnd them. Aiod #d 
mtlft at this day have been content i^ith fuch poijr 
abftraAs of obr Englifli ftory, as laboriotks men of 
low genias #duld think fit to give tis ; axid eVeri 
thefe in the next age would be likewife findloWed op 
in fucceedioj; collections. If thingi go oii at th& 
rat'e, all I caii piromiib your Lordfhip, ii, thati A' 
Bout two hundred yea^s hence, fome [Gainful com- 
pilfei*, who will be at the trouble of ftndying 6\st 
jfanguage, may inform the world, th^t in tH:e reigti 
of Queen Anne, Robert Earl of Oxford, a ycrj 
^ife and excellent man, was made High'Treafuren 
iind (aved his country, which in thofe days Was ii- 
inoft ruined by a Foreign War and a Domeilic Fafc» 
kion. Thus much he may be able to pick oucj and 
Willing to transfer into his new hiftbry ; But the reft 
of your charafter, which I or any other Writer 
may now value burfelves by drawing, atid the par- 
ticular account of the great things done tinder your 
fciniftry, For which you are already fo celebhitcd 
in moft parts 6f Europe, will probably bd dropped', 
fcn account of the antitjuared ftyle and manner thc^ 
iire dcliVered in. How then fliall any rrrati, WW 
hath a jgen^us for hiftbry equal to the beft of the 
Jancients, be 4blc ro undertake fuch a work withfpf- 
rit and cheirfulnefs, when he canfiders that he Will 
tit read with pleafiire but a very few year?, and in 
in age or two fhsril hardly be ur:derftood withotit ah 
interpreter? This is like employing an excellent flra- 
Juarirto Work upon 'mouldering done. Thofe, Who 
Hj^pij tbtir ftudics to preftrVe the itoezm^ry of otheHr, 
Ik- will 
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m\\\ always have fome •concern for their own. And 
1 believe it is for this reafon, that fb few wjritets 
among us of any diftinKFion have turned their 
thoughts to fuch a difcour^ing employment : Sat 
the beft Englifli hiftorian muft lie under this mor- 
tification, that, when kis ftyle grows antiquated^ 
he will be only coniidered as a tedious relator of 
4aSks ; and perhaps confuhed in hia turn among, 
/other neglected authors to fiirniih materials for 
fome future colledbor. 

I doubt your lordfhip lis but ill eiuertained witfe 

a few fcattered thoughts upon a fubjcA, 'that de- 

ferves to be treated with ability and eare : however,' 

I muil beg leave to add a few words more, j>erhaps 

not altogether foreign to the fame matter, i Isnow 

•not whether that which I am going to fay may pais 

for caution, advice, or repioach, anv of which 

will be juftly thought very improper trom one iir 

my flation to one in yours. However, 1 muft ven« 

ture to affirm, that if genius and learning be nOt 

'encouraged under your lord{hip^« adininif^ratioo* 

you are the moft inexcufable ^perfon alive. All 

your other virtues, my Iiord, will be dcfeftivc 

without this i your a&bility, candor, and good 

nature ; that perpetual agreeablenefs of conyerfa- 

• tioD, ib diiengaged in the midft of 'fuch a weight 

.Tof bufinefs and oppofition ; even your juftice, pru-* 

deoce, and magnanimity, will Ihine 'Icfs brjgl^c 

. without it. Your lordihip is univej^fally allowetl 

•to poflcfs a very large portion in moft ^paxts of li-- 

.4erature ; and to this you owe the cultivating thdfe 

rjnany. virtues which oCherwife -would have been litsr 

.4idorned, or in lower perfcAion. Neither can you* 

. acquit yourielf of theie obligations, without letting. 

the -arts in their turn {hare your influence and pr<> 

tcftion : beiides, who knows but foihe true genius* 

imay happen to arife under your miniftry, exorius 

ut aetherius foL Every age might perhaps produce 

<ute or two of thefe to adorn it, if they were not 

•Eej tu.^fe 
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funk under the cenfure and obloquy of plodding 
fervile, imitating pedants ; 1 do not mean by a true 
genius, any bold writer, who breaks through the 
rules of decency to diftinguiih himfelf by the iingu- 
larity of his opinions : but one, who upon a de- 
fervidg TubjeA is able to op#n new fcenes, and dif- 
cover a vein of true and noble thinking, which ne- 
Ver entered into any imagination before ; evciy 
Aroke of whofe pen is worth all the paper blotted 
by hundreds of others in the compafs of their lives. 
I know, my Lord, your friends all offer iu your 
defence, that, in your private capachy, you neves 
refufed your purle and credit to the fervice and 
fupport of learned or ingenious men ; and that e- 
ver iince you have been in public employment, you 
"have conftantly beftowed your favours on the moft 
deferving pcrfons. But I defire your lordfhip not 
to be deceived : we never will admit of thefe ex- 
cufes, nor will allow your private liberality, as great 
as it is, to attone for your exceffive public thrifr. 
But here again I am afraid mo(^ good fubjedb will 
interpofe in your defence, by alledging the defpe- 
rate condition you found the nation in, and the 
neccfliry there was for fo able and faithful a fleward 
to retrieve it, if poffible, by the utmoft frugality. 
We grant all this, my Lord ; but then it ought 
Ilkewife to be confidered, that you have already 
faved feveral millions to the public, and that what 
we aik is too inconfiderable to break into any ruks 
of the ftrifteft good hufbandry. The French' King 
bedows about half a dozen penfions to learned men 
in feveral parts of Europe, and perhaps a dozen in 
his own kingdom ; which in the whole do probably 
not amount to half the income of many a private 
commoner in England ; yet have more contributed 
to the glory of that prince, than any million he 
hath otherwife employed. For learningt. like all 
true merit, is ealUy fatisncd ; whilft the falfc and 
^unterfeit is perpetually craving, and never thinks 
M' ■ " it 
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it hath enough. The fmalleft favour given hj a 
great prince, as a mark of cfteem> to reward the 
endowments of the mind, never fails to be return- 
ed with praife and gratitude, and loudly celebrated 
to the world.^ I have known ibme years ago feve- 
ral penfions given to particular perlons. (how de- 
fervedly I fhall not enquire), any one of which, iJF 
divided iiito fmaller parcels, and diftributed by the 
crown, to thofe who might upon occafion diAin- 
guifh themfelves by fome extraordinary produAion 
of wit or learning, would be amply fufficient to 
anfwer the end. Or if any fuch perfons were a- 
bdve money (as every great genius certainly is, with 
very moderate conveniencies of life), a medal, or 
iomeinark of diflindtion, would do fuiras well. ' 

But I forget my province, and find myfelf turn- 
ing projeAor before I am aware ; although it be 
one of the laft charaAers under which I fliould 
defire to appear before your Lordfhip^ efpecially 
when I have the ambition of afpiring to that of be- 
ing, with the greateft refpeA and truth, 

Mt Lord, 

Tour LorJ/bip*s 

moft obedient f moft obliged, 

and moft humble fervanfp 

tondon, Feb. as. 
17x1-12. 
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Some Free Thoughts upon ikt Pus^ 
nvT Statb of Affa^Irs*^ 

Writteta inlbe jc2tx 1714. 

^IT/HAT^ER tttay be ihoujjirt Or prtftifta *jr 
W profonnd p6mciin$, tbey will hardly be 
able tocboVihte'^he i^fc^nabte pott oF ihanklnd> 
thac'the moft plalb, fhoft, eafy, and lawful mray to 
any good end in hOt mt)f6 tlijgible, than o0e dii^A- 

"* About «fkidntlk'b«fdfe tht tfettH^ '#£ '<l|Cle«n Aniie, tHe ^eaa 
having laboured tO'reeoBille>tlie toiniABn to »och otlMi^ without ;Ait« 
ceis, retired to the -houfe of-a '-frtetid -in Serkftitey and ttever' (av 
«hein more. Bot, duriag this retreat, he wroie the following Crei- 
tife, which he thought mi^hfbe ot fomt'lire eteti hi th«t }\iMhife, 
Mid fent it ilp to Loodoh to be f rioted : 'but, upon f<Mhe dtfRerrnce 
in opinion between tbe author and tWlate Lord Bolingbrolcc, the 
publication wai delayed till (the t^een^s death : and then he re^ali^d 
his copy. It was afterwards placed in the hands of the late Alder- 
man Barber, from whom it was obtained fb'fae.priilledk. The ruin 
of the miniftry by this animoHty among the mfelve'^, was long (ore* 
feen and foretold by Swift ; and it appears by Lord Bolingbroke's let- 
ter to Sir William Wyndham, that in his hetctt he renounced his 
friendfbip for Oxford long before the conclufion of the peace, though 
it did not appear till-afterwards. " The peace'*, fays he, *< which 
'< had been Jodged to be the only folid foundation whereupon we 
*' could eredt a Tory fyftem, and yet when it was made we found 
«* nurd^ltes at a ftaod 5 nay, the Wry work, which ought to have 
^* been the baiis of our ftrength, was in part demoliihed befoie oor 
** eyes, and we were ftoned with the ruins of it,** This event pro- 
bably rendered the difunien of the miniftry vifible j fome principally 
endeavouring to lecure themfelves, fome ftill labOuifl^ to eAiMHfa at 
all events the party they had efpoufed, which faw iMtbing but '* in- 
" creafe of mortification and nearer approaches to ruin**. And it is 
not to be wondered at, that when this trcatife was written, the Dean's 
attempts to reconcile his friends were unfuccefsful ; for Bolingbroke 
declares, that he abhorred Oxford to fuch a degree, that he would 
rather have fuffered baniihment or death, than have taken meafores 
in concert with him to have avoided either. 

When you have read this pamphlet^ digitQ etmfefce lahdium, Or- 



If cMtriiryitt ibme or all of thefe qdalit!es. I 
haVe bicim Frequently aflurbd bjr grfcat mMdetPi 
that {k^litic^ were nothing but cochmon fenfe ] 
iHrbicfa, as it wall tbe only true thing they fpoke, f6 
)t #a8 the bnly thing they eould h^vt wilhed I 
ihotiM hbl IkUtvc. God hath giveri the bul|c of 
itianKitld a ci^adty to tinderftind rtardh when U 
k faiHy Of&red i and By rekfbn ther #ould eaTihf 
ht govertlted^ it h were left to their Ao\tt. ThORI 

JiHneei in Ml ages, wiio were nloft diftingUifhed 
or their iHyfhiHous (kill in gotitrriihent, fouhd bf 
tht iventf thAt they had ill condllted their bWA 
qufet, or tht Mc arid happhiefa of their people t 
i^br hath Ipoflerity remembered thetn with honour; 
lUch at Lffarider and Philip ambng the GxttkWp 
llbei*itis in Rome, P6pe Alexiinder the fixth and 
hit fini C^ar Borgia, Q^ceh Catherine de Mcdkiti . 
Phil!|^ theftcond oif Spaih, with many others. Nor 
are examples lefs frequent of miniAers, famed foe 
rAtti of deep ihtrlgue, Whofe poKtics have produted 
Httte mofe th^ii murmurings, factions, and dif* 
edt^t^nts, whkh ttfually termibated in the difgraei 
Atyd rtiin of the authors. 

I cAii i^ctolfeft but three occ&IioM^ Cd a ftate^ 
Where the talents of ftrch i^fte^ ihiiy Vc thiought ne^ 
dcSkry ; I iheah in a ftate Wheit the prince r's bbey^ 
ed ahd loVcM by his llib$tas : firiV, M th^ negio^ 
ctiitfen tf a peiifce ; ficbridly^ in afdjufltng the Mk* 
Meitt of otir oirn c&crhrf wnh thbft cw the ha* 
Wnt round t>s>, w^ching the ftVeral ihmibnS 6ff 
o^ot neigfaboi^rs and allies, aWd prefM^^ing a dvtt 
balance amfbng them: hMy, m the hvanaffement 
of parties and fadions at home. In the nrft dl 
Yhefe ckfefl I have ofveiA heard it obfefvid, Ihat 
jbtam ^6od fenfe and a firm ikdherence to the pdint> 
liave iproVed A^bre eJSefifial than aU rhofe artt^ 
«rhi€h I ^en^ember a grdtft foreign iiotnifter ti(V4 
fn eon^eoipt to csrH the fpK4f of nMociaftin^. Iii 
lite fetfind cafe iAmcfa fKOom aind a tberougK 
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knowledge in affairs, both foreign and domcfticy 
ate certainly required : after which I know no ta- 
lents neceffary be fides method and ikill ia the com- 
xnon forms of bufint is. In the laft cafe» whkh is 
that of managing parties, there feems indeed . to be 
more occafion for employing this gift of the lower 
politics, whenever the tide runs )iigh againft the 
court and miniftry, which feldom happens under 
any tolerable adminiAration, while the true inte* 
reft of the nation is purfued. But, here in £ng» 
land (for I do not pretend to edablifh maxims of 
government in general) while the prince and xpi- 
niftry, the clergy, the majority of landed >meo^ 
and bulk of the people^ appear to have the fame 
views and the fame principles, it is not obvious to 
me, how thofe at the helm can have many oppor« 
tunities of {hewing theic ikill in myil^ry and re* 
£nement, befides what themfelves think fit to 
create. 

I have been aflured by men long pradtifed in bu- 
fincfs, that the fecrets of court are much fewer 
than we generally (uppofe ; and I hold it for the 
greatcft fccret of court, that they are fo ; becaufe 
the firft fprings of great events, like thofe of great 
rivers, are often fo mean and fo little, that in de- 
cency they ought to be hid: and therefore mini^ 
fiers are fo wife to leave their proceedings to be ac- 
counted for by reafoners at a didance, who often 
mould them into fyftems, that do not only go down 
very well in the coffee- houfe, but are fupplies for 
pamphlets in the prefent age, and may probably 
furnifh materials for memoirs and hiftories in the 
next. 

It is true indeed, that even thofe who are very 
near the court; and are fuppofed to have a large 
(hare in the management of public matters, are apt 
to dcduft wrong confequences, by reafoning upon 
the caufes and. motives of thofe adtions wherein 
ifelves are employed. A ji'eat minifter puts 

you 
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you a cafir, and afks your opinion, but conceals 
an eflcntial circumdance, upon which the whole 
weight of the matter turns ; then he defpifeth your 
underftanding for counfelling him no belter, and 
concludes he ought to truft entirely to his own 
wifdom. Thus he grows to abound in fecrets and 
referves, even towards thofd, with whom he ought 
to aA in the greateft confidence and concert : and 
thus the world is brought to judge, that whatever 
be the iflue and event, It was all torefeen, contriv- 
ed, and brought to pafs by folne mafter ftroke of 
hi» politics. 

I could produce innumerable inftances, from my 
own memory and obfervatibn. of events imputed to 
the profound fkill and addrefs of a minifter, which 
in reality were either the mere effeA of negligence, 
weaknefs, humour, paflion, or pride, or, at heft, 
but the natural courfe of things left to themfelves. 

During this very feflion of parliament, a moft 
ingenious gentleman, who hath much credit with 
thofe in power, would needs have it, that in the 
late diiTenfions at couit, which grew too high co 
be any longer a fecret, the whole matter was car- 
ried with the utmoft dexterity on one fide, and 
with manifcft ill conduct on the other. To prove 
this, he made ufe of the moft plaufible topics, 
drawn from the nature and difpoiition of the (eve- 
ral perfons concerned, as well as of her majefty ; 
all which he knows as much of as any man : and 
gave me a detail of the whole, with inch an ap- 
])earance of probability, as committed to writing 
«irould pafs for an admirable piece of fecret hiftory. 
Yet I am at the fame time convinced by the flrong- 
eft reafons, that the ifiue of thofe difTcnfions, as to 
the part they had 10 the court and houfe 6f lords, 
was partly owing to very different caufes, and part- 
ly to the fituation of afrairs, from whence in that 
conjunAure they could not cafiiy termhiate other- 
wile 
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irirt Omn thtj did, wbatcvpr upbappy c(fn!kq\k^9fi^ 
they may have for the fqture. 

In like manner I have heard % phyfician pn9r 
oounce with great gravity, that bp i|^ CVTPd {9 
many patients of malignant feverf, and 94 m^y 
snore of the fmall poy ; whereas in itrmth nine paril 
in ten of tbofe who rccoyerieds ow4 ttieir liyei $Q 
the ftreogth of natune and a gmd cq^ftitiHiaPi 
fvhile filch a one happen/ed tp fajc tbeir d^Qftor. 

But, while it 14 fo difficult to Learn the ipriPgs 3p4 
SDotjves of fomc fa&s, aed to «afy jlo forge jt }b$ 
ciicumftances of others, ic is no wonder jtbey ifaoHl4 
be {o grofsly mifrepreCepted to the public, by /cvti- 
eus inqnifitive head3) who proceed altogietb^r tipoo 
conjectures, and in reafoniog upon a9ki^^ pf .ftatei 
gre fure to be miftaken, by fearcjiaing t^o deep. 
And as I faav/c known this to be the fi:equ£;nt en^or 
of many others, fo I am fure it ha^b been perpetpr 
ally mine, whenever 1 haye attempted to difcpver 
the cauie of political events by refinement and coo.- 
je&ure; which I muH: ac|cnowk4ge bath yery 
much abated my veneration fpr what they eatt 
arcana imperii whereof 1 dar,e pronQOoce, fh^ tbf 
fewer there are in any admioiilratioo, it is juftip 
much the better. 

What I have bitberto faid, baith by no meactf 
been intended to detraA from the .qualities requifite 
in thofe, who are trufied with .the adminifirftioQ 
of pubdic afEiirs ; on the coniraxy, I kqaw no ftjtr 
tipn of life, where great abilities and ^virtues of aV 
kinds are fo highly neceiT^ry, and wbetje thenVaot 
of any is fo quickly or univerGdly felt, A great 
mioifter hath no virtue for which due public may 
not be the better, nor any de£e<Sl; by wbich the 
public is not certainly a fufferer. J have know9 
more than once or twice, within four years ,paft; 
an omiiQon, in appearance very fmall, prove al« 
moO: fatal to a whple.fcheme. And very bajcdly ne- 
setcieved. It Is not always lufficient ibr the per- 
1 fon 
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"fon at the helm, that he is intrepid in his nature, 
ftce from any tioftureofavarice or corruption, aod 
that he hath great natural and. acquired abilities. 

I never thought the repuution of much fecrecy 
was a charaAer of any advantage to a.mioiiler, be- 
<aufe it put ail other men upon their guard to be 
as fecret as he, and was confequently the occafioa 
diat perfons and things were always miireprefented 
to him : becaafe likewife, too great an affeftation 
of fccrccy is ufually thought to be attended with . 
thofe little intrigues and refinements, which among 
the vulgar denominate a man a great politician; but 
among others is apt, vrhether defervcdly or no, to 
acquire xhe opinion of cunning : a talent^ which 
•differs as much from the true knowledge of govern^ 
Tnen*t, as that of an artorncy from an able lawyer* 
Neither indeed am I altogether convinced, that this 
habit of multiplying fecrets may not be carried 00, 
To far as to ftop that communication which Is n^ 
ceflary, in fome degree, among all who have any 
coniiderabLe part in the management of public af» 
fairs : bccaufe 1 have obfcryed the inconveniencies 
ariling from a want of love between thofe who were 
to give diredions, to have been of as ill confequence 
as any that could happen from the difcovery of fe- 
crets. I Hrppofe, when a building'is to be ereded, 
die model may be the contrivance only of one h^ead ; 
and it a fufficient that the under-ivorkmen be or* 
dered t?o cut flones tfito certain fhapes, . and place 
them in certain f|»fitioDS :. but.ths .fevinral<mailar> 
builders muft have ibme general knowledge of the 
deiign, withbut which they can give 00 orders at 
all. And, indeed, I ido not know a greater mark 
^f an ablemiaifter, than tliatbf righdyiadapting; 
the feveral faculties of men .;; nor is any thing moze 
to be lamented than the impradicableneis of doing 
thisMnany great degree under our preient circnm- 
ilances, while b mmy fhut themfelves out by ad- 
hering to a fadioo, aod while the court k inilaved 

Vot. V. F f vK^i 
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CO the impatience of others^ who dc&ic to fell their 
▼ote, or thctr 4ntere(l» as dear as ibcj can. But 
wberher this hath not fcieen fuhmittcd to more than 
was nccciTiryt, whether it hath not been dangerous 
in tl>e example, and pernicious in the praAice, I 
will leave to the inquiry of thofe who can better de- 
termine. 

It may be matter of no little admiration to confi* 
tier in fome lights the ftate of aflfiirs among us for 
four years palK The Queen finding herfelF, and 
the majority of her kingdom, grown weary of the 
avarice and infolence, the millaken politics, and 
dcftruAive principles of her former minifters ; calls 
to the fervice of the public another fct of men, who, 
by confeffion of their enemies, had equal abilities 
at leaft with their predece£brs ; whofe iotereft made 
it neceiTary for them (although their inclinations 
bad been otherwife,) to adl upon thofe maxims, 
which were mod agreeable to the conftitution in 
church and (late; whofe birth and patrimonies gave 
them weight in the nation ; and who (I fpeak of 
thofe who were to have the chief part in affain,) 
had long lived under the (Iridtcfl bonds of frieod- 
iliip : with all thefe advantages, fupported by a vaft 
majori'y of the landed interefl, and the inferior 
clergy almofl to a man, we have feveral times feea 
the prcfcnt adminiftration in the greateft diftrefs, 
and very near the brink of ruin, together with the 
caufc of the church and monarchy committed to 
their charge-; neither doth it. appear to me at the 
minute I am now writing, that their power or du- 
ration ai*e upon any tolerable foot of fecurity : which 
I do not fo much impute to the addrefs and induf- 
try of their enemies, as to fome failures among 
themfelves, which I think have been fiiil as vifible 
in their caufes as their e£fedts. 

Nothing hath given me greater indignation than 
to behold a miniflry, who came with the advantages 
I have reprefcQteda acting ever iince upon the de- 

itnfivc 



THE PRESENT STATE OF AFFAIRS. 33^ 

feDfive in the Houfe of Lords with a majority oa 
their iide, and, inAead of calling others to account^ 
as it was reajbnably expected, mifpending their 
time and loiing many opportunities of doing good» 
becaufe a Aruggliug faction kept them continuallj 
in plajr. Thib courage among Uie adverfarics of - 
the court was inipired into them by various incU 
demsy for every one of which I think the minifters, 
or (if that was the cafe,) the minifter alone is Xo 
anfwer. 

For, iirft, that race of politicians, who in the 
cant phrafe are called the ivhimjicals *, was never 
fo numerous^ or at leaft fo aQive, as it hath been 
fiince the great change at court i many of thofe who 
pretended wholly to be in with the principles^ upon 
which her MajeAy and her new fervants proceeded^ 
either ablenting themfelves with the utmoft indif* 
fcrence, in thofe conjun£lures whereon the whole 
caufe depended, or ilding dirc6:ly with the enemy. 

I very well remember, Avhen this minldry was not 
above a year old, there was a little murmuring 
among fuch as are called the higher 7'orics or 
Churchmen^ that quicker progrefs was not made in 
removing thofe of the difcontented party out of eni«^ 
ployments. I remember likewire> the reafonings 
upon this matter were various^ even among many 
who were allowed to know a good deal of the in- 
fide of the court : fome fuppoied the Queen was at 
firft prevailed on to make that great change, with 
no other view than that of acting for the future up- 
on a moderating fchemC) in order to reconcile both 
parties ; and I believe there might poffibiy have been 
fome grounds for this fuppoticion. Others con- 
ceived the employments were left undifpoied of, in 

* Whimficals were Tories who had been eager for the concIuHon 
of the peace, titl the treaties were perfeAcd, iheo ihey could come 
up to no dire^ approbation. In the clamour raifed about the danger 
of the fucceilion, they joined the Whigs, and declared directly againft 
their paity, and afTe^ed in mc(l other points a mod gloricus neutra- 
lly. 8ce BoUngbroke*3 letter to Wyndbam; p. 4$, 49* 

F f z ^x^^x: 
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order to keep alive the hopes of many more impa* 
f icDt candidates than ever could be gratified. This 
hath iince been looked on as a very high fbrain of 
politics, andtohavefucceeded accordingly; becauie 
St is the opinion of many, that the namerous pre- 
tenders to places would never have been kept in or- 
der, if all expcAation had been cut off. Others 
were yet more refined ; and thought it neither wife 
nor fafe wholly to extioguiih all oppofkion from 
the other fide ; becauie in the nature of things it 
was abfolutelv necefiary that there ihould be panics 
in an Englim pailiament; and a faAion, already 
odious to the people^ might be fuffered to continue 
with left danger, than any new one that could arife* 
To confirm this, it was faid, that the majority in 
the Houfe of Commons was too great on the fidie of 
the High-church, and began to form themielves in- 
to a body, (by the name of the Odkober Club,) in 
order to put the miniftry under fubje^ion. Laftly, 
the danger of introducing too ^reat a number of 
unexperienced men at once into office, was urged 
as an irrefragable reafon for making changes by flow 
degrees. To difcard an able officer from an em- 
ployment, or part of a commiffion, where the re- 
venue or trade were concerned, for no other reafon 
but difiering in fome principles of government, 
might be of terrible confequence. 

fiowever, it is certain, that none of tbefe excufts 
were able to pafs among men, who argued only 
from the principles of general reafon. For firft, 
they looked u;on all fchemes of comprebenfion to 
be as vifionary and impoffii)le in the ttate, as in- the 
church. Secondly, while the fpirit raifed by the 
trial of Dr. Sdcheverel continued in motion, men 
were noi to keen upon coming in th<:m(eives, as to 
fee their enemies out, and deprived of all affiflance 
to (Jo mifchief : and it is urged further, that this 
gential ambition of hunting after places, grew 
ly from feeing them fo longundifpofed of, and 

from 
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from too. general an encouragea^entbypfomifes, to 
all who were thought capable of doing either good* 
or hurt. Thirdly, the fear of creating another 
party, in cafe the prefent fa£tion were wholly fab«- 
dued, was, in the opinion of plain men, and in re-^ 
gard to the iituation of our affairs, too great a fa« 
crifice of the nation's fafety to the genius of politics /^ 
confidering how much was to be done, and how' 
little time might probably be allowed. Befides, the 
divifions of a* Houfe of Commons into couit andP 
country parties^ which was the evil they fccmed ny 
apprehend, could never be dangerous to » goo4 
miniftry^ who had the true intereft and conftitutioiv 
of their country at heart : as for the apprehenfiofi^ 
of too great a majority in the Houfe of CommoxiSr 
it appeared to be fo vain, that upon fome points of 
importance the court was hardly able to procure one» 
And the 0£kober Club, which appeared fo formi* 
dable at firft to fome politicians, proved in the fe-^ 
quel to be the chief fuoport of thofe who (ufp:&^ 
them. It was likewiie very well known that thd 
greatefl: part of thofe men, whom tlie former mi-*, 
niftry left in poficffion of employments, were loud*- 
}y charged with infufficiency or corruption^ over 
and above their obnoxious tenets in religion and go* 
vernment ; fo that it would have been a matter of 
ibme difficulty to mak^ a worfe choice ; be&des, that, 
plea for keeping men of faAious principles in em* 
ployment upon the fcore of then* abilities, ^ was* 
thought to foe extended a littk too far, aod conr 
ftrued to take in all employments whatfoever, al» 
though many of them required no more abilities 
than would ierve to qualify a gentleman uflier at 
court : fo that this laft excufe for the veiy flow 
fteps made in difarming the adverfaries of the 
crown, was allowed indeed to .have more plaufibi«> 
lity, but lefs truth thairanyof the former*^ 

I do not here pretend to condemn the counfel^ 
or a(tioo»of dbo prefent miniftry : their fa&ty and 
F f 3 in.?.c!:<i^ 
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intercA are vtfibfy united with thoPe of the public ; 
they are perfont of unqueftionable abilities, altogie* 
altogether unfufpefied of avarice or corniptioo, 
and have the advantage to^^c jF^cxbcTJocmmtienJcd 

Sf the dread and hatred or the oppofite faAion. 
owever, it is manifeft, that the zeal of their 
friends hath been cooling towards them for above 
two years paft ; they have been frequently defertcd 
or diftrefled upon the looft preffing occauons, and 
very near giving up in defpair : their characters have 
been often treated with the utmoft barbarity and 
injuftice in both houfes, by fcurrilous and enraged 
orators ; while their neareft friends, and even thofe 
who muft have a (hare in their difgrace, never of- 
fered a word in their vindication. 

When I exatnine with myfelf what occafions the 
miniftry may have given for this coldnefs, incon- 
ftanry, and difcontent among their friends, I at 
the fame time recolledl the various conjcdhires^ rca- 
fonings, and fuijpicions, which have run fo freely 
for three years pad, concerning the defigns of the 
court : I do not only mean fuch conjedhires, as are 
born in a coffee-houfe, or invented by the malice 
of a party, but alfo the concluiions (however mifta- 
ken,) of wife and good men, whofe quality and fta- 
tion firted them to underi^and the reafon of public 
proceedings, and in whofe power it lay to recom* 
mend or difgrace an adminiftration to the people. I 
muft therefore take the boldnefs to afiiert, that all 
thefe difcontents, how ruinous foever they may 
prove in the confequences, have moft unneccflarily 
arjfen from the want of a due communication and 
concert. Every man muft have a light fufficient for 
the length of the way he is appointed to go ; there 
is a degree of confidence Jue to all ftations ; and a 
petty conftable will neither aA chearfully or wifely 
without that fhare of it, which properly belongs to 
him : although the main fpring in a watch be out 
ef fight, there is an intermediate communication 
MT' between 
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between k and the fmalleft wheel, or elfe no nfeful^ 
motion could be performed. This referred myfte- 
rjous way of aAing, upon points where there ap* 
peared not the kaft occaiion for it, and towardsr' 
perfons, who at leaft, in right of their poA-s, ex* 
peAed a more open treatment, wa&imputed to fome 
bidden defign, which every man.-conjeAured to be 
the very thing be was moft afraid of. Thofe who- 
profefTcd the height of what is called the church 
principle^ fufpcAed, that a compreheofion was in- 
tended, wherein the moderate men on both fide* 
might be equally employed. Others went farther, 
and dreaded fuch a compi ehenfioo, as direAly tend- 
ing to bring the old exploded principles and perfona 
once nK>re into play. Again, fome a&Aed to be 
uneafy about the iucceffion, and feemed to think 
there was a view of introducing that perfon, what-* 
ever he is, who pretends to claim the crown by in^ 
Leritance. Others, efpecially of Lite, furmifcd on 
the contrary, that the demands of the boufe of 
Hanover were induftrioufly. fomented by fome in 
power, without the privity of the — — or — • 
Now, although thefe accusations were too inconfif- 
tent to be all of them true» yet they were malici- 
oufly fuffered to pafs, and thereby took off much 
of that popularity, which thofe at the helm flood 
in need of, to fupport them under the difficulties! 
of a long perplexing negotiation, a daily addition of 
public debts, and an es^aufted treafury. 
. But the effeAs of this myftical manner of pro* 
ceeding did not end here : for the late diflenfiona 
between the great men ac court (which have been, 
for fome time paft, the public entertainment of eve* 
ry coffeehoufe,} are faid to have arifcn from the 
fame fountain ; while on one fide very great re- 
ierve, and certainly very great refentment on the 
other **, if we may believe general report, (for I 

* Lofd Oxfbni*! xcTs m wm tU caale of BoUagbroke's refentment. 
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pretend to know no fardier,) have inflamed antno** 
fities to fuch a height, at to make all reconcilement 
iapra^cable. Suppofing this- to be' tme, it maf 
lerve for a great leflbn of homiliation to mankind, 
to behold the habits and paffiontof men, otherwife 
highly accompUfliedy triumphing over intercft, 
friendfhip, honour, and their own perfonal fafety^ 
as well a» that of their country, and probably of a 
moft gracious priaceft, who hath intrufled it to 
them. A (hips crew quarreting in a dorm, or 
while their enemies are within gun- (hot, is but x 
faint idea of this fatai" infatuation : of which, altbo' 
it be hard to iay enoughs fome people may think 
perhaps I have already faid too much. 

Since thi& unhappy incident, the defertion of 
firiendis, and lofs of reputation, have been fo great,^ 
that I do not fee how the mioifters coutd have con<^ 
tinned many weeks in their ftaiions, if their oppo- 
ftrs of all kinds had agreed about the methods by 
which they (hould be ruined : and their preiervationi 
hitherto feems to refembte his, who had two poi* 
fbns given him together of contrary opersftions. 

It may feem very impertinent in one of my level 
to point out to thofe who fit at the helm, what 
courfe they ought to fteer. I know enough of courts 
to be fenfible, how mean an opinion great miniilers 
have of moft men's underftanding ; to a degree, 
that in any other fcience would be called the grof- 
feft pedantry. However, unlefs I ofier my ftnti* 
ments in this point, all I have hitherto faid will be 
to no purpofe. 

The general wifhes and dedres of a people are 
perhaps more obvious to other men, than to mini- 
fters of ftate. There are two points of the higheft 
importance, wherein a very great majority of the 
kingdom appear pcrfeAIy hearty and unanimous. 
1r ir^, that the church of England (hould be pre- 
ferved entire in ail her rights, powers and privileges; 
ail doArines relating to governme-nt diicourag^d, 

which 
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which flie coodemos ; all fchifms, ftSts and here*^ 
fies i^fcoxxnicn^nc€d and kept under due fubjeAioQy 
as far as conMs with the lenity of our conllitution ;: 
her open enemies (among whom l include at lead 
diflcncers of alldepominations; nottrufted with the 
fmallefl degree of civil or military power ; and her 
iecret adverfaries, under the name of Whigs, Low* 
church. Republicans, Moderation men and the 
iike, receive no marks of favour from the crown» 
but what they fliould deferve by a finccre reformat- 
tion. 

Had this point been fireadily purfued in all Jts» 
parts, for three yeaiis paft, and aflerted as the a«- 
Towed refohition of the court, there muft probably 
have been an end of faAion, which hath been able 
evtr (ince with To much vigour to didurb and in* 
fult the adminiftration. f know very well, that 
fome refiners pretend to argue for the ufef ulnefs 
06 parties in mch a government as ours : I have . 
faid ibmething of this already, and have heard a- 
greatmany idle wife topics upon the fubjeA. . Bur 
I (hall not argue that matter at prefent ; I fuppoie^' 
if a man thinks it necefiary to pVay with a fef^ent, 
he will chafe one o£ a kind that is leaft. mifchiev- 
ous ;: othevwife,. ahhough it appears to be cruftied, 
it may have tife enough to fting him to death. So»: 
I think it n not fafe tampering with the pr^fentt 
fadion, at leaft at this juncture: iirft, becaufe: 
their principles ainl praAices have been alrtedy ve- 
ry dangerous to the conditution in church^ andi 
Aate : fccondly, becaufe they are highly. Irritated* 
with the lofs of their power, full of venom and. 
vengeance, and prepared to execute every thing, 
that rage or malice can fuggeft.: but principally be-- 
eaufe they have prevailed by mifreprefentationa and 
other artifices,, to make the fuccefibr look upon * 
thicm as the only perfons he can truft : upon which 
account they cannot be too foon, or too much dif-i 
abled : neither will England ever be fafe from th^ 



346 SOME FBBE THOUGHTS UPON 

attempts oi this wicked confederacy, uatil their 
firength and intercft be fo iar reduced, that, for 
the future it Ihall not be in the power of the crown 
although in conjunftion with any rich and fa£tio.us 
body oi men, to chufe an ill majority in the Houfe 
oi Commons. 

One ftep very necefiary to this great work, will 
be to regulate the army, and chiefly thofe trooftf 
which in their turns have the care of herMa}e(^y's 
per > on ; who are moft of them fitter to guard a 
prince under an high court of juftice, than feated 
on the throne. The peculiar hand of providence 
hurh hatherto preferved her Majefiy, encompafledf 
whether fleeping or travelling, by her enemies: 
bur fince religion teacheth us, that providence 
ou^ht not to be tempted, it is ill venturing to traft 
that precious life any longer to thofe, who, by 
their public behaviour and difcourfc, difcover their 
impatience to fee it at an end j that they may have 
liberty to be the infbruments of glutt>Dg at once the 
revenge of their patrons and their own. It fhould 
be well remembered, what a fatisfaAion thefe gen- 
tlemen (after the example of their betters) were fo 
fanguine to exprefs upon the Queen's laft illneis at 
Windfor, and what threatenings they ufed of refuf* 
ing to obey their general, in cafe that illnefs had 
proved fatal. Nor do I think it a want of charity, 
to fufpeft, that, in fuch an eyil day, an enrag* 
ed fadion would be highly pleafed with the 
power of the fword, and with great connivance 
leave it fo long unfheathed, until they were got 
rid of their moil formidable adverfaries. In the 
mean time it mud be a very melancholy prc^peA, 
that, whenever it (hall pleafe God to viiit us with 
this calamity, thofe who are paid to be defenders 
pf the civil power, will (land ready for any adts of 
violence, that a junto, compofed of the greateft e* 
> jpemies to the conftitutioo, (hall think fit to enjoin 
4hcm. 
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The other point of great importance is the fecu- 
rity of the proteftant fucceffion in the houfe of Hi/- 
nover: ndt from any partiality to that illuftriout 
houfe, further than as it hath had the honour to 
mingle with the blood royal of England, and is the 
nearefl branch of our legal line reformed from po.«- 
pery. This point hath one advantage over the for- 
mer, that both parties profefs to defire the fame 
bleffing for podcrity, but diffisr about the means of 
fecuring it. From whence it hath come to pafs, 
that the proteftant fucctffion, in appearance the 
defire of the whole nation, hath proved the great* 
eft topic of flander> jealoufy^ fufptcioa and difcoa- 
tent. 

I have been fo curious as to a(k feveral acquain- 
tances among the oppoiite party, whether they, or 
their leaders, did really fufpeA there had been ever 
any defign in the miniftry to weaken the fucceffioa 
in favour of the pretender, or of any other perfon 
whatfoevcr* Some of them freely anfwered in the 
negative : others were of the fame opinion, but ad« 
ded, they did not know what might be done in 
time, and upon farther provocations : others again 
ieemed to believe the affirmative, but could never 
produce any plaulible grounds for their belief. I 
have likewife been afTured by a perfon of fome con- 
fequonce, that, during a very near and conftant 
familiarity with the great men at court for four 
years paft, he never could obferve, even in thofe 
hours of converfation where there is ufually leaft 
reftraint, that one word ever pafied among them to 
fliew a diflike to the prefent fettle ment ; ah hough 
they would fomeiimcs lament, that the falfc repre- 
fentation of their's and the kingdom"; enemies had 
made fome impreffions in the mind of the fuccefTor. 
As to my own circle of acquaintance, I can fafely 
affirm, that, excepting thofe who are nonjurors by 
profeifion, I have not met with above two ^^xC^^*^ 
who appeared to have ai\y (ctu^\t% to\xQ.^xYi\w%>^^^ 
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prefent limiudon of the crown. I therefore think 
it may Tcry impartially be pronounced, that the 
number of thofc, \?ho wi(h to fee the fon of the 
abdicated prince upon the throne, a akogether in- 
considerable. And further, I beKeve it will be 
found* that there are none who fo much dread a- 
fiy attempt he (hall make for the recovery of h\s 
imagined rights, as the Roman Catholics of Eng- 
land ; who love their freedom and properties too 
well to defire his entrance by a French army, and a 
£eld of blood ; who muft continue upon the fame 
foot if he changeth his religion, and mud expeft 
to be the firft and greateft fufferera if he (hould 
happen to fail. 

As to the perfon of this nominal prince, he lies 
under all manner of difadvantages : the vulgar i- 
magine him to have been a child impofed upon 
' the nation, by the fraudulent zeal of his parents 
and their bigotted counfellors ; who took fpecial 
rare, againft all the rules of common policy, to e- 
•ducate him in their hateful fuperflition, fucked in 
•with his milk and confirmed in his manhood, too 
ftrong to be now (haken by Mr. Lcfley * ; and a 
rouncerfeit converfaiion will be too grofs to p^fs 
vpon the kingdom, after what we have feen and 
fuffi^red from the like pra^ice in his father. He is 
likewife faid to be of weak intellectuals, and an un- 
found conftituiion : he was treated contemptibly e- 
nough by the young princes of France, even dur- 
ing the war ; is now wholly negle6ted by that 
crown, and driven to live in exile upon a fmall ex- 
hibition : he is utterly unknown in England, which 
lie left in the cradle : his father^s friends are mod 
of them dead, the reft antiquated <>r poor. Six and 

* Lcfley was a ironjori'-g clerpynaan, ^o wrote a letter from 
Barleduc in L'>rrain^ the place c.f tjic prc:ender*s refidence, addrefled 
fo a member of par. Ltncnt in X- rd.n, in praife and on behalf of 
his prince. The \cUtt w^s^tmtA, ^cvd publicly handeJ ab©ut in 
Loodottm 

1 \»^Xw\3\ 



TH£ PRtSENT STATE OF APPAIRg 34^ 

I#ent7 y^ars have almofl paft flncc the revohitioti,' 
and the bulk of thofe who are nov ifioft in a£lion; , 
^ther at courts iii parliament, or public offices, 
were Chen bdys at fchool or the univeriities, and 
look usk>n that great change to have happened dur* 
log a p^iod oi time for which they are not ac^ 
•countable. The logic of the higheft tones it now; 
that this was the eftabliihment they found, as food 
as they arrived to a capacity of judging; that they 
had no hand in turning out the late king, and 
therefore have no crime to anfwer for, if it were a- 
ny : that the inheritance to the crown is fixed io 
purfbance of laws made ever fince their remem« 
{n*ance, by which all papif^s are excluded, and they 
have no other rule to go by : that they will nO' ' 
rtKOre difptite King William Ill's, title, than King^ 
William Ps. ; fiftcc they muft have recourfe to hi- 
itory f6r both : that they have been inftrufied in 
the doArines of paffive obedience, non-refiftant6 
and hereditary- right, and find them all nece£&ry 
Sot preferving the prefent eftablifhment in church 
and ftate, add i6r continuing the fucceffion in the 
houfc of Hanover, and muft, in their own opinion 
renounce aH thofe doctrines, by fetting up any o« 
thef title to the crdwn. This, I fay, feetns to be 
the politick creed of all the high«princfpled men f 
have for fettle' time nnet with en forty years old and 
under ; whteh ahhough I do not pretend to juftifjr 
fo every part, yet I am fiitc it fcts the proteftant 
fueccffiKm upon a orach flfiiief foundation, than all 
the indigcffted fehemes of thofe who profds to aft 
xtptm what they call revoftittoh-orinciples. 

Neither flionld it perha(ps be mon forgotteft, that» 
dcimg the greatefl licentiotiftrefs of the prcfs, white 
the facrcd charader of the<^een Was etcry day in-' 
fulted in fafltouft papers and ballads, nottheleaft 
i<efie£linginrfinilation ever appeared againft the fta-r 
nover family, whatever cccafita Wat oflbred to ia^' 

Vot.V. Og . xtos^^^tt 



350 SOME PREE THOUGHTS UPON 

temperate pens, bjr the raflinefi or indifcretion 4X 
one or two miniiicrs from iheace. 

From all thete. conHderaiionsy I muft therefore 
lay u down as an inconteftable truth, that the fuc- 
cefTion 10 iheiie. iLingdoms in ihc illuftnous houfe of 
Hanover, is as finily fcuiredas the nature of the 
thing can poffibly admit y by the oaths of all thofe 
vho are intrulled with any office, by the very prin- 
ciples of thoiewho are.termed the. High Cburcb* 
by the general inclinations of the people, by the in- 
iignificancy of that perfon who claims it from in- 
heritance and the little ailidance be can czpe£l| el- 
■ ther from princes abroad, or adherents at home. 

However, fmce the virulent oppofecs of the queen 
^nd her adminidrajion, have fo far prevailed by 
their cmifiaries at the court of Hanover, and by 
tiieir praAices upon one or two ignorant, unman- 
nerly Meflcngers from thence, as to make the li.lec^ 
tor dciire fome farther ieciirity, and fend over a 
Memorial here to that end : '1 he great, queft ion is, 
how to give reafonable fatisfa^lion to His Highnef^, 
and (what is infinitely of greater. confequence) at 
the fame time, confiilt the .honour and fafety of 
the Queen, whole quiet Pofllffion is of much more 
, confequence to. us of the prefent age, than his Rc- 
.feriion. The fubftance of his memorial, if I re- 
tain it right, is to defire that fome one of his fami- 
ly might live in England, with fuch a maintenance 
as is ufual to thoie of the royal blood, and that 
certain titles ihould be conferred upon the red, ac- 
cording: to ancient cuftom. The memorial doth 
not fpecify which of the family Ihould be invited 
fo refide here; and if it had,.t believe however her 
Majedy would have looked upon . it as a circum* 
itance left to her own choice. 
. But, as all this is moft mamfeftly umieceiTdry in 
Itfelf, and only in compliance with the miftaken 
doubts of a prefumptive heir; fo the oaiion would 
/to fpeak in the laugji^^'^ ol UU , %^3w.l\ tx^eSi, that 
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Bcr Majcfty Ihould be made pcrfeftry eafy front 
thai fide for the tuture , no mdre to be alarmed with' 
appreheniions of viiits or demands of' writs, where 
* fhe hath not thought fit to give any- inviiatio'n,^ 
The nation would likewife expedtr that there fhouldr 
be an end of all private commerce between that 
court and the leaders of a party herd ; and, char 
his EleAorai Highnefs ihould declare himfelf entire- 
ly fatisfied vnth all her' Majefty V proceedings, her 
treaties of peace and corMnerce, her alliances abroacF 
her choice of nftniftdri at home, and (.arricularly 
in her moft gpTcious condefceniions, to his requeft :' 
that he would, upon all proper occafion's, and in 
the moft public manner, difcover his utter diflike* 
of faAious perfons and principles, but, efpecially, 
oF that party, which under the pretence or fhelter 
of his protection, hath fb long difquieted the king- - 
dom : and laftly, that he would acknowledge the 
goodnefs of the Queen, and juftice of the natio^^ 
in fo fully fccuring the fucceiiion to his family. 

It is indeed a problem which I could never com- - 
prehended, why the court of Hanover, who have* 
all along thought themfelves fo perFeAly fectire ia 
the afitAbns, the principles, and theprofeffionsoP 
the Low-Church party, fhould not have endeavour*- 
ed, according to the tiTual politics of princes, t6 
gain over thofe who were reprcfented as their ene-* 
mies ; £nce the(e fuppofed enemies had fo many ad-' 
▼ances, were inpofleflion of all the powers, had 
framed the very fettlement to whifhthat illuftrious* 
£imily owes its claim ; had all of them abjured the' . 
pretender; were now en>ployed in the' great oiSces 
of ftate, and compoied a majority in boih houfes* 
of parliament. Not to mention, that the Queea^ 

* Baroa Schots, envoy es^raordinary from the Kle^or of Hzwrrtr,^ 
demanded a Writ for the Electoral Prince to fit in the houfe of Peers - i' 
at Duke of Cannbridse, and it was expend, that his Highnefs woald 
have made a vififr to tht Coart of London* 

G 5^ V^v^ 
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herfclf. with the bulk of the landed gentry ap(( 
commoDalff throughout the kingdom, were of the 
number. ThiSi one would think, might be a drength 
fu£Scient doc only to obftruA but to beftow a iuc* 
qeffion : and fioce the prcTumed heir could not bur 
W perfeAly fccure q( the other party^ whoijp great* 
fft %vqmcd grievanqe was the pretended <jiaog^r of 
bis future righu i ii might thereforp Afreiy ha«« 
heep worth his while, to have made at lea ft ooe 6.cf 
«>wiird8 cultivating a fair, correlpondeoce with tbci 
power in poffiffion. Neither could thoTe* who v^ 
galled his friends, have blamed hin^, or with the 
If aft decency enter into any eogagcmenis for defcsi* 
Spg hia titlf . 

. ^ut why may not the reaibns of thia prpcecding 
JO thp elffior be diredtly cunti^ary to what ii} ^qm* 
jQAooly imagined ? Methioks I could endeajvonr t» 
believe, that his Highnefs is thoroughly acquainted 
with both parties ; if convinced, that no true mem* 
ber of the church of England can e^fily be ^akea 
In his principles of loyalty, or fprget the obligaupi» 
of ap oath, by any provocation i That thefe ap^t 
therefore the people he intendbt to rely upon, aq^ 
keeps only fair wiih the others, from a true nqtioi» 
be hath of their do^trinei^ which prompt thepi tp< 
£orget their duty upon every motive of intcreft or 
iimbition. If thk> conjecture be right, hii^ Uigbpef^ 
cannot fure but eptertain a very high e^eem pf fweh 
ipiniftersy who continue to aA under the dread audi 
>ippearance of a fucceflbr's utni^oft di(pl4saiiire» and 
the threats of an enraged fsi^ion, whom he i^ fup^ 
pofed ^ione to favour, and to be guided entirely in 
his judgement of $riti(h affairs and perfaus by their 
qpinions. 

But to return from this digreffion i the prefence 
of that iofaot prince * among us could not, I think, 

. ^ The infint prince wat the fan of the eIe£lQr«l prinee of Hanovet 
who might be choCen to tt^ kme ia coQ&qwft oi ^ ManorMU 
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in any fort, be inconfifteot vkh ihe fafety ef the 
Qi^een ; he would be in no danger of being corrup- 
ted in his principles, or expoied in his perfon by 
Ticious companions ; he could be at the head of no * 
£iftiou8 dnbs and cabsils, nor be attended by ^ bi-> 
red rabbk) which his flatterers might reprefent a^ 
popularity. He would have none of that impatience 
which the frailty of human nature gives to ei^peA- 
ing heirs. There woi^ld be no pretence for men to 
make their court by aSbding German modes and 
refinements in drefs or behaviour: nor WPuld therms 
|>e an occafion of inQqp^ting to hin^^ bow mucl^ 
mor^ his levee was frequented than the anti cham- 
bers of St. James's. Add to all this, the advanta- 
ges of being educated in our religion* laws, Ian- 
cuagCt manners, nature of the government, each 
fo very different frpm thpfe he would leave bph^nd* 
By which' like wife he might be highly ufeful to his 
father, if that prince (hould happen to fui^ive her' 
Majefty* 

The late King 'William^ who, after his marriage 
with the lady M^y of Eogl^tid, could have no 
probable expe^^tioq pf the crown, and very littlp e** 
ven pf being a Qgeen'9 bu(b^> (the Duke of York 
Jiaviug a young wife,) W49 np ftranger to our lan- 
guage or manners, and vent often to the chapel- 
of his princefs ; wbich I o^^ferve the rather^ becaufe 
Icpuld heartily wi{h the f^tnp difpoGtiQu were in 
Mother court, and becaufe it may be difagre^able 
to a prince to take up new doArines on a Tu4den, 
or fpeak to his fabj«As |>y an interpreter. 

Aq jll-naujre4 or inqyifitivc man may ft^l» per- 
haps, defire to pr*ifs ;hP WPftion farther, by aik- 
ing, what is to be dooes in cafe it (hould fo happen* 
ihac this malevolent working p4rty at hon^e hath^ 
credit enough with ]th(p court of Hanover, to conti-- 
nue the fui'picipn, jealpufy, and uneafincfs th^re. 
againft the Queen and her miniflry; to make fuch 
de(n4Qds be ftiU infifted on» as g^t^ ^^ 'w:x 'cw^-^-w^ 
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thought proper to be complied with ; and in the 
mean time to ftand at arms length with her M^tjeftyy 
and in clofe conjun£tioa with thofe who oppofe her. 

I take the anfwer to be eaff ; in all conteds, the 
fafeft way is to put thofe we difpute with, as much 
in the wroiig as we can. When her Majefty (halt 
have offered fuch or the like conccffions as I have 
above mentioned, in order to remove thofe fcruplcs, 
anificiallv railed in the mind of the expectant heir, 
and to divide him from that faftion by which he is 
fuppofed to have been milled ; (he hath done as 
much as any prince can do, and more than any 
oth-'r would probably do m her cafe; and will be 
juftifiu'd before God and man» whatever be the 
event. The equitable part of thofe who now fide 
again (I the court, will probably be more temperate; 
and, if a due difpatch be made in placing the civil 
and military power in the hands of fuch as wifh 
xvcll to the conftitution, it cannot be any way for 
the quiet or intereft of a fucceffor to gratify fo fmaH 
a fi-dtion, as will* probably then remain, at the ex* 
pence of a much more numerous and confiderable 
part of his lubjedts. Neither do I fee how the 
principles of fuch a party, either in religion or go- 
vernment, will prove very agreeable, becaufe I 
think Luther and Calvin feem to have diflFercd as 
much as any two among the reformers : and be- 
caufe a German prince will probably be fufpicious 
of thofe who think they can never deprefs the pre- 
rogative enough. 

But fuppofing, once for all, as far as poffible, 
that the Eledlor ihould utterly refufe to be upon 
any terms of confidence with the prefent miniftry, 
and all others of their principles, as enemies to him 
and the fucceflion ; nor eafy with the Queen her- 
felf, but upon fcich conditions as will not be 
thought confident with her fafety and honour ; 
a/)d continue to place all his hopes and truft in the 
djrcpntent:-c\ \v\vi^* ; 1 \\i\w>K. v\. ^w^V^xxmbly to be 
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wiihed, that whenever the fucceffion fhall take place, 
the alterations intended by the new prince (bould be 
made by himfelF, and not by his deputies; becaufe 
I am of opinion, that the claufe empowering the 
AicccfTor to appoint a latent unlimited number, ad- 
ditional to the feven regents named in the aA, went 
upon a fuppoGtion, that the fecret committee would 
be of fuch, whofe enmity and contrary pripcipldi 
difpofcd them to confound the reft. iCing William, 
whofe titic was much more controverted than that 
of her Majcfty's fucceflbr can ever probably be, did 
for feveral years leave the adminiftration of the 
kingdom in the hands of Lords Ju dices, during the 
height oi a war, and while the abdicated prince 
himfelf was frequently attempting an invafion : from 
whence one might imagine, that the regents ap- 
pointed by parliament upon the demiie of the 
crown, would be able to keep the peace during an 
abfence of a few weeks without any colleagues. 
However, I am pretty confident that the only rea- 
fon, why a power was given of chufing dormant 
viceroys, was to take away all pretence of a necefli- 
ty to invite over any of the family here, during her 
Majefty's life. So that I do not well apprehend what 
arguments the Eledor can ufe to infifl upon both. 
To conclude, the only way of fecuring the con- 
ftitution in church and (late, and confequently this 
very Proteftant fuccefGon itfelf, will be by leffcning 
the power of our domeftic adverfaries as much ars 
can poffibly confid with the lenity of our govern- 
ment ; and if this be not fpeedily done, it will be 
eafy to point where the nation is to fix the blame; 
for we are well aflured, that (ince the account her - 
Majcfty received of the cabals, the triumphs, the 
infolent behaviour of the whole fa6lion during her 
late illnefs at Windfor, fhe hath been^as willing to 
fee them deprived of all power to do mifchief, as 
any of her moft zealous and loyal fubjeAs can d^- 
45ie. 
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Thoughts on Various Svbjbqts. 

WE have juft eooufh rcUvon to in;ikc qf hatei 
but not enough to vJkt u« tov^ one mo* 
thflr. 

KefleA OQ thiogs paft, nv var9, negotiation^ 
fiiAions, &c. we eater fo little intp ihofe iQtcrefiii 
that wc wonder hqif men could ppffibly be fo huff 
and concerned for things ib trnnSiory *« look on the 
prefent timet, we find the fame humour» yet woa- 
der not at ell. 

A wife man endeavours, by CQpfidcring all ci^ 
eumftancca» to make conje^uretk ^nd £^nn conr- 
clufions; but the fmalleft accident int^rveening, 
(and in the courfe of affair^ it U impoiiible to fore- 
fee all,) doe$ often produce fucb turn» and changei, 
that at laft he i» juil fo much in dQUht of events ^ 
the moft ignorant and unexperiaqced perfqu. . 

Pofitivenefd is a good quality for preacheira apd 
orators, beeaufe he that would obtrude his thoyghit 
and reafons upon a muhicude, will convince ochert 
the more, 99 be appears convinced. bimlelf- 

How 19 it pofiible to expeA that mankjqd will 
take advice, when they will not fo mufii a« take 
warning i 

I forget whether advice be among the loft things 
which Ariftotle fays are to be found io the moon.; 
that and time ought to have beep there 

No preacher ia liftened to but time, which glv<8 
us tbc fanie train and turn of thought that elder 
people have tried iovjiin to put into our he^ids be- 
fore. 

When we Mve or fplUcit any thing, our minds 
run wholly on i\xc ^ood &^t ^t ^w^u^vV^aces gf i|; 
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wbca 4tis obtained, oar minds run wholly on the 
bad ones. 

lo ^ {Ufi-hpufe the workmen often fling in ar 
^m quantity of freih coi^^ which fcems to diCm 
inrb the ^e, bpt verf much eniivoos it. Thi^ (bemt 
IP allude to a gentle ftirring. of the pafliom, tha* 
l)ie. mind may not hinguifh. 

SLeligion feems to hare grown ai> infant with agep 
and requires miracles to nurXc it as it had in its ia* 
fags^y. 

. AU £t$ of pleafure are balanced by an eq^jal dc<« 
grce of p^io or languor f it is like fpeoding this year 
pact of the ixKt y^r's irevenue. 

The bocT part of a^ wife man's Iif!p i$ takcQ 91^ 
W^ curing tbe fQlliea, prejudices, aad falte ppiniont 
iiC bad concraAed in the formerr 

WouM a writer know how to behaye himfelf 
w4tk relation ta pofieriry, lei him confider in old 
Vopk9 what he finds that be is gUd to know^ and* 
iibat omi^ons he moft laments, 

Whatever the poets pretend* it is pkin they give 
immoixaU^y to Done bnt themieheak ; k is Homer 
aod Virgil we revei^cc and admirei not Achillea 
or w£npas. With biftoriannit ia quite the contrary; 
9UF thpugbu are takea up wUh the afUons, a^d 
tvents we read, apd we little regard the authors. 

Wbeq a tirufi gienius appeafft ip the word» yois 
may know him by this i}gi9« that the dnncei are all 
ki. confic^deracy againft him« 

Men who pa&& all the advantages of life, Zt9 
m a^te where there ue many accidents to difor* 
der and diicpmpofe, but few to pleafe them. 
. Jc is unwife to puniih cowards with igoomioy^ 
iqr if they had regarded that^ they would not h«ve 
been cowards: death ia theqr proper puniihmeot|L 
becaufe they fear it moft. 

The i^reateft itweptipna were produced in the 
times pf igporanee ; as the vie of. the compafs, guu* 
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powder* and printing; and b]r the dirileft nation; 
as the Germans. 

One argument to prove, that the common rela- 
tions of ghofls and fpcAres are generally falfe, may 
be drawn from the optnion held, that fpirits are 
never feen by- more than one perfon at a time ; that 
is to fay. it ieldom happens to above one peribn in 
a company, to be poflcfled with any high degree 
of fpleen or melancholy; 

I am apt to think, that in the day of judgement 
there will be fmalt allowance given to the wife for 
their want of morah, and to the ignorant for their 
want of faiths becaufe both are wuhout excufe# 
This renders the advantages equal of ignorance and 
knowledge. But fome fcruple» in the wife, and 
fomc vices in the ignorant^ will perhapibe forgivexr 
upon the ftrength of temptation, to each. 

The value of feveral circumftances in ftoryleficns 
very much by diftance of time, though fome mi- 
nute circumftances arc very valuable; and it re- 
quires great judgement in a writer to diilinguifh* 

It is grown a word of courfe, for writers to fay/ 
This critical age, as divines *fiiy, Thb finful age. 

It is pleafant to obfcrve how free the prcfcnt agcf 

' b in laying taxes on the next : Futurt agesjball talk 

of this ; this /ball be famous to all pqfterity: wherear 

their time and thoughts^will be taken up about pre- 

fent things, as ours are now. 

The cameleon» who is faid to feed upon nothing 
but air, hath of all animals the nimble^ tongue. 

When a man is made a fpiritual peer he lof<fshir 
firname*; when a temporal, his chirftian name. 

It is in difputes as rn armies, where the weaker 
fide fets up falfe lights^ and makes a great noife, to* 
make the enemy believe thenx^more numerous and 
ftrong than they really arc. 

Some men, under the notions* of weeding out 

prejudices^ eradycaie wtuc^ honefty, and religion.' 

Jn ail weWmftAVuvti comtcvotc«t."5^da&^ care has 
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* been taken to limit mens pofleffions ; which is done 
for many reafons, and among the reft, for one 
which perhaps is not often coniidered, th^^t when 
bounds are fet to mens deiir.es, after thjpy have ac- 
quired as much as the laws will permit them» their 
private intercil is at an.end, ai^d^hey have nothing 
to do but take care of the public, f. 

There are but three, ways for a man to revenge 
bimielf of the cenfure pf tlie worl4; todefpife it, to 
return the like, or to ende^voyr to live fo as to 
avoid it : the firft.jpf thefe is ufually pretended, the 
lad is almoft impofiible, the univerial practice is for 
the fecond. t^. 

Herodotus tells us, that in cold countries beafls 
very fcldom have horns, but in hot they have very 
large ones. Tbis might bear a very pleafant appli- 
cation. 

I never heard a finer piece of fatii e againft 
lawyers, than that of aftrologcrs, when they pre- 
tend by rules of art to tell when a fuit will end, and 
whether to the advantage of the plaintiflFor defend- 
ant ; thus making the matter depend entirely upon 
the influence of the ftars, without the leaft regard 
- to the merits of the caufe. 

The expreiSon in Apocrypha, about Tobit and 
his dog following him, I have often lieard ridicu- 
led, yet Homer has the fame words of Telemachus 
more than once; and Virgil fays fomething like it 
of Evander. And I take the book of Tobit to be 
partly poetical. 

I have known Ibme men pofleffed of good quali • 

ties, which were very ferviceabk to others, but ufe- 

lefs to themfelves ; like a fun-dial on the hont of a 

•houfe, to inform the neighbours and paiTengers, 

but not the owner within. 

If a man would regiAer all his opinions upon 
love, politics, religion, learning, &c, beginning 
from his youth, and fo go on to old age^ wlv^.^. -v. 

;1 
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bandle of Inconfiftencks and contr^drftlons wod^ 
appear at laft ? * 

What rhcy do m heaven we are igntttimt of; whdt 
they do not we are told cxprefly, thut they nekhet 
inarry, nor are giten in marriage. 

When a mat) obferves the choice of ladies now 
a-dayt in the difoeii^ng of their favours^ earn he 
forbear pajring fome veneration tty the memory 
of thofe mares mentioned by Xenoph^ti *, whOj 
while their marres were on, ^Uat is, while thcyvrctt 
In their beauty, woold nev^ admit the etnbraces of 
Mn afs. 

It is a mirerable thing to live in fufpence ; it is the 
life of a fpider. 

Vive fuidtm^ pende tamen, improba^ dixit. 

Ovid. Metatti. 

The Stoical fchenie of fupplying our wants by 
lopping off our dcfires, is like cutthig off out feet 
when we want (hoes. 

Phyficians ought not to give their jttdgemcnt ol 
religion, for the fame reafon that butchers are not 
admitted to be jurors upon life and death. 

The reafon, why fo few marriages are happy, is 
becaufe young ladies fpend their time in making 
nets, not in making cages. 

If a man will obferve as he walk^ the ftreets, I 
believe he will find the merrle^ countenances ini 
xnoiirning eoaches« 

Nothing more unqualifies a man to ad with pru- 
dence, than a misfortune that is attended with fhame 
and guilt. 

The power of formoe is confcfled only by the 
miferable ; for the happy impute all their fucccfsto 
prudence or merit. 

Ambition often puts men upon doh^g the mean* 
eft offices : fo climbing h performed hi the fame 
pofture with creeping. 
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III company is like a dog, who dirts thofe mofl 
whom he loves bcft. 

Cenfure is the tax a man pays to the public for 
being eminent. 

Although men are accufed for not knowing their 
own weaknefsy yet perhaps as few know their own 
firength. It is in men as in foils, where fometimes 
there is a vein of gold which the owner knows not 
of. 

Satire is reckoned the eadeft of all wit ; but I take 
It to be otherwife in very bad times : for it is as 
hard to fatirize well a man of diflinguiflied vices^ 
as to praife well a man of diftinguiftied virtues. 
Ic is eafy enough to do either to people of moderate 
eharafters. 

Invention is the talent of youth, and judgement 
of age; fo that our judgement grows harder to 
pleaie, when we have fewer things to offer it : this 
goes through the whole commerce of life. When 
we are old, our friends find it difficult to pleafe us, 
and are lefs concerned whether we be pleafed or 

BO. 

No wife man ever wiflisd to be younger. 

An idle reafon Icflens the weight of the good 
ones you gave before. 

The motives of the beft aftions will not bear too 
ftriA an inquiry. It is allowed, that the caufe of 
moil a£tions> good or bad, may be refolved into 
the love of ourfelves; but the felf^Iove of fome men 
inclines them to pleafe others ; and the felf-Iove o£ 
others is wholly employed in pleafing themfelves. 
This makes the greitdiftindtron between virtue and 
vice. Religion is the bed motive of all anions, yet 
religion is allowed to be the higheft inftance of fclf-^ 
love. 

When the world has once begun to ufe us ill, it 
afterwards continues the fame treatment with left 
fcruple or ceremony, as men do ^ a whore. 
Old men view t^ft at a ^ftasin^ Vv^ "dsa^ ^^^ 
Vol v. U \i 
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ef iheir ndadarijandihg as wcU a^ widrthsfi; ^at Aa> 
ture 

Some people uke mans cs-e to hide their wif- 
dom than their folly. 

Aibiccary power is.t&e iiat«nd'obje& of temptati- 
on ta a prince,, as wine or women ta a young hU 
low, or a bribe to a judge, or avarice to olid age^ 
or vaoity^ td- a woonaa^ 

Anthony Henley's farmer dying of an aflhmav 
SaMf Well, it I can get this bseath onice ont, I'll 
lake care it fhali never get in* again. 

The humour o£ explodicig many thnigB under 
the name of trifles, fopperies^ and: ofnly imaginarf 
goods, is a vcvj falfe proof either of wifdom* ov 
magnanimity, and a great check to virtuou» a^M-' 
ons For infiance^ wi hrej;ard to fame, tdiero is 
in moft people a reluAance acnd unwilliogneft-ts be 
fiovgocien. We obierTc even among the Tui{gar,i 
how tbnd they are to have an infcripnon over their 
grave. It requires but little philofophy to difirover 
and obferve that there is na intrinfic value in all* 
this ; however, if it be founded in our nature, as^ 
an incitement to virtue, it oughtr not to* be ridicul- 
«d. 

Complaint is the largeft tribute heaven receives^ 
and the fincereft part of our devotion* 

The common: fluency of fpeech in manymeny 
and moft women, is owing to a fcarcitf of matter, 
and a Icaccity of words; for whoever is a mafler 
of language*, and. hath a mind full of ideasi wiU be 
apt in fpeaking txihefitate upon the choice of both r 
whereas common, fpeakers have only one ftt of i^ 
deas, and one fet of wor<d» to clothe them in ; and 
thefe are always ready ac the mouth : {o people 
come fafter out of a church when it is almoft emp*^ 
ty, tbaa whea a croud is at the door. 

Few are qualified to fliine in company ; but it h 

in tnoA, mens powcc tO' be agreeable. The reafoa- 

■iH^WB^ wbf caasi^&>Am^T>^w^l^Vyii «x.^reftnt. 
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19 not the defeft of UDckrftanding, but prick,, va- 
nity, ill-inaturc, aflEeftatioo, finguWky, pofitivc- 
iicfs, or fonac otker vice, tJ^ecfeAof a wroog e^- 
ducation. 

To be vain is rather a mark of bwi&iUty than* 
pride. Vain men delight ia telling wbat honours 
iiave bden done them, what great compaoy they 
have kept, and the like ; by which they plainly 
£OAfe6 that thele honours were more dian their 
due, and fuch as their friends would not believe 
if they had not been tdIA : whereas a man truly 
proud thinks the gneatcA hoQOurs below hk oierit^ 
and confequently (corns to bead. 1 {hcrefore de* 
liveii'kasamaxim, that wf^cie^r defires the cha- 
€»QbQr of a proud man, ou^lu to conceal his vaoi* 

Law, in a free country* is, or ouight to be, the 
determination of the majority of thoTe who have- 
propetrty in land. 

One argument u&d to ibe difadvacitage of pro* 
iridence, I take feo be a very Anong .onC' in its <k« - 
fence, h is obje£b&d, that ftorm* and tcinpefts« - 
iinfiuitfal fea^oos^ ferpents, ipkiecsi Aits, and o- 
ther noxious or troublcfooM animals, with man^T* 
more inflances of the like ktnd« ^difcovcr an imper* 
&iftion ia nature, becaufe human life would be 
much eafier without them : but the defigo of pro - 
vidence may clearly be perceived in this proceeding* 
The motions of. the fun and. moon ; in Oftort, the 
whole fyflem of the^uoiverle, ^s far as pfaiiofophers 
have been abU to difcover and obferve, are in the 
utmoft degree of regularity and perfection; but 
wherevcr^^d hath left to man the power of inter- 
pofing a remedy by thought or labour, there he 
bath placed things in a (late of imperfeClion on 
purpofe to ftir up human induftr y, without which 
life would ilagnate, or indeed rather couldHiot Tub- - 
^ at all : Curis acuunt mortalia corda, 

Eraife is the daughter of pit&tiX'^^w:* 
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How inconfiftent is man with himfelf ? 

I have known fcveral perfons of great /ame for 
wifdom in public affairs and councils governed bj 
f'ooliQi fexvants. 

I have known great minifters, diftinguifhed for 
wit and learning, who preferred none but dunces*. 

I have known men of great valour cowards to 
their wives. 

I have known men of the gpcateft cunning per* 
petually cheated. 

I knew three great minifters> who could exaAly 
compute and fettle the accounts of a kingdom^ but 
were wholly ignorant of their own oeconomy. 

The preaching of divines helps to prcferve well- 
inclined men in the courfe of virtue, but feldom or 
©ever reclaims the vicious. 

Princes ufually make wifer choices than the fer» 
vants whom they truft for the difpofal of places. I 
have known a prince, more than once, chufe aa 
able niinifter ; but I never obferved that minifter 
to ufe his credit in the difpofal of an employment 
to a pcrfon whom he thought the fittcft for it. 
One of the greateft in this age owned and excufed 
the matter from the violence of parties, and the un- 
reafonablenefs of friends. 

Small caufes are fufHcientto make a man uneafy, 
when great ones are not in the way : for want of a 
block he will ftumble at a ftraw. 

Dignity, high ftation, or great riches, are in 
fome fort necefTary to old men, in order to keep 
the younger at a diftance, who are otherwife too 
apt to infult them upon the fcore of their age. - 

ILverj man dcfires to live long ; but no man 
would be old. Love of flattery in moft men pro- 
ceeds from the mean opinion they have of them- 
felves ; in women from the contrary. 

If books and laws continue to increafe as they 
have done for fefi^ '^t^its '^^.ft^ I am in fome con- 

ccra 
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cf rn for future ages, how any man will be learned; 
cr any man a lawyer. 

Kings are commonly fald to have long hands ; t 
wifh they had as long ears. 

Princes in their infancy, childhood and youth, 
are faid to difcover prodigious parts and wit, to 
fpeak things that furprife and aftoniffa : firange, fo 
many hopeful princes, and fo many fhameful 
kings ! If they happen to die young, they would 
have been prodigies of wifdom and virtue : if they 
live, they are often prodigies indeed, but of ano* 
ther fort.- 

Politics, as the word is commonly underftood, 
are nothing but coiTuptions, and confcquently of 
no ufe to a good king, or a good nxini&ry ; for 
which reafon courts arc fo over-run with politics. 

Silenus, the foftcr-father of Bacchus, is always 
carried by an afs, and has horns on hla head. The 
moral is, that drunkards are led by fools, and have 
a great chance to be cuckolds. 

Venus, a beautiful good-natured lady, was the 
gbddefs of love i Juno, a terrible fhrew, the god- 
defs of marriage ; and they were always mortal e* . 
nemies. 

Thofe wha are againft religion, muft. needs be 
fools : and therefore we read, that, of all animals, 
God refufed the firft-born of an afs. 

A very little wit is valued in a woman, as we are 
pleafcd with a few words fpoken plain by a parrot*. 

A nice man is a man of nafty ideas. 

Apollo was held the god of phyfic, and fender 
of difeafes. Both were originally the fame trade, 
and ftill continue. 

Old men and, comets h«ve been reverenced for 
the fame reafon ; their long beards, and pretences, 
to foretel events. 

A perfon was alked at court what he thought of 
an ambaflador, and his train, who wexo. "^ ^^e^.- 
broidery and lace, full of \>o^s. wva^t.'i, ^^^ 's^-- 
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rurcs ; be faid it was Solooaon's importatioD, gold, 
and apes. 

There is a ftory in PauTanias of a plot for betray^ 
ing of a City difcovered by ihe braying of an ais: 
the -carkling of gecle favcd the -capitoI, and Gata* 
line's conf'piracy was difcovered by a whore.. Theft 
are the only three animals^ as far as I remember, 
famous in hiiio^ry as evidences and infora^rs. 

Mod fonts of' diverfioa in ueo^ chitdren^ and 
other ^nitnalfi, are an imitation of fighting* 

^ugvdus meeting an afs wkh a l^cksf nasne, 
foretold himfelf good fortune. I meet many ai&s 
but none of tiiem have lucky names • 

If a man makes me keep my diAance, die com- 
fort i^, ht (beeps his at the facie tio^. 

Who ean deny that all men are violent loveci 
of tinith, wheo we fee them fo po^ve jn xhcir er- 
rors, which they will xnaintab out of iJaek seal to 
truth, although they cootradi<3t ibemfelves every 
day of their lives ?. 

That was exccUeotly obferved, fay I, when I 
read a paflage in an author, where his opinion a* 
grees with mine. When we <liflEer, there I jvo- 
nounce him to be miftaken. 

Very few men, properly fpeaking, live at pre- 
CDt, biit are providinji to live another lime. 

As univerfal a pra^ice as lying is, ami as ea/y a 
one as it feems, I do not remember to have heard 
three good lies in all my conver£uioo, even from 
thofe who were moll celebrated iathat facuUy. 



The End of tU Fifth Volume. 
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